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As B’nei Yisrael stood on the other side of the Yam Suf, witnessing the yeshua, they reached the zenith of emunah. 
They knew that Hashem exists, they saw first-hand His hashgacha pratis, and they were convinced of His 
Omnipotence.  All of the pieces of the confusing puzzle in Mitzrayim were put into place and formed a total picture of 
understanding. 

Emunah is the root of Avodas Hashem and a potent factor that leads to serenity. No doubt, it is one the most crucial 
lessons that we can teach our children for their spiritual and emotional welfare. We will return to this. 

Let’s examine what is emunah. The final Ramban in Parshas Bo defines three foundations of emunah: 1) There is a 
Creator- Hashem exists and created the universe and mankind 2) Hashgacha Prutis- The Al-lmighty controls and 
supervises the world, and particularly cares for Am Yisroel. 3) He is Omnipotent. We see this from the makos and 
nisim that Hashem performed in Mizrayim and by sea transcending nature in the process.. 

Today, nisim and presence of Shechina are hidden. How do we strengthen our emunah under such circumstances?  

The Ramban, continues with a poignant point, “from the open, revealed miracles [witnessed in Mitzrayim] a person 
admits that the hidden miracles [of today] are the foundation of the entire Torah.” The Ramban means that the open 
miracles that Hashem wrought in Mitzrayim come to teach us that the hidden miracles of nature, today, are of the 
same magnitude. We are experiencing yetzias mitzrayim everyday of our lives. 

To illustrate this point, imagine a person experienced an uneventful day. Arriving home, he learned that a major 
explosion occurred at the very spot where he stood fifteen minutes earlier. New feelings of thankfulness and 
exhilaration surged through his body. Yet, the gift of life is restored, not once, but every morning.  And throughout 
the day, one walks, talks, thinks, while body systems incredibly operate automatically and harmoniously. Plants 
release life sustaining oxygen, air and water are plentiful, the sun and rain provide heat, water and produce and so 
much more. Our caring Father accompanies us with myriads of miracles every waking moment- many splitting seas! 

Emunah means building a relationship with Hashem. Relationship requires communication. Hashem communicates to 
us through the Torah and the wonders of the world and we speak to him through tefillah.  Our Chachamim compare 
the bond between Hashem and Am Yisroel as between chasan and kallah. Since Hashem loves us infinitely, He gave 
us an instruction manual how to live life to the fullest.  And we embrace these mitzvos because we want to attach 
ourselves to Him and therefore accept responsibility to fulfill them.  

Another vital component of emunah is whatever Hashem does, is for the best; this applies even during times of 
challenges and yesurim. When one is certain that Hashem, in His infinite wisdom, wants to shower goodness upon 
him and that trials and jumping hurdles are for his benefit, then he will feel secure and serene. From serenity flows 
inner contentment. Through chinuch in emunah, a child can feel the same way as well as grow in ruchnius.  . 

 Rav Shimshon Pincus (Sechos Rebbe Shimshon, Pesach) emphasizes that imbuing our children with progressive 
emunah. Children are taught at early ages fundamentals of emunah in accordance with their intellectual 
understanding.  As they mature, sometimes the concepts of emunah do not grow with them. Therefore, Rav Pincus 
adds that it is crucial to upgrade and sharpen these understandings in the most authentic and lasting manner. This is 
a parent’s holy responsibility which will be very helpful in averting turmoil and confusion during later years. 


