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THE WAY TO GO; THE WAY TO STAY
Yerucham Reich 

I have it on good authority: the first Chassidishe rebbe was 
Moishe Rabbeiny.

I’m not kidding. 
If you have ever visited a Rebbe’s shul, and watched as 

the Rebbe davens, you have probably also seen how children 
of various ages hover as close to him as possible, watching his 
every move, listening to his davening, absorbing everything. 

The truth is, more or less the same holds true in the 
non Chassidic settings of the fervently orthodox. The Rosh 
Yeshiva is closely watched and emulated by the young.  It 
is an amazing departure from world around us. The youth 
“out there” worship the young, the hip, the ignorant. They 
are focused on collecting baseball cards (which I am not 
criticizing), while our youth collect Gedolim cards. They 
respect youth and immaturity, whose loudest voices set the the 
agenda, and whose outrageous escapades they try to emulate.  
Our youth look to graybeards to learn how to live. How odd. 
How different. How telling. 

We are still here today, still going strong,  because 3500 
years ago, when Pharaoh demanded to know who would be 
involved in the new Israelite movement, Moshe told him 
plainly and emphatically: b’n’urenu uv’zkenenu nelech. In 
this endeavor,  in this nation of God we are building, we are 
all in it together. The youth are as involved as their elders. We 
are one, with one agenda. Because, like the Chassidim, but 
really like every fervent Jew, chag l’Hashem lanu. Literally, 
“it is a holiday unto God for us”. But I submit that there is 

another sense to this declaration.  The worship of our God 
is, for us, itself a joyous event, a holiday. And so it is for all 
of us, old and young, men and women. The God of Israel is 
our joy. How that joy is expressed may differ somewhat from 
community to community. Among the Chassidim it is obvious 
in certain ways. Other groups have their own means of living 
that joy. 

Moshe Rabbenu (however you choose to pronounce that) 
set the tone for our people, while we were still in Egypt, that 
would ensure our eternal existence, our national persistence 
in the face of all odds. The children are as fervent and as 
enthusiastic as the adults, and as involved, an attitude nurtured 
from earliest childhood. And they are taught, as well, that it’s 
good to be a Jew. 

Our “holiday”, our joy, our celebration, is God Himself, 
and the intimate relationship we have with Him, each and 
every one of us. And we celebrate, as well, the fact that we 
are all in it together. 

Where this has held true, we have succeeded and 
persevered. Where it is forgotten, the children are at great 
risk of being lost. It is inherent in human nature, and it is 
especially inherent in the nature, the makeup, and the history 
of the Jewish People. 

Chag Hashem lanu. It is ours, and it is what makes us. 
Yerucham Baruch Reich
Parashas Bo 5776

R’ Rafi Mollot
60 SECONDS OF TORAH: BO -- LEAVEN ME ALONE!

“And you shall guard the matzos…” (Shemos 12:17). 
On the surface, this commandment warns not to 

allow the unleavened bread to become leavened through 
remaining unbaked for a period of time that would allow 
the dough to rise. However, a famous adage of our Sages 
instructs us: “Read not: ‘Guard the matzos;’ rather read: 
‘Guard the mitzvos.’” In Hebrew, the word “matzos,” 
meaning unleavened bread, and the word “mitzvos,” meaning 
commandments, are spelled identically, so our Sages enjoin 
us to see in the one word a hint to the other. Just as one must 
bake the dough immediately so that it not rise and thereby 
become unfit, one must seize the opportunity to perform a 
commandment immediately and not let it pass by, or push it 
off as though it is undesired, or perform it at the last moment 
in a substandard fashion. But matzos and mitzvos connect on a 

deeper level than mere spelling. Man is compared to a lump of 
dough, as Hashem formed him from a clod of earth. The yetzer 
hara acts as a leavening agent, to puff us up with arrogance so 
we pursue our own selfish desires rather than loftier spiritual 
goals. The matzah, on the other hand, is flat, unrisen dough, 
representing humility. With humility, man bows his will to 
that of his Creator, and fulfills his mission to bring Hashem’s 
loving, divine light into the world. Hence to guard the matzos 
— that is, the spiritual quality that matzah represents — and 
to guard the mitzvos, equate to the exact same concept. May 
we guard ourselves to keep our spirit unleavened, and with the 
quality of humility before our Creator, fulfill our potential as 
agents of the Most High.

