
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Siddur Speaks 
The Klausenberger Rebbe, zt”l, lived to serve 

Hashem, and his sole agenda was to advance Klal Yisroel 

in the ways of commitment to Torah study, meticulous 

observance of Mitzvos, and tremendous awe of Hashem. 

He was so emotional, that when he Davened, his Tefilos 

would send chills through those around him. He would 

cry while standing before Hashem, and his face would be 

filled with love for his Creator. When he recited Ahavah 

Rabbah, the Tefilah said just before Shema in Shacharis, 

he would repeat each word two or three times, as tears 

flowed down his cheeks, similar to the emotion 

expressed by a child pleading with his father. When he 

Davened, it was as if he was elevated to a different 

world. He was not on the planet earth, but he was soaring 

to Shamayim. At times, he would even switch the words 

around in this Tefilah, as he cried with emotion. When he 

said, V’Ha’er Eineinu B’Sorasecha, Enlighten our eyes 

to Your Torah, and, V’Dabeik Libeinu B’Mitzvosecha, 

Attach our hearts to Your Mitzvos, he would then repeat 

the phrases and change them, saying, V’Ha’er Eineinu 

B’Mitzvosecha, V’Dabeik Libeinu B’Sorasecha, 

Enlighten our eyes to Your Mitzvos, and attach our 

hearts to Your Torah. Those who knew the 

Klausenberger Rebbe, understood how sincere he was in 

these requests. The Rebbe ‘lived’ his Tefilos, Davening 

in such a way that demonstrated beyond any possible 

doubt that he was talking directly to Hashem! 
 

And brook willows (23:40) — כג:מ( וערבי נחל(   
Rebbe Reuven Karelensthein relates that HaRav Segel, the Rosh Yeshivah of 

Manchester, once came to the Holy Land. On Hashanah Rabbah, after Davening they all 
wanted to pass before him and say ‘Shalom Aleichem’ to him in the Bais HaMidrash. The 
Rosh Yeshivah, however, did not want to speak to anyone and he did not move. Why? Since 
all the leaves of the Aravos are a Mitzvah, and so that the Mitzvos are not denigrated by 
him, he did not want to accidentally step on any of the leaves. They began sweeping the 
Bais HaMidrash, and from that year on in Yeshivas Slabodka, no one moved in the Bais 
HaMidrash on Hashanah Rabbah until all the leaves of the Aravos were swept up.  

(Umatok HaOhr)    
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 B’Kitzur       
If it is very late in the day and close to nightfall when Minchah is beginning in the 

Shul, the Chazan should begin saying Shemoneh Esrei out loud immediately after saying 

Ashrei and Kaddish. The congregation does not Daven Shemoneh Esrei quietly, rather, 

they listen and respond until the Chazan finishes the Brachah of HaKeil HaKadosh after 

Kedushah, and then they begin to Daven quietly after responding Amein, and the Chazan 

also continues his Shemoneh Esrei quietly. If the hour is extremely late and it is possible 

that if they wait for the Chazan until after Kedushah they will not finish Davening while 

it is still day, they may begin their Shemoneh Esrei immediately together with the 

Chazan, saying the words along with him quietly until after Kedushah, and then 

everyone continues quietly for the rest. It is preferable, if possible, that there should be at 

least one person that responds to the Brachos that are said by the Chazan.  

(Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 69:6)  

 

The seventh day of the week is Shabbos (23:2). The Or HaChaim (Shemos 31:16) notes 

that we can take some time from the weekday and elevate it to Shabbos by adding it on to 

Shabbos. We do this by accepting Shabbos a few minutes before sunset and holding on to 

Shabbos until a few minutes into Saturday night. Rav Yekusiel Yehuda Teitelbaum (Sigget, 

in Yitav Panim, Shabbos HaGadol #2) draws a correlation between adding on to Shabbos and 

bringing about the redemption. If we can bring in Shabbos early, then we can bring about the 

time of ultimate rest, the time of only Shabbos, the times of Moshiach, early as well! 

