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All of Berditchev was in a quandary. 

Sukkot was just around the corner, and 

there was not a solitary etrog in the whole 

town. The Rebbe, Rabbi Levi Yitzchak, 

told a group of his chassidim to wait at the 

nearby crossroads in the hope that they 

would encounter some passerby who 

owned an etrog. Sure enough, a wagon 

soon trundled by, and the man inside it had 

an unusually beautiful etrog with him. He 

was on his way home. The trouble was that 

his home was in some far-off town, and he 

was only bypassing Berditchev. 

They brought the stranger to their rebbe, 

who immediately entreated him to spend 

the festival with them, and by lending 

hisetrog enable the whole community, 

including the tzaddik himself, to carry out 

the mitzvah of pronouncing a blessing over 

the Four Species. The stranger would not 

agree. He was on his way home to spend 

Yom-Tov with his family. How could he 

suddenly upset their festive joy and his 

own? The tzaddik promised him the 

blessings of wealth and children, but even 

this did not help. He had wealth and 

children, thank G-d, and was in need of 

nothing. 

Then the tzaddik said: "If you will oblige, I 

hereby promise you that you will share my 

lot in the World to Come!" 

The stranger immediately changed his 

mind, and agreed to stay on in Berditchev 

for the duration of the festival. 

The tzaddikwas overjoyed, and so was the 

whole community - and so was the 

stranger. 

Now at this point a secret order was issued 

by the tzaddik to all the townsfolk of 

Berdichev: no one was to allow this guest 

to eat in their sukkah. Not a soul could 

guess what the reason could be, but - it 

was an order from the rebbe. 

On the first night of the festival that 

unsuspecting fellow returned from the 

synagogue to the room that he had rented 

in someone's house. There, indoors, he 

found everything prepared - wine 

for Kiddush, two loaves, candles, and a 

festive meal. He was dumbfounded. Could 

it be that the householder, such an  

 

upstanding and observant Jew, did not have 

a sukkah? 

He went out to the yard, and duly found 

a sukkah set up exactly as the Law requires. 

Inside it he could see his host and all his 

family sitting happily around the table, He 

asked to be admitted, but was refused. Why 

so? There was no answer. 

Somewhat downcast, he proceeded to call 

on the neighboring families, each of which 

he found sitting happily in its sukkah. He 

begged to be admitted - but in each case the 

response was the same baffling refusal. 

It finally came out that behind all of this 

there was an order from the tzaddik. He ran 

off to his house in consternation, and asked: 

"What's this all about? How have I sinned to 

deserve this?" 

Reb Levi Yitzchak replied: "If you will 

waive your claim to that promise I made 

you about the World to Come, then I'll 

straight away give the order that you should 

be admitted to a sukkah." 

The stranger was shocked - but held his 

peace. What was there to do now? On the 

one hand there was this promise of 

thetzaddik that he would share his lot in the 

World to Come. On the other hand, there 

was a mitzvah waiting to be fulfilled - to eat 

in the sukkah. 

The sukkah won the day. Unthinkable, that's 

what it was - that a Jew like himself, who all 

his days had observed the mitzvah of 

the sukkah, this year shouldn't? All the 

House of Israel were sitting in 

their sukkot on this night - and he would be 

eating like a gentile, indoors, G-d forbid? 

He told the tzaddik that he released him forthwith 

from his promise about the World to Come, and 

(at the tzaddik's request) even gave him his hand 

in confirmation. Then off he went and quietly ate 

his festive meal in someone's sukkah. 

As soon as the festival came to an end, Reb Levi 

Yitzchak called for him. 

"Now," he said, "I hereby return my promise to 

you. I wanted you to learn, my son, that I didn't 

want you to pick up your portion in the World to 

Come cheaply, through an easy bit of bargaining. I 

wanted you to earn it, through your deeds. That is 

why I so arranged matters that you should be put 

to the test with regard to the mitzvah of sukkah. 

Now that you have withstood the test, and 

demonstrated the ultimate self-sacrifice for the 

sake of fulfilling that mitzvah, you truly deserve to 

share my portion in the World to Come!" 

Adapted by Yerachmiel Tilles from A Treasury of 

Chassidic Tales on the Festivals (Artscroll-

translations-adaptations by my esteemed 

colleague, Uri Kaploon). 

Yerachmiel Tilles is the director of the 

AscentOfSafed.com and KabbalaOnline.org 

websites. His mailing list of 900+ weekly stories 

(editor@ascentofsafed.com) is now in its 20th 

year. “Festivals of the Full Moon,” the second of a 

3-volume series of his best stories, is now 

available in Tzefat at Ascent and KabbalaOnline-

shop.com. 

