
American Friends of Netiv Aryeh supports our programs. To contribute or pledge to American Friends

of Netiv Aryeh, please visit http://www.afna.us/donate

We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude to  Richard  and Anita  Grossman for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

SHABBAT HAGADOL 5776

THE FOUNDATIONS OF BELIEF IN THE EXODUS FROM EGYPT

"I SHALL PASS OVER YOU"

"The blood shall be a sign for you upon the houses where you are; when I shall see the blood and I

shall pass over you; there shall not be a plague of destruction upon you when I strike in the land of

Egypt" (Shemos 12:13). What is the meaning of the verb upasachti "I shall pass over you? Rashi

cites an opinion that it means vechamalti - I will have mercy (Onkelos has a similar interpretation).

Rashi then offers his own interpretation: "the root pasach expresses skipping and jumping - thus the

word pasachti in our verse means He would skip from the houses of Israel to the houses of Egypt as

they were situated among each other".   Rashi did not mean that Hashem literally jumped from one

Egyptian house to another in order to skip over Jewish homes, for Hashem is everywhere at the

same time and has no need to jump from one place to another. Rather, the intent here is that in the

eyes of observers who witnessed the results of makas bechoros it appeared as if the Jewish homes

had been skipped over while the Egyptian houses on either side were struck.

The skipping over of the Egyptian homes (which we explained above is not to be taken literally) can

be understood on a spiritual level as well. What do we mean by spiritually skipping over? Chazal
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teach us: "Hashem said to the Jewish people: 'my children, open for me a small opening of teshuva,

as big as the eye of a needle, and I will open for you openings that wagons and caravans can enter'"

(see Shir Hashirim Rabba 5:2).

To merit salvation, general as well as individual, man must create even the minutest opening - to

come close to Hashem by making some effort of his own. Once he does so he will be rewarded with

incredible Siyata D'Shmaya, Hashem will take it from there, but man must make the first move.

The baalei  mussar added that  this  small  opening must be open from end to end -  a complete

opening. Hashem redeemed Am Yisrael from Egypt even though they did not create such an opening

(as we will soon see). Hashem redeemed them with "awakening from Above", even though there

was no "awakening from below" - no "opening of a needle." Hashem "skipped over" His general rules

of Providence and saved the Jewish firstborn even though by their not creating an initial opening this

meant they did not merit heavenly assistance for they did not attempt to come closer to the Creator.

The Hassidim explain that this is the meaning of the "passing over" in the following pasuk: "Hashem

will  pass through to  smite  Egypt,  and He will  see  the  blood  that  is  on  the  lintel  and the  two

doorposts; and Hashem will pass over the entrance and He will not permit the destroyer to enter

your homes to smite" (Shemos 12:23) - Hashem passed (He yielded) and did not demand that small

opening that man is supposed to create on his own, and saved the Jewish nation in spite of their not

having prepared themselves.

A NATION FROM AMIDST A NATION

How do we know that Am Yisrael did not sufficiently attempt to initiate a relationship with HaKadosh

Baruch Hu to be worthy of redemption? Chazal discuss the pasuk: "or has any god ever miraculously

come to take for himself a nation from amidst a nation" (Devarim 4:34): What is meant by "a nation

from amidst a nation"? Chazal write: "this nation and that nation were uncircumcised, this nation

and that nation grow their hair, they wear kilayim and they wear kilayim. If so, the attribute of

judgment would never have let the Jewish people be redeemed from Egypt" (Vayikra Rabba 23:2).

They were totally so immersed in the forty-nine gates of impurity that from the pure perspective of

justice they did not deserve any assistance.

ETERNAL FREEDOM

We declare every evening: Who struck with His anger all the firstborn of Egypt and removed His" ,ה

nation Israel from their midst to eternal freedom" - what is "eternal freedom"?   Am Yisrael was

destined to know so much enslavement from the time of the exodus from Egypt - beginning with

Kushan Rishatayim king of Aram Naharayim who enslaved the Jewish people at the beginning of the

period of the Shoftim (see Shoftim 3). There were many more subsequent enemies as well - Ashur

exiled the ten tribes, Bavel exiled whoever remained. Then there was Greece, Rome, the Inquisition,

the Communists, all the way up till the evil Germans of the last generation. How then can we declare

that He "removed His nation Israel from their midst to eternal freedom"?

