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Yom Yerushalayim Celebration
T'fila Chagigit on the Tayelet (Armon HaNatziv) 8:30am
Call for last minute reservations for Gala Breakfast
Davening, just come. Breakfast requires reservation. Journal closed. See page 16

Join us for Leil Shavuot
• Shabbat Erev Chag: Shiur at 5:00pm, Mincha, Seuda Sh'lishit, shiur

• Leil Shavuot: Arvit, Festive (meat) meal, shiurim all night
Yom Tov meal requires reservations; the rest, just come - see p. 61

NOTE: Deadline for submissions and ads for
TT 1187 Naso & Shavuot is Sunday, June 5th
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Bamidbar

4

7:06PM
Earliest 6:13PM
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8:24PM
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We bench Rosh Chodesh Sivan this
Shabbat. R"Ch is TUE (June 7th) - one day, because Iyar has 29 days
in our fixed calendar. (R"Ch Sivan can also be SUN, WED, FRI)
:däFh §l l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i lM̈ l©r §e Epi«¥lr̈ `Ä ©d i ¦Wi ¦l §W mFi §A d¤i §d ¦i oëi ¦q y ¤cŸg W Ÿ̀x
The molad is SUN (June 5th) 11h 44m 0p - 12:23pm Isr. Summer Time
.x ¤wFA ©A d ¥x §U¤rÎz ©g ©̀  i ¥x£g ©̀  zFw ©c rÄ §x ©̀ §e mi ¦rÄ §x ©̀  ,oFW` ¦x mFi xg̈n̈ d¤i §d ¦i c©lFO ©d
Rambam notation: avyz:fi '` • Astronomical (actual) molad: Sun 6am
First op for KL: WED (June 8th) • many wait until Motza'ei Yom Tov

Explanations on p. 66.
and in the PPx file at
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Candles Plag Bamidbar Havdala Naso

7:06 6:13 Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim 8:24 7:10 6:16 8:27*

7:22 6:15 Aza area (Netivot, S'deirot, et al) 8:25 7:25 6:18 8:29*

7:21 6:13 Gush Etzion 8:24 7:24 6:16 8:27*

7:23 6:15 Raanana / Tel Mond / Herzliya / Kfar Saba 8:26 7:26 6:18 8:30*

7:21 6:14 Beit Shemesh / RBS 8:25 7:25 6:17 8:28*

7:23 6:16 Netanya 8:27 7:27 6:19 8:31*

7:22 6:14 Modi'in / Chashmona'im 8:25 7:25 6:17 8:29*

7:22 6:15 Rehovot 8:26 7:26 6:18 8:29*

7:19 6:14 Be'er Sheva / Otniel 8:24 7:22 6:17 8:27*

7:06 6:15 Petach Tikva 8:26 7:10 6:18 8:30*

7:22 6:14 Ginot Shomron 8:26 7:25 6:17 8:29*

7:21 6:13 Gush Shiloh 8:24 7:24 6:16 8:28*

7:14 6:16 Haifa / Zichron 8:28 7:18 6:19 8:32*

7:20 6:13 Chevron / Kiryat Arba 8:24 7:24 6:16 8:27*

7:21 6:14 Giv'at Ze'ev 8:24 7:24 6:16 8:28*

7:23 6:15 Ashkelon 8:26 7:26 6:18 8:30*

7:13 6:14 Tzfat / Bik'at HaYarden 8:26 7:16 6:17 8:30*

7:22 6:15 Yad Binyamin 8:25 7:26 6:18 8:29*

7:23 6:15 Tel Aviv 8:26 7:26 6:18 8:30*

Rabbeinu Tam (J'lem) - 8:54pm • next week - 8:57pm
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  The Road Not Taken (Poem by Robert Frost, 1916)

It's a fairly well-known and beloved
poem, which comes to mind each
year as we begin the Book of
Bamidbar and with Shavuot coming
up fast. And Yom Yerushalayim gets
into the thought process, as well.

The poem doesn't match the issue at
hand perfectly, but it is a pretty good
focus of the issue.

Remember that having left Egypt and
gathered at Har Sinai to receive the
Torah, our next destination was
supposed to be Eretz Yisrael.

Even before the Sin of the Spies
resulted in close to a 40 year delay in
our entering the Land, we seemed to
have stalled from moving on from Har
Sinai.

We received the Torah towards the
beginning of Sivan and did not leave
Sinai until the 20th of Iyar of the
following year. That's almost a full
year staying put  at Mt. Sinai.

One can say that we stayed there
because the Cloud didn't lift in all that
time, but that was so probably
because we weren't ready to move
away to the place of Divine Revelation
- Har Sinai.

The Book of Bamidbar represents - in
the Frost poem analogy - the path
through the Midbar and the long time
we spent wandering there.

The fact is, there are good things to
say about the maturing of the new
generation in the Midbar, as well as

negative things dealing with the
many times we complained and the
various experiences that 'angered'
G-d.

Shavuot represents the other path.
Shavuot is Z'man Matan Torateinu -
the time of the Giving of the Torah,
but it is also that which celebrates and
represents our entry into the Land of
Israel and the building of the Beit
HaMikdash. Shavuot's name of Yom
HaBikurim, gives us a glimpse at what
is down (or up) this other path. The
counting of the Omer culminates (or
should culminate) with the bringing
of the MINCHA CHADASHA LASHEM,
the Two Loaves offering on Shavuot...
IN THE BEIT HAMIKDASH.

Again, the Torah reading of Parshat
Bamidbar gives us a glimpse of
continued exile and the development
of a Jewish society based on the
Torah... but not in Eretz Yisrael.

Shavuot shows us the other path, that
leads towards Eretz Yisrael... faster and
surer.

Which path was the best for Bnei
Yisrael to have taken back then? Not
really the issue. They did what they
did.

But we are also standing before two
different paths. And we glimpse a bit
down each path. And we must make
our own decision - to live and grow in
Torah in Eretz Yisrael. What we decide
will make all the difference. Let us
bring the Geula closer and closer.
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Bamidbar is usually the sedra right
before Shavuot (89.5% of the time
in Chutz LaAretz; 61.5% of the time
in Israel. 10.5% of the time, Naso is
before Shavuot, all over the world.
In Israel, another 28% of the time,

Naso immediately precedes
Shavuot (as it does this year).

Bamidbar
34th sedra of 54; 
1st of 10 in Bamidbar

Written on 263 lines, ranks 3rd

30 parshiyot; 23 open, 7 closed, 4th

159 p'sukim - rank 3 (3rd in Bamid.)

1823 words - rank 13 (4th in Bamid.)

7393 letters - rank 9 (3rd in Bamid.)

Notice the difference in rank from
p'sukim to words. BaMidbar's p'sukim
are among the shortest in the Torah -
average: 11.5 words/pasuk. Compare
- Vayelech: 18.4 (longest p'sukim),
Book of Bamidbar: 12.7, the Torah:
13.7

None of Taryag in Bamidbar - it is the
largest of the sedras without mitzvot

[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate
start of a parsha p'tucha or s'tuma. X:Y
is Perek:Pasuk of the beginning of the
parsha; (Z) is the number of p'sukim in
the parsha.

Kohen - First Aliya 
19 p'sukim - 1:1-19

[P> 1:1 (19)] The command from
G-d is to count the people,
specifically the males from 20
years and up. 20 is the Torah's age
for military service. Assisting in
the census are Aharon and a
representative of each tribe. The
command came a year and a
fortnight out of Egypt, on Rosh
Chodesh Iyar 2449. The census
was carried out as commanded.

 Commentaries point out
that the command to count the
people was given to Moshe and
Aharon (as opposed to just Moshe)
because the census was done by
collecting half-shekels from the
people. Since money was involved,
it is not proper to have only one
person dealing with the matter -
even if that person is Moshe
Rabeinu! This became the ethical
standard of dealing with public
funds. 
On the other hand... Another
commentator suggests that this
census was not done with shekels,
but rather with a direct head
count. Although we learn that it is
improper, and even potentially
dangerous, to count people
directly, in this case there was a
direct command from G-d to count
the people. Hence, no harm would
befall them during the carrying out
of these Divine orders. This, in
contrast to Ki Tisa, where the
Torah says, "When YOU count,
then you MUST collect the half-
shekel, etc. There, the language in
the Torah implies that the counting
was optional or practical, but not
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In loving memory of our beloved
husband, father and grandfather

Jay Stepelman l"f
on his 2nd yahrzeit, xii` e"k

Debby Stepelman
Batya & Matt Berman

Chaim & Dina Stepelman
and families

obligatory. Therefore, the indirect
method was necessary. 

K'RU'EI HA'EIDA, a term for
leaders of the people, is written
with a YUD in place of the VAV as
in the word's pronunciation. Baal
HaTurim says that we can look at
the YUD as a chopped VAV, to tell
us that among the leaders was a
"not so worthy" individual. He says
that Shlumiel b. Tzuri-shadai, the
leader of Shimon, was Zimri b.
Salu, who caused G-d's anger to
kill many thousands of people,
until Pinchas's act put an end to
Zimri (and to the plague). Having
G-d's name in his name didn't help
him. Note that there is a broken
VAV in the Pinchas story, the VAV
of BRITI SHALOM. Could be a
REMEZ-level connection.

Here is the list of the leaders of
the tribes as presented in the
opening p'sukim of the book and
sedra of Bamidbar. Note the order
of the tribes. They are not always
listed in the same order, and not
always in birth order or "mother"
order. No attempt is here made to
explain the order; just a sugges-
tion to note it. After some of the
names are comments from
Midrashim, culled from the book
ISHEI HATANACH.

Reuven: Elitzur b. Sh'dei'ur
One of the leaders of Korach's
gang

Shim'on: Sh'lumi'el b. Tzurishadai
a.k.a. ZIMRI b. SALU and SHA'UL
ben HaK'naanit

Yehuda: Nachshon b. Aminadav
credited as jumping into Yam Suf
first, before it split - an act that G-d
acknowledged as a Kiddush
HaShem... ancestor of Naomi...
died in the second year after the
Exodus

Yissachar: N'tan-el b. Tzu'ar
a Torah scholar unmatched in his
tribe

Z'vulun: Eli'av b. Cheilon

Yosef...

Efrayim: Elishama b. Amihud
offered his gift to the dedication of
the Mizbei'ach on the seventh day,
which was Shabbat. How can this
be? Individual offerings do not
push aside Shabbat? In this case,
G-d decreed that one Nasi should
offer his gifts each day (incl.
Shabbat)

Menashe: Gamli'el b. P'datzur
[a note on pronunciation. The HEI
in the name P'datzur is unvoweled.
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Such a HEI is totally silent, as is a
HEI at the end of a word, unless it
has a MAPIK in it. In contrast, the
tribal leader of Naftali in Parshat
Mas'ei is P'DAHH-EIL b. Amihud. In
his name, the HEI has a SH'VA
under it. A SH'VA under a HEI is
ALWAYS NACH and gives a sound
to the HEI, in the same way that a
MAPIK gives a sound to a final HEI.]

Binyamin: Avidan b. Gid'oni

Dan: Achi'ezer b. Amishadai

Asher: Pag-i-eil b. Achran

Gad: El-yasaf b. D'u-eil

Naftali: Achira b. Einan

Levi - Second Aliya
35 p'sukim - 1:20-54

[S> 1:20 (2)] The Torah lovingly
records the census results for each
Tribe, beginning with Reuven,
identified as Israel's firstborn.

In light of all the "problems" that
Reuven had, and the fact that
Yehuda, Yosef, and Levi each
ended up with an element of that
which might have been Reuven's,
it is interesting that Reuven retains
the title "B'chor" - and not just
here.

Rank in population among the 12
tribes indicated by the number in
parentheses - it is not in the text.

Reuven's count was 46,500 (7)

[P> 1:22 (2)] Shimon, 59,300 (3)

[P> 1:24 (2)] Gad, 45,650 (8)

[P> 1:26 (2)] Yehuda, 74,600 (1)
[P> 1:28 (2)] Yissachar, 54,400
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(5)

[P> 1:30 (2)] Zevulun, 57,400 (4)

[P> 1:32 (2)] Yosef - Efrayim,
40,500 (10)

[P> 1:34 (2)] Menashe, 32,200
(12, smallest tribe at this
counting) Note that by combining
Efrayim and Menashe, Yosef's total
would be 72,700, and move it into 2nd
place.

[P> 1:36 (2)] Binyamin, 35,400
(11)

[P> 1:38 (2)] Dan, 62,700 (2)

[P> 1:40 (2)] Asher, 41,500 (9)

[P> 1:42 (2)] Naftali, 53,400 (6)

[P> 1:44 (4)] After the count of
each Tribe, the Torah gives the
grand total as 603,550.

The figure that is generally used to
describe the multitude that left
Egypt is 600,000. It is obviously
rounded from the actual total. And
with women and children, the
number of people who left Egypt is
probably somewhere between 2
and 3 million. 