 

A Costly Mitzvah      

Shabbat  T imes –  Sukkot  

 Candlelighting Motze Shabbat 

Jerusalem 5:25 6:36 

Tel Aviv 5:42 6:37 

Haifa 5:33 6:36 

Beer Sheva 5:42 6:38 

 

 
"Festivals of the Full Moon"    

by Yerachmiel Tilles is now 
available for purchase exclusively 

at www.kabbalaonline-
shop.com.  

It will not be available online or 
in stores until November! 

1/3 bigger than "Saturday Night, 
Full Moon"; same price! 

 

  

 

http://www.kabbalaonline-shop.com/
http://www.kabbalaonline-shop.com/


h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

Of all the holidays of the month of 

Tishrei, it is perhaps the very last, 

Shemini Atzeret, which best expresses 

G-d's love for the Jewish people. The 

name itself, "Atzeret," comes from the 

Hebrew word "to stop" or "delay." G-

d detains us, as it were, for one more 

day before we return to our regular 

lives. 

The Midrash likens this to a king who 

holds a seven-day celebration for his 

sons. On the eighth day, when it 

comes time for them to leave, he is 

reluctant to see them go and asks them 

to remain for one more day of 

festivities. 

A question is asked: How can one 

more day of celebration make the 

inevitable departure less painful? 

What is gained by pushing it off? We 

must therefore conclude that there is 

something about this special holiday, 

Shemini Atzeret, that actually 

prevents the departure from taking 

place at all. 

This concept is reflected in the precise 

language of the Midrash. "Your 

departure is difficult," the king tells 

his sons, not "our departure."  This 

alludes to the fact that G-d never 

abandons the Jewish people; His love 

for us is constant and eternal. "Your 

departure is difficult," G-d tells us. G-

d doesn't want us to abandon Him; He 

therefore requests that we celebrate 

one more holiday together which will 

serve to strengthen our bond. 

The key to maintaining a close 

connection with G-d is achdut - unity.  

When Jews are united with one 

another our relationship with G-d is 

strong. When, however, there is strife 

and division, it forms a wedge 

effect has dissipated, the possibility still 

exists that the individual elements will 

revert to their previous separateness and 

dissociation.  In order to prevent this 

from happening, G-d asks us to remain 

with Him a while longer, to celebrate a 

holiday which will secure our unity in 

an everlasting manner. 

On Shemini Atzeret, a single sacrifice is 

brought in the Holy Temple, expressing 

the idea of the indivisible nature of the 

Jewish people. Furthermore, this 

concept is also reflected in the way the 

holiday is celebrated: great scholars and 

simple people alike dancing with the 

Torah scroll, without distinction 

between them. 

The absolute unity with which we 

conclude the holidays of Tishrei thus 

guarantees that these feelings will carry 

over into the rest of the year, effectively 

preventing that we will ever "depart" 

from holiness, G-d forbid.             

Adapted from Likutei Sichot of the 

Lubavitcher Rebbe Vol. 2; Shabbos 

Table, From our Sages and Moshiach 

Now! reprinted from 

www.LchaimWeekly.org – LYO / NYC) 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

                            CONSTANT JEWISH UNITY 

 

between the Jewish people and our 

Father in heaven. 

The entire theme of Sukkot is 

Jewish unity; indeed, the mitzva 

(commandment) of the Four Kinds 

represents the four types of Jews 

coming together to be bound into 

one entity. Nonetheless, after 

Sukkot is over and its positive 

 

What’s More Important? 
 

Erev Succos, 5738, the Rebbe entered the shul 

for ma’ariv, accompanied by joyous singing. 

The festive atmosphere was intensified by the 

many Tishrei guests.  The Rebbe made his 

way to his place and from there encouraged 

the singing. 

 

Suddenly, the Rebbe’s face became serious. 

The Rebbe gave a sharp look towards the 

eastern wall where someone was standing and 

photographing.  The Rebbe asked, “Has he 

learned chitas (the daily Chumash, Tehillim 

and Tanya) today?”   

 

The person didn’t understand, so the Rebbe 

repeated the question, to which he answered 

that usually he says but did not yet today.  

 

The Rebbe then asked, “and what about the 

one next to you, did he learn chitas?” That 

bochur hid.   

 

“There is another person photographing,” the 

Rebbe continued, “did he learn chitas?” The 

Rebbe’s face was pale. “No?! What’s more 

important, taking pictures in shul, or learning 

chitas?”  (reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 

 

 

should consist only of G-d. 

