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 פרשת וירא       
Was Yitzchok slaughtered at the Akaida? 
1) Before Avraham was about to slaughter 

Yitzchok, he was told do not stretch your hand out 
against the boy- 1.אל תשלח ידך אל הנער The Midrash says 
that from here we see a hint from the Torah to תחית המתים; 
resurrection of the dead. Continues the Midrash- even 
Yitzchok said 2.ברוך...מחיה המתים How do we see from this 
Pasuk a hint to תחית המתים? 

   

2) The Pasuk states  שרה ולבכתהללספד ; Avraham 
eulogized Sarah.3 Why didn’t Yitzchok- an only child to 
Sarah- also eulogize her?4

 

 

3) Upon seeing Yitzchok, Rivka wonders  מי האיש

לקראתנו בשדה לךההלזה ה
5 ; who is that man walking in the 
field toward us. How are we to grasp the holy Rivka 
inquiring about one of the opposite gender?  

 

4) Rashi tells us on 6
 the boys grew ;ויגדלו הנערים

up, that Yaakov and Esav were 13 years old at the time. 
However, when we do the calculation, we see that they 
were actually 15! This is because Avraham was 100 when 
Yitzchok was born and Yitzchok was 6o when his 
children- Yaakov and Esav- were born.7 100 and 60 is 160. 
13 years later would make Avraham 173. Yet we know that 
he was 175 when- he died?8

 

 

5) The Yerushalmi says that the lives of the Avos 
come to a total of 500 years.9 However, adding up the 
years of the Avos- Avraham was 175, Yitzchok 180 and 
Yaakov 147- we arrive at a total of 502, not 500?  

 

Although we commonly think that Yitzchok 
wasn’t slaughtered at the Akaida, the Midrash informs us 
of an opinion that he actually was slaughtered. This fits 
with the terminology we find in Chazal  אפרו של יצחק נראה

 10,מזבח the ashes of Yitzchok are before me on the ;לפני...
since he was actually slaughtered.  

 

R’ Yeshaya Hertz from Dinov in his Sefer הנותן אמרי

 explains really Yitzchok was slaughtered by the שפר

                                                           
1 Breishis 22:12 
2 Taamai Haminhagim, pg 146 
3 Breishis 23:2. The name יצחק is comprised of the words קץ חי as 
his mother died as a result of the Akaida.  
4 Another reason offered why Yitzchok didn’t eulogize his 
mother is because he wasn’t properly suited to do so. This is 
because to give adequate praise, one needs to see the person’s 
entire life. This is just as we find by Moshe where the elders of 
that generation commented that the face of Moshe was like the 
sun and the face of Yehoshua like the moon (Baba Basra 75a). 
Why was it specifically the elders of that generation? Since they 
knew Moshe and Yehoshua their entire life, they are therefore 
the ones who can make such a remark. Likewise, the same 
applies by Sarah as since Yitzchok was her son and not by her, 
her entire life, he cannot give an adequate eulogy. 
5 Breishis 24:65 
6 Breishis 25:27 
7 25:26 
8 25:30 
9 Yerushalmi Brachos 1:1 
10 Vayikra 26:42, Rashi. See Zevachim 62a, Taanis 16a, Tosafos 

Akaida and was later brought back to life by Hashem. If 
so, how do we explain 'אל תשלח ידך אל הנער וגו; don’t 
slaughter Yitzchok. This was said after Hashem 
resurrected him, as Hashem was saying to Avraham don’t 
send forth your hand for a second time. Consequently, 
from here we see a hint to תחית המתים from the Torah! 
Yitzchok was the first one to have such a miracle like this 
happen to him. Indeed, we find a hint to the resurrection 
in his name as יצחק rearranged spells קץ חי- after he dies, 
he is then brought back to life. Furthermore, the second 
Bracha of Shemona Esrei- the Bracha of תחית המתים- 
corresponds to Yitzchok.   
 

From the wound he sustained at the Akaida, he 
needed to be healed. He was thus taken to Gan Eden for 
two years to be healed, says the Midrash. This is why 
after the Akaida it says11 ...וישב אברהם; Avraham 
returned…, since Yitzchok wasn’t with him as he was in 
Gan Eden.  

