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Constant Enthusiasm  
Adapted from a Chumash Rashi shiur given by the Tolner Rebbe shlita, Pinchas 5770 

ת.נ.צ.ב.ה. ז"ל בת הרב נטע אריה שרה ע"ה האשה החשובה מרת חוה חיה  נ"לע    

In parshas Pinchas the Torah repeats the commandment to bring the Korban Hatamid, the twice daily 
communal burnt offering. The possuk says, (במדבר כח, ג) “  בני כבשים 'לה תקריבו אשר האשה זה להם ואמרת

תמיד עלה ליום שנים תמימם שנה , And you shall say to them, this is the burnt offering that you shall offer 
to Hashem, lambs in their first year, unblemished, two per day, as a continual burnt offering lamb.” Rashi 
comments, “ יןדית לב אזהרה - להם ואמרת , and you shall say to them – [this is] a warning to Beis Din.”  

A Special Warning to Beis Din 
There are several questions that arise from the possuk and Rashi’s comment. Foremost, why was it 
necessary to give a special warning to Beis Din regarding the Korban Hatamid, which is something that we 
do not find regarding any other communal Korbanos?Q1  

Secondly, as the possuk was coming to issue a warning to Beis Din why did the Torah use the word ‘ואמרת, 
you shall say,’ which Rashi (שמות יט, ג) tells us has a connotation of gentle speech, as opposed to saying, 
  both of which mean ‘you shall tell’ and have a more authoritative implication?Q2 ’ודברת‘ or ’והגדת‘

Why the Repetition 
We must also ask the obvious question, why was Klal Yisrael instructed a second time to bring the Korban 
Hatamid in our parshah when it was already written in parshas Tetzaveh?Q3 

Rashi ostensibly answers this question in his comment on the possuk, (במדבר כח, ד) “  שהתע אחד הכבש את

הערבים בין תעשה השני הכבש ואת בבקר , the first lamb you shall slaughter in the morning and the second 
lamb you shall slaughter in the evening,” where he says “  רשתבפ נאמר שכבר יפל עף א – אחד הכבש את

לדורות צוה וכאן המלואים לימי אזהרה היתה היא' וגו תעשה אשר וזה (, לחכט שמות) תצוה ואתה , the first lamb – 
even though it was already said in parshas Tetzaveh, ‘and this you shall do…’ that was a commandment 
that applied during the inauguration of the Mishkan, and here it was commanded for the generations.” 

The Ramban and the Chizkuni both question Rashi’s explanation as in parshas Tetzaveh the possuk says, 
“ (שמות כט, מב) לדרתיכם תמיד עלת , a constant offering for your generations,” which clearly implies that the 
possuk was issuing an instruction that applied even after the inauguration of the Mishkan. Based on this 
question the Mefarshim offer alternate explanations of the psukim, nevertheless  we will still attempt to 
understand Rashi’s comment in a way in which it will not come into conflict with the possuk in Tetzaveh.Q4  

A Command and a Warning 
There are several differences between the two parshios that must also be explained. In our parshah the 
mitzvah is introduced with the words, (במדבר כח, ב) “  ריח לאשי לחמי קרבני את אלהם ואמרת ישראל בני את צו

במועדו לי להקריב תשמרו ניחחי , command Bnei Yisrael, and say to them: My offerings, My ‘bread’ for My 
fires, My pleasant aroma, you shall be careful to offer in its appointed time.” The phrases ‘צו, command’ 
and ‘תשמרו, be careful’ are both used only in our parshah, whereas in parshas Tetzaveh the possuk simply 
says, (לחכט שמות ,)  “ תעשה אשר וזה , and this is what you shall do.”  