 
(Likutei Torah – the Alter Rebbe) 

Sukka 

  

The Hebrew word sukka is an 

acronym for "someich ve'ozer 

kol hanoflim - [He] supports 

and assists all who fall." When a 

Jew fulfills the mitzva of sukka, 

G-d helps him in all he does and 

holds him by the hand.  

 
(B’nei Yissachar) 

Exalted Guests - the Ushpizin 

When the people of Israel leave 

their homes and enter the sukka 

for the sake of G-d's Name, they 

achieve the merit there of 

welcoming the Divine Presence 

and all the seven faithful 

shepherds descend from the 

Garden of Eden, and come to 

the sukka as their guests.       

(Zohar) 

Temporary Dwellings 

 

In the same way that the sukka is our 

temporary dwelling during Sukkot, 

so too should a person view his 

sojourn in this world as only 

temporary. For in truth, the soul's 

descent into a physical body is only 

for a specified, limited time. "In 

sukkot you shall dwell for seven 

days" alludes to the seven midot 

(emotions or character traits) that 

must be refined and purified in the 

course of our "70-year" life-span.  

 
(Sefer HaMaamarim Kuntresim) 

Lulav 

 

Altering the vowels slightly, the 

letters of the word lulav, lamed-vav-

lamed-veit, can also be read "lu lev" 

- "would that the heart." A Jew must 

be of "one heart," directed solely 

toward G-d and things that are holy. 

Indeed, G-d is described as "the rock 

of my heart," meaning that the 

central, inner core of one's existence  

 

    



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

A Holy Abode 
The mitzvah of sukkah is described in the possuk, "His [HaShem] 

right hand embraces me." Just as a person embraces his friend out of 

great love, not letting him separate from the embrace, similarly on 

Sukkos, the schach and the four walls signify the embracing of 

HaShem, surrounding the person from every side with kedusha and 

closeness to HaShem. 

 

The Frierdiker Rebbe said that a glimmer of the sukkah that will be in 

the days of Moshiach shines in every sukkah. 

 

Once, as the builders were erecting the sukkah outside the home of the 

esteemed chossid Reb Hillel Paritcher, the elderly chossid himself 

appeared. Taking a hammer, he joined the effort by knocking nails 

into the walls. "Rebbe," the men pleaded with him, "We do not need 

your help. You can be sure that we will build for you a kosher 

sukkah." Reb Hillel responded, "You should know that the four walls 

of the sukkah correspond to the four letters of HaShem's holy name. I 

too want to have a share in this." 

 

It is the minhag to begin preparations for the sukkah on Motzoei Yom 

Kippur, at least in conversation. The Rebbe explains that since this is 

the time when kelipos are being returned to power, one protects 

himself by engaging in matters of the sukkah, which are a protection 

like the 'ananei hakovod.' 

 

The Encompassing Kedusha 
The Torah commands us to set the sukkah as our home on sukkos. 

Therefore, throughout sukkos one should perform all respectable 

activities in the sukkah, such as learning, conversing and relaxing. The 

mitzvah of sukkah is unique in that one performs the mitzvah when 

doing ordinary activities inside it.  However, one must be careful not 

to act inappropriately in a sukkah, which can ch"v chase away the 

Shechinah. Conversely, through learning Torah in the sukkah, one 

reveals the 

kedusha more. 

 

As a young child at his father's farbrengens, the Frierdiker Rebbe 

heard the following sayings:  The Baal Shem Tov said that a sukkah 

and a mikveh have a correlation, whereas they both refine the person 

and draw down new light.  The Maggid said that while a mikveh 

purifies the person, the sukkah elevates him. 

 

In Lubavitch they would not hang "noi sukkah" (decorations) on the 

sechach or the walls. The reason for this: by the Rebbe Rashab the 

"noi sukkah" was the one sitting in the sukkah. Since the fear of 

accepting the Heavenly yoke on Rosh Hashanah, the avodah of Erev 

Yom Kippur, Yom Kippur and the joy of Sukkos, were, for the Rebbe 

Rashab, experiences of the innermost soul. 

 

The sukkah is a mitzvah article and must therefore be treated with 

reverence by keeping it clean and respectable. 

 

The meshares of the Rebbe Maharash, Reb Yosef Mordechai, once 

entered the sukkah in anger. The Rebbe said to him: "One must have 

derech eretz for of the sechach; sechach does not like anger." 