Based on Shla”h, Parshas Bo 
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I recently read an interesting story in one of Rav Yissochar 
Frand’s books which occurred with Rav Yecheskel 

Levenstein, famed Mashgiach of Yeshivas Mir and Ponevezh. 
One time, Rav Chatzkel was riding in a car driven by 

an irreligious Jew, when the driver remarked that he had 
once witnessed an open miracle.   He told the Rav that he 
had travelled with some of his Israeli army buddies to a 
mountainous region in Africa in order to unwind after they 
completed their army service. 

One night they awoke to find one of their friends screaming 
in terror as a huge boa-constrictor, was wrapping itself around 
him, and was slowly squeezing the life out of him. Having no 
idea of how to free their friend, and afraid to antagonize the 
snake, they started to face what seemed to be the inevitable. 

One of them said solemnly, “I know that when Jews are 
about to die, they say the Krias Shema, maybe you should 
recite it now.” As soon as the soldier screamed “Shema Yisroel 
Hashem Elokeinu Hashem Echad” the snake unwound itself 
from this soldier and slithered away into the night. 

The driver then related to Rav Chatzkel, “that miracle 
changed my friend’s life. He was so affected by this act of G-d 
that he promised to become a baal teshuva. He kept his word, 
travelled back to Israel and is now a religious Jew.”

Rav Chatzkel turned to the driver and asked, “u’mah 
itcha- and what about you?” 

Quizzically, the driver looked at the Rav and responded, 
“Me? The snake wasn’t wrapped around me, it was wrapped 
around my friend! What does that have to do with me?”

One can look at this story and see the skewed perspective, 
but one can also see that it was truly a missed opportunity. 
Even according the man there was indeed a miracle which 
happened, but as we see, he failed to capitalize on that moment 
in time.   

This week’s parsha is host to the very frst Mitzvah which 
was bestowed upon the nation of Klal Yisroel. “Hachodesh 
Hazeh Lochem Rosh Chadashim- this month shall be for 
you the beginning of all months.” Our very first mitzvah is to 
establish the months of the year based on the determination of 
a Beis Din (court of Jewish Law).

On the surface, Rav Elie Munk asks, this precept does not 
seem to be related to the immediate miracle of the deliverance 
from Egypt (as were many of the other Mitzvos given in this 
week’s parsha). If so, why was a mitzvah of such a technical 
nature accorded the high honor of being the first law which 
the Torah revealed to the Jewish Nation as they were leaving 
Egypt?

Rav Avraham Pam zt’l provides us with a wonderfully 

uplifting answer.  Rav Pam writes that although this seems 
like a technical mitzvah it is inherently much more than 
that. The basic import of this mitzvah is that we can control 
time. Not in a science fiction sort of way, but we can indeed 
consecrate and establish the Jewish calendar, its months and 
years through the decision of a Beis din. 

Up until this point we were a nation in prison. We were 
a people who were very much a captive in a physical realm.  
Yet, we were also incarcerated in a spiritual sphere, unable to 
think, act or connect with our heritage. 

The freedom of the moment was the capability to connect 
in real time. we were no longer a slave to Egypt, we were no 
longer shackled and impeded from realizing our dream but a 
nation liberated from the Egyptian  bonds and that deliverance 
is delivered through the freedom of time.

The freedom of time is a wonderful gift. Used properly it 
enables us and allows us to achieve ever great heights. 

That is why, Rav Pam says, the very first mitzvah is the 
mitzvah of time and the consecration of time.  It is an object 
lesson to every Jew that just as there is a Mitzvah for the nation 
to be mekadesh the months, so too each of us has the capacity 
to consecrate your personal time too. 

People spend so much time with their investments, and 
business, Rav Pam writes. Which investment yields the most 
cash, which is the best way to go, which bank? Which lending 
institution? Which funds? Yet, we also have to make similar 
estimate of our own time and when it comes to the things 
that will matter most. Do we spend enough time with our 
family? Do we spend our time learning the Torah? Have we 
accomplished as much as we can in our Judaism? 

Rav Pam cites the famous dictum of the Chofetz Chaim- 
“Ehr Meint M’Darf Frum- do you think that you have to be 
frum? M’Darf zain Klug!- no! You have to be intelligent, 
smart, and clever. What the Chofetz Chaim meant was that 
one should be able to understand the value of time and learn 
how to apportion his time so that it will yield the most bang 
for the buck. 

