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LIGHTS OF OUR RIGHTEOUS TZADDIKIM

 

 

A Tzaddik, or righteous person

before 
 

_ CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA

The Effects of Sin 
He was known as Yossele the Shosek, meaning Yossele the Silent, a well

chassid of Rav Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev. He never spoke any words that were not part of 
his prayers or his learning. Furtherm
his body protruded through his paper
story was unknown. Why had he accepted upon himself a vow of silence? Why did he starve 
himself to such an extent that his very health was threatened?

The reason for his vow of silence and abstinence was only revealed several generations 
later when one of his descendants told the story to Rav Michal of Tulczyn, a son of Rav 
Nosson of Nemirov.  

Rav Yossele was a great talmid chacham
Yitzchok, he was also his chavrusa
depths and arguing endlessly over the meanings and interpretations. But for all his 
seriousness, Rav Yossele also had a very active sense of humor. He was very quick
and sharp-tongued. He always had a twinkle in his eye and had a quip or a humorous 
remark for every occasion. 

One day, he was learning together with Rav Levi Yitzchok, and as us
soon deep in a heated argument over the meaning of a particular passage. Rav Levi Yitzchok 
brought proof to his point of view, and Rav Yossele countered with ingenious proofs of his 
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A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.

Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)

  PINCHAS

CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA +    

He was known as Yossele the Shosek, meaning Yossele the Silent, a well
chassid of Rav Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev. He never spoke any words that were not part of 
his prayers or his learning. Furthermore, he was so emaciated that practically every bone in 
his body protruded through his paper-thin skin. People recognized him as a 
story was unknown. Why had he accepted upon himself a vow of silence? Why did he starve 

xtent that his very health was threatened? 
The reason for his vow of silence and abstinence was only revealed several generations 

later when one of his descendants told the story to Rav Michal of Tulczyn, a son of Rav 

talmid chacham. In fact, not only was he a chassid of Rav Levi 
chavrusa; they learned Gemara together every day, delving into its 

depths and arguing endlessly over the meanings and interpretations. But for all his 
s, Rav Yossele also had a very active sense of humor. He was very quick
tongued. He always had a twinkle in his eye and had a quip or a humorous 

One day, he was learning together with Rav Levi Yitzchok, and as us
soon deep in a heated argument over the meaning of a particular passage. Rav Levi Yitzchok 
brought proof to his point of view, and Rav Yossele countered with ingenious proofs of his 
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He was known as Yossele the Shosek, meaning Yossele the Silent, a well-known 
chassid of Rav Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev. He never spoke any words that were not part of 

ore, he was so emaciated that practically every bone in 
thin skin. People recognized him as a tzaddik, but his 

story was unknown. Why had he accepted upon himself a vow of silence? Why did he starve 

The reason for his vow of silence and abstinence was only revealed several generations 
later when one of his descendants told the story to Rav Michal of Tulczyn, a son of Rav 

. In fact, not only was he a chassid of Rav Levi 
; they learned Gemara together every day, delving into its 

depths and arguing endlessly over the meanings and interpretations. But for all his 
s, Rav Yossele also had a very active sense of humor. He was very quick-witted 
tongued. He always had a twinkle in his eye and had a quip or a humorous 

One day, he was learning together with Rav Levi Yitzchok, and as usual, they were 
soon deep in a heated argument over the meaning of a particular passage. Rav Levi Yitzchok 
brought proof to his point of view, and Rav Yossele countered with ingenious proofs of his 
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own. The battle raged for a long time without one conceding to the other. 

“I want you to know,” said Rav Levi Yitzchok, “that the yeshivah in heaven agrees 
with my explanation. When they study this piece of Gemara, they explain it as I do.” 

Rav Yossele chuckled. “Well, even in heaven they can make mistakes.” 

Rav Levi Yitzchok reeled back in horror. “Look, my dear Yossele, where your joking 
has led you. You are so driven to make one of your jokes that you even mock Heaven.” 

The look of pain and shock on Rav Levi Yitzchok’s face shook Rav Yossele to his very 
core. For the first time, he faced up to the flaw in his character, and right then and there, he 
resolved to take upon himself a regimen of atonement. From that day on, he resolved never to 
speak another word that was not sanctified by prayer or learning and to deny himself the 
pleasures of the body. And in time he became known as Yossele the Silent. 

n 

Dvar Torah 
Generally, when Hashem elevates a tzaddik and rewards him, He does not reveal the 

reason for the reward. And yet we find that Hashem did reveal to Pinchos that he was being 
rewarded with the gift of eternal priesthood “because he was zealous for his L-rd and atoned 
for the people of Yisrael.” Why was an exception made for Pinchos? 

Hashem does not reveal the reason, explains Rav Levi Yitzchok, because He does not 
want the tzaddik to become fixated on  behaving in a certain way. If he would know that 
Hashem rewarded him for this behavior he would always strive to behave that way, no matter 
the circumstances. But on certain occasions his service of Hashem might actually require him 
to behave in exactly the opposite way, and knowing why he was rewarded, he might refrain 
from doing so; after all, self-interest is a powerful force. Therefore, Hashem prefers to keep 
him in the dark regarding the reasons he was rewarded, and consequently, he will always do 
what the situation requires. 

Pinchos, however, knew that by killing Zimri he would become disqualified from 
serving as a Kohen, since a Kohen with blood on his hands, even justifiable blood, may not 
perform the avodah. Nonetheless, when he saw that the situation required an act of zealotry, 
he did not refrain from performing it. Therefore, since Pinchos had shown himself to be 
indifferent to his self-interest when it came to doing the right thing, Hashem saw no reason 
not to reveal to him the reason he was being rewarded. 

A question, however, remains. He had killed Zimri with full justification but there was 
no denying that he had blood on his hands. How then was Pinchos qualified to serve as a 
Kohen being that he had blood on his hands? 

We can also ask a second question. After mentioning Pinchos’ reward, the Torah 
identifies “the man from Yisrael who was slain with the Midianite woman.” Why is it 
necessary to mention the Midianite woman again? We already know the circumstances of 
Zimri’s death. 

Sin has a deleterious effect on the sinner’s soul. If he has improper thoughts, the part of 
his soul called neshamah dikedushah becomes estranged from Hashem. If he speaks improperly, 
the part of his soul called ruach dikedushah, spirit of holiness, becomes estranged. And if he 
performs sinful acts, the part of his soul called nefesh dikedushah, soul of holiness, becomes 
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estranged. 

This then is what the Torah is telling us by emphasizing that Zimri was slain with the 
Midianite woman. Since he had sinned so grievously and estranged himself from Hashem, he 
was already considered to have been slain, and Pinchos was in effect killing a man who was 
already dead. 

n n n 

Y  Translated Kedushas Levi on the Parsha Z 

“Pinchos the son of Elazar, the son of Aharon the Priest, turned back My anger” 
(BaMidbar 25:11) 
 

First, we will explain the verse (Eichah 1:8), “Yerushalayim 
sinned greatly, she has therefore become like a woman in 
menstruation…” The general idea is that there are different types of 
sinners; on occasion an individual will, G-d forbid, violate a 
prohibition because of desire, and there are occasions when, G-d 
forbid, a person will violate a transgression out of spite and malice, 
without any desire for the act at all. The latter category are referred 
to (Yechezkel 20:38), as “wanton transgressors and rebels” who 
have no possibility of recovery at all, as opposed to one who sins 
because of desire, who has a possibility of recovery, because for him 
it is relatively easy to repent. And this is the hint in “Yerushalayim 
sinned greatly” – Yerushalayim sinned because of desire, and that is 
why she is compared to a woman in menstruation, who has the 
possibility of becoming pure by immersion in a Mikvah, which is 

impossible for all other sources of impurity; for example, a sheretz, and other sources of 
impurity, to which there is no possibility that the impurity itself could become pure by 
immersion in a Mikvah. But a woman who is herself a source of impurity, can become pure in 
a Mikvah. 
 

Now there is blood of menstruation and blood that is pure, 
which flows after childbirth (Chulin 109b), for Hashem, May He 
Be Blessed, continually provides kindness to the people of Yisrael, 
and even though there are occasions when something will initially 
appear not to be kindness, in the end, its true nature of goodness 
will appear. Now blood of menstruation at the beginning is certainly 
impure, and it seems not to be something favorable, but the end 
product, the pure blood that flows after childbirth is certainly 
something highly favorable. And that is the hint here, “Pinchos ben 
Elazar…turned back My anger…” which means that he 

demonstrated that what initially seemed very negative could turn out to be very positive, 
and a manifestation of Hashem’s kindness. 
 

Alternatively, we may explain “Pinchos the son of 
Elazar…” as follows: There is a problem, in that the word 
besocham, meaning in their midst, is superfluous. And another 
problem is that Pinchos only did one thing; namely, that he was 
jealous for Hashem’s sake, and the Holy One, Blessed is He, 
paid him with two rewards: the Covenant of Peace and the 

In Megilas Eichah, 
we find the verse, 
“Yerushalayim sinned 
greatly, she has therefore 
become like a woman in 
menstruation…” – this 
description means that she 
was a sinner because of 
desire for various kinds of 
sinful activity. This means 
that she has a chance for 
redemption and recovery 
by purifying herself in the 
Mikvah, purification bath, 
of Teshuvah, Repentance.  

The act of Kanaus, 
zealotry for the Name of 
Hashem, displayed by 
Pinchos is compared by 
Kedushas Levi to the pure 
blood that flows after 
childbirth, because his 
action “turned back My 
anger” – which could 
have been catastrophic for 
the People of Yisrael. 

Three problems: 1. “in 
their midst” is superfluous 2. 
Pinchos did one thing; was 
rewarded twice 3. Why does 
Midrash ask, “Who was 
Eliyahu’s mother, if ‘Pinchos zu 
Eliyahu?’ ” 
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Covenant of Eternal Priesthood. But it seems that Chazal said (Zohar HaKadosh, Part 2, 
190a), “Pinchos was one and the same as Eliyahu,” and Tosafos (Bava Matzia 114a, text 
beginning, What is it?) cites in the name of Tanna Dvei Eliyahu (Chapter 15), that there was a 
dispute as to the question, “Who was the maternal ancestor of Eliyahu, Rachel or Leah?” and 
Eliyahu appeared and said, “I am a descendant of Rachel.” 
 

It seems that Both Opinions are the “words of the 
Living G-d,” for if someone sees, G-d forbid, people in the act of 
violating a sin and he gets angry immediately, and he exacts the 
vengeance of Hashem, the L-rd G-d of Hosts upon them, then, G-d 
forbid, he will have brought harsh justice upon Yisrael. But Pinchos, 
even though he exacted the vengeance of Hashem, the L-rd G-d of 
Hosts, did not bring upon the people strict justice, G-d forbid; 
rather, he brought upon them great kindness and atoned for the 
children of Yisrael. And he was the benefactor of Yisrael, as we find 
in the Gemara (Sanhedrin 82b), that “he came and stabbed them 
into the ground, and said before Him, ‘Master of the Universe, for 
THESE shall twenty four thousand members of Yisrael 
perish?’ And because of that act, the Holy One, Blessed is He, gave 
Pinchos two rewards – the Covenant of Peace because he exacted 
the vengeance of Hashem, L-rd G-d of Hosts, and the Covenant of 
Eternal Priesthood because he remained “amongst the children of 

Yisrael” and didn’t separate himself from them, and he aroused upon them kindnesses, and he 
atoned for them according to the attribute of a Kohen, which is kindness (Zohar HaKadosh, 
Part 3, 145b). 
 

And this is the hint in the verse “Pinchos the son of 
Elazar…turned back My anger from upon the children of Yisrael, 
when he exacted My vengeance…” and nevertheless he 
remained …in their midst… and aroused upon them multiple 
kindnesses, “…therefore say unto him, behold I grant to him My 
Covenant of Peace” – for his zealotry, “And there shall be for 
him and his descendants after him a Covenant of Eternal 
Priesthood inasmuch as he was zealous for his G-d and he 
atoned for the children of Yisrael” – for even though he was 
zealous, he atoned for the children of Yisrael and aroused upon 
them many kindnesses. 
 

Now you will understand how the two opinions regarding the 
maternal ancestry of Eliyahu, Leah and Rachel, are non-
contradicting “words of the Living G-d.” For in truth Eliyahu was 
Pinchos, and therefore (since Levi was among her children and part 
of Pinchos’ ancestry) came from the descendants of Leah. And that 
which is written in Tanna Dvei Eliyahu that Eliyahu said that he 

was from among the descendants of Rachel, does not contradict, for this is the language there, 
“until he came to them and said, ‘that by which I am Eliyahu is because I am from the 
descendants of Rachel,’ for at the time that he was zealous for Hashem, G-d of Hosts, the soul 
of Rachel animated him, for in connection with Rachel it is written (Bereshis 30:1) ‘And 
Rachel was jealous of her sister’ and this was her Attribute.” And that which is written there 

We will see that 
both, the idea that Leah 
was the ancestress as well 
as Rachel are correct and 
are therefore “words of the 
Living G-d.” In general, 
someone who sees sinners 
in the act of violating a sin, 
and exacts the vengeance 
of G-d upon them, has 
brought strict justice upon 
Yisrael. But Pinchos was an 
exception; even though he 
did exact vengeance upon 
the two sinners, he did it in 
such a manner that he 
brought kindness upon the 
people of Yisrael. 

Pinchos received 
two rewards for 
accomplishing two 
paradoxical objectives. 
First, he received 
Hashem’s Covenant of 
Peace for remaining a part 
of his People despite 
resorting to violent 
zealotry. And he received 
the Covenant of Eternal 
Priesthood for also atoning 
for the people. 

That his maternal 
ancestry was from Leah 
and Rachel is not 
contradictory; biologically, 
he was from Leah; 
spiritually, from Rachel. 
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that he said “I am Eliyahu” meant that he had a dual-soul by which he was called Eliyahu, 
meaning that he was from the descendants of Rachel; that aspect of his soul was from Rachel, 
regarding whom it was said, “And Rachel was jealous…” – and Rachel is also Malchus, 
kingship (See Zohar HaKadosh, Part 2, 29b) “It is the avenging power” (Me’orei Ohrm under 
the Category of Nun, Letter Lamed, Beis). 

n 

“And there shall be for him and for his descendants afterward, an Eternal 
Covenant of Priesthood, because he was zealous for his G-d and atoned for the 
Children of Yisrael.” (BaMidbar 25:13) 
 

It seems that the rule is this, that sometimes the Holy One, 
Blessed is He, raises up a righteous person and does not reveal to 
him the reason, whereas other times, he does reveal the reason. 
Why He does not reveal the reason, is because if He would reveal 
the reason, the particular individual would continually repeat that 
behavior, even though there might be times when the Holy One, 
Blessed is He, does not desire that behavior. Whereas an individual 
about whom the Holy One, Blessed is He, knows that he acts only to 
fulfill His Will, and if there would occur times that there would be a 
need for the opposite behavior, then he would behave in that 
manner. Therefore, to such a person, the Holy One, Blessed is He, 
would not hesitate to reveal the reason. Now Pinchos knew that he 
would forfeit any possibility of his ever becoming a Kohen if he kills 
Zimri, for a Kohen who kills a human being loses the right to lift up 
his hands and bless the community (Berachos 32b), but 
nevertheless he committed that act to fulfill the Will of the Holy 
One, Blessed is He; therefore He revealed to him the reason for his 
elevation, and said, “There will be for him…because he was zealous 
for his G-d.” (omissions) 
 

Pinchos is Eliyahu (Zohar HaKadosh, Part 2, 190a), and 
he lives forever (ibid. 197a-b), and why is this so? The reason is that 
the body is far away from the service of Hashem, for the body takes 
care of its needs, while the soul within him is continually focused on 
the fear of Hashem. But the body is not so, that is why it goes to the 
grave. But in truth, if the body would also serve Hashem 
continually, no human being would ever die, and that is the way the 

world was before the sin of Adam HaRishon, the first man. 
 

And in truth, Pinchos submitted himself to death when he 
performed this act, in accordance with the statement of Chazal 
(Sanhedrin 82a), and thus Pinchos’ body did not consider its own 
needs, but rather it served Hashem in truth as did his soul, for his 
body at the time was as if it did not exist, for he submitted 
himself to death by its performance, in order to fulfill the Will of 
Hashem, thus purifying itself to live forever. 
 

Sometimes 
Hashem reveals the reason 
to a righteous person for 
his elevation and 
sometimes not. To explain: 
If the righteous person is 
more-or-less rigid in his 
behavior, if he observes 
that his behavior was 
favorable in the eyes of 
Hashem once, he will 
never vary his action if that 
set of circumstances seems 
to have recurred. If the 
righteous person is more 
flexible, and capable of 
modifying his behavior if 
the situation and the Will 
of Hashem calls for it, then 
there is no danger in 
revealing to him the reason 
for his elevation. 

Why does the 
Pinchos-Eliyahu 
combination live forever? 
The body of this 
combination, like its soul, 
concerns itself totally with 
service of Hashem. 

When Pinchos 
performed his act of 
zealotry for Hashem’s sake, 
he took no notice of the 
fact that he might have 
been killed for it; thus 
purifying his body for 
eternal life. 
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And that is why the Midrash (BaMidbar Rabbah 21:1) refers 
to Pinchos ben Elazar… “ BeDin hu she-yitol secharo—he was fully 
justified in accepting his reward” for, as we have explained, that the 
body of Pinchos, when he performed his act of zealotry, was as if it 
not exist, and it was as if invisible. And the Midrash alludes to 
this by referring to him at this time as hu, he, in the third person, 
because his body was as if invisible, as explained above, it was very 
fitting that he come forward to accept his reward. 

 

Alternatively, we may explain “BeDin Hu —He was fully 
Justified” as follows: One should perform all of his actions to 
reflect the attribute of kindness. And in truth, even though Pinchos 
performed an act of justice, his attribute was kindness at the same 
time, for he prevented that wicked person from completing his act 
of wickedness, and that is the type of kindness meted out to a 
wicked person, that he is prevented from performing his 
contemplated act of wickedness. And that is the meaning of BeDin 
Hu, even though Pinchos meted out an act of justice, nevertheless, 
he is completely fit to collect his reward. 
 

Regarding that which is stated in the Gemara (Study Rashi’s 
Commentary on Bava Metzia 114b), “Pinchos is one and the same 
with Eliyahu,” there is a difficulty, why was the same idea not stated 
in the reverse “Eliyahu is one and the same with Pinchos?” For the 
name of Eliyahu appears in the Tanach considerably later than the 
name of Pinchos! What appears logical is what is written in the 
(Zohar HaKadosh, Part 3, 217a), “When Pinchos committed his act 
of zealotry, his soul flew away from him, and then, at that moment, 
he reached the aspect of zealotry that is called Eliyahu, and 
afterwards, when his soul returned to him, he resumed his identity 
as Pinchos. Thus we see that at that crucial moment, when his soul 
left him, he was acting as Eliyahu, and not as Pinchos. 
 

How pleasant is the arrival of something in its proper 
time! To answer the question of the Zohar (Part 3, 221b), “How 
was Pinchos made a Kohen? – is it not true that a Kohen who 
kills someone is disqualified from the priesthood, because the 
attribute of the Kohen is kindness and not strict justice?” (Zohar 
HaKadosh, Part 3, 145b) The following idea will also justify the 
language of the verse (BaMidbar 25:14), “…who was 
smitten together with the Midianite Princess” which 
seems superfluous! And these questions will be answered in one 
place, for the principle is that an evil thought, G-d forbid, drives 
away the holy soul, and participation in evil acts drives away the 
holy spirit. And that is the explanation of the verse, “And the 
name of the person who was struck down, who was 
smitten together with the Midianite Princess” – at the 
very moment that the sin began, before he was killed by 
Pinchos, he became like one who was struck down, and the 

The Midrash refers 
to Pinchos consistently in 
the grammatical third 
person, to allude to the fact 
that when he performed 
his act of zealotry, he was 
willing to sacrifice his life 
and his body, rendering 
them as if invisible. 

When a righteous 
person metes out to a 
wicked person an act of 
justice, it is still to be 
considered an act of 
kindness, because the 
righteous person surely 
had in mind the kindness-
component of his act, to 
prevent the wicked person 
from performing his act of 
wickedness. 

With regard to the 
Talmudic statement that 
Pinchos is Eliyahu, why 
was that statement not 
made in the reverse, 
honoring their true 
chronological appearance 
in Jewish history? The 
answer may be that at the 
crucial moment of zealotry, 
Pinchos’ soul left him, and 
he acted at that time as the 
zealot-prophet Eliyahu, 
and later resumed his 
identity. 

