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This week's פרשה starts with the word 
 see. It also mentions the word-ראה
י נ עי -eyes numerous t imes in the 
subsequent פסוקים. 

The word עיני is first mentioned when 
Hashem told the Yidden that they were 
allowed to bring donated קרבנות on a במה 
- a personal מזבח. The פסוק there says 
that one must do what's right in his eyes. 
The next place עיני is mentioned is when 
the תורה prohibits the consumption of 
blood. There the תורה says that it will be 
good for the Yidden when they do what's 
right in the eyes of Hashem. 

A few פסוקים later, where the תורה 
commands the Yidden to bring the קרבן 
 to the designated place that has the עולה
 there too it is mentioned that the ,מזבח
person should do what's right in the eyes 
of Hashem. 

The תורה commands the Yidden not to 
show pity on one who tries to convince 
others to worship idols. The פסוק also 

uses the word ולא תחוס עינך- do not cover 
your eyes; do not cover up for him. 
There's additional פסוקים that also instruct 
the Yidden to do what's right in the eyes 
of Hashem. 

The תורה also prohibits a mourner to 
make a bald spot in the area between his 
eyes, which was common practice in 
those days. 

The question is obvious: what is so 
special about the eyes that it is given 
such significance? Even more so, what 
does it mean 'to do what's right in the 
eyes of Hashem?' Even though it is a 
euphemism, clarification is still needed as 
to why the eyes are specifical ly 
mentioned. The פסוק could have just 
stated that the Yidden need to do what's 
right for Hashem. 

Also, why does the תורה mention that one 
shouldn't make a bald spot on one's head 
between the 'eyes', when it is in fact 
referring to the head and not the eyes?  

פרשת ראה
Optical Illusion
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The following will help us answer the 
above questions. Hashem created two 
worlds; the גשמיות and the רוחניות. 
Hashem gave the Yidden an ability to 
elevate and enhance the physical world. 
The physical world presents itself as its 
own entity but it is an allusion. One 
sometimes may mistake the physical 
world as the prominent one. It is however 
the world of רוחניות that is the true and 
powerful world. 

What causes one to perceive the 
prominence of the physical over the 
spiritual? It is the eyes that leads one to 
confuse and choose the mundane over 
the real world. 

How do the eyes create this illusion? The 
sense of hearing is much weaker when 
compared to vision. One is as effected by 
sound as of vision, only when he sees the 
source of those many sounds or at least 
visualizes it. Even the sense of touch is 
greatly limited compared to vision. The 
vision is what creates the perception of 
vastness. The eyes see multitudes of 
details which make the physical world 
seem like the real thing. 

In a certain way, it is the eyes that 
contradict Hashem's presence in this 
world as they are the part that give one 
the illusion of the prominence of the 
physical world. The physical world in itself 
is a contradiction to Hashem's reign. The 
physical demonstrates separation from 

the holy, thus disabling one from seeing 
the holy and Hashem.

The sky is vast yet doesn't present 
anything man made. There's no part in 
the sky that can cause one to confuse the 
physical and the רוחניות. 

To summarize, the physical world, in 
essence, isn't prominent. It is the infusion 
of רוחניות that give the world its 
prominence. The eyes that see all 
physical details as a separate entity are 
the part that confuse one to separate the 
 from this world. The sky is the רוחניות
antidote as it is all Hashem made, with no 
meddling of the human. This is why we 
see it mentioned many times that gazing 
at the sky awakens the awareness and 
connection to Hashem. 

The definition of אין is nothingness and 
the definition of עין is eye. They are 
identically pronounced. It is the eyes that 
see the difference of spelling: it is 
'nothingness' until the eyes see it and 
make the word into eyes. This fact that 
the words are identically pronounced 
teach us that when one uses his eyes, he 
needs to remember that he is seeing an 
illusion if it is not infused with רוחניות. 

The פרשה starts with the mandate to see 
and choose between blessing and curse. 
When one sees correctly, that even the 
mundane physical world is all Hashem 
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and our mandate is to infuse and reveal 
the holiness within, he thus chooses true 
blessing. 

The תורה commands one to align his 
vision with Hashem's perspective. One 
starts aligning his vision by bringing an 
animal, which is the ultimate גשמיות there 
is, but then elevates it to the highest level 
there is by making it a קרבן. He 
demonstrates that even the most גשמיות 
is ultimately Hashem. This is why the 
 tells one to do what's right in his פסוק
eyes when bringing a קרבן. 

When the תורה prohibits the consumption 
of blood it mentions that one needs to do 
what's right in the eyes of Hashem. As 
the מפרשים explain, one refrains from the 
consumption of blood, which most people 
are naturally repulsed by it, because 
Hashem said so, and not because he's 
repulsed by it. This shows one aligning 
his vision with Hashem's perspective; 
even things that happen 'naturally', such 
as not drinking blood, is done for the sake 
of Hashem. 

One however needs to be careful not to 
completely ignore or separate from the 
physical world. When one sees someone 
serving idols and convincing others to join 
him, it is Hashem's perspective-will, that 
that person be punished in this physical 
world. The פסוק again alludes to the eyes; 
one shouldn't cover his eyes. He 

shouldn't think that this has nothing to do 
with me as I'm disconnected from this 
world. No, now is the will of Hashem that 
one physically do something. 

The quintessential תפילה that nearly 
every Yid knows of is שמע ישראל...... ה׳ 
 One covers his eyes when saying .אחד
this פסוק. One of the translations of the 
word אחד is that there is nothing else that 
exists in this world other than Hashem. 
This is the reason we cover our eyes 
when saying שמע: to prevent our eyes 
from seeing and thus establishing the 
physical world as a separate entity. 

Finally, the תורה prohibits balding one's 
head in the area between the eyes. The 
sadness and pain of one who looses a 
relative is twofold; one is his pain of loss 
and the other is the feeling of pain for the 
deceased relative. The תורה tells a 
person to understand that there's more 
than just a physical world. The world of 
 is so much better that the רוחניות
deceased is in a much better place that 
there's no need to feel sad or pain for 
him. The surviving relatives need to focus 
on the physical world with eyes that also 
see above. They need to recognize the 
world of רוחניות. This is why they can't 
damage to eyes; the concept of using 
one's eyes to see above the physical and 
the mundane. This will bring about true 
tranquility and consolation.

א גוט שבת