There is a famous query which ended up on the table of 
the Radvaz.in this case Reuven was a man stuck in prison 
and, after much pressure and influence, he has been granted 
a furlough for one lone day a year in order to go to Shul. 
He will be free for that day, and able to choose and perform 
any one day of mitzvos- the question being: which day should 
he choose? (See Shailos uteshuvos Radvaz- chelek 4, siman 
13. Also see Shailos U’ Teshuvos Chacham Tzvi 106 for a 
different view)

Should he choose the day of Yom Kippur, an auspicious 

M’DARF ZAIN KLUG!
R’ Akiva Eisenstadt  Rosh Kollel
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day to say the least, or should he choose a day which is closer 
on the calendar? 

In essence the question was how do you weigh the 
opportunity to do a mitzvah, does one try for the first one to 
come knocking on his door or should one try to reach for the 
greater of the mitzvos but wait for that one to arrive?

The answer, Rav Dovid Ben Zimra writes, is in our 
parsha. The pasuk says U’shemartem es HaMatzos -you 
shall safeguard the Matzos. Rashi explains this to mean, that 
one should watch the matzah so that it not become chometz, 
leavened, at any point in its production.

Rashi also cites the Mechilta which tells us that the word 
Matzos may also be read as - mitzvos (commandments). U’ 
shemartem es Ha’Mitzvos, the lesson being, just as one must 
not let matzah become leavened, so too one must not let a 

mitzvah “ferment” by delaying its fulfillment. 
This is the source of the Halacha- Ain Maavirin al 

haMitzvos- Always grab any mitzvah you can do now. 
Don’t allow it to slip through your fingers. Yes, there may 
be a greater Mitzvah sometime down the road, and we can 
therefore rationalize this one away. But, The Radvaz says, 
we shouldn’t let any mitzvah slip away. We cannot know or 
measure the value of Mitzvos, and therefore the first mitzvah 
to come by, the first day the man can go free and perform his 
mitzvah that is when he should take his day out and do the 
mitzvah. 

In short, we always have opportunities, time and 
inspiration, M’Darf zain Klug- let’s use it as best as we can.  

Have a great shabbos. 

R’ Akiva Eisenstadt

R’ Heshy Kahan|Chaver HaKollel

Q: Is it permitted for a man to be secluded with another 
woman by themselves?

A: While one man in seclusion with one woman may be a 
biblical transgression of Yichud.1 If one man is secluded with 
more than one woman, they would be transgressing Yichud on 
a Rabbinic level.2 One woman however, may be secluded with 
a few men assuming they are of reputable character.3

Q: Is being alone in a single room the only thing that 
qualifies as being secluded?

A: Any place  or time that a man and a woman are in a private 
area, where there is no fear of intrusion constitutes  as Yichud.4 
Therefore a 

•	 private park

•	 secluded forest

•	 deserted beach 

•	 empty parking lot5

would be included in this issur. As even though the 

quintessential case of Yichud is man and woman alone in a 
locked house, it should be understood that the scenarios are 
far more reaching then just that.

Q: For how long does one have to be together in seclusion 
with a woman  to be transgressing Yichud?

A: Many authorities hold that even if the man and woman are 
secluded for an instant they would be transgressing Yichud.6 
Although the amount of time for Yichud is but a few minutes 
there is a concept of chatzi shiur assur min hatorah which 
translates to be that half an amount of a prohibition is also an 
issur.7 

Q: Is the issur of Yichud only based on whether or not the 
actual avaira (that we are scared may happen) in reality 
occurs?

A: The issur of Yichud is transgressed if there is any seclusion 
in it of itself. This translates into two important concepts: 

1) even if after being in seclusion with a woman nothing 
improper took place, or

2) prior to being secluded one or both parties are sure 

HALACHIC PERSPECTIVES: Hilchos Yichud
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to take place.12 

Q: If the husband works very close to the house but is 
in a different city (i.e. lives in Monsey but works in New 
Jersey) would that exclude his wife from the leniency of 
ba’alah b’ir?

A: It is not a law based on specific boundaries but rather based 
on the ability for the husband to walk in at any time thereby 
creating a fear of not being caught doing anything against 
halacha. Therefore if the husband works in Flatbush and the 
wife is at home in Boro Park the heter would still apply (even 
though geographically they are in two different areas), as he 
can stop by on a whim when he so desires.

Q: If this leniency does not apply, or if the husband is not 
in the city, may one rely on any other factor when facing a 
Yichud situation?

A: One may rely on the concept called “pesach pasuach13 (an 
open doorway)”. If the door is left opened  so that anyone can 
walk in, then in essence the man and woman are not actually 
secluded with one  another.