Two questions are 
answered here at the same 
time: 1. how was Pinchos made 
a Kohen? 2. Why does the 
Torah add a seemingly 
superfluous detail; namely, who 
was struck down together with 
the Midianite princess? The 
answer to both is that Zimri ben 
Solu was killed at the very 
beginning of his sin, when he 
was together with the Midianite 
princess. Therefore, since 
participation in evil acts drives 
away the holy spirit, Pinchos 
killed a dead man, whose spirit 
had been driven from him by 
his evil act. 
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corpse of a wicked person, who was killed together with the female Midianite, and he died in 
actuality by the departure of his holy spirit; thus, Pinchos killed a dead man, and he 
remained fit for the priesthood. 

n 

 “And Tzelophchad, the son of Chafer, had no sons, but only daughters…” 
(BaMidbar 26:33) 
 

For one’s major service is through Dechilu U-Rechimu, love 
and fear (Zohar HaKadosh, Part 1, 11b). And when one serves 
Hashem with love, then it is with the aspect of pleasure, and when 
one serves with fear, then it is less with pleasure than with the 
aspect of shame. And that is the meaning of the name 
Tzelophchad, which can be broken down into the Tzel of Pachad,  
the shadow of fear, and ben Chafer, which uses the language of 
“Ve-Chafra HaLevana—The Moon was ashamed” [The 
Moon was ashamed because it gives off only reflected light of the 
sun, whereas the sun gives off its own, direct light.] (Yeshayahu 

24:23) – alluding to the fact that Tzelophchad had no sons, but only daughters. (Omissions) 

n 

 “And Moshe brought their Judgment before Hashem” (BaMidbar 27:5) 
 

A major principle is that a father derives pleasure when he 
bequeaths his property to his children. And it was this aspect that 
Moshe aroused in Hashem, for we are called “children of Hashem” 
(Devarim 14:1), and Moshe aroused this aspect that Hashem would 
bequeath to us all of His great benefits. And that is the meaning of 

“And Moshe brought their Judgment before Hashem;” that is, the Laws of Inheritance, 
“…before Hashem”, Moshe aroused this aspect in Hashem. 

n 

“May Hashem, the G-d of the spirits of all flesh, appoint …” (BaMidbar 27:16) 
 

An important principle is that it is appropriate to justify the 
actions of the people of Yisrael, in that they don’t obey the Will of 
the Creator all the time, as the angels do, because they are 
busy with making a living. That is why Avraham Avinu, who was 
a man who embodied kindness (Zohar HaKadosh, Part 1, 47b), and 
had a tendency to justify the actions of everyone, gave the angels 
who visited him food to eat (Bereshis 18:8) to show them the needs 
of the flesh-and-blood creatures, so that they would not criticize the 
people of Yisrael. 
 

 

And this, that Moshe said (BaMidbar 
16:22), “Almighty G-d, the G-d of the spirits 
of all flesh” – You realize that the human being, 
because he is made of flesh and blood, requires 
continuous sustenance, and that is the reason that 
sometimes he does not serve Hashem with 

One’s major service 
of Hashem is through love 
and fear. When with love, 
then it is with the aspect of 
delight. When with fear, 
then less with delight, 
more with the moon’s 
“shame” of Reflected Light 
and Tzelophchad’s of 
having no sons, but only 
daughters. 

Hashem derives 
pleasure when He gives us 
His Torah as a father does 
when he bequeaths his 
property. 

It is necessary to 
justify the actions of the 
people of Yisrael and all 
human beings, who don’t 
obey the Will of Hashem as 
the angels, because they 
have to make a living. 
Avraham gave the angels 
food in order to 
demonstrate this necessity 
in the lives of flesh-and-

blood creatures. 

So was Moshe Rabbeinu’s request 
that Hashem, Who as their Creator fully 
understands their limitations due to their 
physical nature, appoint a leader over them 
who will be able to understand those 
limitations and therefore justify the actions of 
the people of Yisrael. 
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complete regularity. And that is why he prayed, “May Hashem, the G-d of the spirits of 
all flesh, appoint …” – that is to say, a judge and a leader who will always justify the actions 
of the people of Yisrael, as You justify the actions of human beings who do not serve You with 
constancy. So did Moshe ask that He appoint a leader over Yisrael who would always be 
sympathetic and justify the people of Yisrael. And that is the meaning of “May Hashem, the 
G-d of the spirits of all flesh, appoint …” – Just as You, the G-d of the spirits of all flesh, 
understand and justify their actions, so should You appoint a leader over the assembly, who 
will lead the people of Yisrael, and who will also understand and justify their actions. 
 

Alternatively, the principle is that the Creator, Blessed is 
He, provides abundance to the world of the Seraphim, and to the 
world of the holy living things, and from them, sustenance reaches 
the people of Yisrael, and the Holy One, Blessed is He, provides for 
the upper worlds to the extent that Yisrael can accept abundance 
from them. And if so, the Creator, Blessed is He, contracts this 
abundance and provides it to the extent that Yisrael can receive it. 
And thus, the Creator, Blessed is He, modulates all the abundance 
that He pours down upon the upper worlds strictly according to 
what the lower worlds can accept. And that which Moshe said, 

“Almighty G-d, the G-d of the spirits of all flesh” and that which he made the request 
“May Hashem, the G-d of the spirits of all flesh, appoint …” – that is to say, G-d of 
the spiritual world, Who provides to the upper worlds for the sake of all flesh, according to the 
measure that the human being can receive, so may You appoint a leader over the assembly, 
such that he will conduct the affairs of Yisrael as You Yourself conduct Yourself with Yisrael. 
And this is what the verse means by “And Moshe spoke to Hashem, saying…” – where 
here the word “saying” seems superfluous, for to whom is he speaking? But the truth is that 
Moshe requested that Hashem, May He Be Blessed, appoint a good leader over Yisrael, but he 
did not request only for his generation, but rather for all future generations, and that is the 
meaning of “saying” – he made the request for all future generations. 
 

Alternatively, we may explain “Almighty G-d, the G-d of 
the spirits of all flesh” as follows: The general idea is that the 
main desire of the spirit of the human being is the service of 
Hashem; it is only the body that has physical desire. And in truth, 
both the body and the spirit are the creations of Hashem, and just 
as He has placed the power in the spirit to desire His service, so 
does He have the ability to empower the body in the same way, that 
its main desire should be service of Hashem. Thus, we have a claim 
against the Holy One, Blessed is He, to forgive our sins, since He 
has the ability to empower the body to make its main desire His 
service, May He Be Blessed. Now the spirit that desires to serve Him 
is called Ruach, as it says in (II Shmuel 23:2), “Ruach Hashem 
Dibber Bi — the spirit of Hashem spoke within me” and the body is 
called flesh (Zohar HaKadosh, Part 1,20b). And that is the meaning 

of the verse “Almighty G-d, G-d of the spirits…” which now desire to serve You, so should it 
be for “…all flesh” – meaning, the body as well, as described above. 

n 

 

Abundance is 
provided by Hashem to the 
upper worlds, by the 
process of contraction, in a 
measure such that Yisrael, 
at the end of the series of 
contractions, will be able to 
accept it. Moshe also 
makes the request for good 
leadership for all future 
generations. 

Here Kedushas 
Levi explains a claim that 
the people of Yisrael have 
against the court of 
Hashem. Both the body 
and the spirit of the human 
being are creations of 
Hashem. Just as He placed 
the main desire in the 
spirit the service of 
Hashem, to be fair, He 
should have given the body 
the same chance, and not 
leaving it subject to 
physical desire. 
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“And Moshe did as Hashem had commanded him, and he took Yehoshua, and 
he raised him up before Elazar the Priest and before the entire Community…” 
(BaMidbar 27:22) 
 

What seems to be the case is that when Hashem, May He be 
Blessed, wishes to elevate an individual and make him a leader, first 
he elevates his abilities with respect to the other members of the 
community, in order to make him an appropriate choice to be the 
leader. And this is reflected in the case of Moshe and Yehoshua, 
about whom the Gemara says (Bava Basra 75a), “The face of Moshe 
was like the sun, and the face of Yehoshua resembled the moon.” 
For everything that Moshe did in the area of service of Hashem, he 
knew the root and the reason for it, as the sun, which is the active 
giver of light and energy, while the face of Yehoshua resembled the 

moon, for he was not like the aspect of Moshe; in that he didn’t know the reason, as the moon, 
which is the passive recipient of light from the sun. And that is why the verse says that before 
installing him as the leader, he first “took Yehoshua and raised him up before Elazar 
the Priest and before the entire Community” – meaning that before installing him as 
leader of the entire Community, he first elevated him, in terms of his abilities, before Elazar 
the Priest. 
(Omissions) 

n 

“You shall bring an ‘ishe,’ an Offering made by fire, an ‘Olah,’ a ‘Burnt Offering’ 
to Hashem…” (BaMidbar 28:19) 
 

If our offering is fiery – from the language of fiery 
enthusiasm, to crown Him as King with fear and a great fire, then 
there occurs a rising to Hashem, an ascent to the Divine Name, 
HaVaYa’H, Blessed is He and Blessed is His Name. “May Hashem 
fulfill all of your requests” (Tehilim 20:6); all of our requests 
should be fulfilled for the enhancement of His Name, May it be 
Blessed. 

 
Alternatively, we may explain, “You shall bring an ‘ishe,’ an Offering made by fire…” 
 

If you wish to bring an ishe, an offering made by fire, replete 
with fear and enthusiasm, make sure that you make it an Olah 
la-Hashem, an offering which ascends all the way to 
Hashem, that it not be distanced from the Creator, Blessed is He, 
and without combination with any other object of fear and 
enthusiasm, G-d forbid, but rather with brotherhood and singular 
attachment united altogether without regard for receiving of 
reward. 
 

 
Alternatively, we may explain, “You shall bring an ‘ishe,’ an Offering made by fire…” 
 

When Hashem 
wishes to make someone 
the leader of a community, 
he first elevates him in 
terms of his abilities, so 
that he is the best and the 
brightest. We see that in 
the case of Moshe and 
Yehoshua, whom Moshe 
raised up before Elazar, 
and then the people. 

If our offering is 
made with the appropriate 
fiery enthusiasm, then it 
will be accepted Above, 
together with all our 
requests for the 
enhancement of His Name. 

Two aspects of the 
quality of this offering are 
developed here. First, it is 
a fiery offering, brought 
with great intensity of 
emotion. Second, to 
accomplish its goal, it must 
reach all the way to 
Hashem, with no 
separation of any kind. 
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Two aspects of the service of Yisrael are discussed here. The 
first is the passive, feminine form of service suggested by the word 
spelled Aleph, Shin, Heh – understood here as ishah, woman, for 
He created the human being to receive His abundance. But there is 
a second possible aspect of our service; that is, when it becomes 
active, and we strive for ascent to Hashem, to become close and 
abolish our separation. Then His Name is enhanced by our desire in 
all the worlds, for the people of Yisrael is crowning Him even on the 
earth below, and certainly in the Heavens above. 

 
 

nnn 

 
We’ve added some content from Rav Yaacov Haber Shlita with his permission. We hope you enjoy. Editor. 

Torah Perspectives on the Parsha by Rav Yaakov Haber – www.torahlab.org 

Finding Our Moment - The Lesson of Pinchos 
The lesson of Pinchos is to find our moment; to find our purpose; and to find our 

Neshama that is uniquely ours. When we find that moment we can’t be afraid. Heroes are 
men and women that are not afraid. History's greatest achievements were accomplished by 
those that were not afraid. When your moment arrives jump without fear. Be a Pinchos! 

I heard a beautiful thought in the name of Rav Shlomo Freifeld of blessed memory. 

In our daily prayers we say: “He is the Healer of the broken-hearted, and the One Who 
bandages their sorrows. He counts the number of the stars, to all of them He assigns names.” 
(Psalm 147) What is the connection between these verses? 

Rav Freifeld explained as follows: Many people are broken-hearted because they feel 
that they and their lives are insignificant. Every person needs to feel that he/she is recognized, 
needed and appreciated. Even though they have light to contribute, they feel like the stars in 
the heavens. Each one is great, but there are so many, that most of them seemingly go 
unnoticed, and many are never seen. King David’s healing message for the broken-hearted, for 
all who feel ignored and insignificant, is that each star counts; each star is noticed by Hashem. 
Not only does each one count, each one has a name, assigned to it by Hashem. 

I’d like to share with you a quote of Rav A.Y. Kook of blessed memory. 

“Pinchos is Eliyahu the Prophet. (Midrash) I don’t have a source but I feel in my heart 
that Eliyahu Hanavi’s message to us is the following. 

Every man needs to know that he is called to serve according to his own special way of 
awareness and feeling, according to the root of his soul. In that world, which includes 
uncountable worlds, he will find the treasure of his life. Let him not be confused by contents 
flowing into him from external worlds, which he does not absorb properly. These worlds will 
find their fixing in their place, by those who are specially fit for their building and perfection. 
He must focus on his own inner worlds, which for him fill all and encompass all. 

This humble greatness gives joy to the man, and brings him to his highest perfection. 
And when he walks in this secure way of life, in his own special pathway, in his own special 
way of the righteous, he will be filled with power of life and spiritual gladness. And the light of 
Hashem will be revealed on him; from his special letter in the Torah will come his strength 

Again, two aspects 
of the quality of our service 
of Hashem are discussed 
here. First is the passive 
form suggested in the verse 
by the word ishah, woman, 
understood here in this 
non-standard way. Then 
there is the active form, 
suggested in the verse by 
the word Aloh, alluding to 
ascent. 
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and light.” (From Oros HaKodesh translated in Bat Ayin Daf) 

When was the last time you were in a situation where you said to yourself, ‘This is for 
me! I was created to help here! I must stand up! I know from the core of my soul that I was 
created for this purpose"? It doesn’t have to be dramatic, it almost should never be hurtful, 
but it has to be a Torah reaction that is all your own. 

Pinchos didn’t ask the question and Moshe didn’t know the answer. If you have to ask 
yourself what to do, then what you have learned has not been intuited. You are not Pinchos. If 
you know what to do then you know that you have discovered your purpose in life. 

The lesson of Pinchos is to find our moment; to find our purpose; and to find our 
unique Neshama and not be afraid to act upon the discovery. When we achieve this lofty goal, 
like Pinchos, we will be blessed with the covenant of deep peace for us and our children 
forever. 

When you look at the great successes in life you often find zealots; people who had one 
cause that summed it all up for them. People that rose to the call at the necessary moment and 
summoned up an energy that defined their very being. The culture we live in does not produce 
heroes because culture keeps us from doing our one thing without fear. 

The lesson of Pinchos is when our moment arrives we must be able to draw energy 
from deep within us to do what is right, no matter what everyone around us or everyone in the 
world thinks.  

� � � � � � 

Be a Pinchos! 
I have some very dangerous and risky advice that I give my children and anyone else 

willing to listen. Be a Pinchos! Don’t settle for any injustice and don’t get used to seeing 
wrong. 

I was marveling at the story of the great Talmudic sage, Rav Yehoshua ben Levi. The 
Talmud (Ketubos 77) reports that Rav Yehoshua was given an advance tour of his portion in 
Gan Eden. The tour guide was Eliyahu HaNavi. They entered Gan Eden and Eliyahu 
announced to those assembled in Paradise: “Make room for the son of Levi! Make room for 
the son of Levi!” 

As they entered Gan Eden they found the famous student of Rebbe Akiva and the 
author of the Zohar, Rav Shimon bar Yochai. Rav Shimon bar Yochai immediately challenged 
Rav Yehoshua; “Are you the famous son of Levi that is so well-known for your righteousness? 
Tell me, did a rainbow ever appear during your lifetime? If it did then you are not the son of 
Levi that you could have been!” 

The sight of a rainbow means that there is not even one righteous person in the 
generation and if not for Hashem’s promise at the time of Noach the entire world would be 
destroyed. Rav Shimon bar Yochai pointed out to Rav Yehoshua, if there was a rainbow during 
his lifetime then he obviously was not completely righteous! 

The message is astounding. Even if the world is so corrupt that it is worthy of 
destruction it takes only one man to hold that world up! Rav Shimon bar Yochai informed Rav 
Yehoshua that he could have been that man; and if he wasn’t then he didn’t live up to the 
reputation of the ‘son of Levi’. 

Pinchos was exactly that man. His intolerance of evil held up the world. 

There is no perfection anywhere in this world and in the most pristine environments 
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imperfections stand out even more. In some of the most beautifully developed areas of 
Judaism there are institutions that need to be fixed and attitudes and ideals that are starkly 
not in accordance with the Torah. Among some of the holiest people and in some of the holiest 
places we can find some jarring attitudes and behavior. 

How should we react? Examine everything that happens through the lens of Torah. 
Underline what is great and beautiful and take note of what is wrong. Don’t kill anyone; don’t 
criticize; don’t hold it against them, and don’t slander. Just do something! Improve the 
situation. Stand up for what is right. 

Pinchos lived during a miraculous and glorious time for the Jewish people. The Torah 
was new; everyone had heard Hashem’s voice and had seen His handiwork. Everything was 
perfect. Yet, somehow some very negative behavior crept into Jewish culture and somehow 
that behavior became acceptable. An outrageous situation developed but there was no 
outrage! No one said a word, not Moshe, not Aharon, not Yehoshua. There was only one man, 
Pinchos that was jarred and shaken by the wrong that was being done. He didn’t ask any 
questions, nor did he question his own sense of right and wrong. He picked himself up and 
acted. He made a change, he made a difference, and Hashem blessed him and his children for 
all generations. 

The lesson of Pinchos is to be able to draw energy from deep within ourselves to do 
what is right at that moment, no matter what everyone around us – or everyone in the world – 
thinks. If you see something wrong, never accept it, never ignore it, and never worry about 
your popularity. Say a prayer to Hashem and fix it. 

It is really inspiring that one person can, from within his or her individuality, change 
all of history. In fact, it seems that all of history has turned on the pivots of individuals. It only 
takes an individual to make things better. 

Because Pinchos took the difficult and unpopular route Hashem blessed him with 
Shalom. He was surrounded with peace and he had inner peace. 

May Hashem give us Shalom, may He give us the strength to always pursue Shalom, 
and may we have Shalom in Yisrael and throughout the world.  

� � � � � � 

The Jewish Response 
At this time, during the three week period before the Ninth of Av, when so many 

afflictions have befallen the Jewish people, I want to suggest to you an outlook appropriate for 
the period. 

Let me begin with a true story from the Six Day War. As you may know, many areas of 
Jerusalem were being shelled, including Mea Shearim, which contained a number of yeshivas. 

One of these was the famous Mir Yeshiva, whose members had to spend their time in a 
bomb shelter. You can be sure that they were not spending their time playing bridge or 
backgammon. They were praying, and learning, with great concentration, with the sounds of 
explosions around them all the time. The shelter contained a number of people other than the 
members of the Yeshiva, and one of these, a woman, suddenly cried out: “L-rd of the universe! 
I have been married and divorced, and during my marriage, my husband treated me terribly 
for many years, abusing me and humiliating me in public. But now I’m prepared to forgive 
him, and I pray that You, L-rd, will then, similarly, forgive the Jewish people for whatever sins 
of theirs are causing this present suffering!” 

The Rosh Yeshiva of Mir Yeshiva, Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz, one of the great Torah 
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scholars of his generation, overheard this, and exclaimed: “If we get out of this alive, it will be 
in this woman’s merit!” 

Now I want to quote from today’s parsha, from the section dealing with the offerings 
for various occasions (a section which is usually glossed over in favor of the more exciting 
parts). Concerning the offerings for the New Moon, it says: “… and one he-goat for a sin-
offering to the L-rd” (Bamidbar 28:15). 

Now on no other occasion, in connection with sin-offerings, does the Torah use the 
phrase “to the L-rd”. Why does it do so here? 

The Gemara (Chulin 60) asks this question, and gives an answer in the form of the 
following aggada, which also explains an apparent contradiction in Parshas Bereishis: “And 
Hashem made the two great lights: the great light to rule the day, and the small light to rule 
the night” (Bereishis 1:16). How did two great lights suddenly change, halfway through the 
verse, into a great and a small light? 

The Gemara explains that originally the two lights, the sun and the moon, were of equal 
greatness. But the moon complained to Hashem, saying that either she (the moon), or the 
sun, should be diminished, since there could not be two equal kings under one crown. 
Hashem then said: “Very well, make yourself small!” The moon complained again: “Why 
should I have to diminish myself, just because I had a smart idea?” Hashem then offered the 
moon, in compensation for her smallness, the consolation that she would be present all the 
time, even in the daytime, whereas the sun would not be present at night. But the moon was 
not satisfied with this: who would notice her during the day, anyway? 

Eventually, after further negotiation, it was agreed that, as a consolation prize, only for 
the New Moon would the description of the sin-offering incorporate the phrase “to the L-rd”. 

Now I want to quote another Gemara (Yoma 23a), to the effect that someone who is 
insulted in public, but does not retaliate, or who is humiliated but does not retaliate, or who is 
satisfied with his lot, is like the sun in its going out. What does this mean? 

The Da’as Zekeinim makes a connection between this Gemara and the previous one 
quoted, as follows. What was the sun doing all the time that the moon was complaining? He 
remained quiet, even though the moon, in asking for one of the two lights to be diminished, 
was clearly referring to the sun, and thus humiliating the sun. The sun, by not responding, 
was merited to remain large. 

In fact, we can add that that is why Hashem responded to the moon’s request by saying 
“make yourself small!” instead of “I shall make you small!” The moon made herself small by 
her spiteful behavior! 

Similarly, we can say that that is why someone who does not return an insult is like the 
sun in its going out—at sunset, the sun bows out to the moon like a gentleman, and so remains 
big! 

