
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

תרומהפרשת   

 בס''ד

לר''ש יעל פאסל בת 

 דבורה פראדל

 
 
 

()כה' ב' תרומה מאת כל איש אשר ידבנו לבוישראל ויקחו לי דבר אל בני   
 
 

Speak to the Yidden and they should take for me a donation from anyone 
whose heart wants to give 

 

Harav Moshe Feinstein asks, if the donations were supposed to be from  כל איש אשר
 anyone whose heart wants to give, why does Hashem command Bnei ידבנו לבו
Yisroel to give, as it says ויקחו לי תרומה they should take? 

There are two ways for a person to give Tzedaka and to do Chessed, Rav Moshe 
explains. One way is for the person to say “I really don’t want to do this right now 
but I’ll do it just because it’s a Mitzvah.” The preferred way, however, is for a person 
to work on his compassion and sensitivity to others until he feels that he really 
wants to help others and so he expresses that through Tzedaka and Chessed.  

Therefore the Torah writes that although donations for the Mishkan must really 
come from people who want to contribute, everyone must work on themselves to 
appreciate this Mitzvah until their hearts want to donate. This is why the Torah 
instructs everyone with ויקחו לי תרומה they should take, as if to say, they ought to 
want to. 

Another question on the wording of this Possuk that is asked by many Meforshim is 
as follows. Why does the Torah refer to the donations with the word ויקחו they 
should take? Surely it would be more accurate for the Torah to write ויתנו and they 
should give? 

When a person has a lot of money and assets, he has a good feeling that he owns 
such a lot. Then, when he gives away some of his money to Tzedaka, it seems like 
he’s giving away some of his money and ‘losing it’ to Tzedaka, whereas all his 
remaining money remains his to keep.  

However the truth is that the money which he gives away to Tzedaka will be ‘his’ 
forever as it will be credited to his ‘account’ of Mitzvos. Whereas, all of the other 
money that during his lifetime he had kept for himself, will not remain with him 
when he dies.  

The Torah here is teaching us the right attitude to money and to Tzedaka. When you 
give Tzedaka, you’re actually taking; you’re taking to put into your long term 
‘account’. Therefore the Torah uses the word ויקחו they should take when describing 
the donations for the Mishkan. 

Many great people lived with this attitude to money and Tzedaka. The late mother 
of Rav Ezrial Rosenbaum of Gateshead would always be troubled by the same 
question every year at the Pesach Seder. 

“Why was it a reward for Klal Yisroel to receive so much wealth (the promised  רכוש
 ”?when they left Mitzrayim? What good is there in becoming so wealthy (גדול

She was bothered by the purpose of so much money. 

“Maybe it was in order to do Mitzvos with the money,” Rav Ezrial would always 
answer soothingly. 

May we too be Zoche to have the right attitude to money and be glad to give it away 
for Mitzvos (or should that be ‘take’ for Mitzvos?!). 

Gut Shabbos 

 