Q: Does the leniency of “pesach pasuach (an open 
doorway)” apply to any time of day?

A: Since we are relying on the possibility of someone walking 
in, this needs to be a realistic possibility. When it gets late at 
night and the people in question reside in a more suburban 
neighborhood (i.e. Monsey, Five Towns etc.) where there are 
not many people passing by then  most authorities hold that 
pesach pasuach would not work as the street becomes secluded 
once again. One is encouraged to ask his halachic authority 
about the nuances and specifics of his case as each time and 
location would dictate a different psak. (Rabbi Doniel Yehuda 
Neustadt Shlita was of the opinion that in Brooklyn any time 
after 11pm would be bordering on a Yichud situation).

Q: Does the door have to be completely open in order for 
this leniency to take effect?

A: In general the ideal process to eliminate Yichud would 
be to have a door ajar as the literal and correct translation of  
“pasuach” is obviously to be “open”. If the door cannot be left 
open (i.e. it’s oppressively cold) then there are some poskim 
who consider that a heter as well however this is not so widely 

that nothing improper will take place because of the 
specific dynamics of the particular situation (i.e. one 
is decades older then the other or there is no attraction 
between the two)

one would still nonetheless be transgressing the prohibition, 
as the simple act of seclusion is assur and not just what it may 
lead to.

Q: Does this halacha apply to every type of seclusion 
between a man and a woman?

A: If the woman’s husband is in the city, then we say that the 
fear of her husband will prevent any possible promiscuity.8

Q: What if the husband is in the city but we know that the 
possibility of him walking home in the middle of the day is 
highly unlikely (i.e. he works a 9-5 job in Manhattan and 
never comes home for lunch break etc.)?

A: In this particular situation there are differing opinions as 
to the realistic “fear” that the  leniency of “husband in the 
city (ba’alah b’ir)” provides. Some Poskim9 hold that since 
in actuality the husband will not walk in at any time the fear 
is removed and the leniency does not apply. Others10 hold that 
the mere fact that he is in the city, even if it is not viable for 
him to actually come home, is enough to create an inhibition 
on the part of his wife. Although R’ Moshe Feinstein zt”l was 
stringent one may rely on the more lenient view11 in mitigating 
circumstances and use this leniency even if the chance of the 
husband coming home is remote. 

Q: Which situation would negate the advantage of “ba’alah 
b’ir”?

A:

(1) The Talmud discusses a concept of libah gas bah, 
such as a man with his aunt, sister-in-law, family 
friend in where there is a base relationship that is 
formed already because of some degree of familiarity  

(2) If the woman is not in the house but rather in another 
location that her husband may not be aware of

then even though her husband may be in town nonetheless 
ba’alah b’ir would not apply and we would not allow Yichud 

R’ Heshy Kahan
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R’ Heshy Kahan

FOOTNOTES
1. See Sefer Hachinuch 188, Smag 126 who includes this in the 

issur of Lo Sikravu, Vayikra 18:6
2. Kiddushin 80b, Pischai Teshuvah 22:1, E.H. 22:5
3. Rama 22:5
4. Taharas Yisroel 22:2
5. In order to be Yichud the case would have to be were the 

store(s) in that mall/strip etc. are all closed as if they are open 
for business anybody can drive in at any time which would 
eliminate any Yichud problems

6. Shevet Halaivi 3:182, Chelkas Yaakov 2:14
7. For example if the amount of food that one is prohibited from 

eating on Yom Kippur is a k’zayis if one were to eat half that 
amount , while avoiding the punishment of karais, he would 
still be transgressing the issur of eating based on the concept 
of chatzi shiur

8. E.H. 22:12
9. Igros moshe E.H. 4:65:7, 21

10. Chazon Ish
11. see Tztiz Eliezer as well as the Kaf Hachaim who lean towards 

this approach
12. E.H. 22:12
13. E.H.22:13
14. Igros Moshe E.H. 4:65:4, discusses a situation where both an 

open door and even an unlocked one is not an option then in 
very extenuating circumstances one can be in the same house 
as a woman even with a door locked if the situation is such 
that people always stop by and knock and ring the bell i.e. 
UPS, FED EX deliveries etc. It should be understood that all 
other authorities do not agree with this Psak as it is extremely 
novel in nature and should only be relied on in case of great 
necessity and after discussion with one’s halachic authority.