[P> 1:48 (7)] The Leviyim were
not to be counted together with
the rest of the Nation, but were to
be counted separately. It was the
Leviyim who were charged with
carrying the components of the
Mishkan and with dismantling and
erecting the Mishkan each time
the People traveled and camped
anew. Non-Leviyim were not to
anger G-d by approaching the
Mishkan in an improper manner.
This applied to the encampment as
well; the Leviyim were camped

around the Mishkan and the
Tribes kept their distance in their
camps. 

 Livnei Yehuda... for all the
tribes the term Livnei is used,
except for Bnei Naftali. Baal
HaTurim says that they had more
women than men. In the later
census, "Bnei" is used for all the
tribes since the men died out - all
had more women. 

Shlishi - Third Aliya
34 p'sukim - 2:1-34

[P> 2:1 (9)] The next command
deals with the position of the
Tribes during encampment and
the traveling order of the units.
Three Tribes each formed a
"camp" under one banner at one of
the compass-points around the
Levite camp. The leader of each
"banner camp" is the leader of the
"main" Tribe of the three, as
indicated by the name of the
camp. 

The camp of Yehuda was to the
east and was to be the first to
travel. Under the leadership of
Nachshon b. Aminadav, the group
included Yissachar and Zevulun, in
addition to Yehuda. Totals for each
tribe are repeated when the four
flag-groups are described. Total
for Machane Yehuda was 186,400.
[S> 2:10 (7)] Reuven Camp on
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the south followed them. Joining
Reuven were Shimon and Gad.
Total for Machane Reuven was
151,450.

[S> 2:17 (1)] Then the Leviyim
with the Mishkan were to follow,
so that they and it would be within
the people, not at its periphery.

[S> 2:18 (7)] Then came Efrayim
Camp from the west. Menashe and
Binyamin were part of Machane
Efrayim. This camp was all from
Rachel Imeinu. Total 108,100.

[S> 2:25 (7)] And the last to
travel was the Dan Camp, from the
north. Joining Dan were Asher and
Naftali. Their total was 157,600.

[P> 2:25 (7)] The Torah next
gives the total again, 603,550, and
then reiterates that Levi was not

counted among the Tribes, and
that the People did as com-
manded. 

 The lead tribe of each camp
was based on OTOT, signs, trans-
mitted by Yaakov Avinu. Baal
HaTurim points out a correspon-
dence between Yaakov's blessings
to his sons and these camp-heads.
Each son that Yaakov addressed in



Seeking Shidduch
Widower, 71, Kohen, Chardal,

steady job for 28 years
with apartment and car

Excellent health, B"H
For details call (9-11am)

052-769 3279 • (02) 586-7333
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second person was to be a leader
of a camp. "Revuen, YOU are my
firstborn", "Yehuda, YOU your
brothers will acknowledge", "Dan...
YOUR salvation", "Yosef... the G-d
of YOUR father... blesses YOU". The
other sons are referred to in third
person.

R'vi'i - Fourth Aliya
13 p'sukim - 3:1-13

[P> 3:1 (4)] The Torah proceeds
to name the sons of Aharon and
Moshe.

Actually, Moshe's biological sons are
not mentioned. Commentaries point
out that Aharon's sons are considered
to be Moshe's as well, because he
(Moshe) taught them Torah. This
explains only why Aharon's sons are
also Moshe's. It does not explain why
Moshe's own sons are not mentioned.
One reason given is that they were
"protected" from the Egyptian experi-
ence by their maternal grandfather
Yitro and as a result were never really
part of Klal Yisrael. Remember that
Moshe went out to see what was
happening...

[P> 3:5 (6)] The Tribe of Levi is
to be assigned the tasks of
assisting the kohanim in their
work and in safeguarding the
Mishkan and its vessels. 

[P> 3:11 (3)] In essence, the Levi
is to replace the B'chor who was
sanctified from the day of the
Exodus (even before). The b'chor
was originally meant to perform
the sacred tasks of the Leviyim-
kohanim but lost the privilege in
the wake of the Golden Calf fiasco. 

Chamishi 5th Aliya
26 p'sukim - 3:14-39

[P> 3:14 (13)] Moshe is com-
manded to count the Leviyim -
males from the age of one month.
The three main families of Levi are
Gei-r'shon, (the proper way to
pronounce the name in Hebrew,
not Ger-shon), K'hat, and M'rari.
Gei-r'shon subdivides into Livni
and Shim'i. K'hat divides into the
families of Amram, Yitzhar,
Chevron, and Uziel. M'rari's family
groups are Machli and Mushi.

Gershon's count is 7500. They
camp on the west of the Mishkan.
Their leader is Elyasaf b. La'eil.
They are to be in charge of the
curtain material of the Mishkan,
including the coverings and the
courtyard enclosure. 
[S> 3:27 (13)] K'hat's total is
8600. They will camp to the south
of the Mishkan. Elitzafan b. Uziel
is their leader. (One of the things
that angered Korach... or made
him jealous and resentful.) They
are in charge of the main holy
furnishings of the Mishkan, includ-
ing the Aron, Shulchan, Menora,
and Mizbachot (Altars). Elazar b.
Aharon HaKohen is in charge of all
the Leviyim.
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FYI: There are two months whose
Rosh Chodesh cannot fall on
Shabbat: Kislev and Sivan.

M'rari numbers 6200. Their leader
is Tzuriel b. Avichayil, and they
camp to the north of the Mishkan.
They are in charge of the struc-
tural materials: the wall-boards,
support rods, foundation sockets,
pillars. 

Moshe, Aharon and sons camp to
the east of the Mishkan. 

In all, 22,000 Leviyim are counted. 

Clarification... If you add up the
numbers of the three families of
Levi, you get 22,300, not 22,000,
the number used in the exchange
with the firstborns. Rashi explains
that the 300 "missing" Leviyim
were themselves B'chorim, and
were not part of the official
exchange...

 Choose your neighbors well.
Rashi points out that the proximity
of the Yehuda camp to the
encampment of Moshe and Aharon
and family, had a positive influ-
ence on the three tribes of Yehuda,
Yissachar, and Zevulun - the three
tribes famed for their Torah
scholarship. On the other hand,
Reuven's closeness to Korach and
his (Korach's) to Datan and Aviram,
produces disaster. 
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German Colony, Boutique bldg, charming
200m, 7-rm garden apt. Pvt entrance. Spacious
livingroom area, separate den, Succah balcony
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with a 10m balcony, 3  full bathrooms, bldg
features a Shabbat elevator, storage room 
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bathrooms. Building amenities include private
storage and a private underground parking. 
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amenities include private parking and storage.

Heart of Old Katamon - spacious luxury
penthouse of 225m on one level, huge 135m
terrace with private pool, all overlooking
breathtaking panoramas. 5 bedrooms, incl. a
spacious master bedroom and 2 additional full
bathrooms .Also includes central A/C system
and under-floor heating. Building amenities
include a Shabbat elevator, 2 covered parking
spots and a private storage room.

City Center – for investment - prime
location, close to all main shopping and enter-
tainment sites, terrific 2-rm apt in excellent
condition, 44m, 4th fl, well-maintained bldg, 
2 elevators (1 Shabbat), 10.5m storage room

Efrat (Zayit) - Unique prop., 404m + 200m,
Garden, renovated at highest level, 7 bedrms,
5 baths, huge living room, dining room, view!

(02) 567-2030 • 054-809-6369
33 HaKeren HaKayemet L'Yisrael St.

office@century21jerusalem.com • www.century21jerusalem.com

















Shishi - Sixth Aliya
12 p'sukim - 3:40-51

[S> 3:40 (4)] G-d next tells
Moshe to count the firstborns of
the Tribes, from one month of age
and older, so that there can be an
official exchange ceremony of
Leviyim for B'chorim. Moshe
counts and finds that there are
22,273 b'chorim. 

[P> 3:44 (8)] A mass "redemp-
tion of the firstborns" is conducted
by an exchange of 22,000 (non-
b'chor) Leviyim for 22,000 first-
borns (non-Leviyim) and a pay-
ment of five silver sheqels each for
the remaining 273 firstborns to
Aharon and his sons. 

The exchange of firstborn animals
mentioned in 3:45 refers to first-
born donkeys and NOT to kosher
domesticated animals, which may
not be redeemed. Rashi further
says that one sheep of a Levi can
exchange more than one donkey-
b'chor (since there is no mention
of a surplus).

Sh'VII Seventh Aliya
20 p'sukim - 4:1-20

[P> 4:1 (16)] A second census of
Leviyim is begun with the
counting of the family K'hat -
males between the ages of 30 and
50. This was the work-force in the
Mishkan. The people of K'hat first
waited for Aharon to enter the
Mishkan, remove the Parochet and
cover the vessels with special
cloths. Only then could vessels be
handled by the Leviyim. Elazar,
the son of Aharon, was personally
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Mazal Tov to David & Brenda
Mandelzweig and family on
the birth of a granddaughter

responsible for the special oils and
incense of the Mishkan.

[P> 4:17 (4)] The Torah warns
the kohanim not to endanger the
people of K'hat by not properly
preparing for their handling of the
most sacred vessels. 

This parsha of 4 p'sukim is reread
for the Maftir.

Haftara 25 p'sukim
Hoshei'a 2:1-22

The prophet foresees the day
when a united and prosperous
people will return to Zion. How-
ever, he now brings the message
of the people's unfaithfulness,
their embracing of Ba'al and the
punishment of exile that they will
suffer because of it. But just as
G-d led the people in the
wilderness when they (we) came
out of Egypt, He will take the
people back, having abandoned
idolatry, as G-d's bride, in right-
eousness, loving kindness, faithful-
ness.

The main connection between
sedra and haftara, Rabbi Jacobs z"l
points out is the contrast between
the counted, numbered people in
the sedra, and the innumerable
people of Israel referred to by
Hoshei'a. Midbar is a theme that
occurs in both sedra and haftara. 
The last p'sukim of the haftara
beautifully describe the betrothal,
so to speak, of G-d with Bnei
Yisrael. How appropriate to read
of this on our Aufruf Shabbat - the
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Shabbat (the Shabbat) before the
"wedding" at Sinai, the occasion
on which we took mutual oaths
with G-d.
These last two p'sukim are said
when the strap of the T'filin of the
hand is wound around the middle
finger three times; T'filin wearers
relive this bethrothal scene
between G-d and the people of
Israel on a daily basis.

Sefer Bamidbar, the Book of Numbers,
gets its English title from the Greek
translation of Chazal's appellation of
the book, Sefer HaP'kudim, the Book of
Numbers. The opening words of our
haftara¸therefore, are quite fitting, as
the navi Amos begins with the promise
V'HAYA MISPAR B'NEI YISRA'EL that the
number of B'nei Yisra'el would be as
great as the sand on the shore. But
there is far more to connect this
selection to our parsha and to the sefer
itself.

Despite the positive and hopeful
message expressed by the first pasuk,
much of the previous chapter carries a
negative message to the Northern
kingdom of Israel. Hoshe'a, a contem-
porary of Yishayahu, directed his
words to the kingdom that was soon
to be exiled, berating her for her
infidelity to Hashem and comparing
her to an unfaithful wife.  In an effort
to let the prophet understand
Hashem's feelings, He orders Hoshe'a
to marry a wayward woman who
begets him two sons and a daughter

and, upon G-d's directive, names them
Yizra'el, Lo Ruchama (not to be
sympathized) and Lo Ami (not my
nation).
It is at this point that our haftara
begins, as Hoshe'a changes his tone to
one of mercy, filled with words of
comfort. The navi predicts a final
redemption and return to the land.
And, in contrast to the names of his
children, he speaks of a future when
the nation will be called "sympathized"
and "children of the living G-d". He
tells of the severe punishments Israel
will suffer but, subsequently, will
"lured" back to the worship of Hashem
and to His Land. There will be a
rapprochement between G-d and His
people, peace will reign and Israel will
live securely upon her land.

So what other connection is there to
the parsha? It is quite simple: when
telling of the return of Hashem to
Israel the prophet states that this
change of attitude will begin with one
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act: V'HOLACHTIHA HAMIDBAR, "I will
lead them into the desert."  Not only is
our parsha and the new sefer referred
to as BAMIDBAR, but the theme of the
book is the development of Israel into
an independent nation in the desert;
from complaining former slaves in year
#2 to a strong and independent people
in year #40.  

The desert is a place of change and
growth. Hashem's decision to punish
the Israelites by delaying their entry
into the land was made as it was clear
that a nation who remembered the
sweetness of the Egyptian melons but
forgot the bitterness of its slavery,
could not build an independent
country in a new land. The desert years
were years of development and a time
of rapprochement with G-d. And so it
would be in the future as well,
promises Hoshe'a.

And, in conclusion, Hoshe'a expresses
the magnificent dream that we all hold
dear until today. A time when
V'EIRASTICH LI L'OLAM, Hashem will
betroth us to Him forever, with
righteousness and justice, with
kindness, and mercy… and with
faithfulness.

Probing the Prophets, weekly insights into the
Haftara, is written by Rabbi Nachman (Neil) Winkler,
author of Bringing the Prophets to Life (Gefen Publ.)
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It was, after all, a tremendous achieve-
ment. Moshe and Aharon were com-
manded to take a census of all the males,
twenty years and older, who were fit for
war. After a very precise counting,
according to all the necessary criteria, the
Torah recounts the final tally: "And all
those that were numbered of the Children
of Israel were...six hundred thousand and
three thousand and five hundred and fifty
(Bamidbar 1:45-46).

