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 The Power of a Plan 
Adapted from a shiur given by the Tolner Rebbe shlita, Ki Seitzei 5770 

ת.נ.צ.ב.ה. ז"ל בת הרב נטע אריה שרה ע"ה האשה החשובה מרת חוה חיה  נ"לע  

In parshas Ki Seitzei the psukim say, ( ה-דברים כג, ד ) “  להם יבא לא עשירי דור גם 'ה בקהל ומואבי עמוני יבא לא

 בלעם את עליך שכר ואשר ממצרים בצאתכם בדרך ובמים בלחם אתכם קדמו לא אשר דבר על. עולם עד 'ה בקהל

לקללך נהרים ארם מפתור בעור בן , An Ammonite and a Moabite may not enter [marry into] the 

congregation of Hashem [the Jewish people], even the tenth generation descendent may not enter the 

congregation of Hashem forever. Because of the matter that they did not greet you with bread and 

water on your way, when you left Egypt, and because they hired Bilaam ben Beor from Pesor in Aram 

Naharayim to curse you.”  

Rashi comments, “  כשהייתם - בדרך. בדבר בלעם )במדבר לא, טז( כדכתיב להחטיאכם שיעצו העצה על - דבר על

 Because of the matter – because of the advice that they advised [set in motion] to cause you to ,בטירוד

sin, as it is written [they caused the Benei Yisrael] by the word of Bilaam [to sin against Hashem]. On the 

way – when you were in a state of bewilderment.” 

Food and Water for Money 
The Ramban asks that the possuk’s assertion that Moab did not supply Klal Yisrael with bread and water 

seems to contradict psukim in parshas Devarim that say, ( כט-, כחדברים ב ) “  ומים ואכלתי תשברני בכסף אכל

בער הישבים והמואבים בשעיר הישבים עשו בני לי עשו כאשר וכו' ושתיתי לי תתן בכסף , sell me food for money 

and I will eat, and give me water in exchange for money and I will drink…  as was done for me by the 

descendants of Eisav who live in the land of Seir, and the Moabites who live in Ar.” How could the possuk 

in our parshah then say that the reason why they were banned from marrying Jewish women was 

because they did not give Klal Yisrael bread and water?Q1  

There are also several questions that arise from Rashi’s comments. Foremost, Rashi’s interpretation of 

the words “על דבר, because of the matter,” as being in reference to the plan that they set in motion to 

cause Klal Yisrael to sin is puzzling, because the possuk seems to say quite explicitly that the “דבר, 

matter,” that caused them to be punished was the fact that they did not supply Klal Yisrael with bread 

and water!Q2  

We must also ask why Rashi refers to the sin of Ammon and Moab as having been that of “  העצה על

להחטיאכם שיעצו , utilizing Bilaam’s suggestion to cause them to sin, as opposed to the actual fact that 

they were successful in causing them to sin, and what is the significance of the fact that there had been 

a plan suggested by Bilaam that they had implemented?Q3   

Still Fed with the Man and the Quail 
Rashi’s next comment, in which he explains that at the time when Ammon and Moab were expected to 

have given Klal Yisrael bread and water, they were in a state of bewilderment, must also be explained, 

as it seems to imply that this state of confusion was due to hunger and thirst, and nevertheless Ammon 

and Moab did not take mercy on them. This is very surprising because, as the Midrash (ויקרא רבה לד,ח) 

notes, when Klal Yisrael approached the lands of Ammon and Moab, they were still in the midst of their 

journeys through the desert and therefore had all of their needs miraculously taken care of. They were 

still being fed the man and the quail, and they still had the miraculous well of Miriam that provided them 

with water, so they were not actually in need of the bread and water that Ammon and Moab did not 

offer them! Why then were they so hungry and thirsty, to the extent that they lost their ability to think 

clearly?Q4  
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Forty Years After Yetzias Mitzrayim 

Lastly, we must ask why the Torah referred to Klal Yisrael’s situation at the time of their confrontation 

with Ammon and Moab as being, “ ממצרים בצאתכם בדרך , on your way, when you left Egypt,” when this 

incident transpired at the very end of their forty year journey. Would it not have been more appropriate 

to have said “בדרך בואכם ארץ כנען, on your way into Eretz Canaan?”Q5   

Fresh Bread 
The Ramban (דברים כט, ה) writes that when Klal Yisrael approached civilization and drew near to the 

territory of Edom, they began buying bread and water from the Edomites. This was not for the purpose 

of sustenance but only in order to enjoy eating foods that they had not eaten during the numerous years 

that they had sojourned in the desert where they only ate Man and drank water from the well of Miriam.  

