
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

The challah on Shabbos should have a cover spread both above it and 

below it (Orach Chaim 271:9). The Mishnah Brurah (271:41) explains that this 

is done for two reasons. Firstly, we cover the challah so that it is not 

‘embarrassed’ by the Kiddush, since we say the brachah of Ha’gafen first. 

According to Halachah, the brachah of Ha’motzi should be said first, but 

because Kiddush is so special, we say Ha’gafen ahead of Ha’motzi. Another 

reason is that the cover is a way to remember the monn that fell in the Midbar, 

which had a layer of frost covering it on top and on bottom, and our double 

cover represents this. A question arises. Does challah have feelings? Will the 

challah really be upset if we don’t cover it for Kiddush? Of course not, but we 

can learn a valuable lesson from this. Rav Eliyahu Dessler, zt”l, teaches 

(Michtav M’Eliyahu III, p. 101) that good middos and sensitivity show how we 

really feel inside. We can only be sensitive if we are sensitive. Therefore, we 

must act in ways that will help us acquire sensitivity, even by showing this 

sensitivity to things, like challah, which has no feelings. Rav Dessler teaches 

that if we are sensitive when it comes to items, how much more sensitive and 

caring should we be to each other, people who do have feelings! Thinking like 

this helps us get closer to Hashem, because being sensitive to others is very 

precious to Hashem. Rav Dovid Leibovitz, zt”l, relates another lesson in 

sensitivity that we can learn from the challah cover. Just like the challah cover 

keeps the challos covered, we too should cover our mouths and not say 

anything that might offend someone else! (Chaim Sheyesh Bahem, Shabbos, p.16)  

 

      Besamei HaTorah 
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      R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 

 וירא אליו ה' באלני ממרא והוא ישב פתח האהל )יח:א(
Hashem appeared to him in the Plains of Mamre  

while he was sitting at the entrance of the tent (18:1) 
In the sefer ‘Even Chein’ it is brought in the name of the Toldos Yaakov Yosef 

that Rebbe Nachman Kosover used to say, that even when one is working at a 
job trying to make a living and he is involved in mundane matters, he should 
think about HaKadosh Baruch Hu. They asked him: “How is it possible to do 
this?” He answered: “But isn’t the opposite done? When people are found in 
Shul, don’t they think about work and earning a livelihood?!... To you this is 
possible!” He continued and he said that this is hinted at in the posukim: 
“’Hashem appeared to him.’ Where did Hashem appear to him? ‘In the Plains of 
Mamre.’ Meaning, that Hashem appears to you, that you think about Him, when 
you are in the Plains of Mamre – busy with mundane matters. And how is this 
possible? I am ‘in the Plains of Mamre’, I am busy? The answer is: ‘While he was 
sitting at the entrance of the tent’ – even when you are found in the ‘tent’, in 
the House of Hashem, in Shul, even there you think about mundane matters. 
You need to work on this contradiction.” (Umatuk HaOhr) 

 

The Parshah begins with Hashem visiting Avraham on 

the third day after his circumcision (18:1-3). When Avraham 

sees guests approaching, he asks Hashem to wait as he goes to 

greet them. This would seem absurd that he would leave the 

Presence of Hashem to tend to others! I recently heard an 

explanation based on thoughts of Rav Avraham Schorr and 

Rav Yisroel Belsky. Hashem created mankind with the 

directive to follow in His ways. Avraham’s ‘leaving’ Hashem, 

was only to enable himself to get so much closer through his 

act of benevolence and kindness, through his Hachnasas 

Orchim to his guests! 
 