Let us be clear about this. I am not suggesting that you should become masochistic, 
letting other people bully you without fighting back, or (if you will pardon the expression) turn 
the other cheek. The point is that someone who does not live by Torah values may be reactive, 
that is, he may react to other people’s insults in kind. Someone who bases his life on Torah, 
however, does not have to react to anyone. He has his own standards and values, which are 
secure, and no-one on earth can dislodge him from them, least of all someone who is low 
enough to insult him. 

He would not normally insult someone, so why should he suddenly let his standards 
slip for such a person? 
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In fact, someone who responds to an insult is committing a bigger sin than the original 
person, since he is also violating the mitzva against taking revenge! 

There is a true story about the Chazon Ish, the great Torah scholar and Rosh Yeshiva, 
which I read in his biography (Peer Hador). 

While he was out walking one day in Vilna with some of his students, they were taunted 
by a group of hecklers on the sidewalk. 

Everybody ignored the hecklers, except for one of the students, who got into a shouting 
match with them, and eventually got the better of them. Later, after they had left the scene, 
the Chazon Ish said to this student: “You are not a Ben Torah!” Startled, the student asked: 
“What would a Ben Torah have said?” “Nothing!” replied the Chazon Ish. 

A Ben Torah would not have responded to the taunts more politely, or more deeply, or 
more cleverly—he would not have responded at all! 

It is my hope that all of us should avoid diminishing ourselves by trading insult for 
insult, and in this way we may shine like the sun. 

� � � � � � 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). 
The method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of 
Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 
for a connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit candle on the day 
that a relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 
people would like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only 
true on a yahrzeit but on every Yom Tov as well. 

The author of the Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a 
tefilla. Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 
Ottoman Empire at the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, 
as a public service. 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

�ֵ _______ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת �מַ ְ� י נִ יל�עִ לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ �/ ַ�ת 
ד כבד מוֹ עָ א צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ� ָר ל &ָ ' עַ עֵ א יוֹ לֶ &ֶ ל הַ עַ �ַ � ִמ גֵ מָ $ הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת �ַ "צַ ְמ נִ ה הַ ילָ פִ ְ  _______ 

 ַהטוֹב ַמֲע0ֶה ָ/ל �ְבָרצוֹ� ְ�ַרֲחִמי. ֶ�ְ ַקֵ�ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ� ֵוא+ֵהי ֶא+ֵקינ� ‘ה י(נֶ פָ לְ � ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ 
י יל�עִ לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ לְ ת �כ�זְ ל לִ /ֹ ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ�ַמֲע0ֶ  ֵ�י�, ְ�ִדי��ר ֵ�י�, ְ�ַמַחָ�ָבה ֵ�י�, עו0ֶֹה ֶ�"ִני

י ִה יְ . _______יק ִד צַ / י ִמ ִא / י בִ ל �ה ֶ� מָ ָ� נְ � חַ ר� �פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ �ִ �, לאֵ ָר 0ְ יִ  (ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ� נְ לִ 
 .י.יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת �ִ רוֹ ר�. צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ�פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה ִ  � ֶ� צוֹ ָר 

Translation: 
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Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of th
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a rest
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life.

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, w

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.




Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS FOR WEEK 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/Tammuz/Av

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

� 24th of Tammuz ~ Begins 
� Rav Yitzchok Grodzinski of Vilna;

� Rav Yitzchok Kolitz, (1922-2003). Born in Elita, Lithuania, to Rav Eliyahu Dovid Nachman 

Kolitz, Rav of the town and a 

away when he was 3 years old. After spening several years in the public school, Rav  Yitzchok 

went to Slobodka when he was 10 years old. In 1935, he moved to Eretz Yisrael with his 

mother and older brother. At the age of 14, he met Rav Isse

developed a close relationship for life. He learned at Chevron and became close to Rav 

Yechezkel Sarna. After the 1948 war, he became a magid shiur in a yeshiva in Rechovot; during 

that time, he became a ben bayis

Aviv, then Av Beis Din, then Chief Rav (following Rav Bezalel Zolti). [25

Hamodia 2007]; 

� Rav Yaakov Yosef ben Rav Dov (1840

in the Volozhin yeshiva under the Netziv, where he was known as Rav Yaakov Charif because 

of his sharp mind. He was one of the foremost students of Rav Yisrael Salanter. In 1888, he 

accepted an invitation and became the first and only Chief Rav of New York, as elected

Association of American Orthodox Hebrew Congregations. He also took an active role in 

establishing the Eitz Chaim Yeshiva, founded in 1866. He authored 

buried in Queens, New York at Union Field Cemetery. Large crowds go to dav

yohrzeit, and the cemetery opens earlier and closes later on the 

Rebbe encouraged people to go to his 

for yeshuos; 

� Rav Amrom Yishai Bilitzer, Rav of Sz

�  25th of Tammuz ~ Begins 
� Rav Yosef Yitzchok Rottenberg

� Rav Aharon Berachia ben Moshe of Modina (1639). A student of the Rema. He was the 

mechaber of Ma’avar Yabok, a collection of mit

having to do with the dead until burial;

� Rav Meir HaLevi of Apta ben Rav Shmuel (1827 or 1831), 
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Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm
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hin yeshiva under the Netziv, where he was known as Rav Yaakov Charif because 

of his sharp mind. He was one of the foremost students of Rav Yisrael Salanter. In 1888, he 

accepted an invitation and became the first and only Chief Rav of New York, as elected

Association of American Orthodox Hebrew Congregations. He also took an active role in 

establishing the Eitz Chaim Yeshiva, founded in 1866. He authored Le'Beis Yaakov

buried in Queens, New York at Union Field Cemetery. Large crowds go to dav

, and the cemetery opens earlier and closes later on the yohrzeit. Rav Yoel,  the Satmar 

Rebbe encouraged people to go to his kever. People also go there throughout the year to daven 

, Rav of Szerencz, 5649/1889. 
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was the Rav of Apta after the Ohev Yisroel, who moved to Mezibuz, after sensing that Rav 

Meir was supposed to become Rav of Apta. He was a talmid muvhak of the Chozeh of Lublin. 

One of his most famous talmidim is the Tiferes Shlomo of Radomsk. [See segulah below]; 

� Rav Yeshaya Zilberstein of Veitzen (Wac), author of Maasei Lamelech, (1930); 

� Rav Yisrael Eliyahu Yehoshua Trunk (1821-1893). Born in Plotsk, he received most of his 

teaching from his father, who was niftar when he was just eleven. As a teenager, he spent three 

months with the Kotzker Rebbe, whose direction he followed for the remainder of his life. 

When he was twenty, Rav Yisrael Eliyahu Yehoshua founded a yeshivah and served as rav in 

Shrensk for seven years. Later in Vorka, his fame as a posek grew. In 1860, he moved to Kutna, 

which lies near Gustenin and Zichlin. The first record of Jews in Kutna is a document from 

1513, in which King Zigmund of Poland grants a year’s moratorium to the gentile debtors of 

three Kutna Jews - Moshe, Shlomo and Liebke. Rav Yisrael Eliyahu Yehoshua published 

several sefarim, including Yeshuas Yisrael, on Choshen Mishpat; Yeshuos Malko and Yavin 

Da’as. His only son, Rav Moshe Pinchos, succeeded him as Rav in Kutno. The demise of the 

Kutna kehillah came when the Nazis finished liquidating its remaining Jews on March 26, 

1942; 

� Rav Aryeh Leib, the Sha’agas Aryeh. 

� 26th of Tammuz ~ Begins Sunday Night (Jul 31st) 
� Rav Nachman Bulman (1925-2002). His parents, Reb Meir and Ettel Bulman were Gerrer 

chassidim who had moved to the Lower East Side from Poland. Reb Meir had lost his first wife 

in childbirth and his second wife in a pogrom. He had also lost two children. In their forties, the 

Bulmans wrote the Imrei Emes of Ger for a bracha for children. The result of that blessing was 

Nachman, who was born in New York. He attended Yeshiva Rabbeinu  Yitzchok Elchonon and 

then studied in its rabbinical program. He received semicha and a B.A. (in philosophy) from 

Yeshiva College. During the week, he learned in the Litvishe yeshiva way. On Shabbos and 

Yom Tov, he absorbed the atmosphere of his parents' Polishe shteibel with a love of chassidus. 

For years, he was also a frequent visitor at the tishin of the Modzitzer Rebbe, Rav Shaul 

Yedidya Taub. In 1950, Rav Nachman married Shaindel Freund, his aiyshes chayil for fifty-two 

years. He found a position in the town of Danville, Virginia, a small Orthodox community 

which consisted of about thirty families. He held the position for three years. From 1953-1954, 

Rav Bulman served as mashgiach in Yeshiva Rabbeinu  Yitzchok Elchonon. He was once again 

pulled to the world of rabbonus when he became rav in South Fallsburg, N.Y., in 1954. During 

this time, he founded the National Conference of Synagogue Youth (NCSY), together with Rav 

Weitman, Rav Goodman, and Rav Chait. His next position was as head of Adas Yeshurun 

synagogue in Newport News, Virginia, beginning in 1957. Rav Bulman then returned to his 

position as mashgiach in Yeshiva University from 1962-1963, and then worked for Torah 

Umesorah from 1963-1967. In 1967, he took his next rabbinical position as the rav of the 

Young Yisrael of Far Rockaway. During this time, he founded Sarah Schenirer High School and 

Seminary in 1968, and the Yeshiva of Far Rockaway (Yeshivas Derech Eison), and he taught in 

both places; 

� Rav Yehoshua ben Rav Yoseph. He was a Sephardic Sage and the Av Beis Din of Krakow, 

(5408 / 1648); 

� Rav Yehuda Moshe Patia. He was a Sephardic Sage and the author of the Sefer Beis Lechem 

Yehuda, 5702 / 1942); 

� Rav Raphael Otana from Taberias. He is the author of the Sefer Merea HaYeladim; 

� Rav Sinai of Zhemigrod, (1870-1941). Rav Chaim of Sanz especially treasured his fourth son, 
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Rav Baruch of Gorlitz, saying that a lofty soul such as his had not descended to the world for 

the past three hundred years. When he was fourteen, Rav Baruch married the daughter of Rav 

Yekusiel Yehudah Teitelbaum, the Yitav Lev of Sighet and a talmid of Rav Chaim Sanzer, and 

in 1870, Rav Sinai was born to the couple, in Rudnik. After reaching adulthood, Rav Sinai 

served as rav for several years in Gorlitz and Koloshitz, before taking over a permanent 

position in Zmigród, a scenic mountain town about 150 kilometers from Cracow, where Jews 

had lived since at least 1410. Zmigród had a relatively small community - a 1900 census 

records it having 1,240 Jews out of a total population of 2,249. Nowadays, this region of 

Austrian-controlled Galicia is part of Poland. He escaped the Nazis by fleeing to Lemberg, 

Galicia, but was exiled to Siberia by the Soviets. He did not survive the trip. 

Today in History – 26 Tammuz 

� Saladin’s army defeats Crusader army at Karnei Chittin, and signals beginning of the end for 

Crusader kingdom, 1187; 

� A pope (Clement V?) banned forced baptism of Jews, 1345. This decree was overturned by 

subsequent popes in 1597 and 1747; 

� The Ba’al Shem Tov and Rav Chaim HaCohen Rappaport, the rav of Lemberg (Lvov), 

overcame the Frankist cult in a public dispute, 1759; 

� Napoleon decreed that all Jews of the French Empire must adopt family names, 1808; 

� Adolf Hitler, yemach shemo, published his personal manifesto, Mein Kampf, 1925; 

� Jews of Upina, Lithuania were executed by the Nazis, 1941. 

� 27th of Tammuz ~ Begins Monday Night (Aug 1st) 
� Yosef HaTzaddik ben Yaakov Avinu; 

� Rav Yaakov Adess, born in Yerushalayim (1898-1963), the youngest of his father's four sons. 

He received his early education from his father, Rav Avraham Chaim Adess. In 1910, his father 

placed him in Yeshiva Ohel Moed, where he learned under Rav Raphael Shlomo Laniado and 

Rav Yosef Yedid Halevi. There, he stayed as magid shiur from 1920-1923, when the yeshiva 

closed. He moved with Rav Laniado to Poras Yosef, first as magid shiur and later as Rosh 

Yeshiva. Most of his writings on Shas were destroyed when the Jordanians captured the Old 

City in 1948. At the end of 1945, Rav Adess was appointed as Av Beis Din in Yerushalayim. In 

1955, he was chosen to serve on the Chief Rabbinate's Beis Din Hagodol; 

� Rav Shmuel Rozovsky (1913-1979), born in Grodna to Rav Michel Dovid (Rav of Grodna for 

forty years) and Sarah Pearl, daughter of Rav Avraham Gelburd, who had served as Grodna's 

previous rav for almost fifty years. At a very young age, he began to study in the Sha’ar 

HaTorah Yeshivah of Grodna, under Rav Shimon Shkop, eventually becoming his talmid 

muvhak. In 1935, his father was niftar, and the gedolei Torah urged Rav Shmuel to succeed 

him. However, he was drafted into the Russian army and moved to Eretz Yisrael. There he 

began studying in the Lomza Yeshivah in Petach Tikvah. In 1944, Rav Yosef Shlomo 

Kahaneman opened the Ponovezh Yeshiva and chose Rav Shmuel, only thirty at the time, to 

head the yeshiva. Later on, he was joined by Rav Dovid Povarsky and Rav Elazar Menachem 

Man Shach. Subsequently, he was asked by Rav Kahaneman to head the newly founded Grodna 

Yeshiva in Ashdod; 

� Rav Elimelech (Yom Tov) Ehrlich (1914-1989), a seventh generation Karlin chassid, was born 

in the town of Kodznahorodok, next to Stolin, not far from the border of Poland and Russia. 

During World War II, his family moved to Samarkand. There, he composed Yiddish niggunim 

for the many Jewish refugees, cheering their broken hearts. His role in life was thus fixed. After 
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the war, in Paris, Rav Yom Tov discovered a new brand of fire which began to kindle in his 

heart: Novardok. He later moved to New York, and then to Eretz Yisrael; 

� Rav Elazar ben Rav Meir Abuhatzeira. He was assasinated by a deranged individual in the 

year 5711. He was born in the year 5708; 

� Rav Yitzchok Charif of Sambur, mechaber of Pnei Yitzchok; 

� Rav Shmuel Aharon Rubin, Rav of Kartshin; 

� Rav Mordechai Twersky, Skverer Rebbe of Flatbush (1924-2007). Born in Kishinev, he 

moved with his family to America when he was four months old. When his father, Rav  

Yitzchok, was niftar in 1941, Rav Mordechai and his brother, Rav Dovid, ran their father’s beis 

medrash in Boro Park. Rav Mordechai opened the Skverer beis medrash in 1970. 

�  28th of Tammuz ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Aug 2nd) 
� Rav Elazar of Lizhensk (1806 / 5566). He was the oldest son of the Rebbe Reb Elimelech of 

Lizensk. He put together his father's sefer Noam Elimelech, which has several letters of Rav 

Elazar in the back. His sons were Rav Naftali of Lizensk and Rav Mendel Ber of Pshevorsk and 

his son-in-law was Rav Chaim Meir Yechiel Shapira of Moglenitz; 

� Rav Moshe ben Rav Tzvi Hirsch Teitelbaum, Av Beis Din of Ujhely (Uhel), Hungary (1759-

1841/5601), mechaber of Yismach Moshe, founder of Satmar and Sighet dynasties. He was a 

direct descendent of the Rema. He served as Rav and Av Beis Din of Shinova at the age of 

twenty-six. He made a shidduch with his only daughter to a chassid of the Choseh of Lublin, 

and shortly thereafter became of follower himself. He taught Rav Yechezkel Shraga Halberstam 

of Shinova. He said he remembers himself in a previous gilgul in Mitzraim and could even 

describe what the house that he stayed in looked like. He said that when the machlokes of 

Korach took place he didn't take any sides; he stayed in his tent until the machlokes ended and 

only then came out, when it was determined who was correct. Rav Meshulam Igra said on him: 

"Moshe Emes v'Toraso Emes." The Sighet and Satmar dynasties descend from him; 

� Rav Shlomo Ganzfried (1804-1886/5647), born in Ungwar, Hungary. His father was niftar 

while he was still young, and he was raised by the Rav of Ungwar, Rav Tzvi Hirsch Heller. He 

is the author of Kitzur Shulchan Aruch; 

� Rav Nachman ben Rav Chaim Aryeh HaKohen Kahana (1904 / 5664). He was the Av Beis Din 

of Spinka. He was the son-in-law of the first Spinka Rebbe, the Imrei Yosef. He wrote sefer 

Orchos Chaim on Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim; 

� Rav Yaakov Shaul Elyashar, Sephardic Chief Rav of Eretz Yisrael (1817-1906/5666). Born to 

Rav Eliezer Yerucham Elyashar in Tzefas, young Yaakov Shaul moved with his mother at the 

age of six to Yerushalayim; his father passed away a year later. His mother’s second husband, 

Rav Binyamin Mordechai Navon, took the boy under his wing. In 1883, Rav Yaakov Shaul 

accepted to become Rishon Letzion. At the inauguration, he also received the title of Chacham 

Bashi by the Turkish rulers. Rav Yaakov Shaul authored the sefer Yissa Bracha. His son, Rav 

Nissim Elyashar, founded a charedi community in Yerushalayim and named it Givat Shaul, in 

his father’s honor; 

� Rav Chaim Friedlander (1923-1986/5746), mashgiach in Ponovezh. He is considered one of 

the closest talmidim of Rav Dessler. Mechaber of Sifsei Chaim and Mesilos Chaim B'Chinuch. 

�   29th of Tammuz ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Aug 3rd) 
� Rav Yochanan HaSandler, Tanna; 

� Rav Shlomo Yitzchoki (Rashi) י''רש  (1040-1105). He traced his ancestry through the Tanna'im 

Rav Yochanan HaSandlar and Hillel the Elder back to Dovid HaMelech. He received his early 
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talmudic training from his father, Rav Yitzchok. At a young age he went to Worms, Germany, to 

broaden his knowledge under Rav Yaakov ben Yakar. At the age of twenty-five he returned to 

his native Troyes. Amazingly, Rashi accomplished all his work during the period of the 

Crusades, when life was extremely dangerous for the Jews. Rashi had three daughters, who 

were great scholars in their own right, but also were married to men of greatness, and had 

children known as the Ba’alei Tosafos, the most famous of whom, Rav Yaakov ben Meir, was 

known as Rabbeinu Tam;  

� Rav Yehoshua Boaz, the Shiltei Hagibborim, Italian commentator to Rif (1612). 

�   1st of Av ~ Begins Thursday Night (Aug 4th) 
� Aharon HaKohen (1395-1272/2488 BCE) [the only yohrzeit mentioned in the Torah]. Aharon, 

who lived during the exodus from Egypt, was the brother of Moshe and Miriam. He was chosen 

to be the first priest of the newly emerging Jewish nation. Aharon was a person who was known 

for bringing peace between husbands and wives and between neighbors and friends. It pained 

Aharon to see broken relationships and he, on his own, would do his best to repair any 

relationship that was on the verge of breaking. When he explained to one side of the argument 

that the other side regretted the misunderstanding and the argument, it caused that person to 

want to continue the relationship. Peace is a very important foundation of society. Without 

peace between man and his neighbor, society could not exist. Without peace between nations, 

progress and individual welfare can not exist. Peace, whether between men or between Hashem 

and men, is of the paramount importance; 

� Elazar ben Aharon HaKohen; 

� Rav Chaim of Krasna, (1793); 

� Rav Yaakov ben Rav Atar. He is a Sephardic Sage. He wrote the Sefer Beis Elkai Yaakov; 

� Rav Shmuel ben Rav Dovid Tzvi Ehrenfeld (1805-1883/5643), mechaber of Chasan Sofer, and 

Rav in Matersdorf. Was also known as the Deer of Arnaflid and grandson of the Chasam Sofer;  

� Rav Yaakov Moshe Shurkin, Rosh Mesivta Rabbeinu Chaim Berlin, student of the Chofetz 

Chaim, (1963); 

� Rav Yehoshua Heschel ben Rav Elazar (niftar early 1700's). He was the Rav of Dubna after 

Rav Yosef Yoska, the Yesod Yosef; 

� Rav Noson Nota ben Rav Yosef of Averitch (1785 / 5545). He was a Talmid of the Ba’al Shem 

Tov and father-in-law of the Bas Ayin. He did not sleep on Shabbos because it says "V'shomru 

Bnei Yisroel es HaShabbos—You should watch the Shabbos"; 

� Rav Asher Wallerstein (1837 / 5589) was the son of Rav Aryeh Leib, the Shagas Aryeh; 

� Rav Aharon ben Rav Moshe Goldstein (1845 / 5605) was the Rav of Breslov. He was one of 

the main students of Rav Nachman of Breslov. Rav Nachman said that he used his ancestral 

merits to bring Rav Aharon to Breslov and that Rav Aharon went to his chuppah with a "clean 

garment." He and Rav Naftali were the two witnesses to Rav Nachman's famous promise to 

pull out of Gehinom anyone who gives tzedakah and says Tikun HaKalali by his kever. His son, 

Rav Tzvi Aryeh, succeded him and Rav Tzvi's son was Rav Nachman of Tcherin; 

� Rav Aharon ben Rav Chaim Halberstam of Sanz (1903 / 5663). Son of the Divrei Chaim; 

� Rav Menachem Nachum ben Rav Yehuda Leib of Kobrin-Bialystok (1918 / 5678). He was a 

talmid muvhak of the Yesod Avodah of Slonim; 

� Rav Shlomo Halberstam (1908-2000/5760), son of Rav Ben Zion, grandson of Rav Shlomo, 

founder of the Bobov dynasty. At the outbreak of World War II, he and his father escaped to 

Lemberg. On the fourth of Av 1942 his father was killed, and Rav Shlomo escaped to the 

Bochnia Ghetto. In Bochnia, the Rav lost his Rebbetzin and two children. He managed to 
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escape with his only surviving child, Rav Naftali Tzvi, to Budapest, and then to Bucharest. Rav 

Shlomo is believed to have been the last remaining Chassidic rav to have survived the 

Holocaust. He remarried after the war and rebuilt Bobov into one of the largest chassidish 

communities in the world. Born in the Galicia region of central Europe, Rav Halberstam arrived 

in the United States in 1946, alone and indigent after his group was largely obliterated by the 

Nazis. During the war, Rav Halberstam dressed up as a nun in order to rescue other Jews, 

hiding them in the false bottom of a coal truck. Rav Halberstam is widely credited with 

rebuilding the Bobover community in the United States. There is a book, Nor the Moon by 

Night, about his experiences during the Holocaust. It was mentioned many times after his 

passing that it was no coincidence that his yohrzeit is the same as Aharon HaKohen's because 

he was the consummate ohev Shalom v'rodef Shalom and was loved by all. 