15. Igros Moshe Y.D. 2:82
16. Shevet Halaivi 5:202:1
17. Igros Moshe E.H. 4:64:1 

accepted as it is not customary for someone to just walk into 
a house when the door is closed. If leaving open a door is not 
possible one may situate him/herself near an open window to 
which people passing by will see in as well. An open window 
may be the only alternative for a small business that has to 
keep the door locked at all times because of the merchandise 
etc. it possesses. Even that leniency is somewhat limited as 
one would not be able to go to the back room and leave his/
her post near the open window.14

Q: Is it permitted for a woman to go in a car together with 
a male driver?

A: If the trip is taking place at night, and it will be off the main 
roads (i.e. the Catskills) then one is encouraged to find other 
means of travel.15 If there is no other viable option then one 
may rely on those who are lenient.16

Q: Are there any exceptions to the above halachos of 
Yichud?

A: A man may be secluded with his mother, grandmother, 
daughter, granddaughter and sister. R’ Moshe Feinstein 
zt”l was of the opinion that one may also be secluded with 
his father and mother’s sister provided that they don’t live 
together in the same house.17
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PARSHAS BO
Rabbi Avraham Greenwald

In preparation of makkas bechoros and yetzias mitzrayim, 
the Yidden brought the korban pesach and placed some of 

its blood on the doorposts. The pasuk says: And the blood will 
be for you for a sign on the homes in which you are, and I will 
see the blood and skip over… (12:13; 12:23). What is the idea 
of this sign? Furthermore, why did Hashem need to see the 

blood on the door?
The pasuk continues (12:24): And you should safeguard 

this matter as a law for you and your children forever. This 
is a very difficult pasuk for it was only in Mitzrayim that the 
Yidden placed blood on the door; this was not done with all 
the future pesachim. What then are we to safeguard forever?

PARSHAS BO: THE HAND OF HASHEM REVEALED
R’ Boruch Yechiel Schreiber

“Ulima’an Tisaper Bioznei Bincha …. ais asher 
hisalalti BiMitzrayim” (Sh’mos 10:2) “And so that 

you may relate in the ears of your sons, that I have amused 
Myself with Egypt”. Rashi says the word “Hisalalti” means, 
you shall relate how Hashem has “mocked” the Egyptians. 
What in particular is the posuk referring to that Hashem 
“mocked” the Mitzriyim?

The Chasam Sofer explains the posuk differently, as 
follows. During the time that the Jews were in Mitzrayim, 
they could have viewed the current events that were unfolding 
before their eyes in bewilderment. For starters, Pharaoh who 
was a descendant of Chom, who was cursed with the curse of 
“eved avadim” a nation of slaves, became their King. 

All the gold and silver of the nations of the world was 
being poured into Mitzrayim to pay for food during the hunger 
years. The Jews, normally a “princely nation”, became lowly 
slaves working day and night doing back- breaking labor. 
Their children were either thrown into the Nile or were 
cemented into bricks. Is this the way of a loving father to His 
children? 

This wasn’t a short term phenomena. For over two 
hundred years, the Jews worked as slaves to the mighty 
Egyptian kings. There were many Jewish children who were 
born into slavery and died in slavery during this long period.   

But eventually everything became clear. The Yidden left 
Mitzrayim “birichush gadol ubiyad ramah”. They watched 
their enemies be tortured with the ten makos and drown in 
the sea.  

It was then that everything fell into place and they realized 
how everything was measured carefully and purposely. 

All the gold and silver that was being transported to Egypt 
from all over the world was in preparation for the exodus of 
the Yidden hundreds of years later, so they may leave with 
riches and wealth, as promised. The hard work was inevitable 
so that they can receive their dose of Galus in concentrated 
form and not get stuck in Mitzrayim in the fiftieth level of 
Teumah where Klal Yisroel would be too deep to become the 
chosen nation. 

This says the Chasam Sofer is what he posuk is telling 
us. Tell your children that Hashem “Hisalalti” BiMitzrayim. 
“Hisalalti” also translated as “S’chok” typically means 
“mocked”, like Rashi says. But it can also mean laughing and 
smiling. The posuk is telling us to tell to our children how the 
times were smiling for the Mitzriyim and how good it was 
for them. Tell your children how the Mitzriyim smiled and 
laughed during their golden era. And then tell them the end 
of the story. Recount to them the downfall of Egypt and how 
everything was the Yad Hashem, calculated meticulously, all 
for the sake of Klal Yisroel. Now we can proclaim, “Viydatem 
ki Ani Hashem” and all will recognize that I am Hashem. 