   Parshah Thoughts 
Ideas and Reflections 

 

Rabbi Aron Moshe Jacobsohn 
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                Candle Lighting: 5:37  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 9:26   Gra: 10:02 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:55 

Chatzos: 12:39       Sh'kiah: 5:54 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 6:37 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 7:07  

                                                 (some say 7:17) 
 
 

 
          Next Week: Chayei Sarah 
              Candle Lighting: 4:29 

  Shabbos Treasures 
     The Precious Gift of  Shabbos 

       B’Kitzur… 
      A Quick Look at Hilchos Tefilah 

If there is a Chassan in Shul during any of the days of his 

Sheva Brachos, Tachanun is not recited. However, Tachanun 

is said at Shacharis on the day of the Chupah, but not by 

Minchah that is close to when the Chupah will take place. 

 (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 22:7) 

 



  
 

 

       The Siddur Speaks 

A Closer Look at Davening 

 L’Maaseh… A Tale to Remember 
Rabbi Paysach Krohn relates the following 

story: Sometime before the Communist 

Revolution of 1917, there was a Cheder Rebbe 

who tried with great effort to control a very 

rambunctious student, in the small group of 

children he used to teach in the back of the local 

Shul. Everyday this boy had a mischievous 

prank up his sleeve. But it was not until one 

day, when this child pulled his worst prank, that 

the Rebbe decided he couldn’t handle this 

child’s tricks anymore. Early one morning, 

before anyone arrived at Shul, this boy brought 

a small baby goat in to the Shul, and hid it in the 

Aron HaKodesh. Soon, the children arrived, but 

they couldn’t hear the sounds of the frightened 

goat because it was drowned out by their 

Davening. When it came time to open the Aron 

to read the Torah, the little goat jumped out of 

the Aron and started running around the Shul! 

The Rebbi nearly fainted from fright while the 

rest of the children howled with 

laughter. Before the Rebbe had caught the goat 

and regained control of the children, he had 

figured out who the culprit behind this was. He 

told the young troublemaker to follow him, and 

he went and brought him directly to the Rav of 

the town. This boy’s history was well known, 

and this latest stunt was the last straw. The 

Rebbi told the boy that he was going to be 

expelled from the Cheder, but there was a slight 

restriction. No child in that part of Russia could 

be expelled from a Jewish Cheder without the 

explicit consent of Rav Shalom Dov Ber 

Schneerson, the fifth Lubavitcher Rebbe. When 

the child was brought before the Rebbe and his 

teacher detailed his past history and the current 

episode, the Rebbe explained to the child that 

given the situation, there was no choice but to 

agree with the teacher, and he had to leave the 

Cheder. The boy listened intently and then 

looked up and asked, “Rebbe, may I say 

something in my defense?” The Rebbe agreed. 

“Rebbe,” the boy explained with a sense of 

urgency, “If you throw me out of Cheder, you 

are also throwing out my children, my 

grandchildren and my great-grandchildren for 

all eternity! What did they do wrong to deserve 

to be thrown out of Cheder?” The Rebbe was 

stunned by the remark of this child, and indeed, 

the Rebbe retracted his decision and allowed the 

boy to continue. Rabbi Krohn adds that this tale 

was told over at an engagement party, and one 

of the Mechutanim jumped up and said, “This is 

no fairy tale. The boy in the story is my great 

grandfather! Who knows where I would be 

today without his youthful foresight for his 

future family, and the compassion of the Rebbe 

to allow him to stay in Cheder?” 
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 בס"ד

 Middos Rabbi Scheinbaum writes a beautiful story about the power of Brachos from a 

Gadol. A young man from a secular background once came before the Baba Sali, zt”l. This man 

was in a wheelchair, as a result of an injury he sustained as a soldier in the Yom Kippur War. He 

had one leg that was mobile, and the other leg was completely paralyzed, leaving him to rely on a 

wheelchair for mobility. He came before the sage to seek his blessing. The Baba Sali asked him, 

“Do you put on Tefilin every day?” The young man replied that he did not. “Do you observe 

Shabbos?” Once again, the answer was in the negative. “If this is the case, it’s a small wonder that 

you have the use of one leg. Consider it as a gift from Hashem. The strength we have to function 

originates from Hashem. If we do not carry out His will, how can we expect to exist?” When the 

young man heard these stern words, he began to weep uncontrollably. The Baba Sali looked at 

him and asked, “If I Bentch you with health, will you accept upon yourself the Yoke of Hashem’s 