Manipulation 
In addition, the Kli Yakar explains that there was a direct connection between the fact that Ammon and 

Moab did not offer Klal Yisrael bread and water and the method they used to cause them to sin. He 

explains that initially, when Klal Yisrael approached their territory, they did not offer bread and water as 

it would have been appropriate for them to have done for people who had spent an extended period of 

time in the desert. Then, when Klal Yisrael were in a state of deprivation, they used their confusion and 

desperation in order to manipulate them, by first offering them fine linen garments and then coercing 

them into drinking their wine, worshiping their Avodah Zarah, eating from their sacrifices and then 

sinning with their women.  

No Contradiction 
There are several points that can be derived from the Kli Yakar’s explanation. Firstly, that there is no 

contradiction between the psukim, as initially they did not offer Klal Yisrael food in order to manipulate 

them, but later on they did.A1  

Additionally, we can now explain that the reason why Rashi wrote that the “דבר” that was held against 

Ammon and Moab was that they initiated a plan to cause Klal Yisrael to sin instead of the fact that they 

did not greet them with bread and water is because the possuk is coming to point out that withholding 

the bread and water was the manipulative tool that they used to draw Klal Yisrael into their trap and get 

them to sin.A2   

Withheld Pleasures 
Basing ourselves on the Ramban we can understand that when the Kli Yakar writes that Klal Yisrael were 

desperate for bread it was not because they were actually starving, but because they were desperate to 

fulfill their desires for physical foods, and Ammon and Moab shrewdly used this weakness against them, 

by withholding it in order to cause their desires to increase.  

This was only the first step in their plan, as the Gemarah (.סנהדרין קו) says that Bilaam advised Balak the 

king of Moab that the way to defeat Klal Yisrael would be by causing them to sin in the area of 

immorality, as Hashem is vengeful and does not tolerate this sin, and He would therefore rescind His 

protection of them if they would sin. Bilaam added that the Jewish people were desirous of linen 

garments and based on this information, they devised a plan that would bring Klal Yisrael to transgress 

the prohibitions of immorality as well as idolatry, thereby making them vulnerable to attack. Bilaam 

suggested that they set up booths with old women standing outside selling linen clothing at a market 

price, and young women selling them at a discounted price inside the booths, thus enticing the men to 
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enter into the tents and buy them at a bargain. Once inside they would be offered a strong Ammonite 

wine and with the alcohol burning inside them they would be seduced into idolatry and immorality.  

If this Gemarah is considered together with the explanation of the Kli Yakar, it can be inferred that when 

Klal Yisrael approached the booths selling the linen garments, their desires had already been roused by 

having been deprived the food they were craving, leaving them in a state of vulnerability and confusion 

that weakened them to the state that they could no longer resist the additional temptations being 

offered to them.  

A Multistep Plan 
We see from this that it was not an objective lack of food and drink that caused them to be in what Rashi 

describes as, “ בטירוד כשהייתם , when you were in a state of bewilderment,” but rather a multistep plan 

that was carefully orchestrated by Ammon and Moab. A4  

They needed to follow this process and manipulate Klal Yisrael’s taavos to confuse them, as they were 

aware that if they would simply suggest to Klal Yisrael that they worship Avodah Zarah, their plan would 

not succeed as no-one would have listened to them, and this devious plan was therefore much more 

nefarious than simply attempting to make Klal Yisrael sin. 

