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As we approach the Yamim Nora’im, a Yid is expected to have two mixed, almost opposite 

emotions. On one hand, the days leading up to Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur are days of yirah, 

fear of the Yom Hadin - as we’ll say im yirtzeh Hashem this Motzaei Shabbos in Selichos:  זֹוֲחִלים

 we’re trembling in fear from Your coming, from Your judgment. But on the other ,ְורֹוֲעִדים ִמּיֹום ּבֹוֶאָך

hand, a Yid is also expected to have a feeling of confidence. The Tur says, in the beginning of 

Hilchos Rosh Hashanah, that usually, when a person faces a trial, he’s afraid, and he doesn’t know 

what the outcome will be, so he is in no frame of mind to care of himself. He wears black, and is 

too preoccupied to cut his hair or his nails. All he does is worry. In contrast, Klal Yisrael, who 

know the ways of Hakadosh Baruch Hu, approach the Yom Hadin very differently. We take 

haircuts, we cut our nails, we dress well, we have a Yom Tov seudah, and we eat, drink, and rejoice. 

Why? Because we’re confident that we’ll get through the judgment safely. In the words of the 

Tur: לפי שיודעין שהקב"ה יעשה להם נס, because we know Hakadosh Baruch Hu will perform a miracle 

for us. 

  

These two feelings, of fear and confidence, seem almost contradictory. Someone actually asked the 

Brisker Rav about this. “If we’re confident that Hakadosh Baruch Hu is going to perform a 

miracle,” he asked, “why do we have to be scared?” 

  

The Brisker Rav answered that the only way you can be sure Hakadosh Baruch Hu will perform a 

miracle for you is if you’re afraid. First you have to have yirah - without yirah there’s no guarantee 

that Hakadosh Baruch Hu will create a nes for you. 

  

I would like to try to shed some light the words of the Brisker Rav. If Hakadosh Baruch Hu is 

performing a miracle for us, that means He is doing something we don’t deserve, something that’s 

not in accordance with strict justice. If so, why is Hashem willing to perform that nes only if we’re 

afraid? Why is the miracle dependent on the yirah? 

  

In order to understand this, we first have to understand what yirah is, and also we have to understand 

the nature of the miracle Hashem is performing for us. 
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Two Types of Yirah 
The Rishonim explain that there are two parts to the mitzvah of yiras Hashem: yiras ha’onesh and 

yiras haromemus. Yiras ha’onesh means being afraid of Hashem because He can punish us if we 

do an aveirah, chas v’shalom. The Rishonim say that this is the lower level of yirah. The higher 

level is yiras haromemus. Yiras Haromemus is the fear that results from the awareness that you’re 

in the presence of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. 

  

Anyone who was ever zocheh to be in the proximity of a gadol b’Yisrael knows what this type of 

fear feels like. Without the gadol saying a word to you, you suddenly become filled with fear - not 

because you think he’s going to hurt you in any way, but simply because being in the presence of 

greatness induces fear. This experience can help us understand that the higher level of yiras Hashem 

is to feel Hakadosh Baruch Hu’s presence in such a way that we’re afraid of His greatness. 

  

Why is it that we feel the same emotion - fear - when we are in the presence of greatness as we do 

when we are in danger of being hurt? These two experiences are so different; why do they give rise 

to the same emotion? 

  

A person experiences the feeling of fear when he feels that his existence is threatened. If he is in 

danger of being hurt, or killed, or punished, he feels frightened, because his physical existence as 

he knows it is in danger. When a person is in the presence of greatness, his spiritual existence is 

threatened. Generally, a person goes about his life thinking, “I’m okay, I’m a good person, I’m a 

good Yid.” But when he comes in contact with a great person, he suddenly feels very small and 

begins to question himself and who he is: “If that’s what a Yid is supposed to be, so what am I?” 

  

Both yiras haromemus and yiras ha’onesh result from a person feeling that a question mark hovers 

over his very existence, whether physical or spiritual. 

  

When the Tur writes that we are confident that Hakadosh Baruch Hu is going to perform a miracle 

for us during the Yamim Nora’im, which nes is he referring to? If Hashem forgives us, is that called 

a nes? 

  

Chazal say that Hashem promises that if we do all of the avodah of Elul, Rosh Hashanah, Aseres 

Yemei Teshuvah, and Yom Kippur, He will recreate us as a “briah chadashah.” The purpose of the 

Yamim Nora’im is not only for us to receive forgiveness - it’s also an opportunity for us to be 

recreated. Rosh Hashanah is a time of creation - it’s the day that Hakadosh Baruch Hu created 

Adam Harishon - and during this time of year we, too, can be reborn. 

  

Perhaps this is the nes that the Tur is talking about. Hakadosh Baruch Hu recreates us, and 

miraculously, we become new people. 

  

Out With the Old; In With the New 
To understand the connection between yirah and the confidence that Hashem is going to perform a 

miracle for us, consider the following mashal. 

  

Let’s say a person wants to completely redo his house. He hires an architect to draw up plans, and 

then he hires workers to put up new walls and windows in accordance with those plans. He’s all 

ready to begin his renovations - the workers are there, the supplies are waiting - but before they 

start building, there’s something that has to be done: the existing structure has to be demolished. 

He might have the most beautiful plan for his renovation, but as long as the old walls are standing, 

there’s no room for the new walls to take their place. First, the old house has to be knocked down, 

and then the new one can be built. 
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Many people have wonderful plans for the future: I want to improve, I want to shteig, I want to 

grow in so many different ways. But before that rebuilding can happen, we first have to knock 

down the old walls, shake ourselves up, and question who we are. 

  

Hakadosh Baruch Hu promises to perform a miracle for us by recreating us into a briah chadashah 

- but in order for that nes to happen, we need to have the yirah that will break down the existing 

walls and make room for our new self to be created. If the old edifice is still intact, there’s no room 

for that new building to be constructed. 

  

First, we have to fill our hearts with yirah, by questioning our existence and our essence: What are 

we? Is this really the right way? Only after that can we be zocheh to the nes of becoming a briah 

chadashah. 

  

During this period of ikvesa d’Meshicha, people are numb to certain aspects of ruchniyus, and we 

find it hard to relate to the concept of yirah and experience the Yamim Nora’im the way we are 

meant to. Yet even if we don’t feel the yirah in our hearts, let us at least understand in our minds 

what the function of yirah is, and shake ourselves up by questioning ourselves and our existence. 

Then, im yirtzheh Hashem, we can be confident that Hashem will perform a miracle for us and 

recreate us as a briah chadashah.  

 


