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 שפטיםפרשת 

 

ֶריָך ֲאֶשר  ְרְבָך ְבַאַחד ְשעָּ ֵצא ְבקִּ מָּ י יִּ ה ֲאֶשר ַיֲעשֶ יָך קֶ ֱאֹל 'הכִּ שָּ יש אֹו אִּ ְך אִּ ה ֹנֵתן לָּ
ַרע ְבֵעיֵני  יתוֹ יָך קֶ ֱאֹל 'הֶאת הָּ   ַלֲעֹבר ְברִּ

“If there will be found among you, within one of your cities which the 

Hashem, your G-d is giving you, a man or woman who does evil in the 

eyes of Hashem, your G-d, to transgress His covenant” (17:2)  

Rabbeinu Bachya notes that the word “b’kirbecha,” “among you,” can 

also be read as “bikrovecha,” “among your relatives.”  The lesson is that one 

has an obligation to correct any wrongdoing that he is aware of, even when 

the person acting erroneously is a relative.  When a person has a relative 

who is acting incorrectly, he should not say that it is not for him to get 

involved and that he does not want to say anything.  One has a responsibility 

to be proactive and correct him in the appropriate way.  A relative is privy to 

more than outsiders and is in a better position to make an impact because of 

the close relationship that he shares with the person who he will be 

correcting. 

 

ן  סּור מִּ ט ֲאֶשר ֹיאְמרּו ְלָך ַּתֲעֶשה ֹלא תָּ ְשפָּ ה ֲאֶשר יֹורּוָך ְוַעל ַהמִּ י ַהּתֹורָּ ַעל פִּ
ין ּוְשֹמאל ידּו ְלָך יָּמִּ ר ֲאֶשר ַיגִּ בָּ  ַהדָּ

“According to the law they instruct you and according to the judgment 

they say to you, you shall do; you shall not divert from the word they 

tell you, either right or left” (17:10)  

 This posuk is the source for the mitzvah to heed the words of Chazal 

and the Torah leaders of each subsequent generation.  The Sefer HaChinuch 

(Mitzvah 495) writes: “Included in this mitzvah is also the requirement to 

listen to and do that which is commanded by the leader in each era, i.e. the 

greatest sage that is among us in our days…  One who transgresses this and 

does not heed the counsel of the leaders of his generation in Torah wisdom 

to do as they instruct violates this positive commandment.  His punishment 

is very severe, for this is the strong pillar upon which the Torah rests.  This 

is apparent to anyone with knowledge.”   
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Although this mitzvah is presented by the Torah in the context of a 

very specific case that no longer applies when the Sanhedrin is not extant, 

the Sefer HaChinuch makes it clear that the mitzvah remains extremely 

relevant to us today.  We should make a point of seeking out the opinion of 

great Torah scholars and be sure to follow their words.  The fact that the 

Torah invests the greatest sages of each generation with the authority to 

interpret the Torah and apply it to their times for their followers is a basic 

principle of Torah Judaism. 

 

ָאֶרץ ֲאֶשר כִּ  ֹבא ֶאל הָּ ּה וְ קֶ ֱאֹל 'הי תָּ ה בָּ ּה ְויַָּשְבּתָּ ְשּתָּ ירִּ ְך וִּ ה יָך ֹנֵתן לָּ ימָּ שִּ ָאַמְרּתָּ אָּ
י יֹבתָּ ם ֲאֶשר ְסבִּ ל ַהגֹויִּ ַלי ֶמֶלְך ְככָּ   עָּ

“When you come to the land Hashem, your G-d, is giving you, and you 

possess it and live therein, and you say: I will set a king over myself, like 

all the nations around me” (17:14)  

 The Mincha Belula explains that the nation was only allowed to 

appoint a king after conquering Eretz Yisrael and apportioning the land so 

that their victory over the Canaanim would not be attributed to the king’s 

strength and prowess in battle.  To ensure that there would be no distortion 

and no false attribution of the true cause for their success, the Torah forbade 

the appointment of a king any earlier.   

Often people fail to see the hand of Hashem intervening in the daily 

events that they encounter.  The ability to clearly recognize Hashem’s hand 

in everything rather than chalking events up to natural causes is so important 

that the Torah delayed a Jewish monarchy for this reason.   We see how 

imperative it is for us to view every event in our lives as directed by 

Hashem, who influences the lives of each and every individual.  

 
ֵרַע  זָּ ֵבד בֹו ְוֹלא יִּ ן ֲאֶשר ֹלא ֵיעָּ ה ֶאל ַנַחל ֵאיתָּ ֶעְגלָּ וא ֶאת הָּ יר ַההִּ עִּ ְקֵני הָּ דּו זִּ ְוהֹורִּ

ה ַבנַָּחל ֶעְגלָּ ם ֶאת הָּ ְרפּו שָּ   ְועָּ
“The elders of that city shall bring the calf down to a rugged valley, 

which was neither tilled nor sown, and there in the valley, they shall 

decapitate the calf” (124:) 

 Rashi quotes the Gemara in Sotah 46a that the procedure of beheading 

the calf was done on land that had never been planted because a calf that has 
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not produced should be killed in a location that has not produced fruits to 

atone for the death of a man who was not allowed the opportunity to produce 

fruits. The Sifsei Chachamim explains that this means that the person was 

unable to perform mitzvos. 

Not only must the location of the procedure be one that was never 

planted, but it is forbidden to plant in that area ever again, even after the 

ritual is completed. The tragedy that took place is so severe that it must be 

remembered forever. This shows us the value that the Torah places on 

human life. According to the explanation of the Sifsei Chachamim, we also 

learn the value of mitzvos. The mitzvos that a person does are everlasting. If 

someone was robbed of the chance to do mitzvos, an everlasting memorial 

must be established to replace them. 

From this, we can learn the importance of every mitzvah. We should 

never let the opportunity to do a mitzvah go by.  We must also realize the 

tragedy of all the Jewish people today who do not observe the mitzvos. This 

sad fact should bother us to the point where we should want to help them. If 

being robbed of the chance to do mitzvos through murder is so terrible, how 

much worse it must be to consciously make this choice! Many people do not 

know better and we should feel the desire and responsibility to help them 

recognize the beauty of Torah and mitzvos and to show them the path to a 

productive and meaningful life. 
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