� R’ Chezkel Solomon: Chessed At the end of the day, chessed is about other people. If a person 

is completely wrapped up in their own life, there will be little room for contemplation of other 

people. Ahavas Chessed requires you to want to make other peoples' lives better. The Chofetz 

Chaim explains to us that Hashem would like us to think of others. He is telling us, "Take care 

of my children and I will take care of you." There was once a man who was driving by his 

friend's house. He noticed a large crate on the front lawn. He called his friend, who was at work 

and asked what was in the crate. The friend explained that the crate contained his new lawn 

bench. When asked what he intended to do with the old one, the friend said that he planned to 

throw it out. The man immediately had his guys un-crate the bench, assemble it, and haul off 

the old bench. He then had the old bench placed in front of a bus stop in Boro Park on 16th 

Avenue so the elderly would have somewhere to sit as they waited for their bus to arrive. Today 

is the yorhzeit of this man, Chezkel Solomon. There are hundreds and hundreds of people 

whose lives he affected through his acts of chessed. What's important to note is just that; he 

lived a selfless life and through that he was able to affect hundreds of people, and those acts 

planted seeds of chessed that are still sprouting new fruit on a daily basis. Every time we do an 

act of chessed we think we know where that act begins and ends. Well, such is not the case. Our 

acts create a chessed chain whose beauty knows no bounds, and will last l'neitzach nitzochim. 

We can all create that beauty, we just have to change our focus. May he be a Meilitz Yoisher for 

all of his children and grandchildren, his entire family, and all of us...kein yihee rotzoin (May it 

be Hashem's will). Step By Step - Today I will make a conscious effort to start thinking of 

others on a daily basis. 


Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
When a tzaddik passes away and leaves this world, his soul ascends on high; she rises 

up above and is closer to those supernal worlds surrounding the Throne of Glory, and then 
Hashem announces and calls to Yaakov Avinu, “My beloved son, you suffered because of your 
children and now Ploni ben Ploni, this tzaddik whose name is So-and-so, has come to this 
world. The neshama is adorned with many jeweled decorations and bedecked and bedazzled 
with his Torah study and mitzvos which he fulfilled as well as his good deeds and actions. It is 
proper and fitting that you go out to greet him with joy and happiness and say Shalom to him, 
and I Myself and My glory will come with you and greet him with a shining countenance with 
Torah and awe and reverence”  as it says Tehillim (24:6) Those who seek your face, Yaakov 
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Selah, it does not say mevakesh, singular but rather mevakshay in plural which connotes 
Hashem and Yaakov Avinu as well. 

And who sees them go out and does not join them? So many myriads of flocks of angels 
join the throngs of greeters and well-wishers and they each depart through their gate, and the 
souls of other tzaddikim see the gates open and they open their mouths and declare “Shalom, 
peace be upon you and Shalom to your Torah, and happy and praiseworthy are you, and 
happy and praised are those that gave birth to you, come to your chamber and enter. Beautiful 
canopies are ready for you." And on that day they announce on High in all the heavens that 
only the Torah and novel chiddushim which this tzaddik studied and originated and taught 
during his lifetime, only that should be studied. They recite his chiddushim as one recites the 
kesubah at a marriage under the canopy of the chupah before a bride and groom on the day of 
their chasuna (Kav HaYashar 79). 



Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Amrom Yishai BilitzerRav Amrom Yishai BilitzerRav Amrom Yishai BilitzerRav Amrom Yishai Bilitzer, , , , 22224444thththth    of of of of TammuzTammuzTammuzTammuz    
Rav of Szerencz 

Rav Amrom Yishai HaLevi Bilitzer 
was born in 5594/1834. His father was Rav 
Yitzchok Isaac Bilitzer, the Rav of Nagiada, 
Slovakia, mechaber of Be’er Yitzchok. 

Rav Amrom Yishai learned under 
Rav Chaim Sofer, the mechaber of She’eilos 
U’Teshuvos Machaneh Chaim. 

He married Rebbetzin Shifra, the 
daughter of Rav Shlomo Heiman, a noted 
Talmid Chochom from Ungvar. 

He was appointed the first official 
Rav in Szerencz, a growing Kehilla in the 
northeast region of Hungary. He was 
instrumental in its growth, establishing a 
Yeshiva there in which Torah was taught up 
until the Holocaust. 

Rav Amrom Yishai corresponded 
regularly with his Rebbe, Rav Chaim Sofer. 
There are many teshuvos written to Rav 
Amrom Yishai in She’eilos U’Teshuvos 
Machneh Chaim. Rav Chaim Sanzer, in a 
teshuva to Rav Amrom Yishai (Divrei 
Chaim, vol. 2, Orach Chaim, siman 5), 
lavishes upon him titles such as Charif and 
Chassid. 

His son-in-law Rav Feivish Tzvi 
Gross, in his sefer Nachlas Tzvi, also 
praises him highly. 

Rav Amrom Yishai served as Rav in 
Szerencz for thiry-five years, a period of 
spiritual growth for his Kehilla. He was 
niftar on the 24th of Tammuz 5649/1889 at 
the age of sixty-five and was buried in 
Szerencz. 

He was succeeded by his illustrious 
son, Rav Pinchos Bilitzer, mechaber of 
Giv’as Pinchos, where many of Rav Amrom 
Yishai’s chiddushim are printed. 

His sons-in-law were Rav Chaim 
Mordechai Adler, Rav of Paryia; Rav 
Yehuda Leib Lemberger-Lvov, Rav of 
Ruszhani; and Rav Meshulom Feivish Zvi 
Gross of Brooklyn, mechaber of Nachalas 
Tzvi and Ateres Tzvi. 

His descendants have erected an 
ohel over his kever in Szerencz. 

Zechuso yagen aleinu. 

www.hamodia.com/features/this-day-in-history-24-

tammuzjuly-22/ 
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Rav Aryeh LeibRav Aryeh LeibRav Aryeh LeibRav Aryeh Leib,,,,    22225555thththth    ofofofof    TammuzTammuzTammuzTammuz    
The Sha’agas Aryeh

Rav Aryeh Leib was born in 
5455/1695 in Lithuania. His father was Rav 
Osher, Rav in Pinsk and one of the leading 
Rabbonim of his time. Rav Aryeh Leib was 
renowned for his hasmoda. 

It is related that once, when in 
Frankfurt, he lodged at the home of Rav 
Pinchos Horowitz, mechaber of the Haflo’a 
and Ponim Yofos. The “simple” guest asked 
for three Gemaros for the night — 
Yevomos, Kesubos and Kiddushin. The 
Haflo’a was surprised, but willingly fulfilled 
his guest’s request. Some hours later, the 
Haflo’a peeked into the room of his guest 
and saw him laboring over the Gemara, 
learning daf by daf. By morning he had 
finished all three masechtos, no small feat 
by anyone’s standards. The Haflo’a began 
to ask him questions on his learning. 
Within minutes, he realized that this guest 
was none other than Rav Aryeh Leib, the 
Sha’agas Aryeh. 

His first position was as Rosh 
Yeshiva in Volozhin, where one of his 
prized talmidim was Rav Chaim 
Volozhiner. 

Interestingly, even after his sefer 
Sha’agas Aryeh was published, he found it 
hard to achieve a suitable position and was 

constantly forced to move on. But in 
5526/1766 he was appointed Rav of Metz, 
where he served until his petira. 

When he became Rav of Metz, the 
Sha’agas Aryeh was nearly seventy years 
old. The leaders of the community were 
concerned over the appointment because 
he was already an elderly man. He asked 
them how long they expected a Rav to 
serve. “For about twenty years,” they 
responded. He was niftar twenty years 
later, at ninety. 

A few months before his petira, Rav 
Aryeh Leib invited the community to a 
Siyum HaShas. He was in especially high 
spirits at this Siyum. When he was asked 
the reason for his simcha, he explained that 
this was his thousandth Siyum on the Shas. 

Rav Aryeh Leib was niftar on the 
25th of Tammuz 5545/1785. (Some give the 
day of his petira as the 15th of Tammuz; 
other sources give it as the 25th of Sivan.) 

He wrote Sha’agas Aryeh; Gevuras 
Ari on Maseches Yoma; and Turei Even on 
Maseches Rosh HaShana. 

Zecher tzaddik livrachah. 
www.hamodia.com/features/day-history-25-tammuzjuly-23/ 
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Author of Ohr Lashomayim 

Every year Rebbe Naftali Horowitz 
the Krula Rebbe shlit"a tells Baruch 
Amsel (kevarim.com) to send this email. 

The 25th of Tammuz marks the 
yahrzheit of the Ohr LaShamayim. He was 
a talmid of the Chozeh of Lublin, and was 
Rav in Apta after the Ohev Yisroel. 

The Ohr LaShamayim asked that on 
the day of his yarzheit, one light a candle 
and give tzedakah on his behalf. In doing 

so, one should say his name, Rav Meyer 
ben Rav Shmuel Halevi zy'a. 

In addition, the Krula Rebbe adds in 
the name of the Tiferes Shlomo, Rebbe 
Shlomo of Radomsk zy'a, that it is 
praiseworthy to recite the special tefillah 
for parnassah composed by the Ohr 
LaShamayim. A copy of that Tefillah is 
attached via email due to Sheimos. 

Please feel free to forward this email 
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to anyone you'd like. 


His was a life of almost constant 

hardship and poverty, yet a life of total 
devotion to Hashem. 

Orphaned of his father as a child, 
Rav Meir was brought up by his mother. 
One early morning before daylight, he felt 
his mother gently waking him to rise for 
davening and Torah learning. Seeing it was 
considerably earlier than usual, the young 
Meir turned over onto the other side to 
continue his sleep. After a few minutes he 
felt again that he was being awoken. This 
time he got up, but was astonished to find 
his mother still asleep in bed. She had not 
woken him at all. 

The realization at that point struck 
him that he was being prodded from 
Heaven to rise and serve his Master. 

From that day on Rav Meir decided 
to devote his entire existence to avodas 
Hashem. 

His mother eked out a meager living 
by making and selling liquor. Every 
morning after he had finished davening, 
she would present her son with two rolls. 

One day at the usual time she 
approached Meir and said sadly, "Today 
you didn't pray as well as usual and cannot 
have your rolls." 

Her accuracy was uncanny. "How do 
you know my dear mother, that today I 
didn't manage to daven with as 
much kavonoh as I should have?" 

His mother then revealed to him 
that every day while he davened she cooked 
the liquor and in the zchus of his tefillos the 
results were excellent. 

"Today, however, everything burned 
and I immediately understood that 
your tefillos did not rise straight to Heaven, 
as usual." After promising to invest greater 
effort in his tefillos, he once again received 
the rolls. 

Even after he married, Rav Meir 
lived in abject poverty. Yet this did not 
deter him from being steeped in his Torah 
and avodoh day and night. 

For most of the week he would fast 
all day, only eating his meager daily meal of 
kasha in the evening. 

Since they only had one plate in the 
house, his Rebbetzin would borrow a 
second one from a neighbor so that she too 
could sit and eat together with her 
husband. 

One day Rav Meir stayed away 
learning longer than usual and the couple's 
`supper' was left waiting on the table. 
Seeing that the Rebbetzin had not returned 
the plate yet, her neighbor came to fetch it. 
The Rebbetzin requested that she wait until 
Rav Meir came home, but the woman had 
no time to wait. Losing her patience, she 
grabbed at the plate, accidentally spilling 
its precious contents over the floor. 

Tears welled up in the Rebbetzin's 
eyes and then spilled over her cheeks, as 
she realized that she had nothing to serve 
her husband when he would come home to 
break his fast. 

This was the scene to which Rav 
Meir returned a few minutes later. After 
hearing the reason for her tears, Rav Meir 
declared, "This is the last of our trials of 
poverty. Very soon the time will come when 
we'll yet eat out of plates of silver and 
gold!" 

Indeed, several days later, the Rav 
of Stavnitz was appointed to serve in 
Pintchov, a larger town. The 
smaller kehilloh of Stavnitz, now without a 
rov, asked Rabbi Meir to fill their void. He 
did so and, true to his words, in honor of 
Pesach, one of the wealthy Jews of Stavnitz 
presented the new Rav - Rav Meir with a 
set of silver plates lichvod the yom tov. 

 

Rabbeinu was one of the 
close talmidim of Rav Yaakov Yitzchok, the 
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Chozeh of Lublin, even traveling to him 
when he was a Rav himself. 

The Chozeh once remarked of Reb 
Meir that he didn't get distracted from his 
fear of Hashem Yisborach, even for a single 
second all day. 

Once, when Rav Meir was in Lublin 
to see his Rebbe, his tattered clothes were 
in an even worse state than usual. He went 
to the mikveh in Lublin and tarried there a 
long while, immersing himself many times. 

A wealthy Jew, seeing what he 
thought was a lowly beggar with no decent 
clothing immersing so much in the mikveh, 
began to taunt him. 

"Why are you wasting your time 
there?" he mocked. "Go and do something 
for your living." 

Extremely embarrassed, Rav Meir 
left the mikveh. 

The man who had hurt him stayed 
on in Lublin another two weeks, until a 
messenger arrived to tell him that his 
house and all his wealth had been ravaged 
by a devastating fire. 

Left a pauper, the man hysterically 
burst into the room of the Chozeh to beg for 
his help. The holy Chozeh's supernatural 
eyes scanned the kvittel in his hand and 
beyond. "It seems that you scorned 
a talmid chochom and 
great tzaddik recently. Only when you will 
succeed in being mesaken this aveiroh will 
your former wealth be returned to you." 

Years later, when Rav Meir was 
already renowned as one of the gedolei 
hador, he spent a Shabbos in the 
hometown of the formerly wealthy Jew. 

On Friday night as the davening was 
about to begin, a cry rang out from the 
beggar's row as one of them fell to the floor 
in a faint. 

His fellow congregants rushed to his 
aid, but as soon as the man came to he 
began crying aloud to Rav Meir: "Forgive 
me, Rebbe, have mercy on me." 

He related to the crowd how he had 
mocked a poor, destitute Yid in Lublin and 
had subsequently lost his wealth. The older 
members of the community, who 
remembered when good times had smiled 
on the man, nodded knowingly. They too 
recalled the dreadful fire that had 
swallowed his possessions in his absence. 

"Rabbosai, this is the talmid 
chochom and great tzaddik to whom the 
Chozeh was referring." 

Rav Meir's honor was restored and 
from that day the wheel of fortune turned 
once again, this time for the better. 

 

From Stavnitz, Rabbeinu went on to 
become rav in Apta. 

The takeover took place in the wake 
of remarkable events: 

One night the Apta Rav, the Ohev 
Yisroel, awoke with a gripping fear. He 
revealed to his family that he had heard an 
announcement in Heaven that Rabbi Meir 
would become rav in Apta, meaning that 
he was destined soon to pass away, for, 
"two kings cannot share one crown." 

The Ohev Yisroel decided that the 
best way to prolong his life would be to 
move to another town, leaving Apta 
available for Rav Meir. 

With utmost urgency, the Apta Rav 
called together the roshei kehilloh and, 
after explaining his position, packed his 
household together and moved to Yas in 
Romania. 

In turn, the roshei kehilloh went to 
Rav Meir, asking him to fulfill the decree of 
the Apta Rav and serve as rav in Apta, 
which he did in 5679 (1919). 

Interestingly, some years later, when 
the Ohev Yisroel was niftar on 5th Nissan, 
the news reached Apta on Erev Pesach. Not 
wishing to spoil the Rov's yom tov with the 
news of his Rebbe's death, the people of 
Apta refrained from telling him. However, 
following the Seder, Rabbeinu wondered 
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aloud, "I saw my Rebbe, the Ohev Yisroel, 
surrounded by a light so dazzling I couldn't 
even look at him, and his son, Rav Yitzchok 
Meir, sitting on the floor as one in 
mourning." 

His puzzle was solved when the 
people around him revealed the sad news 
of his Rebbe's passing. 


One of the closest talmidim of 

Rabbeinu was the Tiferes Shlomo of 
Radomsk. He would often recite 
a tefilloh composed by Rabbeinu, insisting 
it was a powerful segulah for parnossoh 
when said with kavonoh. 

The Tiferes Shlomo, a Kohen, would 
relate that on the Sholosh Regolim, when 
thekohanim go up to bless the Yidden with 
their bircas kohanim, his Rebbe, Rabbi 
Meir, who was a Levi, washed his hands. 

"From the power of my great 
Rebbe's water," declared the Tiferes 
Shlomo, "I drew spiritual strength 
and yiras Shomayim for the following half 
a year!" 
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Rav Sinai Halberstam was born in 
5630/1870 in Rudnick. When his father, 
Rav Baruch of Gorlitz, asked his own 
father, the Divrei Chaim of Sanz, what to 
name the baby, the Sanzer Rav said to 
name him after Rav Baruch’s maternal 
great-grandfather, Rav Elazar Nissan of 
Drohobitch, (the father of his father-in-law, 
the Yetev Lev of Sighet). But then the 
Divrei Chaim asked another Godol who was 
present. 

“It is the custom,” the Godol replied, 
“that one does not name after a person who 
was niftar young.” Rav Elazar Nissan had 
been niftar young. 

The Divrei Chaim thought for a 

moment. “Then name him Sinai, for that 
has the same letters as Nissan, and may he 
grow up to be a Sinai V’Oker Horim, a 
giant in the depth and breadth of Torah.” 

At a young age Rav Sinai married 
the daughter of Rav Naftoli Horowitz of 
Melitz. 

Rav Sinai was known for his 
chessed, even in his early years. While a 
newlywed still living with his in-laws in 
Melitz, his Rebbetzin noticed that some of 
his garments were missing. Rav Sinai had 
been given eighteen undershirts before his 
wedding, and now he had only ten. He 
explained to his wife that he had noticed a 
person at the mikveh who had only one 



26 � Pinchas / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

tattered undershirt to his name, so he gave 
him some of his own. 

Rav Sinai was appointed Rav of 
Koloshitz after his wedding. He served 
there briefly until the elderly Rav of 
Zhemigrad was niftar, leaving his position 
to “a grandson of the Divrei Chaim”. When 
the post was offered to Rav Sinai in 
5664/1904, he was reminded of an incident 
that had occurred many years before. In 
Zhemigrad with his father for a simcha, his 
father publicly offered him a l’chaim as Rav 
of Zhemigrad. The Chassidim of Zhemigrad 
tried to protest, but the reigning Rav 
hushed them. “There is nothing to correct,” 
he said. 

Rav Sinai accepted the rabbonus of 
Zhemigrad and led the town for over thirty 
years. He was renowned as a darshan and 
composer of niggunim, and for caring for 
the poor with mesirus nefesh. He rose 
every night at chatzos to learn Kabbola 
until the morning. 

Every Purim, Rav Sinai received 
many mishlochei manos containing 
envelopes with tzedaka as a major 
component. He would match the sum to his 
list of needy recipients and send out new 
envelopes with his gabbai all over town. By 
evening, not a penny was left in the house. 

When he became ill later in life, he 
moved to Cracow for treatment. A few 

years later the Nazis overran Poland, and 
he fled to Lemberg, Galicia. Tragically, his 
Rebbetzin was niftar and was buried in 
Boberka. 

The Soviets exiled Rav Sinai and his 
family to Siberia on an overcrowded train 
in which the prisoners were confined for 
weeks. Rav Sinai did not survive the trip. 
Niftar on the 26th of Tammuz, 5701/1941, 
he was buried in the forests of Omsk. 
Clean, white fabric was miraculously 
procured for use as tachrichim, and the 
family was further privileged to erect a 
matzeiva on his kever in the forest. 