 

With this, we can explain how Yitzchok 
recognized the smell of Gan Eden on Yaakov, when he 
gave him the Brachos- וירח את ריח בגדיו; he smelled the 
fragrance of his garments.12      

  

When it says Yitzchok was 60 when Yaakov and 
Eav were born, it doesn’t include the two years he was in 
Gan Eden. He therefore was really 62. Consequently, 
Avraham was 162 when they were born. 13 years later 
make Avraham 175.  

 
With this information, we can comprehend why 

the Yerushalmi says only 500 years and not 502, regarding 
the years of the lives of the Avos, as it doesn’t include the 
two years that Yitzchok was in Gan Eden. 

 

It was at this time while he was in Gan Eden  that 
Yitzchok’s mother died. He therefore didn’t eulogize his 
mother. This also explains why upon seeing Ytzchok, 
Rivka commented מי האיש הלזה ההלך בשדה לקראתנו as he was 
just in Gan Eden.  
************************************************ 

    What did she say? 
Hashem tells Avraham שמע בקלה; heed Sarah’s 

voice.13 Shouldn’t it say שמע לקלה; listen to her voice, since 
that is the proper grammar? 

 

The Pasuk says נשאלה את פיה; they asked Rivka her 
decision regarding Yitzchok.14 The word פיה seems 
unnecessary?  

 

Any married man knows that women speak 
indirectly. This comes from the צניעות of women as כל כבודה

מלך פנימה בת
15  since צניעות is keeping things hidden just as 
is the idea of speaking indirectly.  

 

Nevertheless, men must learn to break this 
barrier and understand what their wives are saying. For 
this reason, it doesn’t say  לקלהשמע ; listen to her voice 

                                                           
11 22:19 
12 Breishis 27:27, Rashi. See the Redal in Pirkei Drebi Eliezer 31, s.v. פתח 
13 21:12 
14 24:57 
15 Tehillim 45:14  



rather  בקלהשמע ; in her voice. That means to what she 
implies. In the same vein, we can grasp why it says נשאלה

פיהאת  .  
 

We see this in the episode where Sarah told 
Avraham to take Hagar as a wife in order to have 
children. He complied with Sarah’s request. However, he 
didn’t discern her true desire which was that he daven for 
her that she may conceive which would avoid the need to 
take her maidservant- Hagar- as a second wife.16  
************************************************ 

The test of the Akaida 
Why is the Akaida only considered a test of 

Avraham?17 Shouldn’t it at least also be a test of Yitzchok 
since he was the one willing to give up his life?  

 

Rashi tells us that Nimrod threw Avraham into 
the כבשן האש; fiery pit, since Avraham smashed his 
father’s idols.18 We would expect such an act showing 
dedication and loyalty to Hashem would be in the Torah. 
So, why is it not stated explicitly as we only know this 
from a Midrash? After all, the Akaida in which Yitzchok 
was willing to forfeit his life is mentioned explicitly?!  

 

For someone like Avraham, to give up his life for 
Kidush Hashem, says the Divrei Shmuel,19 is no big deal, as 
it is just exchanging a physical garment- the body- for a 
spiritual one. This may sound extreme to us but that is 
only because we are so far from that. This explains why 
Avraham jumping into the כבשן האש is not mentioned in 
the Torah.  

 

So what was the test of the Akaida? It was a 
philosophical test. That is, if כי ביצחק יקרא לך זרע

20 ; 
offspring will be considered yours through Yitzchok, then 
how can Avraham be told now to slaughter him.21 
Avraham passed this test by not questioning what 
Hashem said, as he fulfilled ואני בתמי אלך; I will walk in 
perfect innocence.22  

                                                           
16 Breishis Rabba 71:7, Eitz Yosef, s.v. זה אברהם 
17 We are told that on the day of the וישכם אברהם בבקר -עקידה; 
Avraham woke up early in the morning (22:3). How he was able 
to go to sleep thinking he would slaughter his beloved son 
Yitzchok the next day? Since Avraham was doing the will of 
Hashem, he prepared himself by getting adequate sleep to 
perform the Mitzva properly. That requires lots of Emuna. We 
can contrast this to Paroh’s sleep where Rashi (Shemos 12:30) 
tells us he awoke from his bed on the night of Makkas 
Bechoros. The point Rashi is making is not that he awoke but 
that he was able to go to sleep on such a night when he knew 
that Makkas Bechoros was coming (there wasn’t room for 
doubt with this Makka as the first 9 came just as he was told). 
Such was the wickedness of Paroh.  
18 Breishis 11:28, Rashi. In אור כשדים Hashem saved Avraham from 
the אש; fire. In fact, this is one reason why it is called אור כשדים as 
ברהם, א are the initials of אש means fire. Is it any surprise that אור