 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 

During unsettling times, the Brisker Rav 

recommended studying “Sha’ar HaBitachon” 

in the Sefer Chovos HaLevavos, which teaches 

about trusting in Hashem. The Brisker Rav 

remarked, “The world thinks that a wealthy 

man is someone with a lot of possessions, but 

the truth is that a rich man is someone who has 

Sha’ar HaBitachon in Chovos HaLevavos!” 
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announce that on the last day of Yom Tov after Shacharis, he would be 

giving a very important Drashah in the main shul in town, and that 

everyone— men, women and children— must come to hear him speak. 

The Gabbai set out immediately to make the announcement. That 

morning, on the last day of Pesach, the Shul was completely packed, as 

everyone was curious to hear what was so urgent. After Davening, the 

Noda B’Yehudah stood up to address the crowd still wrapped in his 

Tallis, and said, “My friends, unfortunately, as the generations pass, the 

Torah becomes more and more forgotten to us. The Rabbis become less 

worthy and mistakes are more frequent. This year, there has been a great 

mistake in the calendar. The Bais Din of Prague has made an error, and 

Pesach should have begun one day later than it did. The day we 

celebrated the first day of Pesach was really Erev Pesach. Baruch 

Hashem we have caught this mistake, as we have almost brought the 

entire Jewry of Prague to eat Chometz on Pesach. Therefore, the last day 

of Pesach will be one day later than we thought, and I forbid everyone to 

eat Chometz until after Maariv tomorrow evening, since that is really 

when Pesach is over.” The Jews listened in astonishment. Many had 

questions, but no one dared argue with the Noda B’Yehudah. If this was 

what their Rav decided, then they would follow his decision, and 

everyone accepted the ruling to extend Pesach one more day. The next 

morning, all the bakers came to the Jewish part of town with wagons 

loaded with warm loaves of bread, as they did every year. They were 

sure that within a few hours they would sell all their bread to the Jews. 

However, the day was passing by and they hadn’t sold a single loaf of 

bread. One baker asked a Jew that was walking by why no one was 

buying bread that day, and he responded that their Rabbi said that Pesach 

was extended and they couldn’t eat bread yet. The bakers were furious at 

this and they went to tell the priest what had happened. The priest was 

quite angry and summoned for the Noda B’Yehudah to appear before him 

immediately. When he arrived, all the bakers were gathered there, along 

with the chief of police, and the priest accused the Noda B’Yehudah of 

trying to ruin the business of the bakers. He said by telling the Jewish 

people to not buy bread, it prevented the bakers from making a living, 

and he demanded that the Noda B’Yehudah explain himself. Calmly, the 

Noda B’Yehudah said, “Your Excellency, I am happy to answer you, but 

first, I request that a dog be brought in to this assembly.” The priest was 

caught off guard by this request, but agreed to it, and a dog was brought 

in before them. The Noda B’Yehudah said, “I have reason to believe that 

the bakers are not so much interested in their livelihood, but are looking 

to harm the large Jewish community. I would like to examine this bread 

to see that it is fit to be sold.” When the bakers heard this, they became 

very uneasy and frightened, but the police chief allowed the Noda 

B’Yehudah to continue. The Noda B’Yehudah took one of the loaves of 

bread from one of the wagons and fed it to the dog. Within a few 

moments, the dog began to look disoriented, barked, and fell dead to the 

ground. It was clear that the loaves of bread had been poisoned. The 

Noda B’Yehudah said, “This is the bread that was attempted to be sold to 

the Jewish people.” The police chief immediately ordered the bakers 

arrested, and under questioning, they revealed that the plot was led by 

the priest, and all of them were punished. When the Jews learned what 

had happened and how they had been saved, they praised the Noda 

B’Yehudah’s brilliance. The Noda B’Yehudah publicly declared what a 

great miracle Hashem had performed for His people, and he thanked 

Hashem for beginning the salvation so many years ago, by giving him 

the desire to help the non-Jewish orphan, whose identity he kept secret 

for his entire life. Before he passed away, the Noda B’Yehudah recounted 

this story to his son, Rav Shmuel Landau, and he told him, “I want you 

to know that it was not through any special wisdom that I was able to 

come up with the plan to save the Jews, but it was because of a kindness 

that I once did for a young gentile child!” 
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 בס"ד
  Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh & L’Maaseh  

16. One should not eat bread baked by a non-Jew,  

unless that is the only bread available to him. 

