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(רש"י) שיתחזק אדם בהם תמיד בכל כחו - (ברכות לב:) ארבעה צריכים חיזוק   

     A Sichah from Maran HaGaon Rav Gershon Edelstein shlita   Parashas Korach (in Chutz La’Aretz) 5776 

Created for My Honor  

Pirkei Avos states that Hashem created everything in this 
world for His honor. This is as the Passuk states, “Whatever is 
called in My Name and My honor, I created, I formed, and I 
even made.” The words “creation, forming, and making” 
correspond to three worlds. They are known as the Olam 
Ha’Briah (world of creation, meaning creating something 
from nothing), Olam Ha’Yetzirah (world of forming matter), 
and Olam Ha’Asiyah (world of doing). The Olam Ha’Asiyah 
refers to our physical world. However, all worlds, and 
everything created in them, were created to honor Hashem.     

         

Does Hashem really need this honor? Isn’t He the King of 
Honor? Rather, this means that He made these things in order 
that we can praise Him for creating them. By honoring Him, 
we have a portion in Olam Haba. This is why Hashem made 
everything in the universe. He did so in order to help us earn 

our portion in Olam Haba.           

Since the purpose of our creation is to increase the honor of 
Heaven, we must utilize all of our strengths given us by 
Hashem to their fullest, in order to increase the honor of 
Hashem as much as possible. This is done by learning Torah 

and performing Mitzvos.     

If a person indeed utilizes all of his strengths and abilities 
to serve Hashem, he is fulfilling his purpose in life. However, 
if he does not, it is fitting that his strengths and abilities 
should be taken away by Heaven, as he is not using them for 

their intended purpose.  

              Shaul Had One Sin   
The Gemara in Yoma (22b) states that Shaul had one sin 
that cost him his kingdom, whereas David Ha’Melech had 

two sins and he did not lose his kingdom.     

Shaul sinned by not killing Amalek. He was commanded to 
kill everyone, but failed to do so. He left some of them alive, 
including King Agag of Amalek, who managed to have more 

offspring before being killed by Shmuel (see Shmuel Alef, 
ch.15). Shaul did not even realize that he had sinned. When 
Shmuel met him after the war against Amalek, Shaul said that 
he had fulfilled the word of Hashem. Shmuel explained to 
Shaul that he had sinned by not killing Amalek, and Shaul 
eventually admitted that he had sinned. Shmuel then said that 
since Shaul had distanced the word of Hashem from himself, 
the kingdom would be distanced from him (i.e. he would lose 
the throne), and it would be given to “his friend who is better 

than him.”            

David Ha’Melech ended up becoming this “friend.” 
However, David himself sinned twice, and even so, did not 
lose the throne. Why is this? What was the difference between 

the sins of Shaul and David?    

                          A Kingly Sin       

While there are many answers given by the commentaries 
to this question, there is a very interesting answer advanced 
by the Sefer Ha’Ikrim (Mamar Revi’i, ch.26). The difference 
between the sins of Shaul and David, is that Shaul sinned by 
not acting as he should have in his role as King of Israel. 
David Ha’Melech’s sins were in his role as a private person. 
They were not sins pertaining to how a king should act in his 
role as king. In other words, when a king is not precisely 
following instructions given to him by a prophet, he is no 
longer fit to be king. However, if he acts exactly how a king 
should act, and merely falls short in private by doing certain 
sins privately, he will not lose the kingdom for this failure 
(i.e. as it was not a failure “in the line of duty”). While he will 
surely be punished for his sins in other ways (unless he 
repents), it is not fitting that he should lose his throne.             

