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RAV BRAZIL PARSHAS KEDOSHIM תשע"ו 

OBJECTING TO BE TREATED LIKE AN OBJECT 

In this week’s parsha we find the famous dictum of ואהבת לרעך כמוך Love your 

neighbor as yourself. Is one really expected to love someone else mamesh as much as 

one loves himself? The Ramban writes that this cannot mean mamash like himself. 

Proof to this is that Rabbe Akivah came and taught that one’s preservation of life 

precedes his friend’s (Baba Metziah 62)?  

My Rebbi Rav Shlomo Freifeld ztl once told us a remarkable insight in this passuk. His 

interpretation was simple but yet sublime and fundamental. The composition of human 

nature has it that no one looks at himself as an object, a piece of furniture or a pen 

unless he is psychotic. One clearly understands his personal makeup; that he is sensitive 

to other people’s criticism, he has feelings and emotions, his existence and presence 

beckons to be acknowledged, and he wants to feel needed and of value to himself and 

to others. The mitzvah to love another like oneself means that as you relate to others be 

careful not to treat them as objects. Try to understand that they too have feelings and 

sensitivities that a wife needs to feel cherished by her spouse which is a message he 

could easily convey with actions and endearing words of appreciation. Realize that one’s 

children’s presence needs to be acknowledged and given attention to even though one 

finds himself in a very busy schedule. Just because one does not hear them object to 

your seldom voicing of gratitude or to your callous insensitivities, it still does not mean 

that they don’t feel like being treated as an object and a rug you step on. Built up 

frustration, animosity and hurt are the results of silent objection to being subjected as 

an object. 

I must inject here an amazing anecdote that is a great tool to be reminded to appreciate 

what we just don’t realize.  A husband one day returns home from work, and after 

opening the door finds the house in the condition as if a tornado just hit it. Every room 

was in disarray, you name it was on the floor, the kids were running around in bedlam, 

the kitchen was a mess and to top it all his wife was sitting on the couch calmly reading 

a book. He was almost at his wits end when he began raising his voice with the outcry 

What in tarnation is going on here? His wife looked up from her book and calmly 

responded, “Every day you come home and interrogate me well what did you do with 

your entire day since you had so much time on your hands? Well the answer to that 

question is today I decided just not to do it.” 

I forgot which gadol it was but every Friday night after he opened the door and said gut 

Shabbos he would just stand at the threshold and stare at the beautiful arranged 
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Shabbos Table and exclaim how exquisite it was prepared. It is obvious that  he did not 

look at his wife as a shifcha or maid expecting and being entitled to have a clean house 

and a set table set with delicious foods to serve. Rather she was esteemed in his eyes as 

a true Bas Yisrael and Aizer Kenegdo and he made her feel as special and as cherished as 

the Shabbos Queen that he just ushered in. 

My Rebbi once told us a story about his Rebbi Rav Hutner ztl who when he was sick 

received a phone call from someone who inquired if he was up to visitors.  Rav Hutner 

sensed that this person’s coming to mevakair cholim was not really for him for they did 

not have a close relationship. Rather it was motivated from the urge to chapp another 

mitzvah as this individual was what they call a frummy. Rav Hutner told him sharply and 

straight that he didn’t want him to come because he did not want to serve as his  חפצא

 .the object of his mitzvah of Bikkur Cholim של מצוה

Here we see a demonstration that even when it comes to ruchniyus one is not allowed 

to treat people as an object merely for furthering or enhancing one’s mitzvah 

performance. A big question in the Chinuch field is why one chooses this lifelong career. 

Is it because he wants to continue learning in Kollel but since the pay falls short of 

sustaining his family the only way to continue his life long ambition of Kollel life is to 

become a Rebbi by default. Or does he really want to be mashpiah on others to make 

them true Bnei Torah. The former should never become rabbeyim, period. And even 

when he chooses to be a rebbi of talmidim because he has a love to be mashpiah, he 

must remember not to lose focus on teaching talmidim and not just teaching  gemarrah. 

He must honestly ask himself from time to time does he allow his imagination to control 

the type of shiur he gives which might be way beyond and over their comprehension or 

what the talmidim really need. One can easily fall prey to this inappropriateness if he 

hallucinates that he is a Maggid Shiur in Brisk or Ponivesh and he is using the talmidim 

to fuel his distorted dream of being a “wannabe” Rosh Yeshivah. This is another 

example of one who should stay out of Chinuch.  