Ramban records that every one of the
counted individuals passed personally
before Moshe and Aharon. They knew
each recruit by name. Moreover, the holy
leaders gazed upon each individual and
pronounced a blessing upon their head. 

From the point of view of the potential
soldier, this blessing was very pertinent.
From his perspective, he was not just
standing before his chief commanding
officer; he was also a member of the
community standing before his Rebbe. In
Ramban's words, this was a major
privilege (Zechut) that stood in the
soldier's merit. 

Harav Kopul Reinitz notes that for Moshe
it was a very special privilege to bestow
his blessings on the people. Indeed, the
Rav suggests that Moshe commanded
Yehoshua to lead the battle against
Amalek so that he, Moshe, could
specifically look upon the combatants
from the hilltop and bless them ("And it
was when Moshe lifted up his hand…").
May we - and especially our IDF soldiers -
only be deserving of such blessings, and
such rabbis and leaders. 
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Removing Hair from Eyebrows
Question: : I am a young man with a
unibrow, which I find very embarrassing.
May I remove some hair with tweezers from
that area? Also, may I remove some more
hair to make my eyebrows less bushy? 

Answer: The gemara (Nazir 58b-
59a) forbids a man to shave his pubic
and underarm hair with a razor. There
are different versions on whether this
ruling is a severe Rabbinic violation
or a violation of the Torah law
forbidding a man to do things of
aesthetics that are considered
feminine ("lo yilbash gever simlat
isha" - see D'varim 22:5). 

There is a machloket among the
Rishonim (see Beit Yosef, Yoreh
Deah 182) whether there is any
problem with hair removal from other
parts of the body. The Shulchan
Aruch (YD 182:1) rules that in these
other places, it is forbidden only with
a razor, whereas it is otherwise
permitted even to cut short with
scissors. Presumably, tweezing
eyebrows falls under the category of
being permitted. 

The gemara (ibid.) tells of one whom
Rav Ami gave a special dispensation

when Rav Ami discovered he did not
remove underarm hair. The Ran
(Avoda Zara, 9b of the Rif's pages)
makes the following halachic obser-
vations. It must have occurred in a
place where most men remove hair
from there, so that we see that hair
removal is then permitted, just that the
pious still avoid it. This is how the
Rama (YD 182:1) rules. The Rambam
(Avoda Zara 12:9) says that in that
case, it is not a severe Rabbinic
violation, which warrants flogging,
but, as the Beit Yosef (ibid.)
understands the Rambam, it is still
forbidden, as he rules in the Shulchan
Aruch (YD 182:1). The Rav Pe'alim
(III, YD 18), after declaring that
Sefardim should rule like the
Shulchan Aruch, justified the wide
practice in Bagdad for men to remove
hair from one of the problematic
places using chemicals, given that
women do it by razor. 

While we find that changed practice
can turn classically forbidden
grooming into permitted, practice can
also expand matters forbidden due to
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its feminine nature. The gemara
(Makot 20b) forbids removing indi-
vidual hairs (from the head or the
beard, which is generally permitted) if
he is removing white hairs from
among dark hairs, to make him look
younger, as women do. Similarly,
poskim of our era have generally
assumed that grooming eyebrows is a
feminine activity, and thus, as a rule,
is forbidden for men.

Even so, fixing a unibrow is permitted
according to rabbinic consensus
(including Rav S.Z. Auerbach, cited
in Nishmat  Avraham, YD, p. 140).
While not meaning to put down
anyone who is willing to keep it,
many, including you, consider it an
embarrassing blemish (in some
cultures, it is desired). Just as the
Shulchan Aruch (ibid. 4) permits hair
removal that would otherwise be
forbidden when it is done to alleviate
skin pain, so too it is permitted to
remove emotional distress, even if it is
not extreme. The main rationale is not
that the need enables waiving minor
prohibitions or relying on lenient
opinions. Rather, the prohibition is
based on the assumption that a man is
acting with a degree of care for
beautification that is generally
reserved for women (see Igrot Moshe,
YD II:61, in permitting coloring hair
in order to get a job for which he
looks too old). Removing a unibrow is
not seen as acting to looking one's
absolute best, but just as avoiding
sticking out negatively, and this is not
within the prohibition's parameters.

Regarding bushy eyebrows, the matter
is less clear-cut and depends on
time/place but likely also on the
degree of grooming one is talking
about. Extreme bushiness could reach
the point of blemish. Regarding cases
that are within the bounds of normal,
we would say that a few decades ago,
it was forbidden. However, it has
become increasingly common for men
to groom eyebrows (the norms of
non-Jews are, according to many,
relevant for determining these matters
- Prisha, YD 282:5). Therefore, it is
likely permitted these days in many
places. We would just say that a man
should do the grooming in the way
men do it, if and assuming it is
different from the way women do.

Rav Daniel Mann, Eretz Hemdah Institute
Questions? email info@eretzhemdah.org
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GUIDELINES FROM NEZIKIN:

Avot, Shavuot, Limud Torah
by Dr. Meir Tamari

 
"Why was Beit HaMikdash HaSheni
destroyed? Because the sages did not
say the b'racha before learning Torah.
That is the b'racha, 'notein hatorah';
they did not recognize that there is a
Giver of Torah and therefore their
learning could not prevent the need-
less hatred which led to the churban"
(Shem MiShmuel). "The beginning of
wisdom is the fear of G-d" (Tehillim
111:10). "He whose fear takes
precedence over his wisdom, his
wisdom endures (Avot 3:11). "The
Tree of Life is asei tov, positive
mitzvot, while the Tree of Kowledge
is sur meira, mitzvot lo taasei; the
former are easy so they are fewer
while the latter are hard, requiring
many mitzvot to help prevent evil
deeds" (Avnei Nezer). "We like doing
the former; perhaps our self-interest
and self-enjoyment in them is their
weakness" (Simcha Bunem miP'shishcha). 
At first, G-d revealed Himself to the
Avot in the promise of Eretz Yisrael.
The Avot were the physical roots of
Israel and they observed the whole
Torah. This may be seen as of limited
merit since it was observance gained
through their own wisdom and not
divinely revealed. However "it attests
to their great spirituality that they
were able to achieve such heights
unaided" (Shem MiShmuel). Never-
theless, "greater is one who is

obligated than one whose observance
is not commanded" and this Divine
Revelation was granted only to Am
Yisrael.  G-d revealed Himself to the
whole world when He chose Israel as
His Nation by redeeming them from
Egypt. Then at Har Sinai, He revealed
His Torah to them so that a whole
nation could live according to His
Law. That is why the Torah uses the
singular form VAYICHAN, when
describing Israel's camping at Sinai;
"like one man with one heart". The
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Commandments too, were given in
the singular, rather than in the plural
form befitting pious individuals. Both
appropriate to a national entity. 
Perhaps, the most pertinent picture
which should be before our eyes
especially on Shavuot, is this idea of
Hashem teaching us His Torah, a
picture repeated in the first daily
b'racha, "Hashem, Who teaches Torah
to Israel". In Egypt holy scripts were
kept in ancient mysterious writings,
beliefs of other systems have been
maintained in great secrecy even from
believers and in yet others, knowledge
is restricted to priests; here G-d
Himself is the Teacher of His Torah.  
"I have taught you ordinances and
social laws which Hashem com-
manded to do in the land; which
nation has a G-d who is close to it,
which nation has righteous statutes
and ordinances, remember the day
you stood before Hashem at Horev"
(D'varim 4:5-10). 
Our commentators are divided as to
what exactly the nation heard at
Horev. Some teach that Israel heard
only the first 2 commandments from
G-d Himself. Others (Ibn Ezra,
Ramban and Sforno) that the whole
nation heard all of G-d's Words.
Irrespective, this was a Covenant
between G-d and the adult men and
women and their children present at
Sinai, which obligates even the future
generations of Israel. Commonly,
such obligation flows from the verse,
"not only with those present today but
even with those who are not".
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Abarbanel explains that while a son
cannot be obligated by his father's
oath, a slave's descendants are
inherited by his master, so our
obligation flows from Hashem
acquiring our fathers as slaves by the
Exodus.
Naturally people heard and under-
stood what was said at Sinai
according to their age, their individual
intellects, their life experience and
their spiritual status. This remains true
in every generation since. However,
Israel as a collective, present and
future, heard and accepted the
Covenant of Matan Torah. It was not
meant only for certain classes, nor
only for certain individuals nor for a
specialized group of professional or
permanent scholars. Therefore, the
study of Torah was likewise never
similarly restricted but obligates
everybody. "It is a mitzvat asei to
study Torah, whether he is poor or
rich, whether healthy or infirm,
whether he is young or old, even if he
is married and the father of children"
(Hilchot Talmud Torah1:8). It is true
that we have a special priestly cast,
Kohanim and Leviyim; yet a mamzer,
the offspring of an incestuous
relationship, the lowest spiritual level
(who is a Talmid Chacham), has
precedence over an ignorant Kohen

Gadol (Horayot 13b)
Why is it that Spanish Jewry with its
golden age of the greatest sages,
poets, halachic authorities and
philosophers, so easily succumbed to
assimilation and conversion even
before the inquisition? In contrast,
Jewry of Eastern Europe was able to
withstand for some 300 years, poverty
and persecution without accepting
conversion. In Spain there seems to
have been only a narrow group of
elitist scholars while in Eastern
Europe even the smallest village
approached a university town. Better
educated Jews studied Gemara, a
broader group studied Mishna, while
the least knowledgeable studied
Chumash, Nach, Aggada or just said
Tehillim. Broadly based Torah study
is a pattern which is found in all
communities; if it exists, the
communities exists, if not, that
community disappears. 
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The Two Messengers
Adapted from Mo’adei HaRe’iyah, pp. 482–483

The prophet Yeshayahu used a
metaphor of two messengers, the
Herald of Zion and the Herald of
Jerusalem, who together proclaim
the imminent redemption of Israel:

i ¦ni ¦xd̈ .oFI ¦v z ¤x ¤û ©a §n ,Kl̈Îi ¦l£r ©DŸab̈ x ©d l©r
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Herald of Zion, ascend a lofty
mountain! Herald of Jerusalem, lift
up your voice with strength, be not
afraid! (Yeshayahu 40:9)

Who are these two messengers?
Why was one commanded to scale
the mountain, while the second
messenger was instructed to raise
her voice?

Zion and Jerusalem
We must first analyze the difference

between the names “Zion” and
“Jerusalem”. “Zion” represents our
national aspirations for autonomy
and independence, while “Jeru-
salem” symbolizes our lofty visions
for holiness and spiritual greatness.
The Herald of Zion is none other
than the Zionist movement,
demanding the restoration of inde-
pendence and sovereignty for the
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Jewish people in their own land. This
call is heard clearly around the
world; there is no need to further
raise its voice.

However, secular Zionism is only
concerned with our legitimate rights
to self-rule. Its aspirations are the
same as those of every other nation.
The Herald of Jerusalem, on the
other hand, speaks of our return to
holiness, so that we may fulfill our
national destiny as “a kingdom of
kohanim and a holy nation” (Sh'mot
19:6). This messenger of redemption
calls for the restoration of Jerusalem,
our holy city, and the Beit
HaMikdash. Unlike the Herald of
Zion, she stands on “a high
mountain” - her vision comes from a
high and lofty standpoint. But her
voice is faint and her demand is not
heard clearly.

The Herald of Jerusalem seems to
fear raising her voice too loudly.

The prophet found fault with both
messengers. He reproved the Herald
of Zion: Why are you standing down
below, together with all the other

nations? Why do you only speak of
the commonplace goals of the
gentile nations? “Ascend a lofty
mountain!” Speak in the Name of
God, in the name of Israel’s holy
mission, in the name of the
prophetic visions of redemption for
the Jewish people and all of
humanity.

The prophet then turned to the
Herald of Jerusalem: You who call
for the return to the city of holiness,
you are speaking from the right
place, demanding our lofty ideals.
But your voice is not heard. You
need to learn from the Herald of
Zion and “Lift up your voice in
strength, be not afraid!” 
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Rabbi Weinreb's Weekly Column:

B'chukotai *
The Walking Tour
I am the type of person who has
always believed that the only way to
learn about something important is
to buy a book about it. For example,
it has been my good fortune to have
traveled widely in my life and to
have visited many interesting cities.
Invariably, I bought guidebooks
before each such visit, with detailed
itineraries describing the "not to be
missed" sites in those cities.

Eventually, I learned that there is a
much better way to come to know a
new city than to read a book about
it. It is more interesting, more
entertaining, and more inspiring to
simply walk around the city aim-
lessly. I have even stopped buying
those books which provide maps of
walking tours around the city.
Instead I just wander, and have
never been disappointed in the
process.
The list of cities which I have
aimlessly explored has grown quite
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long over the years. It includes the
holy city of Jerusalem, my own
native New York, numerous other
cities in the United States, and
several in Europe such as London,
Rome and Prague.