Sons of his who perished in the 
Holocaust were Rav Chaim Yehuda, Rav in 
Oshpitzin; Rav Avrohom Abish of Satmar; 
Rav Dovid of Radomsk; Rav Aharon of 
Zitomir; Rav Yechezkel of Rudnick; and 
Rav Baruch of Zokilkov. His son-in-law was 
Rav Boruch of Sanz-Gribov. Hashem 
yinkom domom. 

Sons who survived the war are Rav 
Yaakov of Tchakava-Yerushalayim; Rav 
Yisrael of Zhemigrad-New York; and Rav 
Aryeh Leibish of Zhemigrad-Bnei Brak, and 
his son-in-law Rav Yaakov Moskowitz of 
Shotz-Haifa. 

Zechusam yagen aleinu. 
www.hamodia.com/features/day-history-26-tammuzjuly-24/ 
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"Who can imagine ever again seeing 
such genius and passion joined together in 
one person?" Rav Noach Orlowek 
remarked to me at the conclusion of the 
levaya for Rav Nachman Bulman late 
Motzaei Shabbos. 

Few people ever lived at the level of 
emotional intensity of Rav Bulman. The 
surprise is not that his poor, misshapen 
heart eventually gave out, but that it could 
have sustained him for seventy-seven years 

under the constant strain to which it was 
subjected. 

That too must have been included in 
the berachah of the Imrei Emes. Rav 
Bulman’s father Meir had already buried 
two wives and two children in Europe and 
his mother was in her mid-forties when 
they wrote to the Imrei Emes of Gur for a 
berachah that they should yet be blessed 
with children. Rav Bulman was the fruit of 
that berachah. 
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No event in the Ribbono shel Olams 
world ever seemed trivial to Rav Bulman. 
Everything was cosmic in his eyes, and he 
responded accordingly. Anything might 
trigger a welter of 
emotions, without 
diminishing his 
analytical clarity. 
The Gemara 
(Avodah Zara 20.) 
relates that Rav 
Akiva once saw 
Rufina, the beautiful wife of Turnus Rufus. 
Rav Akiva spat, then laughed, and finally 
cried. He spat as he remembered the lowly 
source of her beauty; laughed out of 
recognition that she was destined to be a 
ger tzedek and to become his wife after the 
petira of his wife Rachel; and cried over the 
thought of the grave that would one day 
claim that beauty. Rav Bulman had a 
similar ability to encompass many 
conflicting emotions at the same time, and 
to understand the source of each of them. 

While still in his early thirties, he 
was already the most sought after orator in 
the American Orthodox world. His 
speeches were not mere entertainments, 
but intense learning experiences. Even 
those who could not follow the profundity 
of his thought felt themselves being 
transported to higher realms as he spoke. 
Starting softly, there came a point in every 
speech where Rav Bulman would become 
so carried away with his subject that his 
voice would crack, and with it the hearts of 
his listeners. At an Agudath Yisrael 
convention in the late 50’s, he spoke of the 
duty of the Orthodox community to reach 
out to Jews who had not yet recognized 
that they were parched for Torah. When 
the young man finished, the Kopycznitzer 
Rebbe rushed over and kissed him. 

Nowhere was his passion more 
evident than in his davening. Bochurim 
would slip out of their yeshivos before 
Neilah to go to the Young Yisrael of Far 
Rockaway to hear Rav Bulman plead with 

the Ribbono shel Olam for each and every 
member of Klal Yisrael. Kohanim who 
gazed upon Rav Bulmans face as they 
prepared to duchan for the last time on 
Yom Kippur sensed that he was in another 
world, directly in front of the Kisei 
HaKavod (Throne of Glory). (As recently as 
four years ago before his petira, he still was 
the Shaliach Tzibur for Kol Nidrei, Maariv, 
Mussaf, and Neilah on Yom Kippur.) 

Rav Bulman once told a bochur at 
Ohr Somayach who approached him in Elul 
with a question in emunah to defer the 
question until after Mussaf on Rosh 
Hashanah. Listening to Rav Bulman speak 
to Hashem in tefilloh was sufficient to 
remove all intellectual doubts. To him, 
davening was a conversation with the 
Creator. He once explained to Rav 
Mordechai Pearlman, the long-time 
Shaliach Tzibur at Ohr Somayach for the 
Yomim Noraim, every place where the 
niggun should go up or down depending 
upon the different middah (aspect) of 
Hashem being referred to according to 
Kabbalah. 

Rav Bulman was a Klal-Yisrael-Jew, 
whose heart embraced every single Yid. He 
rejoiced at every Jewish simcha, and 
suffered every Yiddishe tzara, whether of 
the Klal or of an individual. His only 
personal need was other Jews to whom he 
could devote himself totally. From the age 
of twenty-five, he led kehillos in Danville 
and Newport News, Virginia; South 
Fallsburg; and Far Rockaway. In every 
place he served, he made a lasting impact. 
When he arrived in Danville, there was not 
even half a minyan of Shabbos-observant 
men. Yet numbered among the youth that 
he touched in his three years in Danville 
are roshei yeshiva, rabbonim, and the wives 
of rabbonim and teachers. Long after he 
left Danville, the congregants still looked to 
him as their rav. Twenty-three years after 
his departure, on the eve of the Bulmans 
aliyah to Eretz Yisrael, the Danville 
congregation made a special farewell party 
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for the Bulmans. 

Rav Bulman implanted in the 
unpromising soil of rural Virginia, the 
Hirschian Austritt principle of eschewing 
all connection of anything that smacked of 
heresy. When the community in Danville 
was no longer viable, the members razed 
the shul rather than risk it being taken over 
by a Reform congregation or a church. 
When the day school in Newport News that 
Rav Bulman founded could no longer 
sustain itself, it simply closed its doors 
rather than become a community school, in 
which Torah would be reduced to one of 
the options. In both cases, the members of 
the kehillah were simply acting according 
to the principles that they had learned from 
Rav Bulman. 

Upon moving to Eretz Yisrael in 
1975, Rav Bulman became the Mashgiach 
at Ohr Somayach. The author of these 
words is one of hundreds who would likely 
never found their way into the Torah 
community but for Rav Bulman. 

His office was the address for all 
those seeking to be convinced of the truth 
of Torah. He found a way to connect to 
each student according to his needs. One 
former student, who went on to become a 
Hillel rav on several large campuses, recalls 
that the turning point for him was when he 
told Rav Bulman that he intended to spend 
Pesach vacation sightseeing in Egypt. Rav 
Bulman began crying. Those tears not only 
marked the end of the travel plans to 
Egypt, but the beginning of the young mans 
taking his studies seriously. 

Another student was spending the 
summer at Ohr Somayach prior to 
commencing studies to become a 
Conservative clergyman. At their first 
meeting, Rav Bulman did not begin with a 
frontal attack on the Conservative 
movement. Rather he suggested that the 
young man read the last chapter of 
Conservative Judaism by Marshall Sklare, a 
sociologist deeply sympathetic to the 
movement. After discussing the remarkable 

growth of the movement in the 1950's and 
1960's, Sklare concludes with an 
assessment of the movement's minimal 
impact on the spiritual life of its followers. 
Rav Bulman was wise enough to recognize 
that the young man would conclude on his 
own that his idealistic commitment to the 
Jewish people would find no satisfaction 
within the Conservative movement. Who 
but Rav Bulman could have so quickly 
grasped the nature of someone to whom he 
was speaking for the first time, or could 
have known where to direct the young man 
so that he would feel the decision to 
abandon his career plans was his own and 
not forced upon him. 

After four years at Ohr Somayach, 
Rav Bulman devoted the next fourteen 
years of his life to creating a community in 
Migdal HaEmek in the Lower Galilee. 
Kiryas Nachliel was designed for those 
mostly English-speaking immigrants who 
had not found their place in the major 
Orthodox centers of Yerushalayim or Bnei 
Brak. It was a community of baalebatim, 
firmly anchored by a yeshiva and kollel and 
with constant shiurim for men, women, 
and children from the rav. The effort to 
create a community with few parallels since 
the Frankfurt of Rav Samson Raphael 
Hirsch sapped Rav Bulman’s strength and 
health. Nevertheless most of those who 
shared in that ultimately failed experiment 
with Rav Bulman would look back on the 
years invested as the richest of their lives. 

The list of accomplishments on Rav 
Bulmans imaginary curriculum vitae is a 
long one: first editor of the Jewish 
Observer and long time member of the 
magazines editorial board; founder of 
Sarah Schenirer High School in Boro Park; 
founder, together with Rav Jechiel Perr, of 
Yeshiva Derech Ayson of Far Rockaway; 
translator of Rav Eliyahu Kitovs three-
volume classic Sefer Todaah (The Book of 
Our Heritage). But his greatest impact was 
surely through the thousands of shiurim he 
taught over fifty years and upon the 
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thousands who sought out his advice. 

Years ago, at the first staff meeting 
of Seminary Darchei Binah, Rav Bulman 
told the teachers how he had been 
approached by a middle-aged woman at a 
Torah Umesorah convention. She asked, 
"Rav Bulman do you remember me? Rav 
Bulman confessed that he did not. The 
woman told him that she had been his 
student more than twenty years earlier in 
Newport News. She then pulled back 
nearby to reveal a large range of children 
all beautifully dressed in Shabbos clothes. 
"All these children are yours, she told Rav 
Bulman, "For without you, neither I nor 
any of them would be here today. 

Knowing that you have the power to 
influence generations, should be your 
inspiration, Rav Bulman told the educators. 
He himself was the best proof of the power 
of one caring individual to touch hundreds 
of lives. For over a quarter of a century, his 
home was the central address in Eretz 
Yisrael for hundreds of English-speaking 
immigrants or those contemplating aliyah. 

He was incapable of guarding his 
own strength or time. His door was open to 
all who sought him, and there was no issue 
that was beneath him. By taking so deeply 
to heart the problems that were brought to 
him, he had a unique ability to lift the 
despair from those who poured out their 
hearts to him. Because he cared so much 
they no longer had to. 

All those who could not find their 
place within the Yisraeli religious society 
found their way to Rav Bulman’s door. 
What they perceived as failure, Rav 
Bulman assured them, was often a sign of 
their strengths the result of their quest for 
truth and purity, of their pain at the failure 
of the community to live up to its own 
highest ideals. At the same time, he would 
gradually show them how to find their 
place within society. 

The last time I spoke to Rav Bulman at 
length, he was filled with excitement about 

a group of young teenage girls in the 
neighborhood with whom he met every 
Shabbos. Most of the group suffered from 
serious adjustment problems after moving 
to Eretz Yisrael from America at an older 
age, and Rav Bulman felt that he had been 
able to help them get over the hurdle. 

He understood that different 
neshamos are drawn to different aspects of 
Torah, and had an uncanny ability to direct 
different people to the proper path in Torah 
for them. That he could do only because he 
himself was so grounded in the full panoply 
of Torah expression. 

Each group claimed him, and in a 
way they were all right. He was a proud 
Chassid, with an absolute command of the 
Chassidic masters. At the same time, he 
was enamored with Rav Samson Raphael 
Hirsch. He opened up the eyes of 
thousands for the first time to the Kuzari; 
to the Maharal; to the Beis Elokim of the 
Mabit; to the Nesivos HaShalom of the 
Slonimer Rebbe; to the Malbim on Shir 
HaShirim. Each shiur would begin with an 
overview of the topic, and then a 
reverential word-by-word reading of the 
text, in the course of which he 
demonstrated how each word is pregnant 
with meaning. 

Wit Rav Bulman’s passing, a 
complete commentary on Tanach has been 
lost and another on the Maharal and 
another on Jewish history. His knowledge 
of the latter was both panoramic and 
detailed. What delighted him above all was 
the rich tapestry of Torah as lived by Jews 
throughout the ages. He knew each thread 
of Torah thought at its sources, and how all 
the threads intertwined. 

By virtue of his phenomenal breadth 
and depth of his knowledge, he was 
perhaps the figure in our time best 
qualified to carry forth the project begun by 
Rav Chaim Heller in Berlin between the 
two world wars of teaching ma lhashiv 
lapikorus. 
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Such a work for our times will now 
never be written. Nor will the hundreds of 
commentaries that Rav Bulman carried 
around in his head and heart. 

A great loss certainly; a failure no. 
For if Rav Bulman never found the time to 
commit to paper the synthesis of classical 
Torah thought that was uniquely his, it was 
only because he never found it within him 
to hold back his heart from any Jew in 
need. He had heart enough to give to 
everyone but himself. 

He never learned to conserve and 
marshall his strength. As soon as he saw 
the truth, he acted upon it. "Im a Kotzker" 
he said of himself. 

"He was," says Rav Ben Tzion 
Kermaier, who worked closely with Rav 
Bulman in his last years, "the most gallant 
man I ever met. He sallied forth into battle 
without calculating the likelihood of 
success and undeterred by the wounds he 
still bore from previous battles." 

Along the way, there were great 
triumphs. Shortly after his arrival in Eretz 
Yisrael, he took the lead in bringing 
together all the various religious factions to 

combat former Jerusalem Mayor Teddy 
Kolleks plan to build an amphitheater for 
sports on Shabbos on land that is today the 
chareidi neighborhood of Ramat Shlomo. 

Well past midnight on Motzaei 
Shabbos, Jews converged upon Ohr 
Somayach for Rav Bulman’s levaya, some 
traveling for four hours to get there. Soon 
the beis medrash was filled to overflowing, 
and many were forced to stand outside 
where they were unable to hear a word of 
the hespedim. To those who could not hear 
the hespedim, it barely mattered. For they 
gathered in groups, often with old friends 
they had not seen in years, to deliver their 
own hespedim and describe Rav Bulman’s 
impact on their lives. 

They felt little need to have their 
sense of loss aroused by others. For they all 
knew that they would never again merit to 
be touched by someone embodying such a 
combination of mind and heart. 

 

Hamodia newspaper article by Yonason 
Rosenblum 

www.ohr.edu/yhiy/article.php/9 

    

Rav Yitzchok Charif of SamburRav Yitzchok Charif of SamburRav Yitzchok Charif of SamburRav Yitzchok Charif of Sambur,,,,    22227777tttthhhh    of of of of TamTamTamTammuzmuzmuzmuz        
Mechaber of Pnei Yitzchok 

Rav Yitzchok Charif was the son of 
Rav Moshe of Dregatchin, the mechaber of 
Maggid Mishneh on the Mishnas 
Chassidim. 

Rav Yitzchok was known as a Godol 
in both nigleh and nistar. Many of the 
generation’s tzaddikim held him in the 
highest esteem. 

When Rav Yitzchok was appointed 
Rav of Sambur, the non-Jewish ruler of the 
region came to receive his blessing. 

Rav Yitzchok was well respected and 
admired by the members of the kehilla for 
his fatherly love and dedication to all their 
needs. Despite his lofty level of Torah and 

kedusha, Rav Yitzchok was involved in all 
that was happening in the city, and thus 
drew the people close to the Torah. 

Many kehillos wanted to have Rav 
Yitzchok as their Rav. Following the petira 
of Rav Meir Berabi, the kehilla of Pressburg 
sought to appoint Rav Yitzchok as their 
Rav. So as not to delay his decision, they 
sent a K’sav Rabbonus right away to the 
home of the Rosh HaKohol of Sambur. 
Upon receiving the letter, the Rosh 
HaKohol decided not to show it to Rav 
Yitzchok, fearing that he would leave the 
city. When the kehilla of Pressburg did not 
receive any response from Rav Yitzchok, 
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they sent another letter — again to the 
Rosh HaKohol — and again he did not pass 
it on. 

When they realized that Rav 
Yitzchok was not responding, the Pressburg 
kehilla sent a letter to Rav Meshulom Igra, 
and in their letter they related the whole 
issue, that they sent Rav Yitzchok two 
letters, and since he ignored them, they 
were now offering Rav Igra the Rabbonus. 

Rav Meshulom Igra was tempted to 
accept the prestigious Rabbonus of 
Pressburg, but upon hearing that Rav 
Yitzchok had declined, he wanted to 
discuss the matter with him, and hear his 
opinion. He traveled to Sambur to meet 
with Rav Yitzchok. Upon his arrival in 
Sambur, Rav Yitzchok arranged for a lavish 
seuda to be held in honor of the guest, with 
the leaders of the kehilla attending as well. 
During the seuda, Rav Meshulom asked 

Rav Yitzchok why he didn’t accept the 
Rabbonus of Pressburg. Rav Yitzchok 
looked up in amazement and said that he 
had never received such an offer. 

The Rosh HaKohol stood up and 
confessed that he was the one who had 
received — and hidden — the letters, 
explaining that he did not want Rav 
Yitzchok to leave the city. 

Rav Yitzchok ruled that the 
Rabbonus rightfully belonged to Rav 
Meshulom Igra, for he was the one to 
receive the K’sav Rabbonus. 

Rav Yitzchok wrote She’eilos 
U’Teshuvos Pnei Yitzchok and Ho’Elef 
Lecha Shlomo on Shas. 

He was niftar on the 27th of Tammuz 
5593/1833. 

Zecher tzaddik livrachah. 
www.hamodia.com/features/this-day-in-history-27-tammuzjuly-5/ 

    

Rav Shmuel Aharon RubinRav Shmuel Aharon RubinRav Shmuel Aharon RubinRav Shmuel Aharon Rubin, , , , 22227777tttthhhh    of of of of TammuzTammuzTammuzTammuz    
Rav of Kartshin 

Rav Shmuel Aharon Rubin was born 
about 5584/1824. His father was Rav Tzvi 
Elazar, a Dayan in Cracow. He was a 
descendant of (and named after) Rav 
Shmuel Aharon of Kaidonov. 

He learned under Rav Moshe Wolf 
Frenkel, Rav of Pshevorsk and mechaber of 
Meishiv KaHalacha. After his marriage, he 
settled in Brigel where his father-in-law 
lived, and became close to Rav Aryeh 
Lifschitz, the Aryeh D’Bei Ila’i. Following 
the petira of the Aryeh D’Bei Ila’i, he 
traveled to the court of the Divrei Chaim of 
Sanz. 

Rav Shmuel Aharon was also close 
with the leading Poskim of his time, 
especially Rav Yosef Shaul Natansohn, who 
wrote him many halachic responsa and 
gave a warm haskoma to his sefer Bais 
Aharon on Hilchos Gittin. 

In 5625/1865, Rav Shmuel Aharon 
was appointed Rav of Zvarow, and a short 
while later, of Kartshin. The Divrei Chaim, 
together with Rav Tzvi Hirsch of Rimanov, 
wrote a letter to the kehilla of Kartshin in 
praise of their new Rav. 

Rav Shmuel Aharon wrote several 
seforim: Bais Aharon on Gittin; Haggada 
Shel Pesach Lachma Anya; a commentary 
on P’sikta Rabbosi; She’eilos U’Teshuvos 
Shem Olom; Droshos Bais Aharon and 
others. 

He was niftar on the 27th of 
Tammuz, 5637/1877, in Karlsbad, and 
buried in Cracow, near the kever of his 
father. 

Zecher tzaddik livrachah. 
www.hamodia.com/features/day-history-27-tammuzjuly-25/ 
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Rav Shmuel RozovskyRav Shmuel RozovskyRav Shmuel RozovskyRav Shmuel Rozovsky,,,,    22227777tttthhhh    of of of of TammuzTammuzTammuzTammuz    
Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Ponovezh 

Rav Shmuel was born in Grodna to 
Rav Michel Dovid (Rav of Grodna for forty 
years) and Sarah Pearl, daughter of Rav 
Avrohom Gelburd, who had served as 
Grodna's previous Rav for almost fifty 
years. At a very young age, he began to 
study in the Sha’ar HaTorah Yeshiva of 
Grodna, under Rav Shimon Shkop, 
eventually becoming his talmid muvhok. In 
1935, his father was niftar, and the Gedolei 
Torah urged Rav Shmuel to succeed him. 
However, he was drafted into the Russian 
army and moved to Eretz Yisrael. There, he 
began studying in the Lomza Yeshiva in 
Petach Tikva.  

In 1944, Rav Yosef Shlomo 
Kahaneman opened the Ponovezh Yeshiva 
and chose Rav Shmuel, only thirty years 
old at the time, to head the Yeshiva. Later 
on, he was joined by Rav Dovid Povarsky 
and Rav Elazar Menachem Man Shach. 
Subsequently, he was asked by Rav 
Kahaneman to head the newly founded 
Grodna Yeshiva in Ashdod. 

(Dovid Bernstein - Matzav.com Newscenter) 

www.matzav.com/rav-shmuel-rozovsky-ztl-on-his-yahrtzeit-today     

 

Some Shidduch Questions from Rav 
Shmuel Rozovsky 

One day, a Yid from Yerushalayim 
traveled to Bnei Brak to ask the legendary 
Rosh Yeshiva of Ponevezh, Rav Shmuel 
Rozovsky, about a boy in the Yeshiva for 
his daughter who reached eligible age. 

He asked the Rosh Yeshiva how 
many hours a day the boy learned. Was he 
punctual in arriving to Seder and did he 
spend his time diligently. Did he come to 
davening on time and did he actively 
participate in Shiur. Did he ask relevant 
questions and did he understand the 
answers. 

After receiving a favorable report to 

his questions he thanked Rav Shmuel for 
his time and began to leave. At that point 
Rav Shmuel in his gentle and noble manner 
turned to father and said, until now you 
asked me questions, is it okay if I ask you 
some questions? The father agreed. 