  

The Gemara in Sanhedrin (20b) explains that the Mitzvah 
to wipe out Amalek is given to the king. This is as the Gemara 
states there that Bnei Yisrael were given three Mitzvos when 
they entered Eretz Yisrael. They were to appoint a king, to 
kill Amalek, and to build the Beis Ha’Mikdash. These 
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Mitzvos were given in this order. After a king is appointed, it 
would be he who would be commanded to wipe out Amalek. 
Shaul was the first king in the history of Klal Yisrael, and was 
therefore the one commanded to successfully wipe out 
Amalek. Since he did not fulfill this commandment properly, 
it is understandable why he was no longer fit to be king. In 
contrast, David’s sins were not relevant to the commandments 
of a king, and therefore did not disqualify him from being 

king. 

The Passuk in Tehilim (32:5) states, “My sin I will make 
known to You, and I have not covered my transgression. I 
have said, “I will admit my sins to Hashem.” And You have 
borne the sin of my transgression.” Similarly, David 
Ha’Melech stated (see Shmuel Beis, ch.12), “I have sinned to 
Hashem.” The Gra explains that once David Ha’Melech said, 
“Chatasi” – “I have sinned.” Hashem accepted his repentance. 
This is because he repented with such feeling and genuine 
regret. Even though people who sin must usually admit their 
sin in various ways (i.e. saying, “Chatasi, Avisi, Pashati” as 
we see in the Viduy of the Kohen Gadol on Yom Kippur) and 
pray to Hashem for forgiveness, David Ha’Melech was 

immediately forgiven by Hashem after stating, “Chatasi.”  

The Gra explains that the aforementioned Passuk in 
Tehilim (ibid.) reflects this. “I have not covered my 
transgressions” and “I will admit my sins to Hashem” were 
ways of repenting that David planned to do in order to 
achieve atonement. However, once he said, “I have sinned” 
with such tremendous sincerity, these other ways of repenting 

were no longer necessary. 

In contrast, even though Shaul Ha’Melech also repented, 
his repentance was insufficient to let him keep the kingdom. 

This is because he sinned as king.                       

                 Doing Your Best   
We see from this incident regarding Shaul, that if a person 
indeed utilizes all of his strengths and abilities to serve 
Hashem, he is fulfilling his purpose in life. However, if he 
does not, it is fitting that his strengths and abilities should be 
taken away by Heaven, as he is not using them for their 
intended purpose. This can also result in the loss of the 
position that he was put in by Hashem, in order to increase the 
honor of Heaven. If he is not increasing that honor, he is no 

longer worthy of that position.                 

The Sharei Teshuvah (1:10) writes one way for a person to 
regret sinning. A person can say, “The Creator put in me a 

living soul, wisdom of the heart, and good intelligence to 
know Him and fear Him, and (expected me) to control my 
body and all of its parts etc. Since I was created for this, and 
the opposite occurred, why should I be able to live?” This 
expresses the main point we are stating, that a person only has 
the “right to live” if he is using his strengths and abilities 
given to him by Hashem for the purpose that they were given.  

Rabeinu Yonah makes a similar point on a Mishnah in 
Avos (3:10). The Mishnah states that sleeping late in the 
morning takes a person out of the world. Rabeinu Yonah 
explains that a person was created to learn Torah. If he is 
wasting away his life, why should he be able to live? This is 
like a king who gives his subject one hundred gold coins and 
the subject proceeds to throw them in the water. Why should 

the king give him any more gold?             

While it is true that a person like this does not deserve to 
continue living, Hashem is merciful. He will often delay 
punishing a person who is not living properly, and wait for 
him to repent. However, it is best for a person like this to 

repent as quickly as possible, before it is too late.      

Before a person learns how to repent, he must be sure that 
he knows exactly how he has sinned. The Sifrei Mussar 
explain at length what a person must do and must not do in 
this world. Once a person has studied this, and is aware of his 
obligation in this world, he can start to repent and change the 

areas that he has neglected or purposely shunned.  

This is the reason why there is a Mussar Seder in Yeshivos. 
Everyone must find out why they are in this world, and what 
Hashem expects from them. They then must fix whatever is 
broken, and honor Hashem by learning Torah and performing 
Mitzvos according to their abilities. It is often helpful for 
people to hear Sichos of Mussar, as the speaker may enlighten 
them regarding areas that many people need to correct (and 

this might apply to them as well).  