Additionally, in our parshah the possuk refers to the Korban Hatamid as, (במדבר כח, ו) “העשויה בהר סיני, 
[the one] that was done at Har Sinai.” Why did the Torah use stronger expressions in our parshah and why 
is it only here that the Korban is referred to as the ‘one that was done at Har Sinai’?Q5  

The Reasons Why Parshas Hatamid was Repeated 
The Midrash (פסיקתא דרב כהנא ו, ג) addresses the issue of the repetition and offers two explanations. The 
Midrash says, “  נחמיה' ור יודה' ר, ושונה אומרה הוא ולמה. כאן אמורה הפרשה היא להלן אמורה הפרשה היא

 פסקו המסעות פסקו, נוהגים והתמידים נוהגים המסעות היו לשעבר אומרים ראליש שהיו לפי אמר יודה' ר. ורבנין
 ישראל שהיו לפי אמר נחמיה' ור. בתמידים נוהגים שיהו לישראל אמור לך, למשה הוא ברוך הקדוש אמר. התמידים

יםבתמיד מגלגלים יהו שלא לישראל אמור לך, למשה הוא ברוך הקדוש אמר בתמידים( מזלזלים-) מגלגלים , the 
parshah that is said later is the same parshah that is said here – why is was it said and repeated? Rabi 
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Yehudah and Rabi Nechemia and the Rabbanan gave explanations. Rabi Yehudah said, because Klal Yisrael 
were saying, in the past when the journeys [across the Midbar] took place we offered the Temidim. The 
journeys have [now] stopped and so have the Temidim. Hakadosh Boruch Hu [therefore] told Moshe, go 
tell Klal Yisrael that they should continue the Temidim. Rabi Nechemia said that it was because Klal Yisrael 
were treating the [mitzvah of offering the] Temidim lightly. Hakadosh Boruch Hu [therefore] told Moshe, 
go tell Klal Yisrael not to treat the Temidim lightly.” We can see from this Midrash that there were 
additional reasons why it was necessary to repeat the commandment of the Korban Hatamid.A3  

According to the Midrash however, new questions arise. Why would Klal Yisrael have assumed that the 
mitzvah of Korban Hatamid no longer applied after the journeys in the Midbar had stopped when the 
psukim specifically say about it that it was given ‘לדורותיכם, for your generations’?Q6 

According to Rabi Nechemia’s explanation we must also ask, why did Klal Yisrael treat specifically this 
mitzvah lightly?Q7 

Constant Pleasure 
There is a revelation from the Toras Hachasidus which sheds new light on the concept of ‘ ותתמיד ’ as it 
relates to the Mitzvah of Korban Hatamid, and which has powerful repercussions on our everyday Avodas 
Hashem.  

The Meor Einayim (פרשת כי תשא) quotes the Gemarah (.נדרים לח) which says, “  משה היה בתחלה יוחנן רבי אמר

אתו לדבר ככלתו משה אל ויתן' שנאמ במתנה לו שניתנה עד ומשכחה תורה למד , Rabi Yochanan says that 
initially Moshe would learn the Torah and forget it until Hashem gave it to him as a gift, as it says, ‘and it 
was given to Moshe when He [Hashem] finished speaking with him.” The Meor Einayim explains that 
wording of the possuk ‘ככלתו’ hints to the fact that the Torah was given to Moshe like a ‘כלה, a bride’ who 
is given to her betrothed, as the Gemarah (.ברכות נז) says, “  קהלת מורשה משה לנו צוה תורה' (דברים לג, ד)

מאורשה אלא המורש תקרי אל 'יעקב , ‘Moshe commanded us with the Torah, an inheritance for the 
congregation of Yaakov’, do not read it as ‘מורשה, an inheritance’ but rather as ‘מאורשה, a bride’.”  

He explains that the fact that the Torah was given in this way was a very important and powerful gift as 
man was created with a fault that his appreciation of a new purchase or a gift that he receives diminishes 
the longer he has them. Although the true value of the object may not have diminished in any way, 
nevertheless, as the initial excitement of having ‘something new’ wears off and he gets used to it he takes 
less pleasure from having it.  

The relationship between Klal Yisrael and Hashem is described as that of a bride and groom, as the possuk 
says, (ישעיה סב, ג) “ יךקאל עליך ישיש כלה על חתן ומשוש , and with the joy of a Groom with a bride your G-d 
will rejoice over you.” The joy of a Chassan and Kallah represents a fresh union that is very exciting for 
both of them because of its newness. The relationship between Hashem and Klal Yisrael is described this 
way because it has the potential to remain exciting and never grow old. This is because, as Chazal tell us, 
Hashem recreates the world every day, meaning that no two days are the same, and a person can 
therefore consider that every day is the first day that he is serving Hashem in His new creation, thus finding 
new meaning in his Avodas Hashem on a daily basis.  This, explains the Meor Einayim is also the meaning 
of Chazal’s statement ( יג יתרו תנחומאע"פ   every day Divrei Torah should be ,בכל יום יהיו דברי תורה חדשים“ (
[in your eyes as if they were] new,” as they should be considered and appreciated as if they were newly 
given on that day.   