 

Special Guests 
The Zohar teaches that throughout Sukkos, our sukkos are honored 

with the ruchniyus'dike presence of the Ushpizin, the seven shepherds 

   PEARLS OF SUKKOS 

G-d Hates the Exile 
G-d hates the exile, since 

He knows that in the exile 

the Jews are lacking--and 

indeed, He understands 

their lack better than the 

Jews themselves do. Even 

though a Jew knows of the 

ultimate state of the era of 

Redemption, since he 

lives within the confines 

of a physical body and the 

confines of this world, he 

cannot understand these 

concepts fully. 

Nevertheless, since a Jew 

knows that G-d hates the 

exile, he also hates the 

exile.  (The Lubavitcher Rebbe) 

Today and Yesterday 
A chasid persistently 

asked his Rebbe to tell 

him why the Messiah has 

not come and why the 

Redemption promised by 

the Prophets and Sages 

has not been fulfilled. The 

Rebbe answered: "It is 

written, 'Why has the son 

of Jesse not come, either 

today or yesterday?' The 

answer lies in the question 

itself: Why has he not 

come? Because we are 

today just as we were 

yesterday." 

 

of klal Yisroel. On each day, one of the tzaddikim heads the visit, 

and his kedusha dominates that day.  The Rebbe explains that 

these visits instill in us kedusha to overcome the long winter 

months. 

 

There are two versions concerning the order of the Ushpizin, 

whether Moshe precedes Yosef or follows him. After many years 

of following one order, Reb Yitzchak Aizik of Komarna 

considered changing to the other order, and sent his son Reb 

Eliezer to consult with Reb Yitzchak Aizik of Zidatchov. The 

Zidatchover Rebbe replied, "I am surprised that your father 

suggested this change, for didn't we see last year how Moshe 

Rabbeinu entered our sukkah before Yosef Hatzaddik." 

 

Reb Avrohom Mordechai of Ger once arrived late at the sukkah 

of his father the Chiddushei Harim. When questioned about his 

delay he replied that his young son, later to become the Sfas 

Emes, had cried, insisting that he be shown the Ushpizin in the 

sukkah.  "Nu," responded the grandfather, "Why didn't you 

oblige?" 

 

The Rebbeim added that throughout sukkos we are also visited by 

the seven Rebbes from the Baal Shem Tov through the Rebbe 

Rashab. They accompany us in our avodah of refining the world 

during the time of galus.   

 

The Rebbe added further that on Shemini Atzeres we are visited 

by Shlomo Hamelech and the Frierdiker Rebbe. 

 

(reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 

 

  



Wine Spectator's cover story of the 

October 2016 issue reads: "The Wines 

of Israel: Surprising Quality from an 

Emerging Region." 

 

The cover of the October 2016 issue of 

the highly regarded Wine Spectator 

magazine screams: “The Wines of Israel: 

Surprising Quality from an Emerging 

Region.” 

 

It is a confirmation of what many in the 

food and wine industry already knew: 

Israel is producing world-class wines that 

compete favorably with some of the best 

wines from around the world. 

 

The publication gave high marks (at least 

an 88) to 40 Israeli wines, 30 over 90 

with only two being non-kosher. Topping 

the scoring with a 93 was Tzora with its 

Misty Hills Judean Hills 2013.  

The Wines of Israel 

 

Despite its growth and development, says 

the Wine Spectator, “its place on the world 

stage will remain small for the foreseeable 

future.”  

 

Israel has 13,500 acres of vineyard, one 

fourth of California’s Sonoma Valley, and 

produces 10 million cases annually, most 

of it kosher. The Israeli wines have made 

significant inroads into the non-kosher 

market. Per capita consumption in Israel is 

half of that in the US so that the Israeli 

market alone will not drive the growth of 

the wines. In 2014, Israel exported $40 

million of wine, about 40% of its total 

production.  

 

Nathan Herzog of Royal Wines, which 

imports most of the Israeli wines to the US, 

told the Wine Spectator: “We’ve been 

successful in migrating Israeli wines out of 

the kosher section…There has been a 

significant growth in Israeli wine sales in 

the US.”  

 

With the US kosher market continuing to 

grow at 10%-12% a year, there is every 

indication that the Israeli wines will 

continue to achieve at least similar growth. 

By KosherToday.com, reprinted from 

Collive 

 

 

 

 
 

Tired of Honey cake? How about 

oatmeal peanut butter squares? Preheat 

oven to 180 centigrade. Spray pan (I 

like using baking paper). Mix 1/2 cup 

demarra sugar with one egg and one 

cup natural peanut butter. Stir in one 

cup whole wheat or spelt flour, one cup 

oat meal, 1/2 tsp baking soda and 1/4 

tsp coarse salt. Spread in pan and bake 

for 15 minutes, letting it cool in oven. I 

spread a tehina based frosting but it 

was really unnecessary and much too 

sweet. One Motzei Shabbat there was 

none left. This was an adaption of a 

recipe from the Shomron chief.   