Despite the diversity of these cities,
I inevitably end up in one of two
destinations: either a used book-
store, or a small park, usually one
in which children are playing.

The last time I had this experience,
I was quite taken aback and
muttered to myself, "I guess my feet
take me where my heart wants me
to go."

As soon as those words occurred to
me, I realized that they were not my
own words at all. Rather, I was
preceded in that reaction by two
very glorious figures in Jewish
history: the great sage Hillel, and no
one less than King David. That
brings us to this/last week's Torah
portion, B'chukotai (Vayikra 26:3-
27:34).

The parsha begins: "If you follow
My laws and faithfully observe My
commandments, I will grant your
rains in their season..."

That is the standard translation of
this opening verse. But a more

literal translation would begin not,
"If you follow My laws", but rather,
"If you walk in My laws". Most
translators understandably choose
the word "follow" over the literal
"walk" in this context.

But the Midrash takes a different
approach. It retains the literal "walk"
and links it to the phrase in T'hilim
119:59 which reads, "I have
considered my ways, and have
turned my steps to Your decrees."
After linking the verse in our Torah
portion with this verse from T'hilim,
the Midrash continues, putting
these words into the mouth of King
David: "Master of the universe,
each and every day I would decide
to go to such and such a place, or
to such and such a dwelling, but my
feet would bring me to synagogues
and study halls, as it is written: 'I
have turned my steps to Your
decrees.'"

Long before this Midrash was
composed, but long after the life of
King David, the rabbinic sage Hillel
is recorded by the Talmud to have
said, "To the place which I love, that
is where my feet guide me" (Sukka
53a).

The lesson is clear. Our uncon-
scious knows our authentic inner
preferences very well. So much so
that no matter what our conscious
plans are, our feet take us to where
we really want to be. To take myself
as an example, I may have told
myself when I visited some new city
that I wanted to see its ancient
ruins, its museums, its palaces and
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Houses of Parliament. But my inner
self knew better and instructed my
feet to direct me to the musty old
bookstores where I could browse to
my heart's content. Or to off-the-
beaten-path, leafy parks where I
could observe children at play.

This Midrash understands the
opening phrase of our parsha, "If
you walk in My laws", as indicating
the Torah's desire that we internal-
ize God's laws thoroughly so that
they become our major purpose in
life. Even if we initially define our
life's journey in terms of very
different goals, God's laws will
hopefully become our ultimate
destination.
There are numerous other ways
suggested by commentaries
throughout the ages to understand
the literal phrase, "If you walk in My
ways." Indeed, Rabbi Chaim ibn
Atar, the great 18th century author
of Ohr HaChayim, enumerates no
less than 42 explanations of the
phrase.

Several of his explanations, while
not identical to that of our Midrash,
are consistent with it and help us
understand it more deeply.
For example, he suggests that by
using the verb "walk", the Torah is
suggesting to us that it is some-
times important in religious life to
leave one's familiar environment.
One must "walk", embark on a
journey to some distant place, in
order to fully realize his or her
religious mission. It is hard to be
innovative, it is hard to change, in

the presence of people who have
known us all of our lives.

Ohr HaChayim also leaves us with
the following profound insight,
which the author bases upon a
passage in the sourcebook of the
Kabbala, the Zohar:

"Animals do not change their
nature. They are not 'walkers'. But
humans are 'walkers'. We are
always changing our habits,
'walking away' from base conduct to
noble conduct, and from lower
levels of behavior to higher ones.
'Walking', progressing, is our very
essence. 'Walking' distinguishes us
from the rest of God's creatures."

The phrase "to walk" is thus a
powerful metaphor for who we are.
No wonder, then, that this final
portion of the Book of Vayikra
begins with such a choice of words.
All of life is a journey, and despite
our intentions, we somehow arrive
at B'chukotai, "My laws", so that we
end our journey through this third
book of the Bible with these words:

"These are the commandments that
HaShem gave Moshe for the people
of Israel on Mount Sinai." 
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Bamidbar

Large Numbers
and Small
The commencement of the Book of
Numbers, Bamidbar, raises many
questions about Jewish population
numbers.

Until the establishment of Israel, Jews
everywhere were a tiny minority. In
Israel these days they are have the new
experience of being a majority. Both
aspects have their implications.

As a minority, according to the legal
scholar Arthur Lehman Goodhart, it is
our small numbers that have allowed
us to achieve so much. Goodhart sees
three advantages in being a minority:
you have a questioning spirit and do
not accept things as they are, you
show moral courage and stand up for
your principles, you have an adventur-
ous spirit and are willing to pioneer
and persevere.

All very well, but to Goodhart’s
analysis a warning has to be added. To
survive, and to achieve, a minority
needs a high degree of loyalty and

commitment from every member. The
lesson for each of us is that we dare
not abdicate and leave the future to
the others. There are no others.

As a majority in Israel, we have to
acknowledge a new responsibility, to
value and celebrate every minority
group.

We cannot tell anyone to be a leopard
that changes its spots, not can we tell
them they have no right to their own
identity and culture. For centuries we
were downtrodden as a minority; now
we must not discriminate against
other minorities.

[Ed. note: It should go without saying - but it needs
to be said - that minorities who agree to live in peace
with the Jewish majority and respect and follow the
laws of the land, can and should be valued and
celebrated. This does not apply to minorities who
declare allegiance to our enemies and seek to harm
the Jews in this land and elsewhere. - PC]

Internally, we dare not be lazy and say
there are enough other Jews to keep
Jewishness going. If everybody felt like
that, there would be no Jewishness.

It’s like the story from Chelm of the
call on every family to contribute wine
to a barrel which was to be given to
the local duke. One person decided it
was good enough for him to put water
into the barrel instead of wine. A
second had the same opinion, and so
did everyone else, and the barrel of
wine became a barrel of water.
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Why Mashiach Descends
from Immaculate Deception
by Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher

Dean of Students, Diaspora Yeshiva

How can we understand the fact that
our Mashiach, King David descends
from sullied and problematic lineage?
His paternal ancestors, including his
great-grandfather Boaz, was the result
of an act of incest between Yehuda
and his daughter-in-law Tamar. She
deceived Yehuda by posing as a harlot
in order to have his child. Yet Yehuda
is the father of the tribe from whom
the Mashiach will emerge (B'reishit
38-39, Ruth 4). 

On King David's maternal side, was a
convert to Judaism, Ruth. She was a
Moabite princess, and although the
Torah prohibits Moabite converts to
marry into the mainstream Jewish
People (D'varim 23), the Beit Din of
Boaz ruled that this prohibition
applies only to male Moabites and not
to females. Moreover, Moav, Ruth's
ancestor, was the result of incest
between Lot and his daughter
(B'reishit 19). Therefore, Ruth, the
great-grandmother of the Mashiach,
descends from a very questionable
past. 

What is Judaism teaching us by
having the Mashiach descend from
incestuous acts? The Midrash states
that this Messianic ancestry was
purposely designed, the proof-text
being the strange use of the word
ZERA (seed) rather than BEN (son),

in reference to Boaz and Lot.

When Boaz married Ruth, the Jews
blessed the couple at the gates of the
city of Efrat, saying, "May your house
become like the house of Peretz,
whom Tamar bore to Yehuda, from
the ZERA (seed) which G-D gives
you from this NA'ARA, (young
woman)" (Ruth 4). 

It is strange for the text to refer to
Ruth, a widow for at least a decade as
a NA'ARA, and the reference to Lot's
act of incest with his daughter which
seems like a bizarre blessing. Based
on this verse in Ruth, the Midrash
interprets the verse in B'reishit 19,
"And the elder daughter said to the
younger, 'Come let us make our father
drunk with wine and let us be with
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him, so that we may enable our father
to give life to his ZERA'." The
Midrash continues that this ZERA in
the Book of Ruth is the same ZERA
that comes from Lot and his daughter
(Midrash Ruth Zuta).
The idea that good can emerge from
evil is built into the Jewish concept of
the Mashiach. Just as the grand-
daughter of the cruel and immoral
Moav could become the loving,
modest, and gracious Ruth, all people
of despair can rehabilitate themselves
and bring the Mashiach. 
Rav Yosef Ber Soloveitchik under-
stood this idea from this Midrash. The
Rav explains that this idea is precisely
the lesson that Lot's daughter wanted
to impress on her younger sister in
B'reishit 19, "The elder sister said to
the younger, 'Our father is old and
there is no man on earth to come to us
in the manner of all societies.'" The
Midrash B'reishit Rabba states that
these sisters believed the entire world
had been destroyed as in the days of
No'ach's Flood. 
Thus, Rav Soloveitchik explains, the
elder sister suggested that they each
deceive and seduce their father
through intoxication, so that they
could repopulate the earth. The
younger sister hesitates at the act of
incest, and she sees no point in
attempting to restart the world. After

all, G-D attempted to establish a
perfect world, first in Eden with
Adam and Chava and again with
No'ach and the Covenant of the
Rainbow (B'reishit 9). Both ended in
failure, for humanity sank repeatedly
into immorality and corruption. This
sister felt it would be absurd and in
this case of incest, immoral, to begin
humanity once again.

The elder sister would not give up,
said Rav Soloveitchik. She argued
that G-D would never have created
the human being in the Divine Image
if evil were to triumph, and if human
civilization would destroy itself.

No, she insisted, we must have faith in
the possibility of T'shuva. As the
verse in Mishlei states, "The Tzadik
will fail and fall 7 times, but he keeps
rising up." The Baal Shem-Tov
explains this verse as ONLY after a
person fails and falls 7 times, and
doesn't give up, but continues to try to
better himself, only then is he a
Tzadik.

Belief in the Mashiach is based on
faith in the power of T'shuva. This is
the lesson that Lot's daughter was
teaching humanity, Therefore, she
became the ancestor of the Mashiach,
who will redeem all of humanity. 
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 The terrible thing about getting our
way all the time is never coming to
understand the ways of others.

 In youth, the visions are in the
future; in old age, in the past.

 It is not whether we keep our
noses, but our souls clean that
interests G-d.

from "A Candle by Day" by Rabbi Shraga Silverstein z"l
www.createspace.com/4492905
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Birchot HaTorah
Those who stay up all night learning
Torah on Shavuot are aware of the
problem of whether to say Birchot Ha-
Torah on Shavuot morning or not. The
standard practice is to find someone
who slept at night and ask him to say
his brachot aloud so that those who
had not slept can answer AMEIN and
not have to deal with the SAFEK
(doubt) as to whether the brachot are
required (because it is another day) or
not required (because one hadn't slept
since the Birchot HaTorah of Erev
Shavuot morning). If no one was
around to say Birchot HaTorah for you,
then we were supposed to have
KAVANA during the pre-Sh'ma bracha
of AHAVA RABBA in lieu of Birchot
HaTorah.

This year, things are a bit different. With
Erev Yom Tov on Shabbat, it is likely
that one will take a Shabbat afternoon
nap. If that is the case, then the
combination of the nap and the
passing of the night (even without
sleep), requires Birchot HaTorah on
Shavuot morning (without finding
someone to say his out loud). [One who
doesn't nap on Shabbat Erev Shavuot is
in the situation described above.]
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SCHEDULE NOTES SUNDAY • '` mei MONDAY • 'a mei

4
Shabbat shiur - 5:00pm

Fixed time through
Parshat Ki Tavo (Sep 24)

Parshat BAMIDBAR
June 4th • 27 Iyar

Rabbi Aharon Ziegler

f
In the Ganchrow

Beit Midrash...

Sun/Tue/Thu
10:00am

Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld
Masechet Taanit

is in tribute to
Rabbi Fred Hollander z"l

We're closed in the
morning for the special

Yom Yerushalayim
Celebration.

Reopening at 1:20pm
for Mincha

2:00pm
Rabbi Chaim Eisen
Celebrating Yom

Yerushalayim - and the
875th Anniversary of
R’ Yehudah HaLevi’s

Journey here: Singing
Yerushalayim through

his Poetry

2:00pm
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher

Topic for June 5th:

Why is Shavuot the day
BEFFORE Matan Torah?

9:15am
Pearl Borow

The Book of Yechezkeil

9:30/10:30am
Mommy & Me

with Jackie
054-533-9305

MON 10:00am (men & women)
Rabbi Poupko's

Parsha Perspective

10:30am
Rabbi Zev Leff
on Pirkei Avot

11:30am (women)
Get Fit while You Sit

Exercise with Sura Faecher
050-415-3239

Sun thru Thu • 11:15am
RCA DAF YOMI

Rotating Magidei Shiur
The Daf Yomi shiur

is in tribute to Rabbi
Yitzchak Botwinick z"l

Su/M/W/Th
4:30pm

Rabbi Hillel Ruvel
Gemara Shiur

Masechet Avoda Zara

Why is Jerusalem  D.C.
not in the Torah?

7:00pm (no charge)
Rabbi Joseph C.