In Devarim (24,13) the Torah writes the halacha that if a person borrowed from you 

money and you took his pajamas as collateral, you must return them to him at night so 

he can sleep with them. The passuk says ולך תהיה צדקה לפני ה' אלהיך and for you it will 

be an act of righteousness before Hashem. Doesn’t this required action place a person 

beyond his obligation because it is called a righteousness? One can easily rationalize 

that he already did this poor fellow a favor by lending him the money in the first place 

and now the Torah strongly suggests to give him back his collateral every night? The 

answer to this question is alluded to in the extra word ולך. It would have been sufficient 

to say ותהיה לצדקה. However, the Torah is hinting in the word ולך the motivation behind 
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this act of this tzedakah and that is the acronym  ואהבת לרעך כמוך. If you would think of 

him  as a person with self respect as yourself, with feelings and embarrassment to come 

on to someone for money then for sure you would act in a righteous way to return his 

kovod back to him at night even though it is his collateral.  

Funny as it might seem, sometimes the contrary is true and the mitzvah is to treat your 

fellow Yid specifically as an object. The word כמוך is gematriah אלהים which means 

judge. Judge others as you would judge yourself. Chazal have said that one sees the 

flaws of everyone else except his own. Let us take a mashal of Limud Zechus of judging 

someone favorably. If a person realized that he lost something precious such as a jewel, 

he immediately begins frantically to search after it. After he completes his search 

without success, he once again returns to comb the same area with the rationalization 

that he did not do a thorough search the first time. This might happen two or three 

times more if he has not yet found his precious jewel. One knows deep down that the 

first and second time he did a thorough search yet the drive to find it makes him doubt 

himself on his concentrated focus during the previous searches. The way we judge 

people should be with the parallel fashion that we search for an object. Until we find it 

we should revisit the same place again and again until we find a limud zechus and then 

judge the person favorably. 

A deeper understanding in this mitzvah of ואהבת לרעך כמוך  can be learned from the 

beginning of the passuk which concerns the issur of לא תקום to take revenge. The Sefer 

Hachinuch writes (241) that any tzaar that one experiences is from Hashem because of 

his aveiros. Therefore taking revenge on someone for what he did is a distortion for it is 

Hashem who caused one the tzaar. As Dovid Hamelech said let it be that Shimi Ben 

Gairah cursed me since Hashem is really cursing me and he is merely just a sheliach 

(Shmuel 2,16,11). Look at the immense tzaar that Yosef’s brothers caused both him and 

his father by selling him down to Mitzrayim. Yet when he reveals his identity to his 

brothers he says you are not to blame because it was Hashem who sent me here 

(Bereishis 45,8). The Sefer Chareidim 164 goes to the extent of saying that if someone 

embarrasses you publicly you should thank him and bow down to him in gratitude, for 

being the sheliach of Hashem you are now spared death by experiencing it through 

embarrassment instead. 

The Baal Shem Tov writes that the events that happen in one’s dalet amos are merely a 

mirror reflecting himself and if he receives pain or hurt from others he should know it is 

just mirroring his own shortcomings. Therefore, we can interpret the passuk to mean 

the following  'לא תקום ולא תטור ואהבת לרעך כמוך אני ה. Do not take revenge or hate 

someone who hurt or pained you. Rather ואהבת לרעך you should embrace the bad 
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 it is only mirroring your own כמוך that was done to you. The reason being because (רעך)

bad that you possess. The pain is כמוך “mateem” to your actions and misconduct and 

you became redeemed through this sheliach. How do I know this is true? 'אני ה as the 

passuk says (Yirmiyah 23,24)  את השמים ואת הארץ אני מלא  I fill the shamayim and aretz. 

Nothing can happen without Hashem’s will for it to occur. 

Now we can understand the juxtaposition of the issur of Kilayim of animals, plants, 

seeds next to the above. The Sefer Hachinuch and the Ramban write that everything is 

from Hashem. Every blade of grass has a malach that hits it every day and commands it 

to grow. What does man think he can just come along and alter Maaseh Bereishis? 

So too when something bad happens to you, one must do a serious introspection and 

come to realize that it is not man who is tampering and interfering with Maaseh 

Bereishis and is causing in your dalet amos unwarranted tzaar out of the blue. But rather 

it is Hashem who sends a malach which is a sheliach of His in  the form of a person, who 

He commands him to hit, insult, embarrass, cause loss of money, shidduch etc. to you, 

only because you need some type of tikkun Baruch Hashem.  'אני ה I am Hashem,  a Baal 

Rachamim, who brings you tikkun in this world so you will merit even greater reward in 

the world of eternity. 

That is why the word כלאים (including the word) is gematriah אמונה. For this issur brings 

one to such an emunah. That any bad that comes to you from another person is not 

unwarranted and that the person planned to cause you harm without Hashem’s 

willingness for it to happen. He is just a sheliach likened to a person in jail ( כלאים מלשון

 bound up in a place where he is helpless to do any harm to anybody unless (בית כלא

Hashem wills the same to happen to that somebody.   

Gut Shabbos 

Rav Brazil   