What is eternal freedom?   While we have not merited physical eternal freedom, we have merited

spiritual freedom. The spiritual enslavement suffered in Egypt, brought the Jewish nation down to so

low that they almost totally assimilated into Egypt to a level they would have been unable to emerge

from. It is true there were Hellenists, and others who assimilated in later generations as well as

today's Reform movement , but the Jewish nation as a whole stands firm in its desire to keep Torah

and  mitzvos.  Many  died  al  Kiddush  Hashem during  the  days  of  the  Greeks,  the  Romans,  the

Inquisition,  the  Crusades,  the Communists,  and the Germans.    Yet  the  nation as a  whole has

preserved its spiritual character which was not the case in Egypt. Although there were tzaddikim in

Egypt, the nation as a whole did not stand spiritually tall.   "He removed His nation Israel from their

midst to eternal freedom" means that never again did Am Yisrael return to the spiritual enslavement

of Egypt - the nation has since preserved their character and is not in danger of entirely assimilating.

TEFILLIN SHEL ROSH - REMEMBERING THE EXODUS INTELLECTUALLY

The Torah states: "and it shall be for you a sign on your arm and a reminder between your eyes ...
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for with a strong hand Hashem removed you from Egypt" (Shemos 13:9).   Why is there a need for

two signs - one on the arm and one on the head? Is one not sufficient? The Shulchan Aruch explains

that the two signs are necessary in order to subordinate the mind as well as the heart to serving

Hashem. The tefillin on the head correspond to the mind, while the tefillin on the arm correspond to

the heart.

Perhaps there is an additional reason the Torah commands us to lay tefillin on the head as well as

next to the heart - to remind us that the exodus is one of the foundations of our faith from two

perspectives - intellectually and emotionally.   Intellectually - in Egypt we saw with our own eyes

that Hashem is All-Powerful and is able to transform water into blood and blood into water, light to

darkness and darkness to light, and all the other miracles we witnessed in Egypt.   We are able to

understand intellectually that Hashem guides the world and that nature has no significance, as the

Ramban writes: "from the  great and known miracles  (in  Egypt),  man acknowledges the hidden

miracles which are the foundation of the entire Torah, a person has no portion in the Torah of Moshe

until we believe that all that happens to us is miracles, there is no nature or order of the world"

(Ramban end of Parshas Bo)

TEFILLIN SHEL YAD - REMEMBERING THE EXODUS IN OUR HEARTS

Unlike the tefillin shel rosh which obligate us intellectually to believe in Hashem, the tefillin shel yad

are the emotional basis of our faith.   Hashem saved us from the difficult bondage we were suffering

from in Egypt and we therefore must feel a sense of gratitude obligating us to serve Him. Not only

must we be grateful to Hashem for having taken us from slavery to freedom, but for everything

which He created and does for us. With every cup of water we drink we express our thanks with the

bracha "through Whose word everything came to be". The exodus is the basis of our gratitude - we

were lowly slaves, they threw our children into the river, did to us as they wished, yet Hashem in His

great mercy protected us from annihilation in Egypt and took us out of Egypt to eternal freedom. The

Torah therefore commanded us to lay tefillin on the head as well as on the arm so that we will both

remember the lessons of the exodus intellectually as well as emotionally by feeling gratitude to the

One Who brought us to eternal freedom.

A CUP OF TEA = THE ENTIRE WORLD?

How deeply must this feeling of gratitude for everything we receive, extend? The story is told of Rav

Yisrael Salanter who once arrived at an inn and asked for a cup of tea. He was served his cup of tea

with a hefty bill for services rendered. He inquired of the owner why he must pay so much for a cup

of tea. After all, the water costs next to nothing, and the teaspoon of sugar is of little significance.