רהש .  
19 Nesivos Shalom, Vayera, pg 115 
20 21:12. Parenthetically, ביצחק has a Gematria of 210 as it hints to 
that from when he was born, we count the years of the 
enslavement in Mitzrayim (Breishis 15:13).  
21 The word ביצחק hints to that his destiny will continue through 
Yaakov, not Esav. This is because it is a contraction of יצחק 'ב , the 
second child- that is Yaakov, since Esav was born first.  
22 Tehillim 26:11 

************************************************ 
       Does it get more pure than this  
When Sarah was told about having a child at 

such an old age, she laughed in disbelief. Let us cite the 
Pesukim:  ואברהם ושרה זקנים באים בימים חדל להיות לשרה ארח

היפלא מה' דבר למועד  היתה לי עדנה ואדני זקן... בלותיאחרי  כנשים...

אליך...אשוב  - Avraham and Sarah were old, well on in years, 
the manner of women had ceased to be with Sarah. Sarah 
laughed saying after I had withered shall I again have 
delicate skin? And my husband is old. Then Hashem said 
to Avraham why is it that Sarah laughed saying shall I in 
truth bear a child although I have aged. Is anything 
beyond Hashem?! At the appointed time I will return to 
you at this time next year, and Sarah will have a son.23  

 

The מאור ושמש
24 (1751-1823) struggles to 

understand where was Sarah’s Emuna as Hashem could 
give her children at an old age?  

 

The מאור ושמש understands this episode in a 
different light. Through the act of relations of a couple, a 
physical body of a child can be born. However, Avraham 
and Sarah purified their bodies so much and had no 
physicality to their act of relations since it was with such 
holiness and purity.  

 

In this light we can grasp the meaning of the 
Pesukim.  ושרה זקנים באים בימיםואברהם  ,the Gemara says ,זקן -
refers to wisdom.25 This means they cleansed themselves 
spiritually more and more as they got older. The next 
words are  חדל להיות לשרה ארח כנשים– she wasn’t naturally 
physical like other women. She therefore said  בלותיאחרי  
from the term בלתי meaning I myself that has no 
physicality, היתה לי עדנה- I can’t bring myself to any 
physicality which is under the domain of time as עדנה can 
mean time as in ואדני זקן .עדן- my master Avraham clings to 
Hashem so much (as זקן is a contraction of זה שקנה חכמה, 
one who has acquired wisdom) and he also has no 
physicality to him. Since in order to bring about a child 
into the world there must be some physicality involved in 
the act of relations, how is it then possible, Sarah 
wondered, for her to have a child!  

 

Hashem answers her היפלא מה' דבר למועד אשוב אליך- 
 I can -אשוב אליך -refers to time. So Hashem answered מועד
return you under the domain of time, in order that you 
can have some physicality so that you can bear a child- 
    .ולשרה בן
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     לעילוי נשמת שמואל אביגדור בן יצחק מאיר

                                                           
23 Breishis 18:11-14 
24 Vayera, s.v. ואברהם ושרה. A wealthy person set his eyes on the 
 for his daughter from the age 5. He therefore asked מאור ושמש
the father of the מאור ושמש to promise him that he will designate 
his son for his daughter. Soon after his Bar Mitzvah, the  מאור

מאור  The .(תולדות המחבר beginning of ,מאור ושמש) married her ושמש

 later became a Chassid and was close to the Noam ושמש
Elimelech as well as the Chozeh of Lublin. Although the city of 
Cracow where he was, was opposed to Chassidus, the מאור ושמש 
started the first Chassidish Minyan there. The Rav of Cracow- R’ 
Yitzchok Halevi- who was opposed to this, gathered his Beis Din 
together and put the מאור ושמש in חרם; excommunication.  
25 Kidushin 32b 