Klausner/Yedidyahu

8:00pm (no charge)
Rabbi

Mordechai Machlis
the Book of Shmuel

2:00pm
Rebbitzen Pearl Borow

Women in Tanach

3:00pm
Phil Chernofsky

Mishna, Mitzvot & more

3:00pm for CHILDREN
Music with Jackie

5:20pm (2 hrs)
Pri-Hadash Writing Workshop

Mondays, 6:30pm
Emotions Anonymous

Faigy 02-571-0632

Mondays, 8:00pm
Rabbi Avrum Kowalsky

Topics in the
Book of  Sh'muel

Note new topic
Please bring a
Tanach with you
(or Sefer Sh'muel)

7:30pm (women)
OU Intergenerational Choir

Directed by Hadassah Jacob
call Sara - 560 9104
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TUESDAY • 'b mei WEDNESDAY • 'c mei THURSDAY • 'd mei
9:00am

Rabbi Breitowitz
Minchat Chinuch

The Study of Mitzvot

9:15am - L'AYLA
Mrs. Shira Smiles

"Returning to Roots"

10:30am
Rabbi Sholom Gold
Parshat Hashavua

11:30am T'hilim Group (women)

11:30am (June 7th)
Rabbi Aharon Ziegler

Contemorary Halachic Issues

No class for June 7,14,21
Rabbi Nachman Winkler
Resumes IYH, June 28th

9:00am
Rabbi Aharon Adler
The Rav on Sh'mot

9:45am (no charge)
Reuven Wolfeld
Sedra Treasures

10:15am
Rabbi Anthony Manning
Halachic and Hashkafic

Issues in
Contemporary Society

11:15am - L'AYLA
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler

In-depth Trei Asar

12:15pm - L'AYLA
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler

Hilchot Shabbat

2:00pm (2 hrs)

9:00am
Rabbi Ari Kahn

Parshat HaShavua

10:00am-noon
Dr. Hayim Abramson

Midrash Hashavua

10:10am
Rabbi Baruch Taub
"Thursday, the Rabbi

gave his Drasha"

2:00pm
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher

Current Events
in the Weekly Haftara

Thank you to Yehuda Lave for
helping to make this shiur a reality

3:00-5:00pm
Knitting Club with Verna

7:00pm
Israeli Advocacy
Special program
see page 33 top

Rebbetzin Pearl Borow
The Book of Nechemiya

Chumash with M'forshim

7:00pm (3 hrs)
Rabbi Yonatan Kolatch

Topics in Parshanut

7:30pm
Rabbi Chaim Eisen

A Different Kind of Parsha
Shi‘ur: Learning Jewish

Philosophy through
Parshat HaShavua

8:00pm
Style your Life

see page 33 bottom

Classes and shiurim at/of
the OU Israel Center

are components of
OU Israel's Project Yedid,

Project L'Ayla,
and the

Avrom Silver Jerusalem
College for Adults
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Well over 1000 audio and video
shiurim for listening and

downloading plus written articles
www.rabbisholomgold.com

US Citizenship
for your Children
and Grandchildren

Michele Coven Wolgel
Attorney and Notary

Specializing in American
Immigration and Naturalization Law

for over 20 years
EARLY FILING IS ESSENTIAL !!!

www.wolgelaw.com
www.facebook.com/uscitizenshipinfo

lawyer@wolgelaw.co.il
tel: (02) 590-3444

Member, AILA
(American Immigration Lawyers Association)

Of Counsel to Bretz & Coven, LLP
www.bretzlaw.com

From the S'forno Jacob Solomon

The opening chapters of Sefer
Bamidbar give the details of:

Take a census of the Israelites…
include every military-eligible male
from age twenty and up (1:2-3).

On occasion, the S'forno examines a
theme in kabalistic dimensions. His
presentation of the census and the
marching procedures is one of them. 

In his introduction to Sefer Bamidbar,
the S'forno explains that the census
and the designation of flag-marked
positions for each tribe in the camp
were G-d's acts of kindness to the
Israelites. For G-d's directions to
Moshe placed the Israelites in a
physical position that was in harmony
with the merkava (Divine chariot),
experienced as a vision by the nevi'im.
That would enable them to enter the
Promised Land peacefully, as the
nations would leave on their own
accord (S'forno to 1:2).

Indeed, it may be suggested that the
emphasis on the military eligibility of
all males over twenty would achieve
two things. Firstly, it would create a
sense of order and decorum in a
community that were slaves until very
recently. Secondly, its disciplined
formation viewed from afar or by
hearsay would persuade the seven
Canaanite nations to take themselves
elsewhere.

Sefer Bamidbar proceeds to detail the
ways that the Israelites did cooperate,
so that they would be worthy of
entering the Land without going into
battle. They initiated and gave duties
to the tribe of Levi, they separated
those who were tamei from the camp,
they established procedures for
dealing with suspected spiritually-
incompatible adultery and sanctifying
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In every sedra Bamidbar except Naso & Balak

individuals as nezirim, and they
connected the Israelites to G-d
through Birkat Kohanim. They also
dedicated the mizbei'ach, observed
Pesach according to its detailed laws,
and showed willingness to follow G-d
in the wilderness. 

However, the alignment of this high
level of kedusha with spiritual forces
in the Creation was to rupture beyond
immediate repair with the episode of
the Spies. 

In this way, the S'forno demonstrates
a fundamental connection between
seemingly unrelated elements in Sefer
Bamidbar.  

Extending this principle, all physical
items of kedusha have that status
because of their alignment with the
higher spiritual forces in the Creation.
A Sefer Torah achieves that level when
the final letter is inscribed and the text
is complete, thereby converting folios
of Torah-inscribed parchment into a
new entity of much higher kedusha. A
beit knesset raises mere space to
being a confined area spiritually
designated for the purpose of tefilla
and limud Torah.

Indeed, the Halacha defines the
practices and behaviors that are
compatible with the forces that these
elements connect with. They include
not using a beit k'nesset as a short cut,
and standing when the Sefer Torah is
carried and when the Aron Kodesh is
open. p
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Medina & Halacha
Exploring the Jewish State

through the lens of Jewish Law
$Rabbi Shimshon HaKohen Nadel

Is There a Mitzva of
Aliya L'Regel Today? 
Part 2 • Last week, we saw that
according to the Turei Even and Sefer
Yere'im, the mitzva of aliya l'regel is
still in effect today. Without the
requisite korbanot, one would be
considered an oness, unable to offer
them due to circumstance, but would
still fulfill the mitzva of re'iya,
"appearing" in Jerusalem.

A Midrashic statement intimates that
indeed the Jewish People never ceased
ascending to Jerusalem three times a
year: "Just as a dove never leaves its
cote, even if you remove its nestlings -
so too Israel, even though the Beit
HaMikdash was destroyed, the three
pilgrimages were never nullified" (Shir
Hashirim Rabba 1:2).

In fact, evidence from the Talmud and
Rishonim suggests that aliya l'regel
continued, even following the
destruction of the Second Temple.
According to Rabban Gamliel (Mishna
Ta'anit 1:3), we delay asking for rain in
Eretz Yisrael until the 7th of Marhesh-
van. This is to allow olei regel time to
travel home. Why, after the destruc-
tion of the Mikdash has this practice
continued? The answer, writes
Rabbeinu Nissim, is that "even after
the destruction, there were those who
gathered together from the environs
to come to Jerusalem for the regel, as

is still done today" (Ran in the pages of
the Rif 2a, s.v. v'ika l'meidak).

One of the reasons given in the
Talmud (Sanhedrin 11a) for proclaiming
a leap year is if the roads and bridges
are in poor condition, making aliya
l'regel impossible. The Talmud (ad loc.)
describes a number of attempts made
by Rabban Gamliel to proclaim a leap
year. R. Yaakov Emden identifies this
Rabban Gamliel as the Rabban Gamliel
who served as nasi in Yavneh following
the destruction of the Temple,  again
suggesting that aliya l'regel was taking
place post-churban (She'eilat Yaavetz
1:87, 89).

While the obligation to immerse in a
mikva prior to the regel, per Rosh
Hashana 16b, is subject to controversy,
according to some opinions, the
obligation still applies today (See, for
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example, Shu"t Sho'el U'meishiv,
Mahadura Tlita'a, no. 123). This too can
be interpreted as suggesting that the
mitzva of aliya l'regel still applies
today.
When a husband prohibits his wife
from aliya l'regel by dint of a neder,
the Talmud (Nedarim 23a) records that
R. Yossi was matir the neder. In his
commentary, Maharatz Chajes writes
that R. Yossi lived after the churban,
demonstrating that "even after the
churban, there were those who went
up to pray in Jerusalem, at the makom
hamikdash." In addition, in a number
of places in his glosses to the Talmud
and in his responsa, Maharatz Chajes
offers similar analysis, citing Talmudic
passages he believes suggest that the
mitzva of re'iya was being performed
centuries after the destruction of the
Temple.

According to the late professor Shmuel
Safrai, discussion of the redemption of
ma'aser sheni found in the Talmuds
Bavli and Yerushalmi and Tosefta also
suggests that
aliya l'regel
was taking
place follow-
ing the
destruction of
the Temple.
(See his
article,
"ha-Aliya
l'Regel
Lirushalayim
l'Achar
haChur- ban",
Perakim
b'Toldot
Yerushalayim
Bimei Bayit

Sheni, J'lem: Yad Yitzchak Ben-Zvi,
1980, pp. 378-381).

Sefer Chasidim (no. 630) describes how
Rav Hai Gaon would ascend to
Jerusalem each year on Succot and
encircle the graves on Mt. of Olives
seven times on Hoshana Rabba,
evocative of the circuits around the
Temple's altar. A geniza fragment,
published in 1973, confirms pilgrim-
ages to Jerusalem during the Geonic
Period. The fragment, which belonged
to a siddur in the Geonic Period,
instructs those who are fortunate to
ascend to rend their garments when
they see Jerusalem and the place of the
Temple in ruin, per Moed Katan 26a.

The tradition continued into the
Rishonic Period. Writing in the 13th
century, Tanchum haYerushalmi
describes how pilgrims would rendez-
vous in Meron in order to ascend to
Jerusalem together (See his Commen-
tary to Yehoshua 11:5). In a travelogue
from the early 14th century, a student
of Ramban, describes Jews gathering
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together for Pesach Sheni (Published in
Avraham Yaari, Masa'ot Eretz Yisrael,
Ramat Gan: Masada, 1976, pp. 81-98).

Ishtori haParchi, who emigrated from
France to Israel in the 14th Century,
describes how Jews came to Jerusalem
from Egypt and the surrounding areas
for the festivals in order to evoke
feelings of anguish over the
destruction of the Temple (Kaftor
Vaferach, chap. 6).

Many pilgrims would come for the
holiday of Shavuot. Some scholars
even suggest that the custom of
making pilgrimages to Meron on Lag
BaOmer began as Jews would rendez-
vous there on or around Lag BaOmer in
order to travel together ot Jerusalem
for Shavuot. R. Shimon ben Tzemach
Duran, writing in the 15th century,
describes how he was witness to a

miracle on Shavuot, just like in the
Holy Temple, with the synagogues
being able to hold all the olei regel - a
sign that the redemption is near
(Tashbetz 3:201). A century later,
Maharit writes that aliya l'regel
following the destruction of the
Temple is an expression of the Jewish
People's great love for the Land of
Israel (Maharit 1:134). In his famous
teshuva on the topic of Yom Tov Sheni,
Rabbi Yosef Karo 16th cent.) addresses
Jews coming on aliya l'regel (Avkat
Rochel, 26).

The practice of aliyah l'regel continues
until today, as Jews from around the
world ascend to Jerusalem three times
a year. The question we shall explore
next week is what status these
post-Churban pilgrimages have in
halacha. 
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Spring series by
Rabbi Berel Wein
The Book of Ruth
LAST LECTURE
Tuesday, June 7th • 8:30pm

"Ruth for our Times"
Beit Knesset HaNasi • 24 Ussishkin • 25/20/10å
SHAVUOT RETREAT at the Lavi Hotel

with Rabbi Berel Wein is
FULLY BOOKED
We thank all our readers and guests

who will be attending this special event

Reprinted from

Rabbi Wein's
Weekly
Blog

In this week’s reading of the Torah,
almost the entire text is devoted to
a count of the Jewish people as
they encamped in the desert of
Sinai. Later in this same book of the
Torah, a further count will be taken
and recorded. This idea of taking a
census of the population of the
nation is easily understood and
accepted in our society as well.
Currently almost all countries and
societies conduct a census on a
regular basis.

However, reading further in Tanach,
we see that the kings and leaders
of the Jewish people in the Land of
Israel also took, at the very least, a
partial census of the people at
certain given opportunities. Yet,
even though the results of the
census here in the desert of Sinai is
given to us in minute detail and
exact numbers, the later counts of
the Jewish people, when they
resided in the Land of Israel, never,
except for military formations, was
recorded for us in exact numbers.

It is as though the numbers of those
later governmental counts are
seemingly immaterial and irrelevant
to the core story of the Jewish
people. So, why then does the
counting of the Jewish people and
its resultant numbers play such a

dominant role in the text of the
Torah? And this is especially
difficult to deal with when the Torah
itself tells us that we will never be a
nation of large numbers of people
but that rather we will always be
“the fewest in number…”

Every individual has a worth and a
value no matter the time in which
he lives or where he is located on
this earth. Nevertheless, there is a
difference between the count of a
dwelling in isolation and under
supernatural conditions in a track-
less desert, and the count of the
people living in its own country and
attempting to develop its own
society and culture under “normal”
circumstances.