The Chasam Sofer adds that probably the Yidden of 
that generation in Egypt didn’t realize that Hashem was 
orchestrating everything on their behalf. But we in Galus 
today, must learn from this and recognize that any hardship 
and challenges that come our way ultimately will be to our 
benefit. 

The Chofetz Chaim in Parshas VaYigash says a similar 
idea.  When the brothers came down to Mitzrayim at their 
father Yaakov’s behest, they ran into trouble every step of the 
way. They were accused of being spies and then thieves. They 
were thrown into prison and threatened to be kept as slaves. 
They couldn’t understand all the challenges and difficulties 
being hurled at them. 

But at the final moment, when Yosef declared two famous 
words: “Ani Yosef”, everything fell into place. Suddenly they 
understood what happened and that everything that occurred 
was for their benefit (as the Rishonim explain, Yosef’s intention 
was to help the brothers). 

So too says the Chofetz Chaim, when Moshiach arrives 
and Hashem will proclaim “Ani Hashem”, there will be such a 
degree of clarity and all will recognize that all the difficulties 
we endured throughout the Galus was indeed the Yad Hashem 
and was calculated all for our ultimate benefit.

May we merit to see the fruition of this bikorov. 
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Pirkei D’ R’ Eliezer says: Hashem said: In the merit of the 
blood of milah and pesach I redeemed you from Mitzrayim, 
and in the merit of those two bloods I will redeem you from the 
last galus; that is why the pasuk says “be’damayich chayee” 
twice. What does this mean? Does it mean that we will once 
again bring a korban pesach and circumcise ourselves? Does it 
mean that in the merit of what we did way back in Mitzrayim, 
we will merit the ultimate redemption?!

The Midrash (Bereishis Rabba 43:3) discusses the episode 
of Avrohom fighting a war against the four kings. The pasuk 
says: And he deployed [va’yeichaleik] against them at night. 
The Midrash explains that the word va’yei’chaleik means 
“split,” so that the pasuk means that the night was split. 
Hashem said: Their father Avrohom acted on My behalf at 
midnight, so I will act with his descendants and redeem them 
at midnight.” Did both of these episodes happen to take place 
at midnight of the same date? What is the deeper connection 
here?

Rabbeinu Bachya (12:13) says as follows: The blood did 
not have the power to stop the plague, nor did not putting the 
blood have the power to bring a plague. Rather, the pasuk 
teaches us that one who completely trusted Hashem and was 
not scared to slaughter the Egyptian god and even went so 
far as to place its blood on his door, he is a tzadik who is 
befitting to be saved from the plague. Rabbeinu Bachya then 
brings a different explanation from chazal: When the pasuk 
says, “And when I, Hashem, will see the blood,” it is referring 
to the blood of akeidas Yitzchak.

The HaKesav VeHaKabbala adds as follows: Hashem 
wished to cleans the Yidden so that they would be prepared 
to be redeemed. They had sunk to the lowest levels and were 
connected to the Egyptian god. The Yidden had to demonstrate 
their love for Hashem. The greatest sign of love one can 
show is by demonstrating that he will do anything for the 
other party; he will do anything and not be worried about the 
consequences. Not only did they slaughter the god, they then 
placed the blood on the outside of the door, as commanded by 
Hashem, although this would certainly infuriate the Egyptians. 
Indeed, Mechilta says [according to one explanation] that the 
blood was placed on the outside in order to infuriate them. 
This means that the Yidden were being tested whether they 
would do so in spite of the danger involved. This is what the 
pasuk means when it says that the blood will be a sign for you. 
It will be a sign of your own dedication to Hashem. It will be 
an act that brings rachamim for you, because when Hashem 
sees the blood – when he sees your dedication and love for 
Him - he will save you.  

The sefer Otzar HaTorah takes this further. Targum 
Yonason says that the bloods of the milah and pesach were 
mixed together and placed on the door. Evidently, these 
two mitzvos teach one lesson; they both demonstrate our 
dedication to Hashem. They both demonstrate our mesiras 
nefesh. The pesach demonstrated the idea that we love Hashem 
to the point that we are ready to give up our lives for Him, as 
Avrohom showed in Ur Kasdim. Milah demonstrates that we 
are ready to live with mesiras nefesh. Milah is a mitzvah that 
is painful; we do it anyway. Milah weakens our physicality; 
we are ready to give up the enjoyments of this world in order 
to serve Hashem. So these two mitzvos were mixed together, 
because they reflect the same ideals. There are and were many 
people who are not religious but gave up their lives when 
faced with conversion. This is tremendous, but milah teaches 
that we have to give up our lives for Hashem while we are 
living; we must live with mesiras nefesh. This is how we are 
to safeguard this matter forever. We are to learn this lesson of 
dedication and practice it forever and if we do so we will be 
redeemed in that merit – in the merit of the bloods of milah 
and pesach, as Pirkei D’R’eliezer says. 