We have often said how important it is to learn Mussar, 
and how it has transformed the troubled lives of many people 
into happy and satisfying lives. When a person lives a life of 
Mussar, his life is fulfilling, as he is fulfilling his purpose in 

this world.        

                  A Torah Day 

It is important to have an organized daily schedule that 
includes a Mussar Seder. The Kuzari (Ma’amar Shelishi) 
states that the King of Kuzar asked the Jew to tell him the 
schedule of a pious Jew. The Jew answered, “He is careful 
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regarding his country. He measures and gives out the daily 
rations to all of his subjects. He acts justly with them. He does 
not pain them, but does not give them more than they need. 
When he needs his subjects, they listen to him. When he calls, 
they answer him quickly. When he commands them, they 
listen to his commands. When he warns them, they heed his 

warning.”                 

The King of Kuzar replied, “I did not ask you about your 
kings. I asked you about your pious Jews!” The Jew replied, 
“A pious Jew rules over his body. He rules over his senses, 
and his physical and spiritual attributes. He leads them as the 
Passuk states, “And one who rules his spirit is greater than a 
ruler of a city.” Such a person is indeed fit to rule.” In other 
words, the answer regarding a ruler was a parable to a pious 
person who rules over his senses and strengths each and every 
day. It is clear that such a person has an organized Torah day. 
If he does this day in and day out, he is considered greater 

than the ruler of a kingdom.  

 When a person like this wakes up, he is immediately 
thinking about what he must do that day. He knows when he 
is going to Daven, learn Torah, do good deeds, etc. He knows 
how to have thoughts of Emunah and Yiras Shamayim during 
“down time.” He therefore always has the purpose of his 
creation at the forefront of his conscientiousness, and 
therefore does not have time during which he has “nothing to 
do.” He knows that he always has things that he can do to 
fulfill his mission in life. The Yetzer Hara does not rule over 
such a person. Rather, he rules over his own senses and 
strengths with a clear schedule of his days that are filled with 

Torah. This is a perfect person.     

This is especially true regarding Friday and Shabbos, when 
a person’s schedule is not as set as it is during the week. 
While some people need to rest, the rest of their time should 
be utilized for learning. Friday and Shabbos are almost one 
third of a persons lifetime! These are days that people do 

not utilize as they should, and this must be fixed!     

          Honoring The Shabbos Queen 
It is also important that people accept Shabbos well before 
sunset. The Gemara in Shabbos (119a) states that Rebbi 
Chanina would get dressed for Shabbos on Erev Shabbos and 
say, “Let us go out and greet the Shabbos Queen.” Rebbi 
Yanai would similarly say, “Bo’ee Kalah, Bo’ee Kalah.”         

                  

The Bereishis Rabah (11:9) states that Shabbos is the 
partner of Klal Yisrael. Therefore, if Shabbos is likened to 
a queen, we are the king! If someone does not treat 
Shabbos like a queen, he is not a king! When a person 
does not accept Shabbos on time, he is not acting like he is 
greeting his queen, and therefore is not likened to a king.   

       

Indeed, many people come early to Shul on Shabbos, and 
accept Shabbos together with the rest of the public. However, 
if someone accepts Shabbos in his house without the public, it 

is lacking in the honor of Shabbos.             

The term “public” is defined in Halachah as ten people. If 
there is a minimum of ten people with a person when he 
accepts Shabbos, it is deemed that he is accepting Shabbos in 
public. However, we know that the Passuk in Mishlei (14:28) 
states, “The more people there are, gives greater glory to the 
king.” Accordingly, a Mitzvah done with many people present 
increases Kvod Shamayim much more. When there are 
more people coming together to accept Shabbos, there is a 
greater amount of Kvod Shamayim. Being part of this 
Kvod Shamayim of accepting Shabbos together is a great 
merit. To be part of this, instead of refraining from 
participating in greeting the Shabbos queen, is a very 

great merit!       