It seems to me that you are 
inquiring about the boy for your daughter 
and you seem happy with the report I gave 
you. You obviously think that all your 
daughter needs to know is whether he 
comes on time and he is a Lamdan. 
However it is entirely possible that your 
daughter would like to know if he is a 
mentch. 

It would seem fitting that you ask 
me, how often does he brush his teeth? Is 
he pleasant to sit near? How does he 
behave in the dining room? Does he arrive 
first to the dining room and take the 
biggest portion, or does he linger after 
Mincha for a few minutes to learn with a 
Chavrusa and eat whatever portion is left? 

What does he do when the pitcher is 
empty on the table, does he sit patiently 
waiting for someone else to fill it up for him 
or does he run to fill it up himself? Does he 
occasionally go into the kitchen to thank 
the staff for preparing the food? Does he 
eat the food even if he doesn't like it and 
thank them graciously for preparing it or 
does he just go to the nearby kiosk to buy 
something he likes? 

You came to the conclusion that he 
is a masmid, did you ask what he does 
when he finishes learning late at night and 
his roommates are sleeping? Does he take 
off his shoes and tiptoe in so as not to wake 
them or does he walk in noisily? Does he 
make his bed and keep his things neat? 

I think, said Rav Shmuel that you 
need to check these things out. If he is 
spoiled and he arrives home in the 
afternoon and does not like the food your 
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daughter worked hard to prepare, his face 
will crumple in obvious dissatisfaction. Will 
your daughter then be happy that her 
father checked the boy out with the Rosh 
Yeshiva who told him that he knows every 
Ktzos and Rav Akiva Eiger in Bava Basra? 
Will you daughter say, it's true that he has 
no manners and no social skills but I 

respect him anyway because he knows all 
the intricacies of the sugya of the bees and 
the mustard in Bava Basra? 

This was Rav Shmuel's approach to 
finding a fine boy for your daughter.  
www.revach.net/avodah/bnei-bayscha/Some-Shidduch-Questions-

From-Rav-Shmuel-Rozovsky/5098 

    

Rav Moshe TeitelbaumRav Moshe TeitelbaumRav Moshe TeitelbaumRav Moshe Teitelbaum,,,,    22227777tttthhhh    of of of of TammuzTammuzTammuzTammuz     
The Yismach Moshe

Rav Moshe Teitelbaum, known by 
the name of his sefer on Chumash, 
Yismach Moshe, was held in high esteem 
by the Gedolim of his day. "The Gaon 
HaGodol, the pillar and tower, the 
righteous and holy, the Rav of all of Klal 
Yisrael", wrote the Sho'el UMeishiv of 
Lvov. "Moshe Emes V'Soraso Emes" wrote 
Rav Meshulom Igra. The Chasam Sofer 
considered him to be a dear friend and held 
him in the highest esteem. 

The Yismach Moshe was born in 
Premysl in 5519/1759. While the Yismach 
Moshe spread the light of Chassidus to 
Hungary, he was a staunch Misnaged in his 
earlier years. The biography of the Vilna 
Gaon by Rav Menachem Gerlitz tells the 
story how, as a young boy, the Yismach 
Moshe made a journey to see the Gaon in 
Vilna. He was fortunate to be admitted to 
speak to the Gaon and even eat the 
Shabbos seuda with him. The Yismach 
Moshe asked the Vilna Gaon if he could 
remain in Vilna to become his talmid. The 
Vilna Gaon told him to return home 
because Hungary needed him. What the 
Gaon meant is subject to interpretation, 
but surely had he remained in Vilna the 
course of Chassidic history would have 
been altered. 

After his daughter married the 
Aryeh D'Bei Ila'i, Rav Aryeh Leib Lipshitz, 
the Yismach Moshe noticed strange 
behavior by his new son-in-law. When he 
realized that Rav Aryeh Leib was a Chassid, 

he admonished him for his ways. Rav 
Aryeh Leib agreed to give up Chassidus if 
the Yismach Moshe would travel with him 
to visit the Chozeh of Lublin, his Rebbe, 
just once. The rest, as they say, is history. 
The Yismach Moshe not only left his son-
in-law alone, he himself became a Chassid 
of the Chozeh and a Rebbe to thousands, 
with his base in Uyhel, founding the great 
Sighet-Satmar dynasty. 

Aside from the sefer Yismach 
Moshe, his other seforim include Shailos 
U’Tshuvos Heishiv Moshe and Tefilla 
L'Moshe on Tehillim. His descendants 
include his two sons, the Atzei Chaim of 
Sighet and the VaYoel Moshe of Satmar; 
his grandson, the Yetev Lev, as well as the 
Kedushas Yom Tov. The Yismach Moshe 
was niftar on the 28th of Tammuz 
5601/1841.  

Yehi Zichro Boruch. 
www.revach.net/stories/gedolim-biographies/Rav-Moshe-

Teitelbaum-The-Yismach-Moshe-The-Light-Of-All-Of-

Hungary/3942  

 

Choosing a Shidduch – The Mashal of 
the Yismach Moshe for the Aryeh 
Dvei Illai 

As a young adult, Rav Aryeh Leib, 
better known as the famous Aryeh d'Bei 
Ilai, married the daughter of a wealthy man 
from Preimsle. It was agreed that his 
father-in-law would support the young 
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couple indefinitely in order that his 
brilliant son-in-law could study Torah 
undisturbed by the burden of providing for 
a growing family. Unfortunately, it did not 
take long before his daughter grew tired of 
her husband's rigid schedule and lack of 
interest in anything outside of Torah and 
serving Hashem. Her father was a wealthy 
magnate who had connections with 
prominent businessmen and hobnobbed 
with the elite. At the dinner table, he would 
enthral his family with tales of trips to far-
away places and exotic lands, and his 
meetings and dealings with the rich and 
famous. Deep down, she had hoped that 
her husband would one day too be a 
successful businessman in whom she could 
take pride. She began to pester Rav Aryeh 
Leib, asking him when he would be 
finished his studies, so that he could get 
down to the business of building an empire. 
Incredulous, Rav Aryeh Leib told her in no 
uncertain terms that he had no interest in 
empire- building. It became obvious that 
the two were not compatible, and before 
long they were divorced. 

Soon afterwards, a shadchan 
(matchmaker) suggested that perhaps the 
righteous Chana, daughter of the famed 
tzaddik Rav Moshe Teitelbaum, better 
known as the Yismach Moshe, would be an 
appropriate match for Rav Aryeh Leib. The 
Yismach Moshe spent some time getting to 
know Rav Aryeh Leib, and was taken aback 
by the young man's extreme dedication and 
unparalleled brilliance. There was no doubt 
in his mind: He would do anything to 
secure Rav Aryeh Leib as a husband for his 
daughter. He went as far as to tell the 
shadchan that he was willing to obligate 
himself in an unusually generous dowry. 

His wife, when he informed her of 
his plans, was not impressed. "Should our 
daughter take someone else's leftovers? If 
he wasn't good enough for his first wife... 
And a dowry fit for a king to boot! 

"Let me tell you a parable," he said. 
"A simple farmer is plowing his field when 
his plow suddenly grinds to a halt. Upon 
examination, he discovers a wooden chest 
buried in the earth. Perturbed by the delay, 
yet with no choice, he digs out the chest. 
Inside he finds hundreds and hundreds of 
precious gems and jewels. Simpleton that 
he was, he assumes the jewels are seeds, 
and proceeds to soak them in water in 
order to soften them. When they become 
soft he will plant them. To his dismay, the 
"seeds" just don't seem to soften, even after 
many days of soaking. He takes them to a 
neighbour to ask his opinion. His 
neighbour, somewhat brighter than he, 
realizes what the "seeds" really are. 'You 
know," says he, "these seeds are old and 
won't likely bear fruit. Leave them here, 
and I will give you these other seeds 
instead. They are fresh and will give you 
excellent produce!' The simple farmer 
thanks his generous neighbour profusely 
for his help. Both the simple farmer and his 
wily neighbour are thrilled with their 
newfound wealth." 

"If his first in-laws," said Rav Moshe 
to his wife, "were so foolish as to discard 
the jewel they had been given in exchange 
for some simple seeds, should we not have 
the cunning to quickly grab up the jewel 
they've left behind?" 

Since Rav Moshe was not a wealthy 
man, and even after selling most everything 
he had, he still couldn't come up with the 
amount he had promised for the dowry, he 
asked his wife that she sell her jewellery. 
"Chazal say, after all, that one should sell 
everything one has in order to marry his 
daughter to a talmid chacham (Torah 
scholar) [Talmud, Pesachim 49a]! Rest 
assured that this young man is one of the 
future giants of our generation." After 
hearing such an impassioned speech from 
her husband, she did so without hesitation.  

www.torah.org/learning/olas-shabbos/5763/chayeisarah.html 
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RaRaRaRavvvv    Shlomo Shlomo Shlomo Shlomo ((((Yitzchoki) Yitzchoki) Yitzchoki) Yitzchoki) 

Rav Shlomo 
ben Rav Yitzchok 
lived from February 
22, 1040 to July 13, 
1105, 4800 - 4865 in 
the Hebrew 
calendar. 
Interestingly, he was 
thirty-three 
generations from 
Rav Yochanan 
HaSandlar, whose 
yohrzeit is the same day. He was generally 
known as Rashi, and is said to have been a 
descendant of Dovid HaMelech
he himself made no such claim at all. Rashi 
was born in the town of Troyes in northern 
France. His father Yitzchok was a great 
scholar, but very poor. He made a meager 
living from the sale of wine. 

Rashi was still a youngster when he 
left his home town and went to Worms and 
other towns that were known for their great 
Torah scholars. With great zeal Rashi 
learnt Torah and Talmud, and after some 
eight years of ardent study, he returned to 
his home town again. He was then about 
twenty-five years of age, and continued to 
study on his own. Rashi began to write his 
famous commentary on the Tanach and 
Talmud at an early age. The Tanach was 
very difficult to understand properly, and 
the Talmud was even more difficult. Rashi 
decided to write a commentary in sim
language that would make it easy for every 
one to learn and understand the Torah. 

Rashi was elected Rav of his town, 
Troyes, but he did not accept any wages, 
and made his living from the sale of wine, 
like his father used to do.  

On the 29th day of Tammuz, in the 
year 4865, Rashi passed away at 
years of age, and was buried in Troyes. R
Sholom of Belz says that whoever learns 
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is the same day. He was generally 
known as Rashi, and is said to have been a 

HaMelech, although 
he himself made no such claim at all. Rashi 
was born in the town of Troyes in northern 

was a great 
scholar, but very poor. He made a meager 

Rashi was still a youngster when he 
wn and went to Worms and 

other towns that were known for their great 
Torah scholars. With great zeal Rashi 
learnt Torah and Talmud, and after some 
eight years of ardent study, he returned to 
his home town again. He was then about 

and continued to 
study on his own. Rashi began to write his 
famous commentary on the Tanach and 
Talmud at an early age. The Tanach was 
very difficult to understand properly, and 
the Talmud was even more difficult. Rashi 
decided to write a commentary in simple 
language that would make it easy for every 
one to learn and understand the Torah.  

of his town, 
Troyes, but he did not accept any wages, 
and made his living from the sale of wine, 

mmuz, in the 
year 4865, Rashi passed away at sixty-five 
years of age, and was buried in Troyes. Rav 
Sholom of Belz says that whoever learns 

and completes Rashi on the 
week is assured that he will be able to sit in 
the Mesivta of Rashi in Olam 
Rebbe of Pinsk-Karlin told over the 
following story: 

There were a group of students 
traveling to Meron when the car that they 
were travelling in flipped over, causing the 
death of three of them. The 
one of these students was extremel
saddened by the death of his dear friend. 
One night this dead friend came to him in a 
dream and said: “Don’t be sorrowful. 
Remember how we used to learn Chumash 
and Rashi, every week, with great diligence. 
Now, when I came to the Upper World, 
they judged that I should be admitted into 
the chamber of Rashi in Gan Eden, and 
therefore there is no need for you to be in 
sorrow”.  


RASHI (Rav Shlomo Yitzchoki) 

By Nissan Mindel 

Every little child in 
the name. How the Jewish children look 
forward to the happy day when they will 
begin to learn Chumash
very script of Rashi is fascinating! Once 
Chumash with the Rashi
begun, the children know they have 
reached a new milestone on their 
wonderful and enchanting road to 
scholarship and wisdom. 

But who was Rashi
live? Where did he live? How did he live? 
These are some of the questions that many 
children ask themselves when they begin to 
learn Rashi, and these are some of the 
questions that I am going to answer her

"Rashi" is not the full name of that 
great man. It is merely a combination of 
the three Hebrew letters: 
Yud, which stand for Rav Shlomo Yitzchoki
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– Rav Shlomo, the son of Yitzchok. 

Rav Shlomo Yitzchoki, or Rashi as 
he is generally known, was born almost a 
thousand years ago, in the year 4800. He 
lived for sixty-five years. Rashi is said to be 
a descendant of Dovid HaMelech. 

Rashi was born in the town of 
Troyes in France; some people believe he 
was born in Worms. His father Yitzchok 
was a great scholar, but very poor. He made 
a meager living from the sale of wine. 

A wonderful story is told about the 
birth of Rashi: His father, Rav Yitzchok, 
once found a rare diamond. "Now there will 
be no more poverty," he thought, and went 
to sell the precious stone to the local 
jeweler. The jeweler hadn't enough money 
to pay for such a large diamond, and 
suggested to the bishop to buy it. Now, the 
bishop had been looking for such a 
diamond in order to put it on his cross. He 
offered a huge amount of money for it. 
When Rav Yitzchok heard for what purpose 
the bishop wanted the stone, he refused to 
sell it. He knew, however, that if he did not 
sell the stone, it would be taken from him 
forcibly – and so he threw it into the sea. A 
Heavenly Voice then resounded: "For this 
great sacrifice you will be blessed with a 
son who will outshine all the precious 
stones in the world, and the light of his 
Torah will shine forever." The following 
year a son was born to him, and he called 
him Shlomo, saying, “May Hashem grant 
him wisdom like Shlomo HaMelech.” 

[Another legend has it that Rashi’s 
father was granted such a special soul for a 
son because he cleaned the shul (even 
using his beard as a broom)]. 

Rashi was still a youngster when he 
left his hometown for Worms and other 
towns that were known for their great 
Torah scholars. With great zeal Rashi 
learned Torah and Talmud, and after some 
eight years of ardent study, he returned to 
his hometown. He was then about twenty-
five years of age, but he continued to study 

on his own. Soon he became known as a 
very great scholar, and thousands of 
students and scholars flocked to him, to 
learn from him. Rashi was elected Rav of 
his town Troyes, but he did not accept any 
wages, and made his living from the sale of 
wine, like his father had done. 

Rashi began to write his famous 
commentary on the Tanach and Talmud at 
an early age. The Torah was very difficult to 
understand properly, and the Talmud was 
even more difficult. Rashi decided to write 
a commentary in simple language that 
would make it easy for everyone to learn 
and understand the Torah. But Rashi was 
very modest, and even after he had become 
famous far and wide, he hesitated to come 
out into the open with his commentary. He 
wanted to make sure that it would be 
favorably received. So what did he do? He 
wrote his commentaries on slips of 
parchment and set out on a two-year 
journey, visiting the various Torah 
academies of those days. He went 
incognito, never disclosing his identity. 

Rashi came to a Yeshiva and sat 
down to listen to the lecture of the Rosh 
Yeshiva. There came a difficult passage in 
the Talmud, which the Rav struggled to 
explain to his students – but did not 
succeed very well. When Rashi was left 
alone, he took the slip with his 
commentary, in which that passage of the 
Talmud was explained simply and clearly, 
and put it into the Gemora of the head of 
the academy. On the following morning, 
when the Rav opened his Gemora, he found 
a mysterious slip of parchment in which 
the passage of the Talmud was so clearly 
and simply explained that he was amazed. 
He told his students about it, and they all 
decided it must have been sent from 
Heaven. Rashi listened to their praises of 
his commentary and was very happy to 
know how useful it was to the students, but 
he did not say that it was his. And so Rashi 
went on visiting various academies of the 
Torah in various lands and cities, and 
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everywhere he planted his slips of 
commentaries secretly. The way these slips 
were received made Rashi realize more and 
more how needed they were, and he 
continued to write his commentaries on the 
entire Chumash, Novi, and all the 
Masechtos of the vast 'Sea of the Talmud'. 
These "mysterious" slips of parchment 
were copied and widely circulated 
throughout all the academies of the Torah, 
but nobody knew who the author was. 

One time, Rashi was discovered 
planting a slip of his commentary in the 
usual manner, and the secret was out. 
Immediately he was acclaimed by all as the 
great author of that wonderful 
commentary. Rashi's name became known 
throughout the world. In every Yeshiva, in 
every Torah school, Rashi's commentary 
was used by young and old, and he opened 
the eyes of all the Torah scholars. No other 
Rav or commentator gained so much 
popularity as Rashi. There are very few 
Chumoshim or Gemoras printed without 
Rashi, and the study of the Torah and 
Talmud is now almost unthinkable without 
the aid of Rashi's explanation. 

Rashi had no sons, but he had 
several daughters: some say two; others say 
three. 

His sons-in-law and grandchildren 
were famous scholars and commentators of 
the Torah and Talmud. One of his 
grandsons was Rabbeinu Tam; another was 
Rashbam (Rav Shmuel ben Meir). Rashi's 
grandsons and talmidim were the authors 
of the Tosafos known to all students of the 
Talmud. 

In the last years of his life Rashi 
lived to see troubled times. It was the time 
of the Crusades, when thousands of Jews 
were massacred by wild mobs that wiped 
out whole communities on their way. 
Rashi's heart was broken and full of sorrow 
about the plight of his unfortunate 
brethren, and he wrote piyutim, some of 
which have become part of our tefillos 
(especially in the selichos). 

In his old age, Rashi's health failed 
him. He was weak and ailing and could no 
longer write. His daughter then acted as his 
secretary, and he dictated to her his 
answers to the many queries that used to 
come to him from the greatest scholars of 
his time.  

On the 29th of Tammuz, in the year 
4865, Rashi was niftar. Rashi, however, 
continues to live through his works which 
are studied by all students of Talmudei 
Torah and Yeshivos, and by adult scholars 
too. 

For hundreds of years there stood 
the ancient Beis Medrash in Worms in 
which Rashi used to learn. In it stood the 
ancient stone chair upon which he used to 
sit. Many people would come and look with 
awe upon these ancient relics. But in the 
beginning of the month of Teves in the year 
5698 (1937) some vandals set it on fire and 
destroyed it. 

www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/111831/jewish/Rabbi-

Shlomo- Yitzchoki-Rashi.htm  

 

Additional notes on Rashi 

Tradition ascribes Rashi’s descent 
from the Davidic dynasty as follows: Rashi 
was the grandson of Rav Elyakim, who was 
the thirty-first generation from Rav 
Yochanan HaSandlar, who was the fourth 
generation from Rav Gamliel HaZaken (the 
Elder), who was the son of Rav Shimon 
HaNasi, who was the son of Hillel 
HaZaken, who was from the descendants of 
Shefatia, the son of Dovid HaMelech. 

Rashi studied under Rav Yaakov ben 
Yakar, Rav Yitzchok HaLevi and Rav 
Yitzchok ben Yehuda, who were disciples of 
Rabbeinu Gershom. 

Beside his commentary, Rashi was 
the legal expert to whom questions were 
sent from all over Europe. His answers 
which are cited in the contemporary Jewish 
legal literature as coming from his 
rabbinical academy (Sifrei D’Bei Rashi) are 
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included in Machzor Vitry (the e
European Jewish prayer book), 
Ha’Ora, Issur V’Heter L’Rashi and others.

Rashi script was widely used in 
Spain during the Middle Ages. It was used 
to distinguish between the Biblical text, 
and Rashi’s commentary but it seems that 
Rashi never used it. 

Although Rashi’s commentary is 
considered as addressing the literal level of 
the text, no less than two hundred 
commentaries were written on it. The more 
well-known ones were written by the 
Maharal of Prague (Gur Aryeh
Eliyahu Mizrachi (HaRe'em), Rav Avrohom 
HaLevi Bakrat (Sefer Zikaron) and Rav 
Dovid Pardo (Maskil L’Dovid). 

www.hidabroot.org/en/article/91611

Rabbi Shlomo  Yitzchoki – Rashi (4800-4865) By Nissan Mindel 

Published and copyrighted by Kehot Publication Society

www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/111831/jewish/Rabbi

Shlomo- Yitzchok

 

The House of Rashi 

The foundations of Ashkenazic 
Jewry in Western Europe, and later 
Eastern Europe, are really essentially the 
story of one family: the family of 
Many scholarly and more popular books, 
articles, treatises and biographies have 
been written about this giant of the ages. 
Yet to a great extent he remains elusive, 
almost mysterious in his role as the teacher 
of Bnei Yisrael. 