In the desert, everything was yet
theoretical and potential but not yet
real and practical. Therefore people
were numbers and to a certain
extent they were all absolutely
equal. But when the Jewish people
arrived in the Land of Israel, the
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SALES
• OLD KATAMON (Nili)
Near HaPalmach, 4 rms,
1 floor, beautifully reno-
vated, quiet, pleasant and bright,  sukka
balcony, highly recommended! 
2,790,000NIS

• RASKO (Shimoni) 4-rm duplex, 80m, 
lovely garden, private entrance, high
ceilings, bright & pleasant. 2,250,000NIS 

• GERMAN COLONY Arab house,
130m, 1st fl, 4 exposures, bright & quiet,
high ceilings, huge garden (in use), huge
potential! 4,600,000NIS 

• OLD KATAMON, (Bruriah St.),
walking distance 'Shtiblach' & Emek
Refaim.  80m, 3.5 rms, 1st fl, high
ceilings, large living room, spacious and
bright, quiet. 2,650,000NIS

• OLD KATAMON, (HaLamed Hei), 
4 rooms, 90m, full of potential, 
stone building, parking. 2,790,000NIS

• GIVAT MORDECHAI 4 rms, 90m,
private entrance, 120m garden, parking
and storage + generating unit with a
separate entrance, highly recommended,
near synagogues. 3,200,000NIS 

• SHAAREI CHESED (Diskin St.) 4-rm
duplex, 110m, 3rd fl w/Shabbat elevator,
bright, nice view, parking, 3,000,000NIS 

• YEMIN MOSHE (Malchi) unique, lots
of character, 220m cottage, pvt garden,
balconies, view to Old City Walls
8,700,000NIS 

RENTALS
Selection of apartments 2,3,4,5 rms
for rent throughout Jerusalem for
long-term, immediate occupancy

Tal 02-566-6218

task of nation-building required -
and continues to require - the
assignment of different tasks to
different people.

A living society is constructed by
many different forces and ideas -
and this presupposes many differ-
ent people who are not mere
numbers but rather independent
thinkers and doers. In prisons and
enforced labor camps, people were
only numbers. In a vibrant dynamic
society, we are not interested in the
numbers as much as we are
interested in the tasks fulfilled, the
dreams being dreamt and the
independence of human thought
and creativity.

In this scenario, we do not see the
actual numbers of the count as
being vital to the task at hand.
Naturally, numbers and size of
population are important. But they
are only limited factors in defining
the greatness of the people and the
strength of the nation. No longer
living in a desert, in exile, not living
in theory but in practice, each of us
has to apply one’s self to the task
before us here in Israel. 
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8
FUN

PLACES
TO SHOP
Stop by
often;

new items
all the time

TtRiDdLeS
Prizes for TTriddle solutions

Jerusalem (3 stores)
•15 Malchei Yisrael in Geula

•Rechov Lunz right off Ben Yehuda
Midrachov in the center of town

•Kanfei Nesharim 64

Ramat Beit Shemesh
•RBS Alef Shopping Center

Bnei Braq •Rabbi Akiva Street

Ra'anana •R' Achuza 110

Rishon L'Tziyon •Kenyon HaB'eir

Efrat Dekel Shopping Center

World of Jewish Music

Malchei Yisrael 5
 Jerusalem

02-538-8474

Rabbi Akiva 88, Bnei Braq • 03-579-9580

Previous (B'CHUKOTAI) TTriddles:

[1] If a fifth is actually a quarter,
what's an eighth?

This is more a test to see if you read and
understood the issue of CHOMESH in
the Sedra Summary, than it is a
TTriddle. In B'chukotai and elsewhere in
the Torah, the concept of adding a
CHOMESH as a penalty for various
violations, is presented. For example, if
one wants to redeem his own Maaseir
Sheini and take the money to
Jerusalem to spend it on food and drink
- rather than take the actual produce -
he is obligated to as a CHOMESH to the
market value of the produce in
question (his Maaseir Sheini).
CHOMESH is a fifth, but the amount to
be added is actually a fourth of the
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Eiferman Properties Ltd
Real Estate & Investment Agency

OLD KATAMON 140m + 55m unit, Succah,
elevator + extras!
KIRYAT SHMUEL Renovated, 2 bedrm, succah
RECHAVIA (Abarbanel) Renovated, 2 bdrm, succah
WOLFSON 4 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, view, 
Shabbat elevator, storage room, parking!
HAR NOF: 4-8 rm apts and villas
TALBIEH - 1. Private Villa - 400m + bldg rights
2. Building: 4 storey + building rights
3. Renovated 3 bedrooms., Succah, 4 exposures!
NACHLA'OT- Spectacular 400m villa
MORASHA - near Old City- Magnificent
365m cottage, garden, parking, option for 2 cottages
GIVAT HAMIVTAR: 360m Villa + two units

VILLAS AND LAND FOR SALE
IN JERUSALEM SUBURB

RENTALS: SHAAREI CHESED - cottage, 195m, 
5 bedrooms, garden + balcony. View. Immediate
OLD KATAMON - (1) 2 bdrms. elevator, parking
(2) Arab-style house, 3 bdrms. garden, full of charm,
renovated, furnished
CITY CENTER - 2 bdrms., garden, renovated, pking
WOLFSON VILLA - 150m, sukka, parking

Check our website for RESALES and additional PROJECTS
www.eifermanrealty.com

Can't find what you want? Call us (02) 651-4030

Old Movies & Video
Quality Transfer to DVD
Michael: (02) 970-9090 0522-8686-26

Preserve family history
Photography for those personal and intimate occasions

value of the produce. As we have stated
many times, if the principal value
(KEREN) is 100 shekels, then adding a
quarter (i.e. 25 shekels) brings the total
value to 125 shekels. The added 25
shekels is one fifth of the total amount.
This is the definition of CHOMESH.
Adding a fifth of 100 would mean
adding 20 for a total of 120. But 20 is
only a sixth of the whole amount. Not
enough.

Using algebra, is x = the amount to be
added, then x = 1/5 • (100+x) where 100
is the principal amount. Multiplying
both sides of the equation by 5 gives us
5x = 100+x. Subtracting x from both
sides gives us 4x = 100. Dividing both
sides by 4 gives us 25, the amount to be
added to the principal.

Using the same kind of equation to
answer the TTriddle, let x be the
amount to be added, such that x = 1/8 •
(1+x) - in this equation, the principal is
set at 1. Soloving, we get 8x = 1+x; 7x =
1; x=1/7. That's the answer - one
seventh.

[2] FPTL: What number sedra is
Vayeishev? (answer with one
B'chukotai word)

Vayeishev is B'reishit's and the Torah's
9th sedra. The ninth = HAT'SHI'IT, a
word we might spell
HEI-TAV-SHIN-YUD-AYIN-YUD-TAV.
However, the word which occurs in
B'chukotai is spelled without the
second YUD giving us a gimatriya of
5+400+300+10+70+400 = 1185, the TT
number for the B'chukotai 5776 issue.
This is the only occurrence of the word
with that spelling in all of Tanach. It

refers to G-d's promise that we will
have enough food available to carry us
through the Sh'mita year and the Yovel
year (8th year) which follows and into
the 9th year until new produce can hbe
harvested.

HAT'SHI'IT with the second YUD but
without the first one occurs twice, both
times in Yirmiyahu, and referring to the
9th year of the reign of Tzidkiyahu
HaMelech. The word with two YUDs
does not occur at all in Tanach.
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Schocketino
Catering

Under the
supervision

of
u-Israel
Mehadrin

Pareve
and

Meat
menu

Call
052-855-1538

Brit,
Bar/Bat Mitzva
Sheva Brachot

Anniversary
Family gathering

Rabbi Kahana's articles www.nachmankahana.com

Chesed Fund
Please help us help 30 families and individuals
Please make checks out to "Chessed Fund",
send them to Israel Center Chesed Fund

 att. Menachem Persoff
POB 37015 / Jerusalem 91370
or leave them at the front desk
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for Fertility and Gynecology
in Accordance with Halacha

The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem and helps couples from all over the world who are experiencing fertility
problems. Puah offers free counseling in five languages, halachic supervision, and educational programs. Offices in
Jerusalem, New York, Los Angeles, Paris. Contact: (02) 651-5050 (Isr) • 718-336-0603 (US) • www.puahonline.org

What Treatment to Choose?
When a couple embarks on fertility
treatment the question is often raised
as to what is the preferred treatment. It
is commonly accepted that a couple
who have been trying to get pregnant
for twelve months unsuccessfully
should turn to fertility testing and, if
necessary, treatment.

The most basic treatment is ovulation
induction, in which medication is given
orally or by injection to increase the
chances of pregnancy by encourag- ing
the ovaries to ovulate, to release an egg,
or to release more than one egg, a
process called superovulation. This is a
low-tech method that needs to be
monitored to ensure that the body does
not over-react and hyper-stimulate, but
is not considered a problematic
procedure.

The next stage is intra-uterine
insemination (IUI) where sperm is
prepared in the clinic and injected into
the uterus, or in-vitro fertilization (IVF)
where the egg is also removed from the
body, is mixed with the sperm. The
fertilized eggs are then developed and
observed in the laboratory and one or
more are replaced into the uterus.

The question is often asked, on a
medical, practical, halachic and personal
level, which treatment is preferable, IUI
or IVF? This is not an easy question to
answer and depends on many factors.
IVF has better success rates but is much
more intensive, requiring more medica-

tion, more monitoring and a high tech
laboratory and an operating room. An
IUI can be performed in a local clinic
without anesthetic, often requiring less
medication and monitoring. IUI
basically mimics the natural course of
pregnancy whereas IVF controls con-
ception. In certain cases there is no
choice, for example, if a couple need to
check the fertilized eggs before
implantation, if they have a genetic
disorder, this can only be done during
an IVF when the fertilized eggs are in
the lab.

In many cases the decision which
fertility treatment to prefer depends on
the exact medical condition and it is
clearly not "one size fits all" as the
treatment needs to be tailor-made for
the case. That is why in Puah we take a
very in-depth medical history before
replying questions on which procedure
to undergo and whether it can be
permitted halachically.

This last point is important; if a couple
does not need an IVF it is a serious
halachic question whether they are
permitted to perform such a procedure.
An IUI has halachic questions involved,
such as the method of producing the
sperm sample and whether it can be
performed before going to the mikva.
But the IVF has even more questions
involved and this requires understand-
ing the medical needs before being able
to give an answer. More on this next
week.

Rabbi Gideon Weitzman
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ajviva42@gmail.com
052-458-8631

CALL
SARAH A.

ANGEL

054
652
9168
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www.gabairealestate.com
JERUSALEM

RABBI ZEIRA, OLD KATAMON close to German
Colony, walking distance to Emek Refaim. 86m, 3
bedrooms, 2 Sukah balconies, nice J'lem stone bldg,
quiet street full of light, excellent condition, parking
access to the building. Priced to sell! 2,590,000NIS

GRETZ, GERMAN COLONY quiet street, 3 rooms,
91m, Sukah balcony, beautifully renovated, bright
and surrounded by greenery, parking and storage

YOTAM, GREEK COLONY literally around the
corner from Emek Refaim, only 3 apts in this unique
Old Arab style bldg. Spacious 130m apt on one level!
4 bedrms, 2 full baths incl. master en-suite, 4 direc-
tions, 3.6m ceilings, character and charm, garden in
use, surrounded by trees, asking: 4,550,000NIS

INVESTMENT, OLD KATAMON J'lem stone
building! 80m, 1st floor, 3 balconies - 1 Sukka,
3 directions full of light, asking: 1,930,000NIS

FOR RENT Haportzim, beautifully renovated 
2-bedroom apt, fully furnished, 1st floor of a
gorgeous J'lem stone bldg, quiet, sukka balcony, for
immediate occupancy asking: 6500NIS/mo

FOR RENT Old Katamon, Nili St., over 100m, pvt
60m garden, good cond., parking, storage,
wheelchair accessible! Asking 6600NIS/mo

FOR RENT Spacious one bedroom apt in the most
prestigious location in J'lem. Across from Mamilla,
exceptionally large living area, American furniture
and appliances. Well- maintained and built to high
standards. Shabbat elevator, pvt parking & storage.
For immediate occupancy.  Asking $2500/mo

EFRAT, ZAYIT
Fantastic semi-attached house! over 450m on close to
half a dunam. Last house on a fabulous cul de sac,
more than 8 bedrooms, spacious entertaining areas,
full separate 3-bedroom apt, American-style kitchen
large backyard. Zayit has quickly turned into the
premier community for American ‘Olim’ because of
its tight knit community sense and close proximity to
Jerusalem.

 
Yaniv Gabbay                         Elia Gabai
052-614-1442                    052-862-9208
yaniv@gabairealestate.com • eliagabai@gmail.com

Wills and Pre-/Post-Nuptial Agreements,
Halachic Estate Planning
Tirtza Jotkowitz, Esq.