The Meor Einayim continues to explain that when Chazal said that Moshe Rabeinu would learn the Torah 
and forget it, they meant to say that every day, Moshe would learn the Torah as if it were the first time 
that he was learning Torah, and that he continued to learn this way until he merited that Hashem gave a 
special gift, to him and all of Klal Yisrael, that the Torah would have the special spiritual nature that no 
matter how much a person learned it he would always be able to rise to new levels of understanding and 
thus find new enjoyment in it - as if he had only just then begun to learn, with the same freshness and 
excitement as a Chassan and Kallah beginning their lives together.  
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The lesson that we can draw from the Meor Einayim is a powerful one. Human nature dictates that as a 
person gets used to something new, the pleasure that he derives from it diminishes, and this would also 
have applied to Torah and Mitzvos if not for their Divine origin that lends them the special spiritual power 
to remain fresh and exciting on a long term basis. Even so, in order to benefit from this spiritual gift a 
person must strive to connect to it in his Avodas Hashem and try to constantly renew his Avodah. 

Diminishing Enthusiasm 
According to this we can now explain the opinion of Rabi Nechemia as quoted in the Midrash who says 
that Klal Yisrael were treating the Temidim lightly. Since the Korban Hatamid was offered on a twice daily 
basis, it was inherent that it would no longer remain exciting in the eyes of Klal Yisrael. Of course, in the 
beginning, when the Mitzvah was first given, Klal Yisrael fulfilled it with excitement and enthusiasm, but 
as time went on it was only natural that they would begin to lose interest in the Mitzvah and come to 
treat it lightly due to its familiarity. This was in contrast with the other communal offerings, such as the 
Korbanos of Shabbos and Yom Tov, which only come periodically, ensuring that they remained exciting 
when their time came.A7   

A Special Instruction to Beis Din 
Because of this natural phenomenon it was necessary that the Torah repeat the Mitzvah of Korban 
Hatamid A3 in the form of a special instruction to Beis Din to make sure that Klal Yisrael fulfill this Mitzvah 
with the appropriate level of enthusiasm.A1  

As the concern was that Klal Yisrael would begin to perform the Mitzvah in a lackluster fashion it was 
necessary that the warning be given with a gentle tone, as one cannot command someone to be excited! 
Rather, Moshe was required to speak to them gently and warmly, bringing them to a place where their 
feelings of love and excitement would well up in their hearts on their own. A2 This was done by explaining 
to them that at Har Sinai, Klal Yisrael received the special gift of being able to feel constant newness and 
excitement in their Avodas Hashem, and by investing effort, it was also possible to achieve this excitement 
with the Koraban Hatamid.A5   

Rabi Yehudah’s Opinion 
With this we can also explain the opinion of Rabi Yehudah that Klal Yisrael thought that perhaps the 
mitzvah of Korban Hatamid would cease together with the cessation of their journeys in the Midbar. 
During the journeys of Klal Yisrael, there were days and sometimes weeks when they were traveling and 
the Mizbeach was packed away with the rest of the Mishkan, as a result of which they could not offer the 
Korban Hatamid. When they stopped at a new encampment, and had the opportunity to bring the Korban 
Hatamid it was once again exciting for them, and it felt similar to the other communal offerings that were 
only brought from time to time. Klal Yisrael were therefore concerned that if they would have to bring the 
Korban Hatamid on a daily basis they would not be able to do so with the proper enthusiasm and that 
perhaps because of this it would be better if they would not bring it at all. Hashem’s response was that 
they need not worry, because if they would strive to fulfill the mitzvah with freshness then they would be 
able to perform it on a daily basis with the same enthusiasm as during their journeys when they were only 
able to bring it from time to time.A6   

