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גֶּד י ְוַהבֶּ ְהיֶּה כִּ גֶּד ָצָרַעת נֶַּגע בֹו יִּ ר ְבבֶּ מֶּ גֶּד אֹו צֶּ ים ְבבֶּ ְשתִּ מז( )יג, פִּ  

And the garment that has the lesion of tzoraas upon it, on a woolen garment, or on a linen 

garment, 

 

The Ramban on this pasuk offers a fundamental idea relating to the limits of items that 

were worthy of tzoraas. 

 

ישראל שלמים לה' זה איננו בטבע כלל ולא הווה בעולם וכן נגעי הבתים אבל בהיות  והבגד כי יהיה בו נגע צרעת

יהיה רוח השם עליהם תמיד להעמיד גופם ובגדיהם ובתיהם במראה טוב וכאשר יקרה באחד מהם חטא ועון יתהוה 

ונתתי נגע צרעת בבית )להלן יד לד(כיעור בבשרו או בבגדו או בביתו להראות כי השם סר מעליו ולכך אמר הכתוב

כי תבאו אל ) שם (נו נוהג אלא בארץ שהיא נחלת ה' כמו שאמרארץ אחוזתכם כי היא מכת השם בבית ההוא והנה אינ

ארץ כנען אשר אני נותן לכם לאחוזה ואין הדבר מפני היותו חובת קרקע אבל מפני שלא יבא הענין ההוא אלא בארץ 

דרשו עוד שאין הבית מטמא אלא אחר כבוש ) מצורע פרשה ה ג(הנבחרת אשר השם הנכבד שוכן בתוכה ובתורת כהנים

וחלוק ושיהא כל אחד ואחד מכיר את שלו והטעם כי אז נתישבה דעתם עליהם לדעת את ה' ותשרה שכינה בתוכם וכן 

)רמב"ן  אני חושב בנגעי הבגדים שלא ינהגו אלא בארץ ולא הוצרך למעט מהן חוצה לארץ כי לא יארעו שם לעולם

 שם(

 

The Ramban teaches that clothing or a home that appeared with tzoraas was not a natural 
phenomenon but rather a sign that Hashem’s presence had left because of the sin 
committed by the individual. Hashem’s spirit was present amongst the Bnei Yisrael so long 
as they maintained their holiness but when it could no longer remain because of the 
impurity of the sin; tzoraas would take its place as a catalyst for the person to repent. The 
Ramban continues that the emergence of tzoraas on clothing and on the walls inside homes 
was not something that occurred outside of Eretz Yisrael since this was an affliction to be 
worthy of and was only for the chosen place, Eretz Yisrael, in which Hashem favored and 
preferred to rest his shechinah. 

 
We can infer from the Ramban that Tzoraas was a privilege for the one that was close to 
Hashem but sinned and caused His presence to leave him. This was a sign that Hashem 
cared deeply for the individual and his spiritual state and sought to assist him in correcting 
his ways by sending this affliction which would allow the metzorah a process of purifying 
himself and becoming aware of the effect speaking ill of others had on his soul in the form 
of a spiritual illness.  

 



Becoming a metzorah we could argue was a badge of honor as it testified to Hashem’s 
desire and longing for the person to remediate his ways and allow Hashem’s shechinah to 
once again rest on him.  

 
The Torah tells us after the sin of Adam and Chava the snake that enticed them to eat from 
the Eitz HaDaas was cursed to crawl in the dust and eat the dirt of the ground. The 
Chidushei HaRim asks since dirt is always available and easy to come by, why was this 
curse considered a punishment for the snake? It would seem that the snake was rewarded 
to have an endless amount of food easily obtainable? However, the Chidushei HaRim 
explains it is not so. Hashem cursed the snake by making his food so easily accessible and in 
effect severing His relationship from the snake that now had no need to ask Hashem for his 
sustenance. This was his punishment being shunned from having a relationship with 
Hashem. In essence, the snake was now on his own with no connection to Hashem. On the 
other hand, one that needs to turn to Hashem for his sustenance and constantly stay in line 
to be deserving of Hashem’s kindness will have a close and deep relationship with Hashem. 
This is in contrast to the snake that has his food readily available at all times but no 
relationship with Hashem. Hashem sends us difficulties so we may turn to Him and ask for 
His assistance while at the same time looking into our deeds and hoping they’re congruent 
with what Hashem asks of us.  
 