052-509-3356 • (02) 625-6475 • US 845-425-8871

CHIZUK ! IDUD
Divrei Torah from the weekly sedra

with a focus on living in Eretz Yisrael -
Chizuk for Olim & Idud for not-yet-Olim  

In Tehillim 122:6 we read: SHA'ALU
SH'LOM YERUSHALAYIM… Pray for
the peace of Jerusalem. The Radak
comments: "Sh'lom Yerushalayim is
Kibbutz Galuyot, the ingathering of the
exiles." We know well that this prayer
for redemption must be accompanied,
and brought to fruition, by action.

Yom Yerushalayim is the right time to
remember this truism, reminding
ourselves that the unfolding of the
process of Geula is dependent upon our
deeds. On this day, as we remember past
events, we must take note of how they
might have turned out differently were
we to have reacted in a different vein…

Shortly after General Motta Gur's
immortal proclamation: HAR HABA-
YIT B'YADEINU, the Temple Mount is
in our hands, two illustrious rabbinic
figures were conspicuously amongst the
very first civilian visitors to arrive on
scene. When Rav Tzvi Yehuda HaKohen
Kook zt"l arrived together with the
Nazir, Rav David Cohen zt"l (courtesy of
the protektzia pulled by the Nazir's
son-in-law, IDF chief rabbi Shlomo
Goren), Rav Zvi Yehuda uttered a
hopeful cry: "We have come home, we
shall never leave!" Although everyone
else around them was swept up in the
excitement and emotion of having just



OU Israel Center TT 1186    page 54    Bamidbar (m'vorchim) 5776

In memory of our beloved
father, grandfather and brother

Lionel (Chaim) Atkins l"f
on his 4th yahrzeit xii` e"k

and in memory of our beloved
daughter, sister, niece

Renana Rachel Elisha d"r
on her 18th yahrzeit oeiq `"i

and our mother, grandmother
Helen Atkins d"r

jexa mxkf idi
May their memories be blessed

The Elisha, Atkins, and Frankel Families

experienced the fantastic military victory
and conquest, Rav Zvi Yehuda was
uncertain regarding the future. Perhaps
having witnessed earlier episodes of
modern Jewish history (such as the
evacuation of Hebron Jewry in the wake
of the Arab riots and the pogrom in
1929) he knew that this was not the final
victory, but rather an additional way-
station on the long path towards the full
and complete Geula.
Rav Goren himself famously sounded
the cries of the shofar upon his arrival at
the Kotel to signal its liberation. In a
recorded speech, Rav Goren gave to the
assembled soldiers standing together in
the to be plaza of the Western Wall, he
said as follows: "This is the day we have
hoped for, let us rejoice and be glad in
His salvation! The vision of all
generations is being realized before our
eyes: The city of God, the site of the
Temple, the Temple Mount and the
Western Wall, the symbol of the nation's
redemption, have all been redeemed
today by you, heroes of the Israel

Defense Forces. By doing so you have
fulfilled the oath of generations, 'If I
forget thee, O Jerusalem, may my right
hand forget its cunning'

Although he was caught up in the
euphoria, nonetheless, Rav Goren shared
the understanding that much had to be
done in order to keep Har HaBayit
B'yadeinu. He suggested that as a
temporary measure the entire Temple
Mount area be declared a closed military
zone and that no one, Jew or Arab alike,
be allowed entry. Ultimately, Rav Goren
was overruled by the Defense Minister
Moshe Dayan and Chief of Staff
Yitzchak Rabin. 

In later years Rav Goren expressed regret
that he had not done more to further his
view that Jews are permitted to enter
certain areas of Har HaBayit. His view
did not prevail and control of Har
HaBayit was handed over to the Arab
Wakf. 

The outcome was different in Chevron.
Rav Goren describes how on the day
after the liberation of Har HaBayit, he
made his way to Kever Rachel to make
sure that Jews would have access, and
rushed from there there to join the troops
poised to enter the city of Chevron.
Mistakenly thinking that the Israeli
forces had already made it into the city,
Rav Goren rushed to Chevron in his
military jeep witnessing the whole way
there a great number of white flags
hanging from all the windows. Realizing
that this signified that Chevron would be
taken without a fight, he continued
towards Ma'arat HaMachpela only to
discover that at this point he had already
moved ahead of the front line, and was
preceding the rest of the advancing
troops. 
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Mazal Tov to
Lisa & Ahiya Galinsky
on the birth of a son

A.B.L.E. - ADVANCED BETTER
LIVING FOR THE ELDERLY

We offer:
Assistance in coping with aging issues:
health conditions, physical and/or
mental impairment
Assistance to children coping with aging
parents
Navigation of social services
Assistance in finding a more appropriate
environment if necessary
Assistance in finding a home aide

Shelli Frimer, Geriatric Social Worker
054-4475781 • ABLE.Shelli@gmail.com

•

•

•
•

•

Sort of like three sets of unnamed twins in the sedra

Rav Goren excitedly began to scramble
up the steps leading to Maarat
Hamachpela only to find that the
entrance was blocked by a long chained
gate. For 700 years, ever since the
Mamlukes conquered Chevron declaring
it a mosque, no Jew had been allowed
beyond the seventh step of Ma'arat
HaMachpela. Rav Goren attached the
chained gate to his jeep and pulling down
the gates, he entered the cave - the first
Jew in hundreds of years, leaving behind
a Torah and Aron Kodesh. Here R.
Goren was ultimately successful in
convincing the Jewish authorities that
this was a Jewish holy site which must
remain open to Jews. I have personally
been privileged, on several occasions, to
celebrate my grandchildren's Chumash
parties at the entrance to the cave of
Machpela. 

In the year 2007, on May 13, HaAretz
reported that a large group of Rabbis,
including Rabbi Dov Leor, and Rabbi
Nachum Rabinowitz, among others, had
visited the Temple Mount. Later, others,
including Rav Chaim Druckman and
Kiryat Shmoneh Chief Rabbi - Rav
Zfania Drori, called on "The entire holy
public to assemble on the Holy Mount in
purity". 

How will things proceed from here? Will
these - still controversial - calls be more
successful than the earlier attempts made
by Rav Goren? Time will tell… 

Rabbi Yerachmiel Roness, Ramat Shiloh, Beit Shemesh
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Zimmer in Rosh Pina
Folberg Family Kosher B&B

054-472-2351
annafolberg@gmail.com www.roshpina-b-and-b.com

Counting in the Desert
and Yom Yerushalayim
With this week's portion we start
the book of Bamidbar - Numbers.
The book is called Bamidbar -
after one of the first words in the
portion, but also because it deals
mostly with the travels of the
whole nation in the desert for 40
years.

Our Rabbis also gave it a different
name. The book of the censuses,
since the book starts out in our
portion with the counting of the
nation which had experienced the
Exodus from Egypt, and ends in
the portion of Pinchas with the
counting of those who would
actually conquer the land of Israel. 

What is the purpose of all this
counting? We know that the Torah
instructs us not to count unless
there is a good reason (Sh'mot
30:12) in order that they shouldn't
be "stricken by the plague". King

David was actually punished for
counting the nation and Yoav
scolded him saying "Now HaShem
your G-d add unto the people, how
many soever they may be, a
hundredfold, and may the eyes of
my lord the king see it; but why
doth my lord the king delight in this
thing? [counting]" (Shmuel II, 24:3) 

So what is the reason for counting
here? Even the Ramban says
(1:45) that he doesn't understand
why we need to know the exact
number of how many people there
were.

Rav Chanan Porat z"l in his book
on the parsha brings a nice
answer. The Rashbam says that
the nation was preparing itself for
entering the Promised Land. They
would have to fight for it. So here
they had to count how many 20+
males there were to be in the
army. The Ramban adds that this
was because the Torah doesn't
like to rely on a miracle of "one
chasing a thousand" (D'varim
32:6) but rather has the nation
make proper preparations for a
battle which includes counting how
many combatants it has ready. He
continues by saying that Israel
must take an active role in the
mitzva of conquering the land.
They must show effort in a natural
way - such as a regular army
would do - uniting each army unit
and instilling in them pride for their
squad, ISH AL MACHANEIHU
V'ISH AL DIGLO". 
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Order your
American-style
CHEESECAKES
for Shavuot from
Herby’s BakeShop
120å for plain

140å with cherry/blueberry topping

Phone in your orders by
Tuesday, June 7th

(02) 997-3631
or

050-983-6429

Matei Binyamin
Mehadrin

CLOSE TO BAKA - GOOD DEAL! - new project
2/3/4/5 rooms, with large balconies, elevator, parking,
starting at 1,275,000NIS

ARMON HANATSIV CLOSE TO ARNONA -
Nice 4 rooms, stone building, 16m succah balcony,
view, good shape, storage, good investment,
1,590,000NIS

GREAT INVESTMENT IN ARNONA Beautiful
2.5 rooms, 60m, modern building, 120m private
garden, storage, 2 parking, Exclusive. 1,990,000NIS

MEKOR CHAIM - Nice 4 rooms, stone building, 
2 succah balconies, renovated, bright, storage,
parking, Exclusive. 2,150,000NIS

REHAVIA - 4 rooms, stone building, large succa
balcony, renovated, master bedroom, 2,600,000NIS

RAMAT SHARET Large 5.5 rooms, elevator, 
2 terraces of 20m, renovated, quiet, master bedroom,
3,490,000NIS

CLOSE TO OLD KATAMON - Beautiful 6 rooms,
150m, luxury building, Shabbat elevator, balcony,
view, renovated, 3 parkings, storage, 4,300,000NIS

It is true that there are times when
we are fighting "few against many"
and we must not let that knowl-
edge make us give up hope of
winning. We must know that God
is with us in our battles, and "there
is no restraint to the LORD to save
by many or by few" (Shmuel Alef
14:6) but we must not rely on the
miracle to happen. We must fight
our hardest according to all natural
battle rules.  

So the counting was to prepare for
the battles to come. But this must
be kept in proportion. We mustn't
ever feel that the army is what
protects us - we must realize that it
is God who is saving us. For that
reason a Jewish King may not
have too many horses, or too big
an army. It shouldn't be a source
of showing off human power - just
a way to work in the natural world. 

Rav Porat quotes from a lecture
given by his Rabbi, Rav Tzvi
Yehuda Kook, on Yom HaAzmaut
1967, right before the 6 Day War.
The lecture discussed our relation-
ship to the country and the army.
Someone had asked him how we
should react to the Zahal army
parades showing off our arma-
ments. He was wondering why it
wouldn't be like the prohibition to
feel that I accomplish things by
KOCHI V'TZEM YADI - my hand
and my strength" - rather than with
God's help. He answered that as
long as we remember that God is
behind everything the army does,
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Make your SmartPhone smarter!

MISHNAYOT KEHATI
with Bartenura & Kehati commentary

App for iPhone or Android H Totally free

  www.hemed-nadlan.co.il

ARNONA - Amazing penthouse 230m, 5 bedrooms,
40m balcony, open view, parking, storage, architectural
remodeling, heating, a/c, luxurious - exclusive
ARNONA - garden apartment, 4 bedrooms, 164m on
one level, private entrance, easy access, fully renovated,
78m garden (good for Sukka)
ARNONA - new bldg, 5 bedroom apt 130m, 3rd fl,
Shabbat elevator, balcony, 2 parking, storage, luxury
renovated - Only 2,490,000NIS - exclusive
ARNONA - 3 specious bedrooms, 74m, renovated, 2nd
fl, balcony, close to shuls, just 1,780,000NIS

ARNONA - amazing penthouse, 4.5 bedrooms, 100m
balcony, view, pvt parking, storage, elevator, renovated
4,500,000NIS

BAKA - 3-bedroom apt, 100m, elevator, 3 parking,
storage, balcony, close to shuls and transportation 
only 2,240,000NIS - exclusive
BAKA - Caspi St, 3 bedroom apt, sunny, light, easy
entrance only 8 steps, balcony, parking, huge storage
with window, series to sale only 2.690.000NIS

19 Yad Harutzim, Jerusalem
077-2151200 • Kobi: 052-450-7266

Alvin “Shipwreck” Kelly in the sedra

Yissachar, Binyamin, and Naftali do
not stand as tall as their brothers

seeing the parade, reminds us of
the mitzva to conquer the land.
The tools of the army can become
holy articles when used for
protecting the Holy people, Israel
and its Holy land. Rav Tzvi
Yehuda Kook's words of inspira-
tion may have been what gave
some of the soldiers the strength
to fight with all their might against
enemies who wanted to destroy us
and take away our land.  

In this day and age it is very
important that our soldiers under-
stand what they are fighting for
and the important role they play for
our nation. King David even
prayed to God praising Him for the
strength He gave him for this
mitzva - "…Blessed be the Lord
my Rock, who teaches my hands
to war, and my fingers to fight"
(Psalms 144:1). We pray for peace
to come soon to the land, but if we
must, we will fight with God behind
us for the land He has given us. 

Since we begin the book of
Bamidbar, which is about the
desert, I've included this easy and
healthy fish recipe which calls for a
plant that grows in the desert -
sage. 