Mitzvos?” The young man replied, “Yes! Yes!” The Baba Sali then said, “Hold onto my hands, 

and I will Bentch you.” The young man did as he was told, received a Brachah from the Baba 

Sali, and then kissed the hands of the great Rabbi. The Baba Sali instructed him, “Rise up from 

your chair and walk across the room!” To everyone’s surprise, and to the shock of the young man, 

he was able to walk! He crossed the room on his own, without any assistance, as if he never had 

an impairment. Later, the Baba Sali remarked to his grandson, “When a Jew accepts on himself to 

correct his shortcomings, the force of the Emunah of his acceptance will intercede before Hashem 

to grant him a miracle!” True belief in Hashem generates a true response from Hashem! 

 
 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
When the Chafetz Chaim, zt”l, reached an advanced age, his congregants noticed that the chair 

which he used in Shul was falling apart. In his honor, they bought him a new chair. When they 

brought the chair into Shul, the Chafetz Chaim did not approve of their gift. The people were 

shocked. They thought that perhaps he had developed an affinity to his chair, as it had ‘served’ 

him for so many years, but was that a reason to become agitated with them? The Chafetz Chaim 

explained to them, “It says in the Torah that Hashem’s Hand is on His Throne. The word used 

for throne is kais, instead of kisei, chair. Chazal derive an important message from this 

incomplete spelling: As long as Amaleik exists, Hashem’s Throne is incomplete.” The Chofetz 

Chaim said to them, “Apparently, with this chair, you show greater concern for my honor than 

for Hashem’s honor. How can I sit on a new chair as long as Hashem’s Throne is deficient?!” 

 

 

Rav Shimshon Pincus, zt”l, once wrote a letter to a Yeshivah Bachur in response to the letter 

he received from this boy. He wrote, “To the precious student, I received and read your letter. I 

must say that I have not reached a level where I can give advice to people and advise them as to 

exactly what to do, however, I will reply and respond to your remarks according to my limited 

understanding. It seems to me that you are trying very hard to grow in Torah and Yiras Shamayim, 

and that you are certainly fulfilling your required efforts and Hishtadlus, diligence and work, in 

this regard. However, you now find yourself in a position where you simply need help from 

outside. The logical explanation for this, is simply because all lofty and Spiritual pursuits requires 

special assistance above and beyond our physical capabilities. Therefore, I am providing you with 

the name and address of someone who can surely help you. They call Him G-d, Hashem. He is 

very strong, since in truth, He created everything! I also have the authority to tell you that He 

loves you personally, very much, and that he especially desires that you should turn to Him. You 

will have no problem finding Him, since Hashem is everywhere, in the simplest form of 

understanding. In fact, even now as you read this letter, you can simply turn to Hashem. I write 

this because many people mistakenly think that this understanding is only attained through 

Davening, performing good deeds, and by attaining exalted levels, and this is all true. However, it 

is not the main requirement to find Hashem. Rather, the main requirement is to understand that 

Hashem is not a “concept”, Chas V’Shalom, rather, Hashem is real, alive, and eternal, and we can 

forge a personal relationship with Him! The more that we realize this, the more we will turn to 

Him, and the stronger our relationship with Him will become. We will simply share our problems 

with Him and ask Him to help us over and over. Whoever will give you different advice, it is only 

a waste of your time to pursue it. Simply turn to the One who can truly help you, Hashem 

Yisbarach, and grab hold of Him and never let go until you achieve that which your heart desires! 

I sign with honor for a Ben Torah who is searching for the truth, but simply doesn’t know where 

to look! Shimshon Dovid Pincus” (Nefesh Shimshon, Letters of Rav Shimshon Pincus) 

 

 

 

 

 
 