            The Danger of Lashon Hara 

There is a very big danger inherent in Lashon Hara. It is 
well known that one of the students in Radin asked the 
Chafetz Chaim if he could be with him in Olam Haba. The 
Chafetz Chaim answered that if he would also make sure 
never to say a word of Lashon Hara, then he could also be in 
his portion of Olam Haba, as he would also be a Chafetz 
Chaim. [This is based on the Passuk, “Who is the person who 
is “Chafetz Chaim” – “wants life?”…Guard your tongue from 

evil speech etc.”]              

The Chafetz Chaim was known as the Chafetz Chaim 
because this was the name he gave the first Sefer that he 
authored. All of the Sefarim that he wrote were in order to 
help the generation understand how to deal with various 
spiritual needs or issues. The first pressing need that the 
Chafetz Chaim saw, was to make a Shulchan Aruch regarding 
the laws of speech, as the sages before him indeed never 
composed such a book. He therefore wrote the Chafetz Chaim 
which is based on various sources in Chazal, Rishonim, and 
Acharonim, together with the commentary Be’er Mayim 
Chaim, that expounds on what is written in the Chafetz 
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Chaim. Afterwards, he wrote the Sefer Shemiras Ha’Lashon, 
that deals with strengthening awareness of the seriousness of 
the prohibition of Lashon Hara, and how to stay away from 

being involved in Lashon Hara 

The Chafetz Chaim saw how important it was for everyone 
to stay away from Lashon Hara, as besides for being 
forbidden, it causes a tremendous amount of argument in Klal 
Yisrael. In his introduction to his Sefer, he explains how 
argument among Jews is the root of our exile and the 
destruction of the Beis Ha’Mikdash. 

 Returning to the story above regarding this student, the 
student replied that it was impossible for him to act this way. 
It was impossible for him not to speak Lashon Hara or 
criticize people. He certainly could not refrain from hearing 
Lashon Hara or believing it.  

The Chafetz Chaim said to the people around him, “This 
person could have merited a great portion in Olam Haba that 
lasts forever. He is willing to lose it because he is not 
willing to put forth the effort involved in refraining from 
speaking Lashon Hara. Where is his mind?! A person is 
willing to go through a tremendous amount of effort to 
make money in this world, but he is not willing to go 
through similar effort to create for himself an everlasting 
portion in Olam Haba?!” Olam Haba is the ultimate 
pleasure and lasts for eternity. How could someone give this 
up so easily?! 

I knew a person who passed away recently who was very 
careful not to speak or hear Lashon Hara. If he was at a 

joyous occasion and a person started to speak Lashon Hara at 
his table, he would get up immediately and walk away, as he 
was unwilling to hear Lashon Hara. 

Baruch Hashem, recently there are many people who learn 
the Halachos of Lashon Hara, and they strengthen themselves 
so that they should not transgress these prohibitions. If 
someone finds it difficult to refrain from speaking Lashon 
Hara, he should at least try not to speak Lashon Hara on 
Shabbos. Shabbos is the holiest day of the week. It is not so 
hard to get used to refraining from speaking about (and 
criticizing) other people on Shabbos.  

I suggest that this is an excellent way to get used to 
refraining from speaking Lashon Hara. Use Shabbos as your 
starting point. If a person gets used to refraining from 
speaking Lashon Hara on Shabbos, soon it will become his 
nature, and he will be able to act in this manner during the 
week as well.                 

It is not hard to fast for one day, as is clear from Yom 
Kippur and other fast days. People probably do not speak 
Lashon Hara on Yom Kippur either. Let Shabbos become 
Yom Kippur regarding speech! It should not be so hard to do 
this for one day a week.              

May we all merit strengthening ourselves in this area, and 
in every area that requires strengthening!             

             

 (This discourse was delivered in Sivan 5776.) 
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