For the Generations 
Even though the possuk in the original commandment in parshas Tetzaveh says, (שמות כט, מב) “  תמיד עלת

 a constant offering for your generations,” as explained above, Klal Yisrael was concerned that in ,לדרתיכם
their new circumstances of offering the Korban on a constant and daily basis, they would not possibly be 
able to fulfil it appropriately, making it better for them not to even try. In response to this, the Torah 
repeated the mitzvah, adding a warning that they should be careful not to grow comfortable with the 
mitzvah and perform it from rote. The warning was introduced with the word ‘צו, command’ which Chazal 
‘ tells us has a connotation of (קידושין כט.) לדורותמיד ו זירוז , inspiration [to fulfill the mitzvah promptly and 
meticulously], for the present and for the [future] generations,” because it was coming to reinforce the 
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original commandment with the special spiritual power that was given to Klal Yisrael with the Torah at 
Har Sinai. For this reason the Torah compares the Korban Hatamid to ‘bread’ as bread is one of the few 
foods that people do not become sick of even though it is eaten every single day, and so too the mitzvah 
of Korban Hatamid has the potential to remain exciting day in and day out.A5  

With this we can explain that when Rashi wrote that the commandment in parshas Tetzaveh was only 
relevant to the period of the inauguration of the Mishkan he did not mean that after that time it no longer 
applied, but rather that without the repetition of the mitzvah in our Parshah then the mitzvah would have 
only been exciting and new in the eyes of Klal Yisrael during the period of the inauguration, when it was 
initially given. It was only after the mitzvah was strengthened with the additional warning and motivation 
in our Parshah that Klal Yisrael would now know to that through investing added effort they would be able 
to fulfill it with that same excitement for all generations.A4    

Bein Hametzarim 
This concept is especially relevant during the weeks of Bein Hametzarim, as can be seen from the following 
Midrash. The Yalkut Shimoni (ואתחנן רמז תתלה) asks why it is that we recite the Shemah in the morning and 
at night. The Midrash answers with a parable, that there once was a wise man whose son would bring him 
two meals a day. After a while the father saw that his son had become poor and could no longer afford to 
sustain his father as he had previously. The wise man told his son, “  שתי לאותן כח בך שאין אני יודע בני

 לי ערב והוא ביום פעמים' ב הכנסת בבית דורש תיאו שומע שתהא אלא ממך מבקש איני, לי מביא שהיית סעודות

לי מעלה שהיית סעודות שתי כאותן , My son, I know that you do not have the ability to bring me the two 
meals that you used to, I only ask of you [instead] to come to hear my drashos in the Beis Haknesses twice 
a day and it will be as pleasant for me as the two meals that you used to bring me.” So too Hashem told 
Klal Yisrael, “  שבית לפני וידוע וגלוי', וגו בבקר תעשה אחד הכבש את ביום פעמים שתי לי מקריבין הייתם לשעבר

 ישראל שמע קרבנות של תמורתן אני מבקש אלא, נותקרב להקריב יכולין אתם אי ואילך ומכאן ליחרב עתיד המקדש

הקרבנות מכל יותר לפני ועולה בערב ישראל שמע בבקר , In the past you would offer to Me twice daily, a lamb 
in the morning... it is revealed before Me that the Beis Hamikdash is destined to be destroyed and from 
then on you will not be able to bring Korbanos. I only ask that instead of the Korbanos you [shall recite] 
Shemah Yisrael in the morning and Shemah Yisrael in the evening, and it will be worth more to Me than 
all of the Korbanos.” 

We see from this Midrash that although we no longer have the ability to fulfill the Avodah of the Korban 
Hatamid, Hashem gave us the mitzvah of Kriyas Shemah instead which is fulfilled with the same level of 
constancy as the Tamid. This is truly a great gift as we learned from our parshah that through the Korban 
Hatamid, the pleasure and closeness to Hashem that one felt was constantly renewed, as a bride with her 
groom, and we can therefore deduce that we, today, have the same opportunity to connect to Hashem 
with excitement and freshness through our Kriyas Shemah, even during our exile when we no longer have 
the Beis Hamikdash and the actual offering of the Korban Hatamid. This being said it is important that we 
invest our own effort in the mitzvah of Kriyas Shemah and try to ensure that each time we fulfill the 
mitzvah it is with enthusiasm and excitement, as if it were the first time ever that we were fulfilling it. 

Through strengthening our fulfillment of the mitzvah of Kriyas Shemah every single day of our lives with 
freshness, may we merit offering the Korban Hatamid in the Beis Hamikdash, may it be rebuilt speedily, 
in our days, amen, KY”R.  
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