Perhaps with the understanding of the Ramban above, tzoraas, is Hashem’s message that 
He still wants to be close, desires the relationship, but our sins result in His shechinah 
departing so the affliction of tzoraas is effected to offer us the opportunity to undergo a 
process of teshuvah so that we can reunite with His spirit.  
 

The Gemara in Zevachim .דף קב tells of how Miriam, the sister of Moshe and Aaron, was 
confined1 when she became a metzorah.  
 

וא"ת אהרן הסגירה אהרן קרוב הוא  ואין זר רואה את הנגעים  מיתיבי מרים מי הסגירה א"ת משה הסגירה משה זר הוא

אלא כבוד גדול חלק לה הקב"ה למרים אותה שעה אני כהן ואני מסגירה אני חולטה ואני  ואין קרוב רואה את הנגעים

  פוטרה

      

The Gemara asks how Miriam was confined since a Kohen is needed for this process and it 
couldn’t be Moshe since he was a non-kohen and Aaron was a brother and a relative may 
not inspect negaim. Rather, the Gemara answers that Hashem alone accorded great honor 
to Miriam by taking charge of her case and said “I am a Kohen and I am confining her”. 
 

One could ask, wouldn’t Hashem confirming Miriam a metzorah and then going on to 
confine her attract more attention to Miriam’s misdeed of speaking negatively about her 
brother? Would Miriam not have been better off if her process of being confirmed with a 
negah be done in a quieter and hushed manner with less publicity than that of Hashem 
getting involved? Perhaps the exact opposite is true and Miriam’s episode teaches us a 

                                                
1 The Torah prescribes the process and treatment of one afflicted with tzoraas. After the Kohen inspects the 
negah and declares it as tamei the individual is confined and sent outside of the camps in which the Bnei 
Yisrael dwelled. 



critical lesson about a metzorah. The Gemara’s words are   כבוד גדול חלק לה הקב"ה למרים אותה

 Hashem accorded Miriam with great honor. What was this great honor all about if after ,שעה
all she was guilty of speaking ill of her brother? The answer is since Miriam haneviah was a 
holy woman and shared a special closeness with Hashem she was worthy of being afflicted 
with tzoraas and having Hashem himself confirm her status which was a sign from Hashem 
to her of His own pain kavyachol relating to what had occurred to her and took charge of 
the process to initiate her repentance because He wanted to be close with her again and be 
involved in her healing process. 
 
In parshas Metzorah the pasuk says regarding tzoraas found in a home: 
 

ץ ֲאֻחַזְתכֶּם רֶּ ַגע ָצַרַעת ְבֵבית אֶּ י נֶּ ם ַלֲאֻחָזה ְוָנַתתִּ י ֹנֵתן ָלכֶּ ר ֲאנִּ ץ ְכַנַען ֲאשֶּ רֶּ ל אֶּ י ָתֹבאּו אֶּ ) יד לד( כִּ  

 

When you come to Eretz Canaan, which I am giving you as a possession, and I place a lesion of 
tzoraas upon a house in the land of your possession 
 
ונתתי נגע צרעת: בשורה היא להם שהנגעים באים עליהם, לפי שהטמינו אמוריים מטמוניות של זהב בקירות בתיהם כל 

) רש"י שם(ארבעים שנה שהיו ישראל במדבר, ועל ידי הנגע נותץ הבית ומוצאן  
 
 

And I will place a lesion of tzoraas:  This is [good] news for them that lesions of tzoraas will 
come upon them, (Toras Kohanim 14:75), because the Amorites had hidden away treasures of 
gold inside the walls of their houses during the entire forty years that the Bnei Yisrael were in 
the desert, and through the lesion, he will demolish the house and find them [Vayikra Rabbah 
17:6] 
 
If tzoraas were sent to afflict ones home as a sign from Hashem to change his sinful 
behavior why was he rewarded with a treasure hidden behind the wall? Perhaps we can 
explain that the Midrash is hinting to the idea that tzoraas was a בשורה, good news, in the 
literal sense because this meant the person would in the process become aware of their 
wrongdoings and heal their soul, finding the treasure to the correct path in life. 
 
One that invites Hashem into his/her life can expect to be reprimanded at times and face 
hardship or suffering but it is important to recognize that this may be the result of his/her 
deep relationship with Hashem that makes him/her worthy of Hashem taking a special 
interest in him to help correct and mend his ways unlike the snake that was banished from 
having a relationship with Hashem and never had a need to return to Hashem with an 
appeal for assistance. 
 
Good Shabbos  

 