We can now understand that this is what Rashi was coming to emphasize when he wrote, “  העצה על

להחטיאכם שיעצו , that they utilized Bilaam’s suggestion to cause them to sin,” that Ammon and Moab 

were being held accountable because they had used a carefully thought out plan to coerce Klal Yisrael 

into sinning, and there lay the root of their wickedness.A3     

This is similar to the description that the Imrei Emes used to describe the activities of the Germans during 

world war two. In the middle of the war, after the Imrei Emes had already arrived in Eretz Yisrael, he 

spoke at a gathering in the “חורבה” Shul in the old city, and cited the possuk, ( א, יב בדניאל ) “  אשר צרה עת

ההיא העת עד גוי מהיות נהיתה לא , a time of distress that had not come to pass from when we became a 

nation until now.” He explained that although Klal Yisrael had suffered many misfortunes over its history, 

such as mass murders during the Crusades and the terrible pogroms of Europe, those had been 

spontaneous outbursts of anti-Semitism that paled in comparison to what the Germans were 

perpetrating, as their actions were carefully planned and calculated to maximize their efficiency on a 

scale which dwarfed anything else that had previously been done, with a focus on utilizing classic Jewish 

behavior, such as an emphasis on the integrity of the family unit, to trap as many Jews as possible and 

maximize the slaughter.  

This was in essence the same type of wickedness as that of Ammon and Moab, as they too used our 

weaknesses against us in a carefully thought out plan, and it was for this reason that they were so 

severely punished, and banned from ever marrying into the Jewish people, for all generations. This 

punishment was in essence ‘מדה כנגד מדה, measure for measure, as they had made a concerted effort 

to cause Klal Yisrael to sin and become distanced from Hashem, and so too they were punished with a 

ban against them ever joining Klal Yisrael, which would have been the way that they could have come 

close to Hashem.  

We can also explain that the reason why the possuk referred to Klal Yisrael at that time as being, “on 

their way out of Egypt,” was because we can see from the fact that Klal Yisrael became so enticed by the 

food that they were exposed to by Edom, that there was also a lack of planning on their part that was 

partially responsible for their undoing. Even though they had already spent forty years in the desert, 
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they were not yet fully prepared for entering Eretz Yisrael, and as such they were still referred to as 

being, “on their way out of Egypt.” They were still unready to face the drastic changes in lifestyle that 

would occur upon their entry, including the preparation and consumption of food that was not provided 

to them miraculously, as well as the need to deal with the upkeep of their properties. They also needed 

to prepare themselves to the changes in leadership, with the transfer of leadership from Aharon 

Hakohen to Elazar Hakohen and from Moshe Rabeinu to Yehoshua. All of this would be thrust upon them 

and because they were nervous and not yet adequately prepared to deal with the temptations they 

would face they were more easily thrown off kilter by them.A5 

Forethought 
There is a very powerful lesson for us to take away from this parshah. We must appreciate the fact that 

what played against Klal Yisrael and caused them to falter was a carefully composed plan at the hands 

of their enemies in addition to a lack of planning on their part. Chazal tell us, ( .יא סוטה מדה טובה מרובה “ (

 the Divine attribute of kindness is more powerful than that of punishment,” so if these ,ממדת פורענות

events were the result of a lack of planning and forethought, then when one does plan out his actions 

and prepares for what lies ahead of him he will be blessed with success in an even greater measure.  

Elul 
This is especially relevant to the month of Elul, as we prepare ourselves for the upcoming days of 

judgment. As we approach Rosh Hashanah and we engage in our annual Cheshbon Hanefesh, it is easy 

to become discouraged when one sees that unfortunately another year has passed and one has once 

again not upheld the undertakings that he took upon himself the previous Elul. We are often plagued 

with doubt, and question about the value of making a Cheshbon Hanefesh at all, as it seems to be almost 

impossible to follow through on one’s undertakings and actually implement a significant improvement 

in one’s behavior and character.  

We must learn from our parshah just how important and effective it is to plan ahead, as we can see that 

aside from the fact that Ammon and Moab were held accountable for effectively causing Klal Yisrael to 

sin, they were punished with such severity due to the fact that they had planned out how to perpetrate 

their evil. If planning out a sin is considered a sin in and of itself, and resulted in the compounding and 

intensification of their punishment, then planning a mitzvah must also be a mitzvah in and of itself that 

one will be rewarded for.  

This is a fantastic way to approach the days of Elul, as the planning of our approach to the coming year’s 

Avodas Hashem is a mitzvah in and of itself, so even if we are not coming into the days of judgment with 

as many Mitzvos and we would like to have accomplished, nevertheless in the merit of our Cheshbon 

Hanefesh itself, IY”H we will merit a blessed new year and a כתיבה וחתימה טובה, amen, KY”R. 
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