BAKED FISH WITH SAGE
4 fish fillets 

1 Tbsp mustard

2 Tbsp fresh lemon juice

2 Tbsp finely chopped fresh sage

¼ tsp salt

¼ tsp ground pepper

Lay fish onto a baking dish; spread
mustard on top of each fillet, then
drizzle fish with lemon juice.
Sprinkle with sage, salt and
pepper. Bake for about 15 minutes
at 180°C or till fish looks done. N
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Shavuot is the time
of receiving the

Torah. We celebrate
with Holiday meals
and special dishes.

The Clara Hammer Chicken
Fund provides Jerusalem's poor

and needy with the ability to
enjoy this and other Chagim.

Please send your
donations to the
Clara Hammer
Chicken Fund
POB 18602
Jerusalem 91185
tel. (02) 581-0256

gb yng

Private US Tax Consultation
 File IRS Taxes NOW!

½ hour FREE!

Tuesdays - OU Center, Jerusalem
2:00-6:00pm by appt. only

David Garber
IRS Enrolled Agent

Call: 054-783-1121
7thfloortaxservice@gmail.com

www.7thfloortaxservice.com

Maharal on the Sedra

How the Number of Mitzvot
equals the Number of Bnei Yisrael
Bamidbar 1:46 - And all those
counted were 603 thousand...

Drush al HaTorah 37a - Just as the
seven commandments given to
Adam were the completion [sh'lei-
mut] of mankind, given on the day
of his creation, the 613 mitzvot are
the completion of Israel. The 603,
exclusive of the Ten Command-
ments, are the second portion of the
Covenant, connected to them as is
their number, for the gematria  of
“bnei yisrael” is the number 603, for
the mitzvot are the spiritual aspect
of the children of Israel. Adding back
the ten of the Aseret HaDibrot we
have 613, and their census count,
613 thousand [elef], each mitzva
1000 tells us that when Israel
became combined with thier mitzvot
with the receiving of the Torah, they
were first called Israel. Elef bears
another meaning, learning, for
mitzvot require learning. When Israel
“canceled” the mitzvot, they too
were canceled, rachmana litzlan.
Israel is different from the nations in
that the true Torah was given to
them, and through the Torah they
were made the nation Israel, as it is
written, “and you shall keep My
covenant and be precious to Me,
and you will be a kingdom of
kohanim and a holy nation [Sh'mot
19:5].

MDK - This piece of mystic lore
requires some “slow brain” cogita-
tion, but its worth it. - Dr. Moshe Kuhr



Tuesday, Rosh Chodesh Sivan
June 7th from 10am-3pm

Buy flowering plants
and herbs for Shabbat

and Shavuot
from the amazing theraputic
plant nursery of Beit David,
a home for life for religious

mentally-challenged women,
located in Maoz Zion,
opposite Mevasseret

A total tzedaka endeavor as all
proceeds go to Beit David
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VIDEOS
Library - 12:30pm - no charge

MON June 6th
Rabbi Zev Leff 

Ideas On Shavuos
TUE June 7th • 1½ hrs

The Ark of Noah
Do remnants of Noah's Ark remain?

Documentary on some of
the archeological expeditions that

attempted to answer this question.
Fascinating look at this

longtime quest.

WED June 8th
Rabbi Sholom Gold

Ruth and Revelation (Part 2)

The Israel Center and the Old City Free Loan Association
Gemach - Free Loan Society
providing interest-free loans for people in
financial distress (living in the J'lem area).

Interviews at the Center • Bring ID
Tuesdays 10-12 and 19-20:15

Root and Branch Association Ltd.
English Language Conference and Lecture Series

Thursday, June 9th • 7:30pm
Brain Stem Death and

Organ Donation in Jewish Law
Come learn the medical and halachic

issues surrounding Brain-Stem Death
and hear about the latest controversial

Israeli legislation on organ donation

Robby Berman
Founder and Director, Halachic Organ Donor Society
www.hods.org                         Regular fees

Shiur Sponsors
Rabbi Sprecher's shiur (SUN June 5th)

is sponsored by
Shoshana Hammer & Family

in honor of her Mother's
Yom Yerushalayim Birthday

Chana bat Freyda Rivka
Happy Birthday! - June 5

Rabbi Bienenfeld's Shiur (TUE June 7)
is sponsored by

Esther & Jonathan Pollard
for an elevation of the souls of our

beloved Father and Rav:
Moshe ben Tzvi Hersh l"f
Morris Pollard - 16 Sivan

HaRav Mordechai Eliyahu l"wevf - 25 Sivan

To sponsor a shiur,
call Chana at (02) 560-9110

Rabbi Klausner/Yedidyahu will not be teaching June 5th
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Shavuot @ the OU Israel Center
Shabbat, Erev Yom Tov - 5:00pm

Shiur by Rabbi Sprecher - The Kabbala in Kabbalat Shabbat

Mincha at 6:00pm, followed by a Light Seuda Sh'lishit,
Divrei Torah followed by review of YaKNeHaZ (and more)

8:15pm - Yom Tov Maariv, Candle lighting (after Maariv)
FESTIVE MEAL (with advanced reservations only)

Shiurim throught the night
Each hour on the hour from 11:00pm

Rabbi Yaakov Moshe Poupko
Rabbi George Silfen

Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher
Rabbi Chanoch Yeres

Rabbi Y. Dov Krakowski
Refreshments throughout the night

Walk to Kotel (4:00am) or mini-shiur followed by Shacharit
(across the street or elsewhere by your choice)

Shiur on Yom Tov day (Sunday, 5:00pm) by Rabbi Sprecher
May Ruth say Kaddish for her gentile parents

Topics and other details to come

To reserve for the Yom Tov meal (meat) 140å per person
and for other inquiries, call Ita Rochel at (02) 560-9125
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We've decided to explain certain things about the production of Torah Tidbits
so that TTreaders can get answers to some of the questions they've been
asking (or have been wanting to ask).

Torah Tidbits is printed at NewPrint in Rishon L'Tzion. NewPrint is one of the
few printing operations that use a process called ROTATZIYA, which prints 32
pages at a time. The process uses huge rolls of paper and prints with four
colors at the same time. These colors produce millions of shades of all colors.
The process is known a CYMK. which stands for Cyan (a blue-green color),
Yellow, Magenta (a red-purple color) and Black (the K is for the Key color,
black). Rotatziya printing does not exist in Jerusalem.

Printing 32 pages at a time gives us the 'standard' 64-page TT. When TT is only
64 pages, we send a file to NewPrint on Monday night which we call the
'INNER', i.e. pages 17-48, and the OUTER file, i.e. pages 1-16 and 49-64, on
Tuesday night. These two sections are printed, collated, stapled, folded, cut
and trimmed, and bundled (in 50s) by a huge, complex group of machines
working together.

We often need to add another sheet of paper (i.e. 4 more pages) or two (total
of 8 more pages). In this case, the extra pages are printed on different printing
machines that use large sheets of paper rather than the roll. The extra pages
are then integrated into the 64 page booklet (usually in the middle) and
processed together to produce a 68 or 72 page TT.

On special occasions (e.g. before Chagim or prior to a vacation week when no
TT will be printed), we will print an additional 32 or 64 pages, which will either
be part of a single booklet, or - more likely - as a pullout section.

Delivery to us is usually late morning of Wednesday. A team of wonderful
volunteers is on hand to 'welcome' the 10,000 or so Torah Tidbits, to bundle
them into packs of 20, to bag and box them in varying numbers for the
deliveries and pick-ups that will take place throughout Wednesday, into the
night and all day Thursday, with some last minute deliveries and pick-ups on
Friday.

It is a tremendous effort by many people...                                        More to come...



For Sale Exclusively, in Arnona
• Shlomo Argov, 4 Rms, Balcony, View, 1st floor!

2,380,000NIS

• Leib Yaffe, 6 Rm Duplex, 175m, Huge Terrace! 
4,580,000NIS

• Ein Gedi, 8 Rms (225m), Balcony, Stunning Kitchen!
5,850,000NIS

For visit: Jackie 052-424-6149 • www.jackisrael.com NEWS = Dan, Yehuda, Efrayim, Reuven
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dẍ ¥d §n g©l §W ¦Y ¤W Epi«¥zFa£̀  i ¥dŸl|` ¥e Epi«¥dŸl|¡̀  'd Li«¤pẗ §N ¦n oFvẍ i ¦d §i
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dkln za lfiix dxy
dxetv zxt` za xzq` libia`

zex dfil` za dilb dkxa
daix deg za zxt` dpix daia`

lcii` deg za dig diav
dnela za dwax
dwax za `'fiex

lfiix dig xzq`  za lhib
hpri za xzq`

cakei deg za z`xtz diced
Menya Leba bat Yitta Chaya

Dahlia Margalit bat Rut
Malla bat Toba

Sora Rivka bat Esther Chana
Shoshana bat Rachel

Aharon ben Muriel
Leibish ben Gittel

Yitzchak ben Basha
Yaakov ben Libby

lgx xzq` oa `xfr mrep
dlib oa dyn mdxa`

dnela dhpi oa iav miig
dgepn dpyey oa miig sqei wepiz

dlgn dkln oa sqei
xrepil` oa oerny oprx

hki oa lkin l`igi awri
d`l dhi` oa dyn

dxy oa ozi`
dliia oa mgexi l`eny

d`l oa lieelre xy`
d`l oa xy` oinipa

ep`p oa l`ipc
d`l lgx oa xfril` jepg

decg oa dcedi
dpyey oa mdxa` l`wfgi

dli'v lqiif oa l`xyi
rbiit oa ail sqei wgvi oinipa

.l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i i¥lFg x ῭ §W KFz §A

Glatt Kosher Caterer in Jerusalem
seeks Shomer Shabbat young

man, woman or couple
to run Shabbat catering events

in the Jerusalem area

Devorah 052 6764443

RABBI POLIAKOFF'S
HAR NOF SHIURIM

9:00-10:00am • MON-THU
oeira zeaexrz zekld c"ei
8:30-9:30pm • MON-THU

Now starting
zay zekld dxexa dpyn
For details: 054-209-9200

Are you looking for a mature,
responsible, reliable professional
to take tender loving care and to

protect your apartment in
Jerusalem for the next few years?

Perhaps I'm the one!
References available

(02) 502-2935    No realtors please

Do you have any unwanted games or
household items in good condition?

Maagalim Tovim, a chesed organization under
the leadership of Rabbi Yisroel Gans shlita,

will pick them up from your home.
Call 054-846-9638
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Function & Feel Better NOW
Gentle Chiropractic Care for the whole family

including pregnant women and children
20 years experience • Licensed & Boarded

Jerusalem - Geula and Emek Refaim
Why Wait - CALL TODAY

Dr. Karen Goldsmith - 052-848-6902

Major component of 
the ParshaPix for Bamidbar 
is/are the flags - 12 of them 
- representing the flags
of the tribes, as they 
camped and as they marched. The flags here do
not represent any specific tribes, but the one
with the crown could be for Shevet Yehuda. And
the one with a bunch of carrots marked 2.50 is
our whimsical sugges- tion for the flag of
Machane Yehuda. The one with the flower could
be for Reuven, perhaps. Don't try to figure out
others - they were not meant to specifically
represent the Tribes • Compass for the different
sides of the Mishkan the different groups
camped, both among the Leviyim and the 12
Tribes • Parking meter represents the
encampments, since the modern Hebrew word
for parking has the same root as to encamp.
LACHANOT • Abacus is for the various countings
• Skull with the 5 on it comes from Bamidbar
3:47 in the portion of the exchange between
firstborns and Leviyim (who were not themselves
firstborns). In English, we would say, 5 shekel a
head. The Torah uses the term GULGOLET, skull
• Desert scene with the cactus and blazing sun
is for MIDBAR, even though our Midbar is better
translated as Wilderness, rather than desert, but
there's plenty of desert too • Three diamond
engagement rings are for the final two p'sukim of
the haftara, the words we say when winding the
T'filin strap around the middle finger of the left
hand (or right hand, for lefties), symbolic of our
betrothal to G-d • Garlic and the chemical
formula for sugar. The Sugar formula is raised to
the third power, or CUBED. These then represent
the sugar cube and garlic clove that are a
common "gift" to those at a Pidyon HaBen. In the
sedra, we find a mass Pidyon of the first-borns of
the 12 tribes. • HI in Morse code is •••• •• and
represents the 6 dots above the name AHARON

in Bamidbar 3:39, indicating that he wasn't
included in the count • Ashkelon emblem is for
the sports club there, Elitzur. Elitzur b. Sh'dei-ur
was the Nasi of Reuven • The pair of T'filin are
for the last two p'sukim of the haftara • The two
fellows in the picture are the stars of the TV
series called NUMB3RS, Bamidbar • logo for the
organization called EZRAT ACHIM, which is a play
on the name ACHI-EZER, the tribal leader of DAN
• Lower-right the emblem of the town of ITAMAR
and a photo of the town - as in Itamar b. Aharon
HaKohein, mentioned in the sedra • LE3 refers to
3 people whose names begin with ELI (or LE in
TTriddlese), namely - ELITZUR, ELIAV, ELISHAMA 
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