
LESSONS IN HASHKAFA & HALACHA FROM THE PARSHA 

On Tisha b’Av morning, 

Ahavas Yehonoson had the 

zechus to host a selected 

explanatory kinos by Rav 

Herschel Reichman (rosh 

yeshiva, Yeshiva University) 

in our new beis medrash. 

While it is our tefilla to 

never have to host such an 

event again, the entire 

tzibur thanks him for 

sharing his thoughts and 

divrei Torah with us and we 

look forward to hosting him 

and other guest speakers 

for happier occasions in the 

future. 

While the beis medrash is 

almost complete with a 

large otzar ha’seforim, etc. 

we are still in need of some 

basic items before the kollel 

moves in this Elul (in two 

and a half weeks from 

now).  These include 

chairs, a few shtenders, a 

paroches, more lighting, an 

additional air conditioning 

unit and a curtain to block 

out the heat and sunlight.  

Dedication opportunities 

are available. For further 

details, please contacts us 

at: 

kollel@ahavasyehonoson.com 

- Rabbi 
Dovid Le

win 

PUTTING YOUR INSIDES OUT AND MOREPUTTING YOUR INSIDES OUT AND MOREPUTTING YOUR INSIDES OUT AND MORE   

 Every day, we recite the words of krias shema in which Hakadosh Boruch Hu 

instructs us to place “these words” of Torah on our hearts.  Perhaps it is because we are so 

familiar with the words that we fail to realize that on is actually a poor choice of expression 

here.  Generally, something that is ‘on’ one’s heart is perceived as superficial.  Really, we 

want the Torah to penetrate and be inside of our hearts, as is expressed by the Torah and 

navi in several places “bilvavecha” - in your heart.  Why then, does our daily declaration 

engage us to merely place the Torah on the surface? 

 HaRav Eliezer Friedman shlit”a  suggests the following:  Noting that the next phrase 

instructs us to teach our children, he understands the external to be the key here .  If we 

want to influence our children in Torah and mitzvos, we cannot allow our excitement to 

remain within us.  While inner excitement might be desirable for one’s own avodas 

Hashem, it doesn’t quite have the same impact in influencing others.  In order to inspire 

others to aspire to great things, one must advertise by showing his excitement over them. 

 It would seem however, that there is another message here:  The Torah is instructing 

us to place its words on our hearts, making no mention of what’s inside our hearts.  When it 

comes to chinuch ha’banim, we must inspire our children whether or not we are sufficiently 

inspired ourselves.  Whether we lack of simchas ha’Torah or mitzvos because of our own 

upbringing, or if it is just disabled by the myriad of distractions and stresses in our lives, 

when we are in the presence of our children and students, we better act the part, and, while 

there are some more crucial moments, basically, we are on stage almost 24/7.  Children 

observe their parents throughout the week, and not just at the Shabbos table.  People see 

how we make berachos at the water cooler and not just when we daven for the amud.  

Let’s face it, we are walking commercials for Torah Judaism.  Excitement sells, and it is out 

job to promote the Ribono shel Olam’s products. 

ו“ ת ש ע           ו א ת ח נ ןפ ר ש ת              



 

CLEAN UP FOR KRIAS SHEMACLEAN UP FOR KRIAS SHEMACLEAN UP FOR KRIAS SHEMA   
 

 One may not recite krias shema or berachos in the presence of human waste even if there is no foul odor emanating from it.  

Excrement of animals is not included in this prohibition unless it is deemed foul such as the waste of dogs or pigs that have been 

added to leathers to help process them   The Talmud Yerushalmi expands this to include the waste of a donkey that has just travelled 

a long distance, the excrement of cats, and a rotting carcass.  According to the Yerushalmi, one must distance himself from the waste 

of fowl, but qualifies that this only applies to those that are ‘adumim’ (red).  The rishonim disagree in the definition of ‘adumim’:  

According to the Rabeinu Yonah and Raavad, the waste of fowl is only included in the prohibition if it is red, a sign that it is rotten.  The 

Rashba however, understands that the Yerushalmi means to include the waste of red fowl, regardless of the color of the excrement 

itself.  Others (Tashbatz, Agudah) explain that ‘adumim’ refers to fowl that come from the land of ‘Edom’.  Because their diet consists of 

barley, their waste is like that of humans.  Although the Shulchan Aruch follows the opinion of the Rabeinu Yonah, the Mishna Berura 

cautions talmidei chachamim from keeping red birds like turkeys in the house; since their waste has a fowl odor, it would be prohibited 

to even think Torah thoughts. However, some authorities write that this leniency only applies to the waste of animals that do not eat 

grains (i.e. wheat, barley, etc.).. However, the halacha is to be lenient, save for individuals who wish to act stringently in this matter. It 

is worth noting that the Shulchan Aruch HaRav writes that a person should try to daven in a place that is completely clean. 

 A beraisa (Berachos 25a) lists the excrement of fowl among those which one must distance themselves from when reciting 

krias shema.  Although Rava rejects the beraisa’s list, the rishonim explain that this is only with regards to the waste of dogs and pigs 

(unless used to treat leathers).  The waste of fowl, however, is in fact forbidden.  Tosfos, however qualifies that this is only true of a 

chicken coup because it gives off a foul odor due the high concentration of waste found within.  The Chayei Adam extends this to 

include a barn. See however Biur Halacha who disagrees, offering support from the gemara.  In practice however, the Mishna Berura 

sides with the Chayei Adam since (at lease in his times) a barn is likely to contain human waste as well. 

 Although reciting berachos in the presence of the waste of a pig is only problematic if mixed with hides, the pig itself - or more 

accurately its face - is considered “walking excrement”.  Since it constantly sniffs human waste, it is like a bedpan that has the status of 

tzoah even once washed out. (Berachos 25a) 

 The gemara (Berachos 25b) implies that although adding a revi’is (small measure) of water to urine is sufficient to nullify it, 

pouring water into a bedpan does not help.  Although the Rosh and Rashba understand this to be so by virtue of the vessel’s 

designation for such, the Beis Yosef explains that the difference is practical; since the water does not mix with the walls of the vessel, it 

cannot neutralize its status.  See also Rabeinu Yonah who understands that one can only nullify a rabbinic prohibition of urine, and not 

that of a designated vessel which is forbidden by the Torah.  

 The rishonim however qualify that this is only true of an earthenware, or wood vessel (although the Rasha rules leniently 

regards wooden vessels as well), since urine is immediately absorbed deep into its walls. [The status of bedpans made of china or 

porcelin is discussed by the poskim. See Biur Halacha who rules stringently on the matter (since anyway, the Pri Chadash rules 

stringently with regards to glass containers).  One may, however recite berachos in the presence of a metal or glass  bedpan that has 

been cleaned well.  Contemporary poskim debate the status of bedpans made of plastic. See however Pri Megadim and Minchas 

Yitzchak who maintain that a vessel that is clearly designed for these purposes (i.e. is not just a bowl or bottle that has been 

designated as such, but formed in a way that its purpose is obvious to all), becomes prohibited after its first use, even if made of glass 

or metal and is subsequently washed out.  

T’NU KAVOD LA’TORAH !  - The campaign continues... 

details on our website:  D A F M A P . C O M 

To receive these pages regularly, email “subscribe” to: kollel@ahavasyehonoson.com 
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