Rav Moshe Sternbuch notes that this proposal of the Rosh is a 

stringency and is not like the ruling of the Rama in Shulchan Aruch (Yoreh 

Dei’ah 112:2), who says that bread baked by a non-Jew is permitted to eat 

today, even when bread baked by a Jew is readily found. The Mishnah 

Brurah (242:6) comments that on Shabbos and Yom Tov it is proper to be 

careful and try to have Pas Yisroel, bread baked by a Jew, because this is 

included in honoring Shabbos and Yom Tov. Additionally, the Shulchan 

Aruch notes (Orach Chaim 603:1) that during the Aseres Yimei Teshuvah, 

one should be careful to only eat bread that is baked by a Jew, even if he is 

not careful with this during the rest of the year.  

A story once occurred with the Noda B’Yehudah, Rav Yechezkel 

Landau, who was appointed as Rav of the Jewish community in Prague in 

1755. Once he was out walking, and he noticed a small boy, a non-Jew, 

who was standing on a corner crying bitterly. The Noda B’Yehudah felt 

compassion for him, and asked why he was crying. The child responded, 

“I am an orphan. My mother passed away and my father has gotten 

remarried to a mean woman who treats me terribly. She wakes me every 

morning when it’s still dark outside, and gives me a basket full of rolls to 

sell, and I am not allowed home until I sell all the rolls. Today, I was able 

to sell all the rolls, but as I was about to go home, I realized that I can’t 

find the money from selling the rolls, and I am afraid to go home!” The 

Noda B’Yehudah inquired, “How much money did you lose?” The boy 

told him the amount, and the Noda B’Yehudah whispered to himself the 

Pasuk from Ashrei, ‘V’Rachamav al Kol Ma’asav’, ‘And Hashem is 

compassionate on all His creations’ (Tehilim 145:9), he took the exact 

amount out of his pocket and gave it to the child. The boy was overjoyed 

and thanked the nice Rabbi for being so kind to him, and the Noda 

B’Yehudah said that one day, he should remember that the Rabbi of the 

town helped him out, and the boy happily went on his way home. Many 

years passed, and the Noda B’Yehudah had completely forgotten about 

this episode. One evening, on Chol Hamoeid Pesach, there was a knock at 

the door of his house. The Noda B’Yehudah’s wife opened the door, and 

saw a young man standing there, a non-Jew, and he said that he wished to 

speak with the Rabbi privately. She was cautious and wondered what this 

could be about, but she knew better than to refuse him, and she invited 

him in. When the man came before the Noda B’Yehudah, he asked, “Do 

you remember me?” The Noda B’Yehudah looked hard at the young man, 

but admitted, “I’m sorry, but I don’t recognize you.” The young man said, 

“I am the orphan you helped many years ago. To this day, I remember 

how you gave me some money, and I’ve come now to return the favor. I 

need to tell you something very important. The Jews of Prague are about 

to suffer a great catastrophe.” The Noda B’Yehudah was apprehensive and 

he asked what was about to occur. The man continued, “Last night, there 

was a meeting at my house. It was led by the priest, my stepmother, and 

all the bakers in Prague. They devised a plan to destroy the Jews. The 

bakers know that every year, on the day after Pesach, all the Jews buy 

bread from them. They have schemed to poison every loaf of bread that is 

baked after Pesach, and kill all the Jews. All the non-Jews know not to eat 

any bread on the day after the holiday. I am risking my life by telling you 

this, but I will never forget your kindness to me so many years ago.” 

When the Noda B’Yehudah heard this, his face turned white. But he 

immediately strengthened himself, and told the young man, “I thank you 

from the bottom of my heart for coming to me and telling me of this 

terrible threat to the Jews. Your reward from Heaven will be very great, 

and I will never reveal that it was you who told me of this!” For a long 

time, the Noda B’Yehudah tried to think of ways of how he could save the 

Jews,  until  he  finally  came  up  with  a  plan.  He  asked  his  Gabbai  to  

 


