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Two stunning divrei torah in this week’s parsha stir the emotions and enlighten the mind. 
 
Yosef revealed himself to his brothers, and queried, “ חי אבי העוד יוסף אני ”?  Earlier, Yehuda had stated that 

Yaakov was indeed alive! The Bais Halevy explains that Yosef, through this rhetorical question, was rebuking Yehudah 
and his brothers for their inconsistency and hypocrisy.  They were petitioning Yosef to regard the anguish that he caused 
their father, while in fact the brothers themselves caused equal or greater suffering to their father by selling Yosef! 

 
Subsequently, Yaakov Avinu was re-united with Yosef after twenty two years. Emotions were soaring as they fell 

into each other’s embrace. Yosef’s tears were flowing. In contrast, Yaakov was reciting the krias shema (Rashi-26:49). 
Does that sound rational? The Maharal (Gur Aryeh-Vayigash) explains that Yaakov channeled the zenith of thankfulness 
and love that he felt for Yosef at that moment, to his Father in Heaven.  

  
How do we imbue love of Hashem and mitzvos into our offspring?  This love of rediscovery that Yaakov Avinu 

felt for Yosef was intense.  A similar type of love can be applied to our children. Parents are paradigms. If we observe the 
mitzvos as if matan torah occurs anew every day, our children will absorb the palpable excitement.   Davening with 
kavana, nigunim, doing mitzvos b’simcha, learning Torah with enthusiasm, can have a dramatic impression upon them.  

 
Furthermore, for us to maintain influence on our offspring, they must know that we care for them. 
       
A father once approached me in distress,” I constantly say I love my children, but they in turn ignore me.” I 

queried, “Do you show that you love them? “Well”, he responded, “I say it; I mean it and when I see that they don’t 
respond, I just continue with my agenda.” 

   
We see from this that words are not sufficient.  Nothing substitutes for spending quality time with a child such 

as  taking trips together, teaching him how to operate his new gift, sitting with him during meals, playing games that he 
enjoys and so forth.  A wholesome Shabbos table experience can engender close bonds. Bedtime provides a unique 
opportunity for deepening relationships. 

 
Rav Reuven Feinstein, shlita, once related how  his holy father would place his clothing on a radiator in the winter 

so that he would wake up to warm attire. This act of fatherly love made an indelible impression upon his son. 
 

The Gadol Hador’s concern and love for his child is certainly ,as well, an inspiration for us.  
 
The Bais Halevy’s principle guides us in what to avoid in raising our children.  Hypocrisy and inconsistency is 

counterproductive to building a child’s love for Torah and mitzvos. The adage “Do what I say, and not as I do”, is not 
pertinent to rasing a ben Torah.  A parent may be demanding that his child go to minyan, but it won’t work if he 
observes his father in tallis and tefillin at home.  The Bais Halevy brings the example of a man who “pleads poverty” 
when petitioned to give tzedakah, yet suddenly finds the funds to cover a personal desire. 

 
Many years ago, I taught a twelve year old boy his haftarah for his bar mitzvah. After one of the sessions, his 

father informed me that I would be “off” the following week.  He and Yitzy would be sailing on a Caribbean cruise.  
However, Abba assured me that he will take along mehudar tuna and will also practice the haftarah with him.  

 
We not perfect; challenges are formidable. However parents who carry on with dedication and consistency will, 

B’ezrat Hashem, see fruits from their labors and experience limitless reward. 