Rabbeinu Bachya said that Hashem saw the blood of the 
akeidah. Of course, Hashem saw the blood of the pesach, 
but when He saw our dedication, he saw akeidas Yitzchak. 
In order for us to be redeemed we had to be connected to 
Avrohom; we too had to demonstrate our dedication and love 
to Hashem. Avrohom was willing to give up life to spread the 
Name of Hashem; we too had to slaughter the god of Egypt 
although it put us in grave danger. Avrohom was commanded 
to circumcise himself; we too had to do so. The time had come 
to fulfill the promise to Avrohom, but we had to live up to 
Avrohom’s standards. When we did, we connected ourselves 
to Avrohom and were worthy of being redeemed in fulfillment 
of Hashem’s promise to Avrohom.

Avrohom had gone to war at midnight on the night of 
pesach in order to sanctify Hashem’s Name even if it meant 
death. Hashem said I will save the Yidden at midnight as well. 
Avrohom paved the way for us to demonstrate tremendous 
dedication on the night of pesach. And when we did, we were 
ready to be redeemed. 

Rabbi Avraham Greenwald
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Why would anyone purchase a lottery ticket?
Any statistics analyst would say that if you 

consider the odds of winning, it would make more sense to 
take the money and burn it then to make this acquisition. 
Yet, despite this rationale, millions of people go out and buy 
lottery tickets regularly. Some do so consistently without fail, 
in the face of snow, wind, or rain.

Some psychologist will present an interesting argument 
for why this is so. When an individual purchases this ticket, 
the machinations of the mind creates an imagery of the “What 
if?” scenario. “What if I won the lottery? What would I do? 
Well, I would quit my job, I would buy the house I have 
always wanted, I will go on vacation, and I will now live the 
life of my dreams!” This euphoric state continues as long as 
the lottery ticket is in his hand and the winner has not been 
called. This person is able to dream and in reality, it is the 
ability to have this dream that he is actually paying for when 
he buys the lottery ticket.

Nevertheless, there might be a different vantage point of 
why people buy lottery tickets. This is a vantage point which 
may shed some light on an interesting aspect of this week’s 
perasha.

The Egyptians profess that the sun was a G-d, but in a 
moments time the truth was revealed. The Plague of Darkness 
spread over the land, causing the “sun of the Egyptians” to be 
powerless. Yet, the Jews had luminosity wherever they went. 
The Torah states, “No man could see his brother nor could 
anyone rise from his place, but for all the Children of Israel 
there was light in their dwelling” (Bo 10:23). 

The Chidushei Harim (1799-1866) gives a novel 
interpretation of the verse. He explains, homiletically, that 
this verse is not only a description of the actual darkness, 
but also represents the darkness that falls unto an individual 
when he becomes egocentric. As the verse indicates, “No 
man could see his brother”, means that he cannot sense his 
fellow man’s pain, he only is able to focus on himself and 
he becomes desensitized to the world around him. When the 
verse says “he cannot rise from his place”, it is an indication 
of a person not being able get up and be able to see beyond the 
circumstances surrounding him. He is stuck in his place only 
seeing his situation without being able to see anyone else’s.

This type of mentality breads an inability to grow and 
become a better person spiritually.

 So the question is what could be one of the reasons of 
how a person is brought to this mindset?

The answer to this may come about from how we make 
decisions. Harvard psychologist Dr. Daniel Gilbert asks of us 

an interesting query. What is more common? Are there more 
four letter words that begin with the letter “R” or are there 
more four letter words that have their third letter as being “R”?

Practically every person that is asked this question will 
say that the answer is there are more four letter words that 
begin with the letter “R”.

Why is this so?
The reason is quite simple. Our ability to recall words that 

begin with the letter “R” is much easier than recalling words 
with its third letter as “R”. Try looking up in the dictionary 
words with its third letter as “R”, it is just not done. The 
actuality is that there are more words with the third letter as 
“R”, but they just don’t come to our minds as easily.