The price therefore should not be more than 10 0r 20 kopecks, "why did you charge me several

rubles?" The innkeeper responded: "in reality if you were to drink a cup of tea in your house that is

all it would cost, but when you drink here at the inn you are paying not only for the tea but for the

ambience as well. What about the waiters who served you?"

Rav Yisrael answered: now I understand why when I drink a cup of tea, Chazal enacted that I recite

the bracha "through Whose word everything came to be." Why must I make reference to the entire

world when drinking a cup of tea? The answer is because I am thanking Hashem not only for the cup

of tea but for the "surrounding décor". Hashem created a world of mountains and valleys, oceans

and rivers, trees, grass, flowers and so much more. I must thank Him for all of this when I drink my

cup of tea for this is the ambience surrounding my drink.

This  ambience  must  be  treated  with  respect.  HaRav Yechezkel  Sarna  zt"l  asked why in  Birkas

HaMazon we thank Hashem "Who nourishes the entire world in His goodness - with grace, with

kindness, and with mercy" - what does it mean to sustain us with grace? Hashem could have created

a world in which everyone eats only vitamin pills. Hashem did not do this. He gives us food that has

a good taste, an appetizing appearance, as well as a pleasant fragrance. A banana, for example, in

addition to its nutrients has beauty and taste. This is Who nourishes the entire world in His goodness

- with grace.
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"SO THAT HASHEM'S TORAH MAY BE IN YOUR MOUTH"

Hashem provided us with a "décor" which includes food which is beautiful and tasty - for this we

must be grateful. How much more so must we be grateful for the eternal life that He has given us,

that He has taken us out from Egypt, given us the Torah of Truth, and implanted eternal life within

us. When "it shall be for you a sign on your arm and a reminder between your eyes", when we

recognize intellectually and emotionally that only Hashem guides the world as the tefillin testify, then

"Hashem's Torah may be in your mouth" (Shemos 13:9), then we will conclude that there is nothing

worthwhile to involve ourselves in other than learning Torah and serving Hashem. All the sciences -

physics, chemistry, biology, are all nothing, for when Hashem wishes He can make all the chemistry

disappear - the water will turn to blood and the blood will turn to water. Only the Torah is stable and

the only true science is the will of Hashem.

Had it not been for the exodus from Egypt it would have been harder for us to understand why it is

so  important  to  concentrate  all  our  efforts  on  learning  Torah.  The  exodus  must  convince  us

intellectually and emotionally of the value of learning Torah: "and it shall be for you a sign on your

arm and a reminder between your eyes so that Hashem's Torah may be in your mouth, for with a

strong  hand  Hashem  removed  you  from  Egypt."  I  am  not  implying  that  we  must  not  try  to

understand the laws of nature, after all we must know that water is boiled on the fire not in the

refrigerator but the true science is the Torah, "the knowledge of G-d" (Mishle 2:5).

In one of the eulogies given for my revered teacher HaGaon HaRav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt"l

they cited the Gemara: "Since the day the Temple was destroyed, HaKadosh Baruch Hu has nothing

in His world but the four amos of halacha" (Berachos 8a). Chazal do not imply here that the world is

filled with space but Hashem is only found in the four amos of halacha. Rather it means that the

entire world consists of only four amos of halacha. There is nothing else in the world outside of

Torah, the rest is imaginary.

Prior  to  the  destruction,  the  Beis  HaMikdash  provided  a  place  for  Torah  and  yiras  Shamayim.

Avraham Avinu said to Hashem: "If you do not give me a Beis HaMikdash of 500 by 500 amos, you

have not given me anything (Shemos Rabba 15:8). The central point of Eretz Yisrael is the mikdash.

From where does its sanctity emanate? From being a housing for the aron where the luchos and the

Torah are placed (see Menachos 27b) - it all stems from the Torah - Since the day the Temple was

destroyed, HaKadosh Baruch Hu has nothing in His world but the four amos of halacha.

"And it shall be for you a sign on your arm and a reminder between your eyes, so that Hashem's

Torah may be in your mouth." When the Torah of Hashem is in our mouth then we will merit, with

Hashem's help, the building of the Beis HaMikdash speedily in our day, and all the good this world

and the Next World have to offer.
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