Still, if there is anyone in Jewish life 
that has achieved immortality, it is 
No Jew who studies the Torah
Talmud does so without Rashi. Rashi
guiding hand, the gentle teacher, the 
unobtrusive commentator who simplifies, 
explains and inspires all who study 

Rashi was a vinter; he was involved 
in the growing of grapes and the 
manufacture and sale of wine. Even a 
cursory review of his commentaries will 
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reveal his immense knowledge and 
intellectual curiosity regarding not only 
Talmudic traditions, but all fields of human 
life and nature, including agriculture, 
animal husbandry, tool making, 
commercial law and transactions, anatomy, 
astronomy, botany, rudimentary medicine 
and mathematics. 

The establishment of the Jewish 
community 
in France 
and 
Germany in 
the 11th 
century is 
nothing 
short of 
miraculous. 
There probably were only 5
Ashkenazic Jews in the world at that time. 
(The majority of Jews lived in Spain, North 
Africa, Babylon and the land of 
Yisrael.) France, which was the leading 
country of Christian Europe, w
beset by many internal dissentions, mini
civil wars and the inability to form a strong 
and lasting government. Due to the lack of 
a strong central government, the Jews were 
always subject to the whims of the local 
warlords. In this fanatical, int
hostile Christian environment 
up. 

Despite of all of these obstacles, 
Rashi became Rashi 
community in France built the foundation 
of all future Ashkenazic Jewry.


Three Legends 

Legends need not be true to 
characterize a person. Even if they are not 
literally true in all their details they paint a 
picture of the person and the times. Among 
the legends about Rashi three stand out. In 
truth, Rashi is a person of such 
commanding stature 
accomplished is so beyond 
that it is difficult to speak of him any 
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objective or historical terms. Therefore, 
these legends are as good as any place to 
begin to get the picture of who he was. 

The first legend has to do with his 
mother. While she was pregnant with Rashi 
she visited the city of Worms. One day she 
was walking down a narrow alleyway when 
a French knight on a horse galloped 
through the street. He was about to ride 
over her when she flattened herself against 
the stone wall. Inexplicably, a niche opened 
in the wall and she was saved. [This 
indentation can still be seen today]. 

The second legend addresses the 
question: What merit did the parents of 
Rashi have to give birth to such a child? 
Rashi’s father was a dealer in precious 
stones, which was an unusual profession 
for a Jew at that time. He had in his 
possession a particular stone that was well-
known in the community of Troyes. One 
day the church nobleman told him that 
they wanted to purchase the stone and put 
it in a crown or crucifix that would be used 
in the church services. Rather than 
declining their offer, he denied having it. 
When they came to search his home they 
could not find it… for he had thrown it 
away in the river. That act of monetary 
sacrifice was the merit that earned him a 
child like Rashi. 

The third legend has several 
versions. One has to do with Godfrey of 
Boullion, the leader of the French knights 
in the First Crusade. He stopped in Troyes 
on the way to the Holy Land and asked 
Rashi if he would be successful. Rashi told 
him that initially he would capture 
Yerushalayim from the Muslims, but after a 
period of time the Christians would be 
driven from Yerushalayim and he would 
return to France with only three horses. 
Godfrey told him that if he came back with 
even four horses he would personally 
destroy the Jewish community and kill 
Rashi. The Crusade went just as Rashi 
predicted, but Godfrey remembered the 
prediction and made sure that, if nothing 

else, he returned with four horses. And 
indeed he did. However, as he crossed 
under the arch of the city the keystone of 
the arch collapsed and one of the horses 
was killed. 

These legends emphasize the 
supernatural and paint Rashi as a miracle 
worker. However, the greatest miracle was 
Rashi’s accomplishments. That is the first 
thing that needs to be understood. There is 
no legend greater than Rashi himself. The 
legends surrounding him are rooted in the 
genuine admiration the man and his 
monumental accomplishments. 

 

The Kuntrus 

When Rashi was a young man, he 
left Troyes and traveled to Worms (that is 
why today there is a famous Rashi chapel in 
Worms) to attend the great yeshiva headed 
by Rav Yaakov ben Yakar, a disciple of the 
great Rabbeinu Gershom, the founder of 
Ashkenazic Jewry. After the petira of Rav 
Yaakov ben Yakar, Rashi studied under a 
great scholar who was a student of the 
great Babylonian scholar, Rabbeinu Hai 
Gaon. In short, Rashi inherited the 
traditions of the two great streams of Torah 
knowledge: Ashkenazic and Babylonian 
Jewry. 

When Rav Yaakov was niftar in 
1064, Rashi continued learning in Worms 
for another year and then moved to Mainz. 
By the time Rashi entered the yeshiva in 
Mainz, it had existed for sixty-five years. 
Over those years, a general notebook had 
been composed – the work of three 
generations of students, called the Kuntres 
Mainz (Notebook of Mainz). But whereas 
many of the other students adopted the 
notebook whole, Rashi sought to improve 
it. From his youth until his last day, he kept 
rewriting, erasing, and adding words to it. 
That perfectionism is the hallmark of his 
supreme intellectual honesty. [In fact, 
before he was niftar – he commented to his 
daughter that if he had to write the 



40 � Pinchas / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

commentary again, he would’ve used half 
the words]. 

Rashi apparently studied close to 
fifteen years in Worms and Mainz before 
returning to Troyes. He returned with 
notebooks full of glosses, and from those 
notebooks he developed his commentary. 
In his humility, Rashi distributed his first 
draft of his commentary to the Talmud 
anonymously under the simple title of 
Kuntrus. In later generations, Rashi 
himself would be referred to as Kuntrus. 

 

The House of Rashi 

While in the academy in Worms-
Mainz, Rashi married. He had two 
daughters, Miriam and Yocheved. There is 
legend that Rashi had a third daughter, 
Rachel. However, most current scholars 
discount the possibility of Rashi having a 
third daughter. 

Rashi treated his daughters as sons 
in some ways. It was known that they wore 
tefillin. He taught them Torah in an age 
when most women were completely and 
functionally illiterate. His daughters helped 
Rashi in his transcription and editing of his 
commentaries and even offered 
independent opinions of their own on 
Torah and halachic matters. 

Rashi was especially close to his 
grandsons, and his oldest grandson, Rav 
Shmuel ben Meir (Rashbam), completed 
Rashi’s third edition commentary to some 
of the tractates of the Talmud after the 
petira of his grandfather. Rashi’s youngest 
grandson, Ravi Yaakov ben Meir (Rabbeinu 
Tam) was yet a child when Rashi was 
niftar, but Rashi had a profound influence 
on him. Rav Yaakov was an exacting critic 
of Rashi in many areas of commentary — 
and at the same time he was his staunchest 
defender against the criticism of outsiders. 
He felt that only relatives had the right to 
critique Rashi or have a different halachic 
opinion. 

Rashi’s family and descendants were 
known as The House of Rashi and it was 
deemed a great honor in all later 
generations to somehow be associated with 
that house. 

 

Talmudic Commentary 

The primary rule of thumb that 
Rashi adhered to in all his commentaries 
was: “A person should always teach in the 
most concise fashion.” 

If not for Rashi, the Talmud would 
be virtually a sealed book. It does not have 
punctuation and is written in a sixth 
century Aramaic dialect. Due to its 
difficulty, the Talmud was not a book of the 
masses. The man who opened it to a much 
wider audience was Rashi. 

Rashi occupies a unique place in the 
Jewish world, on par with Moshe 
Rabbeinu. Rashi is every Jew’s 
kindergarten teacher. When little children 
learn his commentary on the Chumash for 
the first time, it makes perfect sense to 
them.  

Then, as they graduate to Talmud, 
Rashi takes them by the hand and leads 
them through that vast sea of 
unpunctuated words, telling them, “The 
sentence ends here. This is what it means. 
This is the question. This is the answer.” So 
as a Jew grows older and hopefully wiser, 
he realizes that Rashi was not only his 
kindergarten teacher, but he signed our 
PhD. 

Rashi’s love of people shines 
through every word. There is not one 
denigrating word in his entire commentary, 
which is an extraordinary accomplishment. 
He never criticizes others even when he 
disagrees with their explanations and 
decisions.  

Rashi is not vindictive even toward 
Jews who left Judaism. He repeated over 
and over that “a Jew that has sinned is still 
a Jew.” He allows for the terrible pressures 
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that the medieval Church placed on Jews to 
convert. Rashi states that “in our exile we 
are not independent; we must engage in 
commerce with the non-Jewish society 
since our living income is from them. And 
we are justly in fear of them [and cannot 
provoke them].” 

 

Commentary to the Bible 

Perhaps Rashi’s greatest legacy to 
later generations is his commentary to the 
written Torah itself. Rashi made the Torah 
accessible to everybody – from the smallest 
child to the greatest scholar. The entire 
Torah exists in Rashi’s commentary to the 
Bible, including all the morals, ethics, 
commandments, explanations and the 
entire basis for the Talmud and Oral Law. 
Each person draws out of it what he needs 
on his level, whether he is kindergarten or 
has achieved the highest levels of 
scholarship. 

Rashi’s commentary is also 
interspersed with Talmudic legends, which 
are our bridge to Biblical times. With all 
due respect to archaeologists and their 
attempt to open a window to life back then, 
they may uncover genuine artifacts, but 
they haven’t got a clue as to what the 
Jewish people were like. A Jew does not 
feel a connection to Dovid HaMelech by 
seeing his sword in the Israel Museum. A 
Jew connects to Dovid HaMelech through 
the stories of the Bible, and those stories 
come to life through the Talmudic stories 
cited by Rashi. 

For nine-hundred years all Jews, 

from early childhood to mature scholarly 
maturity, have studied with love, awe and 
faithfulness the Torah with Rashi’s 
commentary. The phrases in that 
commentary have entered the everyday 
language and speech of Jews everywhere. 
His words and insights remain as fresh and 
vital and relevant today as they were on the 
day that they were written. 

 

Amidst the First Crusade 

In 1096, toward the end of his life, 
Rashi witnessed the horrors and massacres 
of the First Crusade. His mentors and 
colleagues in Speyers, Worms and Mainz 
were slaughtered and the great yeshiva of 
Rabbeinu Gershom disappeared. Yet he 
writes as though he’s sitting in the middle 
of paradise without a worry in the world 
except the simple meaning of the text. 

Through the efforts of the local 
bishop, whom Rashi knew and befriended, 
the Jewish community of Troyes was 
spared the ravages of that Crusade. 
However, he mourned the fate of French 
Jewry, correctly sensing that within two 
centuries it would cease to exist because of 
continuing pogroms and eventual 
expulsions. 

At his petira in 1105, the Jewish 
community in France would begin to 
decline, though his descendants and 
students would yet continue his 
monumental teachings of Torah in France 
well into the thirteenth century. 

www.jewishhistory.org/the-house-of-rashi/

    

Rav Aharon HalberstamRav Aharon HalberstamRav Aharon HalberstamRav Aharon Halberstam,,,,    1111sssstttt    ooooffff    AAAAvvvv    
Rav of Sanz, son of the Divrei Chaim 

Rav Aharon Halberstam was born in 
5586/1826, in Rudnick. His father was Rav 
Chaim, the Divrei Chaim of Sanz. 

He was a talmid of his father, and 
would also travel to the courts of other 
leading Rebbes, among them Rav Tzvi 
Hirsh of Rimanov, Rav Dovid of Tolna, the 
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Sar Sholom of Belz and Rav Avrohom of 
Trisk. 

Rav Aharon married the daughter of 
the nogid Rav Yaakov Weinberger of 
Dukla. 

In 5617/1857, Rav Aharon was 
appointed Rav in the city of Sanz. 

Following his father’s petira (25th of 
Nissan 5636/1876), Rav Aharon was the 
only son who was not appointed Rebbe. He 
refused to accept the Chassidim who came 
to his house. 

During his tenure as Rav, Rav 
Aharon applied a cherem against one of the 
residents of the city, who refused to accept 
the ruling of his Beis Din. This incident led 
to Rav Aharon being imprisoned for six 
weeks. 

Rav Aharon wrote down many 

chiddushei Torah, but shortly before his 
passing, he burned all his manuscripts. 

After taking ill, Rav Aharon traveled 
to Vienna to meet with doctors. He was 
niftar as he made his way home, on Rosh 
Chodesh Av 5663/1903, at age seventy-
seven. He was buried in the ohel with his 
father, in Sanz. 

Rav Aharon’s sons were Rav Shmuel 
Shmelke; Rav Shalom, who served as Rav 
in Pikli and Sanz; and Rav Aryeh Leibish of 
Sanz-Gribov. His son-in-law was Rav 
Moshe Halberstam of Bardiov. 

Some of his Divrei Torah were 
published in Megged Eretz, by Rav Aharon 
Halberstam of Biale-Bilitz (a great-
nephew) and in other seforim as well. 

Zecher tzaddik livrachah. 
www.hamodia.com/features/this-day-in-history-1-avjuly-8/ 

    

Rav Yaakov Moshe ShurkinRav Yaakov Moshe ShurkinRav Yaakov Moshe ShurkinRav Yaakov Moshe Shurkin,,,,    1111sssstttt    ooooffff    AAAAvvvv    
Rosh Mesivta of Rabbeinu Chaim Berlin 

Rav Yaakov Moshe Shurkin was the 
younger son of Rav Michel Zalman, born in 
5662/1902. He was born in Podobranka, a 
small village deep in White Russia. His 
original surname was Shur, which was later 
changed, most likely to evade the Russian 
military draft. 

He was descended from a prominent 
Chabad family in Podobranka. His 
maternal grandfather was Rav Zalman 
Freidin, son-in-law of Rav Zalman Chaikin 
of Podobranka. 

Rav Levi Yitzchok Schneerson was 
also a grandson of Rav Zalman Chaikin; he 
and Rav Yaakov Moshe’s mother were first 
cousins. His son, the Lubavitcher Rebbe, 
and Rav Yaakov Moshe, were second 
cousins. 

When Yaakov Moshe became bar 
mitzva, Rav Michel Zalman was suddenly 
niftar. Now a young orphan, Rav Yaakov 
Moshe decided to go to Radin, where he 

learned with extraordinary hasmada under 
the Chofetz Chaim for the next fifteen 
years. During his years in Yeshiva, his 
mother also passed away. 

Rav Yaakov Moshe was zocheh to be 
one of those who took part in the tahara of 
the Chofetz Chaim. Many years later Rav 
Mendel Zaks, son-in-law of the Chofetz 
Chaim and Rosh Yeshiva in Radin, wrote 
the nusach for the matzeiva of Rav 
Shurkin. 

In 5693/1933, Rav Yaakov Moshe 
tried to leave Europe and go to America, 
but he couldn’t get the right papers, so he 
went first to Eretz Yisrael. In Yerushalayim, 
he became close with Rav Isser Zalman 
Meltzer. 

Two years later, he went on to 
America. There, he married the daughter of 
Rav Yaakov Kantorovich. Rav Yaakov, an 
uncle of Rav Moshe Feinstein, had been 
Rav of Timkavitch in Russia. When the 
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communists took over, all Rabbonim were 
in danger. Rav Yaakov and Rav Moshe 
escaped to America, and Rav Kantorovich 
became a Rav in Trenton, New Jersey. He 
authored Tzilusa DeShmaatsa on the Shev 
Shmaatsa, Chiddushei HaGra and other 
seforim. At his petira he was buried in 
Trenton; later, with a psak from his 
nephew Rav Moshe, the aron was moved to 
Chelkas HaRabbonim in Beit Shemesh. 

Rav Yaakov Moshe was a Rosh 
Mesivta in Yeshiva U’Mesivta Rabbeinu 
Chaim Berlin from its founding in 

5698/1938 until he was niftar on Rosh 
Chodesh Av 5723/1963, at sixty-two. He 
was buried in Beth David cemetery in 
Elmont, Long Island. 

Several volumes of his shiurim on 
masechtos have been published as Shiurei 
Rav Yaakov Moshe. 

His son, Rav Michel, shlit’a, is a 
Rosh Yeshiva in Toras Moshe in 
Yerushalayim. 

Zecher tzaddik livrachah. 
www.hamodia.com/features/day-history-1-avjuly-28

    

Aharon HaKohenAharon HaKohenAharon HaKohenAharon HaKohen,,,,    1111sssstttt    ooooffff    AAAAvvvv    

Born: Egypt, 1406 BCE. / Niftar: Hor 
HaHar, 1283 BCE.  

Prophet, brother of Moshe Rabbeinu and 
Miriam the Prophetess, the first Kohen 
Gadol (High Priest). The chariot for the 
Sephirah of Hod.   

The Arizal says that Aharon 
HaKohen, was Haran (brother of Avraham 
Avinu) in his previous life. Haran (same 
letters as Aharon, without the Alef) had to 
correct an element of idol worship 
committed by Adam, but he failed. As 
Aharon he should have also sacrificed his 
life, like Chur ben Miriam did, in order to 
stop the sin of the Golden Calf from taking 
place, in order to do a correction 
concerning idol worship. Mistakenly, he 
thought that Chur's death accomplished 
that. (Sha'ar HaGilgulim page 95, 114)  

Though all of his intentions had 
been pure, trying only to hold off the Erev 
Rav (Mixed Multitude) long enough to give 
Moshe a chance to return to the camp and 
restore order, still, it had been his hand 
that had worked the gold. Aharon HaKohen 
was punished for his mistake, to lose all his 
four sons. Moshe prayed for him and 
succeeded in saving two of them. 

Aharon was later reincarnated as 
Yaabetz HaShofet (another name for 

Othniel ben Kenaz), he returned again as 
Tula ben Puah HaShofet, he reincarnated 
again in Shmuel HaNavi (Samuel the 
Prophet), reincarnated again in Aviyah son 
of King Yerovam, reincarnated again in 
Uriah HaKohen (who was killed by King 
Yehoyakim, and by that was atoned for 
having to be killed in the Golden Calf 
incident) and reincarnated again in 
Zechariah HaNavi. (Shaar HaGilgulim, 
Hakdama 33). 

Aharon's wife Elisheva was later 
reincarnated as Batsheva, the soul mate of 
Dovid HaMelech.  

(Kisvei HaAri - Shaar HaPsukim, Shmuel 
II) 

� Three good leaders arose for Bnei 
Yisrael, Moshe, Aharon, and Miriam 
(Ta'anis 9a); 

� There were seventy small courts 
over which Aharon was appointed 
(Zohar 3:20:1); 

� The merit of Moshe and Aharon was 
enough to redeem Bnei Yisrael 
(Shemos Rabbah 15:3); 

� Not all are answered when they fall 
on their faces in prayer, and not all 
when they rend their garments. 
Moshe and Aharon were answered 
when they fell on their faces, as it is 
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written, Moshe and Aharon fell on 
their faces (Bamidbar 14:5), and 
whereas Yehoshua and Calev were 
answered when they rent their 
garments (Ta'anis 14b); 

� He loved peace and pursued it, loved 
people and drew them close to the 
Torah (Avos 1:12); 

� Aharon never said to a man or 
woman, "You have sinned". Moshe, 
however, rebuked them (Sifra 
Shemini 1). When Aharon went on 
his way and a wicked person 
encountered him, Aaron greeted 
him. The next day, that man wanted 
to commit a sin, but thought, "Woe 
is to me! How will I raise my eyes 
afterwards and look at Aharon? I am 
ashamed before him, for he greeted 
me" (Avos d' Rav Nasan 12:3). 

When two people quarreled Aharon 
went and sat down with one of them and 
said to him, "My son, know that your friend 
has said, 'I am ashamed before him 
because I have sinned against him.' "Aaron 
would sit with him until he had dispelled 
the ill feeling from his heart. Then Aaron 
would go and sit with the other one and say 
to him, "Know that your friend is saying, 
'Woe is to me! How shall I raise my eyes 
and look at my friend? I am ashamed 
before him because I have sinned against 
him.' "Aharon would sit with him until he 
had dispelled the ill feeling from his heart. 
When the two friends later met, they 
embraced and kissed each other (ibid. 

12:3); 

� There were thousands in Bnei 
Yisrael who were called by the name 
of Aharon, for if not for Aharon, they 
would not have come into the world. 
Aharon made peace between 
husband and wife so that they came 
together, and they named the child 
that was born after him (ibid. 12:3); 

� Aharon tied a rope of iron about his 
waist and went around to all the 
houses of Bnei Yisrael. To whoever 
was ignorant he taught Krias Shema 
and prayer, and whoever could not 
learn Torah he taught Torah (Tanna 
d'Bei Eliyahu Rabbah, ed. Meir Ish 
Shalom); 

� When Moshe spoke, Aharon would 
bend his ear to listen in awe, and 
Scripture considers it as if he heard 
directly from the Holy One, Blessed 
is He (Mechilta Bo 3). 

In one year three righteous people 
were niftar – Moshe, Aharon, and Miriam. 
Three precious gifts that had been given 
through them were canceled: the manna, 
which was in the merit of Moshe, the pillar 
of cloud, which was in the merit of Aharon, 
and the well, which was in the merit of 
Miriam. All of them were removed in the 
same month (Sifri Devarim 305). 