In the same vein, it is interesting to note how the media 
purports winners of the lottery. Similar to our initial reaction 
of picking words that begin with the letter “R” as being more 
ubiquitous, we find that many times we make decisions based 
on that which is more easily recalled. In our daily lives we 
have constant interactions and messages being conveyed to 
us of image, dress, and stature as being most important. It 
becomes the defining aspects of not only who we are, but 
also of how we view our objective in the world. We can begin 
to see everything as centered on “me” and how it is that “I” 
can achieve these things. The truth is that this message is 
one of darkness. We do not live in a vacuum, devoted to us 
exclusively. That is why thereafter, the verse indicates that 
the Jewish people had light wherever they went, it means that 
that they had the light of Torah and mitzvot. It means that they 
were able to see beyond the image of themselves alone to the 
truth of existence – the betterment of all humanity.  

When we view the lottery winners, we should know that 
this is what the media looks to publicize. They show the 
smiles, the joy, and the happiness of the winners. They never 
focus on how many millions of people lose. If one hundred 
million people lost in a lottery and each one took 30 seconds 
to state that they have lost, it would take nine years for you 
to watch each one of them say it. If after that one person got 
up and stated that he won, and then you were asked to buy a 
lottery ticket, you probably would say “No thanks!”

The same becomes true about the media outlets that 
inundate our senses with how important they say it is to 
look better, drive this type of car, and to live in this type of 
house. It can blind our eyes to our fellow man, leading us 
into only looking to do what is significant to us. We end up in 
a vortex of accumulation for ourselves alone. We seek after 
these supposed elixirs of life, hoping with our consumption 
of them that we will find happiness. We dream of it, wishing 

WEEKLY INSIGHTS
R’ Aharon Finkelstein  Chaver HaKollel
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for it, and end up holding on to it, not realizing that like the 
lottery ticket, the fact is that there is little possibility of it ever 
yielding true happiness or winnings.  

We must focus on the reality and not the image. We must 
make sure that our light of truth is hung high in the darkness 
of duplicity. When the anchor of our faith is Hashem and He 
is made to be a part of our daily lives, we will not succumb 

to seeing things as they appear, but will end up seeing things 
for what they actually are. It is then that we will realize that 
the greatest gift is not looking at the world via a mirror of 
egocentricity, but through the eyes of what is our mission as 
the Jewish people. It is the light of Torah which illuminates 
the life around us and aids in our capability to elevate all of 
mankind. 

THE WAY TO GO; THE WAY TO STAY
Rabbi Mandy Chazan 

The name of this weeks parsha is something that everyone 
asks about. Why does the Torah say the word bo come to 

Pharaoh, and not the more grammatically correct term leich 
go to Pharaoh? The answer our sages teach us is that Moshe 
saw Pharaoh as a powerful opponent, thus Hashem is says 
to Moshe “come with me. I am going together with you and 
together we’ll get the Jews out of Mitzraim”.

We could stop here and have a nice devar torah to say at 
the Shabbos, but why not take it a step further. The Torah with 
all the laws and stories is eternal applying in all places at all 
times. These words of inspiration is not just said to Moshe 
over 3,000 years ago, rather their message is echoing in our 
heart and soul in 2016.

Moshe represents the epitome of the Jewish leader. A 
real leader is someone who is completely connected with his 
people. Our sages teach us that just as every Jew has a spark 
of g-dliness, our neshama, so too every Jew possesses a spark 
of Moshe Rabbeinu. It is to this spark that Hashem tells us 
“come with me we’re do this together”.

There is a discussion in sha”s and poskim about hiring a 
non-Jewish wet-nurse for a newborn child. The conclusion is 

that although it may be halachicly permissible it is discouraged 
due to the negative effects it may have. Proof of this is from 
Moshe, as we read two weeks ago how Miriam made sure 
Moshe was fed by his mother. This may be a good method in 
chinuch, to raise your child with the potential to be the next 
great leader but this is more than just instilling self-esteem in 
our youth. Our sages are telling us that indeed every Jew has 
a spark of Moshe.

The word Mitzraim comes from the word meitzar u’gevul, 
boundaries and limitations. Hashem did not create us perfectly. 
We all have our weak points that need refinement. For some it 
might be anger others might struggle with laziness. Whatever 
it is we all have our personal Mitzraim that we need to escape 
from.

At times it may seem near impossible, after all this is how 
I was created, I’ve tried to change and failed.   Yet it is at 
those times that Hashem tells us “come let me hold you by 
the hand and together we’ll overcome whatever challenge we 
may face”. May we be zoiche to break out of our personal 
Mitzaim and together let’s break out of the general Mitzraim 
with the coming of Moshiach speedily in our times.             
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