Alizah Hochstead, 

alizahh@hotmail.com  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Farbrengen 

Question:   My daughter has a nine year-old son, a 

five year-old daughter and a two year-old daughter.  

My husband and I were there and kept them while my 

daughter and her husband went to NY.  The five year-

old is put to sleep at 6pm during the week and Erev 

Shabbos because my daughter says that she gets wild if 

she gets off schedule. I did not see this behavior.   She 

is missing Shabbos and not seeing her father who is 

away all week. She told me "I can't stay up because I'm 

a little sister and when I'm a big sister, I can stay up." 

What should I do?  

. 

Answer:  I can definitely empathize with you.  It is 

not easy when we see someone we love doing 

something that we do not agree with, especially when it 

involves your child and grandchild.  However, it can be 

helpful to step back and look at the broader picture.  

What do we ultimately want to accomplish?  Rabbi 

Shimon ben Chalafta states in Tractate Ukatzin, "The 

Almighty does not have any other vessel to keep a 

blessing, but Peace!" In other words, there is blessing 

where there is peace. 

 

My aunt, a therapist for over 20 years, said that she 

finds it helpful when counseling couples to explore the 

idea:  do you want to be right or do you want to be 

married?   A spouse might believe they are right, and 

perhaps others also believe they are right, but achieving 

their agenda will not guarantee marital harmony.  To 

live in peace and harmony requires looking beyond the 

immediate issues, and seeing the bigger picture.   

 

So too in your case.  You might very well be correct.  

However, will enabling your granddaughter to stay up 

later on Shabbos night achieve peace?  Although you 

might accomplish this specific goal, there are a number 

of risks involved:  tension between you and your 

daughter, you and your son-in-law and even a shalom 

bayis issue between your daughter and son-in-law.    

These are delicate relationships requiring wisdom, 

patience, acceptance and, most of all, siyata dishmaya 

(help from Heaven). 

 

Your granddaughter seems alright with the situation.  

Perhaps one could say, “well, she doesn’t know better 

and it is our job to give her the best life experience we 

can!”  However, I believe that if you are patient, do not 

get involved and focus on maintaining a peaceful and 

harmonious relationship, Hashem will lead you and 

your family in the right direction.  Most likely, as your 

granddaughter gets older, it will be natural that she will 

want to stay up later and her parents will allow this to 

happen.  I do not think there will be any future issues 

because of these few years wherein she had to go to 

sleep early.  In fact, looking at it from a different 

perspective, she might even appreciate Shabbos night 

more, and it will hold a very dear place in her heart, 

since it will be a new experience.  She will be excited 

and will not take it for granted.  And, perhaps this 

excitement will leave a lasting imprint upon her.   

 

It is also helpful to be emotionally and intellectually 

flexible – in other words – try and see things through 

your daughter’s perspective.  Often times, there is truth 

and validity in what each side is saying.   

 

As it says in Mishlei 3:17, when speaking of the Torah, 

“It’s ways are ways of pleasantness, and all its paths 

are peace.”  Continue to focus on what will lead to 

peace and pleasantness, trust in Hashem, and 

everything will be fine.  It will all work out.           
Please email your questions to 

coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com - Aharon Schmidt, 

marriage and individual coaching and counseling; 

coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com, 052-524-6528 

 
 

Halacha Corner –  Simchas Yom-Tov:  How is one to celebrate 

and rejoice during Yom Tov (“V’Somachto B’Chagecho”)?  The Torah 

commands us to rejoice throughout all of Yom Tov and Chol Hamoeid.  In the 

times of the Beis-HaMikdash, every man was obligated to eat meat from a 

korbon shlamim. Today the simcha is attained by drinking a revi’is of wine 

each day of Yom Tov and Chol Hamoeid. Even today a mitzvah is fulfilled by 

eating meat and other delicacies.  A man should also rejoice his family by 

buying them each something that will make them happy.  While the food 

enhances the joy, one should not celebrate merely by eating and drinking; for 

this is not joy, but vain frivolity. The joy should be one of serving Hashem, 

which is only possible in a holy atmosphere. Each Beis Din would see to it that 

the level of kedusha is maintained by everyone.  Furthermore, one should help 

other unfortunate people rejoice as well and invite them to partake in his meals. 

Then the joy is “simcha shel mitzvah” and not self-indulgence.   Above all the, 

on Sukkos there is an added level of simcha (as we say in davening “zman 

simchaseinu”), which is expressed by singing, clapping and dancing.  

(reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 
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