May the merit of the tzaddik Aharon 
HaKohen protect us all, Amen. 

www.rabbishimon.com/tzadikim/showz.php?p=aharon.htm

    

Rav Shlomo HalberstamRav Shlomo HalberstamRav Shlomo HalberstamRav Shlomo Halberstam,,,,    1111sssstttt    ooooffff    AAAAvvvv    
Bobover Rebbe  

Remembering the Bobover Rebbe: 2 
Articles (Edited for Length) 

Rav Shlomo Halberstam, the 
Tzaddik that rebuild the Chassidic sect of 
Bobov, and made it again into a dynasty 
after World War II. He saw a world in its 

devastation and presided over its 
renaissance, teaching the new generation 
the lessons that had sustained the old. “He 
never forgot where he came from, never 
accepted the American way,” recalls one of 
his chassidim. 
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“Someone once said something that 
he disagreed with, and he argued 
vehemently. ‘How can you exress such an 
opinion? It must be because you grew up 
here, in the land of Coca-Cola! How can 
you understand the way things ought to 
be?’ ” 

He strove to 
create a Bobov that 
would match the Bobov 
that had been 
destroyed, working 
assiduously to build  , 
that his father would 
have been proud of. He 
once jokingly 
commented that “I 
strive to preserve my 
father’s minhagim, but I do have one 
tradition that I haven’t received from my 
father: my father never owed millions of 
dollars for his mosdos." 

“When I close my eyes and try to 
relive the image of my father, it is definitely 
the enthusiasm and bren that comes to 
mind,” said Rebbetzin Sara Meislish, 
daughter of Rav Shlomo Halberstam, the 
previous Bobover Rebbe. “It was a privilege 
for him to do a mitzvah. He lived from 
mitzvah to mitzvah.” 

Rav Halberstam lost his wife and 
most of his children during the Holocaust. 
Yet when he came to America with his 
eldest son, Rav Naftuli, to rebuild his life 
and the life of Bobover Chassidus, his 
dedication to mitzvos never wavered. 
“Whether he was lighting Chanukah licht, 
baking matzos on Erev Pesach or shaking a 
lulav and esrog on Succos, thousands of 
people were inspired,” she recalled. The 
Jewish Observer wrote: ‘His simcha and 
fervor were the same whether he was 
making Kiddush before thousands of 
people or at his own table with two guests.’ 

“Once, when he was in his eighties, 
he was in Florida for a vacation and had to 
have a cataract removed. Never had he had 
any medical procedure done on him, and 

he was frightened. My sister flew down to 
be with him. The doctor saw his fear and 
said, ‘Rebbe, don’t worry. I’ve been doing 
this operation for so many years that I can 
do it with my eyes closed.’ 

“My father turned to my sister and 
his gabbai and said, ‘Did you hear that? 
I’ve been putting on tefillin for seventy-two 
years, and I still can’t do it with my eyes 
closed.’ Each time he put them on, it was 
like the first time.” 

Rebbetzin Meislish also described 
her father’s love for the mitzvah of tzedaka, 
which had him give away hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in charity. He taught 
her the proper use of money at a young age. 
Once he took her to the home of a wealthy 
benefactor. “Ooh, Tatte, what a house,” the 
little girl whispered admiringly. “Does it 
help?” the Rebbe replied. “Does it help our 
avodas Hashem? The Eibishter should 
save me, my children, my grandchildren 
and all our generations from such a house!” 

The Bobover Rebbe miraculously 
survived the horrors of the Holocaust. He 
was confronted with death on many 
occasions, and was prepared to sanctify 
Hashem’s Name with his own death. He 
experienced obvious miracles which could 
fill volumes, teaching how the hand of 
Hashgocho accompanied him throughout 
the entire Holocaust, helping him renew 
the Bobover dynasty after the war. 

An astounding chapter of his life 
during the Holocaust focuses on his rescue 
of Jewish children. In superhuman ways, 
with enormous mesiras nefesh, he saved 
Jewish lives, hiding people at the risk of his 
own life. 

Once the Rebbe was caught along 
with his son, Rav Naftoli, and was certain 
that he they would be killed in the morning. 
He approached his beloved son, and with 
einayim kedoshos welling with tears, he 
said: “Naftoli, my dear son, know that the 
body of a Jew is corporeal—dust from the 
earth. Man can be killed, but his soul is 
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eternal, and no murderer or evildoer in the 
world can harm the soul. 

“Today, Naftoli, I am your father 
and you, my son, can still fulfill the 
mitzvah of kibbud ov, which is one of the 
most stringent laws in the Torah. 
Tomorrow, apparently, both of us will be 
sacred souls in Shomayim. My son, how 
great is the merit of a Jewish soul that 
fulfills the mitzvah of, ‘I shall be sanctified 
among Bnei Yisrael.’ Tomorrow, if such is 
the will of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, both of us 
will merit fulfilling the mitzvah of 
‘Venikdashti Besoch Bnei Yisrael. 
Tomorrow we will fulfill this great mitzvah. 
In these last minutes of our lives I have one 
request of you, my son. I want you to fulfill 
yet another mitzvah of kibbud ov vo’eim 
before they kill me. I want Naftoli to obey 
me. Do you promise to obey me?” 

“Yes, my father,” Naftoli answered, 
and the Bobover Rebbe continued: “Naftoli, 
my dear one, recall Simchas Torah in 
Bobov and the tremendous simcha we felt 
when we danced during hakofos with the 
Torah in our hands, or the simcha of the 
baking of matzos on erev Pesach, and all of 
the simcha with which a Jew should 
observe every single mitzvah, especially 
that of kiddush Hashem. We have only a 
few more hours in which to live—a few 
more hours until morning. The only 
mitzvah we can still fulfill is that of kiddush 
Hashem with all our heart. The murderers 
will torture me with bitter and harsh 
torments because they will want to know 
the identities of the smugglers and those 
who make counterfeit affidavits. I won’t say 
a thing. I will only shout ‘Shema Yisrael 
Hashem Elokeinu Hashem Echod’ until my 
soul departs from my body. When you see 
my tremendous suffering, don’t pay 
attention to it. Just shout, ‘Shema Yisrael’ 
too, and don’t fear anything in the world. 
Strengthen yourself and don’t cry then, 
because if you cry you might confuse me at 
this great, sacred moment. Naftoli, that is 
my final request to you. Will you listen to 

me?” 

Naftoli burst into uncontrolled tears, 
and in a choked voice said: “Tatte, I will 
ask the murderers to kill me first, because I 
surely won’t be able to watch you suffer.” 

They prepared themselves for the 
mitzvah of kiddush Hashem. On the way to 
the scaffold they were saved at the last 
moment, and returned to the camp in 
Bochnia. 

A Hungarian affidavit in hand, the 
Admor managed to escape from the camp, 
and in roundabout ways he reached Kashoi 
and Budapest. After the Nazi Invasion, he 
went on to Grosswardein. During the days 
of wrath he truly drank the bitter cup until 
its last dregs, losing his wife and two of his 
children. 

When he reached Romania he, 
together with a representative of the Red 
Armada headed by a Jew disguised as a 
priest, made valiant efforts to save Jews. 
They helped save hundreds of children. 
During the period in which the Bobover 
Rebbe was in Bucharest he helped 
thousands of Jews who had arrived in 
Romania after the Holocaust: in both 
ruchniyus and gashmiyus. While he was in 
Romania he managed to obtain a certificate 
stating that he was an Italian citizen, and 
thus received a permit to go to Bari, a city 
in northern Italy. 

In the camps in Italy, scores of 
orphaned children and lone young men 
who had lost their families clustered 
around him. He arranged for a G-d fearing 
shochet to come from Rome and took care 
of their material and spiritual needs. He 
was like a father to them, instilling them 
with new spirit and drawing them close to 
him as if he were their father. 

In time, he traveled to London to 
participate in the Agudas Yisrael Knessia 
and from there continued to America. 
Immediately upon his arrival in the United 
States he sent visas to his students and son, 
and brought them to America. 
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The Bobover Rebbe's purpose in 
going to London was to revive the Torah 
world and the Chassidic Bobov community. 
The Bobover Rebbe, who agreed to fill the 
place of his father as Admor because his 
Chassidim begged him to do so, began to 
lead his flock. Masses of survivors from 
Bobov began to stream to him, impressed 
by his sichos, which they felt were 
comparable to those delivered by his 
illustrious forbears, the founders and 
leaders of Bobover Chassidus. 

Under his leadership, Bobover 
Chassidus gradually grew and thousands of 
families numbered themselves among his 
followers. He established a new generation 
of avreichim and Torah scholars imbued 
with exalted spiritual aspirations. He led 
his flock with compassion and endless 
mesiras nefesh, influencing them in 
ruchniyus and helping them with 
gashmiyus. 

Jews from all sects and circles 
streamed to Borough Park to his large Beis 
HaMedrash. He was a talmid chacham, 
and his gift of speech and humility, he 
resolutely succeeded in reviving the spirits 
of many Jews after the Holocaust, drawing 
them closer to Hashem. 

www.vosizneias.com/18763/2008/08/01/borough-park-ny-the-

legacy-and-life-of-rabbi-shlomo-halberstam-zt%E2%80%9Dl-the-

tzadik-that-rebuild-the-bobov-dynasty-in-america/ 

 

The Rebbe was known for his 
tremendous concern to preserve shalom 
and avoid machlokes, as can be seen by the 
following 
stories.  

One 
time, in the 
middle of the 
night, a 
person who 
fixed glass 
professionall
y received a 

call from the Rebbe. The Rebbe explained 
that someone had smashed his window in 
the middle of the night. (The person did it 
because he didn’t agree with a policy of 
Bobov.) If the window was not fixed 
immediately, in the morning, people would 
see it and be upset, and they would get 
involved in machlokes. To avoid this, the 
Rebbe felt that it was necessary to have the 
window fixed right away. 

The glacier at first thought it was a 
prank phone call. After several calls of 
which he hung up the phone on the Rebbe, 
he ascertained that it was the Rebbe. After 
completing the work during the night, the 
Rebbe wanted to pay him. The glacier 
refused payment from the Rebbe – just 
requesting that the Rebbe attend his 
simchas. The Rebbe agreed – on condition 
that the glacier vow never to reveal the 
story of the broken window.  

For the rest of the Rebbe’s life, he 
attended the simchas of the glacier (even 
though he wasn’t even a chassid). 
Chassidim always wondered why the Rebbe 
attended the glacier’s simchas while he 
wasn’t so meticulous with other people’s 
simchas. After the Rebbe’s petira, the 
glacier came to be menacham avel – and 
said that now that the Rebbe was niftar, he 
is released from his vow and proceeded to 
tell the whole story. 

Another time, someone had 
published pashkevillin (flyers condemning 
others) against the Bobover Rebbe. The 
Rebbe was afraid that this would lead to 
machlokes and he therefore gave the 
following message at a Rosh Chodesh tish: 
“I have been mochel the one who spread 
these pashkevillin. However, if anyone 
decides to start fighting with those 
spreading them, I will not be mochel them 
in this world or in Olam Habah.” Of course, 
after this shmuess, nobody continued the 
machlokes and eventually it died down. 

The Rebbe was also moser nefesh to 
help Yidden in whatever way possible. 
Many stories are told of his mesiras nefesh 



48 � Pinchas / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

to save as many people as possible during 
the Holocaust. 

One such story took place when the 
Rebbe was in the relative safety (at least at 
that time) of Romania. He knew that his 
relatives were still in Hungary and were in 
grave danger. He received money from 
Mrs. Shternbuch, which helped him pay 
someone to take him into Hungary and 
attempt to save his family. This person said 
that he would go into Hungary on 
condition that they would leave the very 
next day. As it turned out, one family 
member was missing and the Rebbe 
wanted to stay another day to try to locate 
her. The person helping the Rebbe said that 
he wouldn’t do this and that he would leave 
without them. While the family was 
discussing what to do, the missing family 
member showed up, explaining that her 
father, the Kedushas Tzion, had come to 
her in a dream, telling her to join with the 
rest of her family. 

After the Holocaust, the Rebbe 
continued his mesiras nefesh, helping 
many Yidden rebuild their lives, both 
physically and spiritually. On the West Side 
of Manhattan, where his kehillah was 
located for a while, he would even clean the 
mikvah himself, if necessary, in order to 
make sure that it would be available for 
use. 

One Shavuos night, people noticed 
how the Rebbe left the Beis HaMedrash 
every hour for a couple of minutes. He later 
explained that this enabled those who felt 
they had to leave not to be embarrassed, as 
the Rebbe wasn’t in the Beis HaMedrash. 

Even when the Rebbe had to give 
tochacha, rebuke, it was done in a way that 
it was clearly coming from ahava, love. 

One time, a person did work on the 
kitchen of one of the Rebbe’s chassidim 
and wasn’t paid. When the Rebbe heard 
about this, he called in the chassid to speak 
to him, explaining that he (the Rebbe) 
needed advice about construction on his 

own kitchen. The Rebbe asked if he could 
see the chassid’s kitchen. When the Rebbe 
came to this person’s house, he saw that 
the work was done properly and that the 
chassid didn’t have any complaints against 
the one who did the work. At this time, the 
Rebbe mentioned that he had heard how 
the chassid didn’t pay, and that if he 
wanted Hashem to bestow on him good 
things, he should treat other people 
properly by paying them for a service 
rendered. Shortly afterwards, the chassid 
paid up. This episode showed how the 
Rebbe looked at both sides of the story 
before deciding what had to be done, and 
he delivered his tochacha in a way that it 
would be accepted. 

Someone once asked him how a 
rebbe spends his vacation. The Rebbe 
answered that in the city, he must limit the 
amount of time he davens so as not to 
impose on others who are waiting for him 
to finish. When he goes on vacation, 
however, he can daven as long as he wants. 

The Rebbe was once visiting 
someone and was served food. After he 
finished eating and making brachos, the 
Rebbe was asked to give a bracha to the 
one who gave him the food, as that person 
hadn’t had any children yet. The Rebbe 
said, “I had you in mind when I said Borei 
Nefashos (which means creating souls). 
The Rebbe’s gabbai then asked if he could 
also get a bracha, as he also didn’t have any 
children. Again, the Rebbe answered that 
he had him in mind when he said the word 
rabbos (meaning many) in the bracha of 
Borei Nefashos. A year later, one of these 
chassidim had a boy and the other had a 
girl. Eighteen years later, they married each 
other, fulfilling the bracha of Borei 
Nefashos Rabbos. 

One of the Rebbe’s chassidim was a 
yasom and he mentioned to the Rebbe that 
he wanted him to be mesader kiddushin at 
his wedding, not knowing that his future 
in-laws had already honored a different 
rebbe with this kibbud. When the family 
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met with the Rebbe and apprised him of 
the situation, he said that he would be 
happy with the bracha of Sos Tosis 
Vesageil Ha’akarah (the barren one should 
rejoice, referring to Eretz Yisrael and 
Yerushalayim). One of the family members 
didn’t have any children and answered a 
loud Amein. About a year later, he had 
children. 

The Rebbe also exemplified the 
middah of umekarvan laTorah, bringing 
people close to Torah. The menahel in a 
certain large yeshiva once spoke to the 
Rebbe and the Rebbe mentioned that he 
was planning on giving a certain amount of 
money to the yeshiva. When the menahel 
came back at a later time, he said that he 
was there to collect the chov (debt). The 
Rebbe said that to give money to a yeshiva 
is a zechiya (opportunity) and not merely 
an obligation. 

When he was building the Bobover 
kehillah after World War II, the Rebbe 
went to South America to raise money. On 
Shabbos, he expected to see one of his 
acquaintances, but the person didn’t show 
up. On Motza’ei Shabbos, this person came, 
and when he was asked where he was on 
Shabbos, he explained that he went to his 
company to work on Shabbos. 
Embarrassed, the person excused his 

conduct by saying that the company’s 
equipment was very old and he therefore 
couldn’t afford to close on Shabbos. The 
Rebbe asked how much money it would 
cost to purchase new equipment and was 
told an amount that was exactly the same 
as all the money he had raised during the 
previous couple of days. Immediately, he 
turned over all the money to this person. 
This man became a shomer Shabbos and 
raised a wonderful Torah’dike mishpacha. 

His home in Brooklyn, New York, 
was a beacon where he received everyone 
with a special glow and with unusual 
nobility of spirit. His pleasantness had a 
profound influence on all who visited him 
and was the source of the tremendous 
admiration people displayed for him. 

He was deeply attached to all of the 
Gedolei Yisrael, Roshei Yeshiva and 
Admorim, who held him in high esteem. 
He maintained close contact with them in 
all the battles for Kodshei Yisrael and 
Torah. The Admor of Bobov, his tradition 
and legacy, left a deep impression on the 
entire generation in America. 
www.matzav.com/the-bobover-rebbe-rav-shlomo-halberstam-ztl-on-

his-11th-yahrtzeit 

Yated Ne'eman, www.vosizneias.com
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Segulos Sources & Meanings 

This Week's Segulah 

Tikkun Chatzos During The Three 
Weeks: 

It is the minhag of many great 
tzaddikim to rise each night at midnight for 
Tikkun Chatzos and mourn bitterly the 
churban Bais HaMikdash and the galus of 
the Shechina. Many people who do not say 
Tikkun Chatzos during the year are noheg 
to say it during the three weeks. 

The Mishna Berura (551:103) cites 

the writings of the Arizal that one should 
cry for the Bais HaMikdash for half an hour 
after midday each day during the three 
weeks. In the famed Yeshiva of Pressburg 
they used to say Tikkun Chatzos at midday 
during the three weeks. Others argue with 
this minhag and say that Tikkun Chatzos 
should only be said privately as this is an 
emotional time an individual should spend 
alone with Hashem. (Pischei Tshuvos) 
www.revach.net/halacha/tshuvos/Tikkun-Chatzos-In-The-3-Weeks/512 
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With blessings for a peaceful and meaningful 

חסד יסובבנהו!!!

Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day:

Based on Chovos HaLevavos - Duties of the Heart ~ 

There are 7 qualities that 

 1.  Hashem loves me. 

2.  Hashem is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me.

3.  Hashem is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find sol

problem there is – even if it may seem impossible.

4.  Hashem knows what is best for me, better even than I myself can know.

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall help

again. 

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides 

over the entire world. 

7. The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with 

than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine.


גילה בת ציפורה פראנסיס



  דבורה

Refuah Sheleimah  
מרדכי צבי ב� מינדל אסתר לאה  
 יחיאל מיכל ב� דבורה 
 זיסל בת אידל סומא 
 גיטל בת דבורה 
רבקה בת מלכה  
 פסח גרשו� ב� שיינא דבורה 
 צילא בת חיה שרה  
 אלטר שמעו� יחזקאל ב� רחל חנה 
 מתתיהו הירש ב� שולמית בילה    
 מרגלית בת מלכה     
 ל זציפורה רבקה בת אביבה רי   
 שמואל בצלאל ב� לאה רבקה     

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael
 

נשמת לעילוי  
 Yaakov Naftali ben Avraham Hy”d

 Gilad Michael ben Ofir Hy”d

 Eyal ben Uriel Hy”d 

Pinchas / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

With blessings for a peaceful and meaningful Shabbos

 והבוטח בה ' חסד יסובבנהו

Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day: 

Duties of the Heart ~ Sha 'ar HaBitachon - the Gate of Trust

There are 7 qualities that Hashem has that can strengthen our trust in Him:

is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me. 

is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find sol

even if it may seem impossible. 

knows what is best for me, better even than I myself can know. 

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall help

anything at all to help me or harm me, besides Hashem who controls everything 

The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with chesed –

than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine. 


גילה בת ציפורה פראנסיס     לרפואה שלימה

ציפורה בת גילה  לרפואה שלימה     

  לזכר ולעילוי נשמת

דבורה בת ומרת יוטא רחל חיה ב� שלו�' ר
ה"דוד ע' מרת ליבא חיה בת ר  

srael 

Yaakov Naftali ben Avraham Hy”d 

Gilad Michael ben Ofir Hy”d 

 

In Loving Memory of Our Dear Father and Teacher
 

HaRav HaChassid

 Avraham Chaim ben Sholom and Frumit 

Goldenberg ל''ז  of Micula, Satmar
 

A beloved talmid 

  HaRav Yechezkel Shraga Schonfeld  

and of the Holy Satmar 

Ba’al “Divrei Yoel” 
 

 
 

 ל''ז שלו� ר''ב חיי� אברה� 'ר
  .ה. ב. צ. נ. ת ו''תשס שבט א

 
 

לעילוי נשמת

ל"ישראל ז' שמעו� ב� ר
Reb Shimon’s Yahrzeit is on אייר

special man who welcomed all with a smile and a hug. 

Although he suffered terribly, he never uttered any 

complaints. May he be a Meilitz Yosher for his family and 

friends. 

Shabbos. 

 

the Gate of Trust 

has that can strengthen our trust in Him: 

 

is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find solutions  to any 

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall help  me 

who controls everything 

– loving kindness more 

 

In Loving Memory of Our Dear Father and Teacher 

HaRav HaChassid 
Avraham Chaim ben Sholom and Frumit 

Micula, Satmar 

talmid of  

Yechezkel Shraga Schonfeld  ל''זצ  

and of the Holy Satmar Rav,  

Ba’al “Divrei Yoel”  ע''זי  

ר ח''הרה נשמת לעילוי
א''כ ק''מוצש נפטר 

 לעילוי נשמת

שמעו� ב� ר' ר  
אייר' ד . Reb Shimon was a 

special man who welcomed all with a smile and a hug. 

Although he suffered terribly, he never uttered any 

complaints. May he be a Meilitz Yosher for his family and 

 


