
We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  Richard and  Anita  Grossman for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

PARSHAT BECHUKOTAI 5776

"WHY DOE STHE TORAH NOT SPEAK ABOUT OLAM HABA"

This week's parsha highlights the blessings we will receive for observing the dictates of the Torah,

and there are a far greater number of psukim detailing the punishments we will receive for not

having observed the dictates of the Torah. The Rambam writes that the blessings for not keeping the

Torah outlined in the parsha are not the true reward for mitzvah observance. The true reward is only

given to us in the Next World. This week's parsha outlines Hashem's helping those who observe

mitzvoth to observe them even further - a person will be granted sustenance, peace, and more.

However, this is only in order to enable him to further observe mitzvoth - this is not the ultimate

reward.

One of the great rewards mentioned here is "vehithalachti betochechem" "I will walk among you"

(Vayikra 26:12), Hashem will be with us. We must respect and honor Hashem and not be afraid. In

the Next World all we will want is to be near Hashem. This world is a physical world while the Next

World offers so much more. I have a question I would like to raise - if life in the Next World is such

an integral part of  our belief then why is there no mention of it  in the Torah? There are some

allusions but no explicit mention. One answer is that we do not have the basis for understanding any

description of Olam Haba. We can compare this to explaining the beauty of a picture to a blind

person - if we tell him it contains the colors red, green, and blue - even if we say green like the

grass or blue like the sky, he will have no idea what we are speaking about. The same may be said

regarding life in the Next World -we do not possess the tools to understand.

Why did Hashem make it impossible for us to understand? Because one merits life in the Next World

only for performing mitzvoth lishma, for its own sake and not for the sake of being rewarded. It is

thus preferable for us not to understand what awaits us so that our mitzvah observance be lishma.
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Why then do we pray daily: "May it be Your will, Hashem, our G-d and the G-d of our forefathers,

that we observe Your decrees in This World, and merit that we live and see and inherit goodness and

blessing in the years of Messianic times and for life of the World to Come", and in Birkat Hamazon

we pray: "the compassionate One, may He make us worthy of the days of Moshiach and the life of

the World to Come if Hashem", implying that we are performing mitzvoth in order to be rewarded

with life in the Next World. Tosafos explains that we perform mitzvoth in order to be rewarded by

Hashem but that is not a condition - we do not say that if there is no reward then we will not do the

mitzvoth.

Perhaps we desire life in the Next World because Hashem wishes to grant it to us. There are two

possible reasons a person may want to receive a gift given by another, either because it the gift is

something which  he  desires or  because it  makes the  giver  feel  good if  the receiver  accepts  it.

According to the latter explanation, receiving the gift is actually doing something for the sake of the

giver. Hashem wishes to grant us life in the Next World, so we desire it for His sake not for our sake.

Messilas Yesharim writes that man was not created only for life in this world - look at all the troubles

people have and in the end the person leaves this world. Man was created for eternal life in the Next

World and this is truly what he desires. The Tzdukkim did not believe in life in the Next World. The

reason dates back to the founders of the movement, Tzaddok and Baitus, who were disciples of

Antigonus Ish Socho who taught them that they should not be as servants serving the Master in

order to receive a reward but rather not in order to receive a reward. They interpreted that to mean

as that there is no reward. Antigonus of course taught much more, he taught that there is reward for

observing mitzvoth, but the yetzer hara made sure they heard only what they wanted to hear. If

there is no reward then they felt there is no reason to believe.

Throughout history they appeared in different forms with the common denominator being that they

wished to align themselves with the ruling party. When it was the Greeks they were Hellenists, when

it was the Chashmonaim they now had to believe in the Torah, however they limited this to the

Written Torah. The Romans then were victorious and they felt it was important to align with those in

power.  Chazal  teach  us  that  Elisha  ben  Abuye  was  among  the  Tannaim who  later  became an

apostate - he had a particular question and announced he was leaving the fold. Chazal however

teach us that he was always an apikores. Rav Chaim Brisker had a disciple who learned in university

and became an apikores. He came to R' Chaim with a list of questions which R' Chaim was able to

answer. R' Chaim asked him one question - did you have these questions before going to university

or after? When he responded that it was after - R' Chaim responded, these are not questions you are

giving me "answers" as to why you want to be an apikores, I can give you answers to questions not

answers to answers (excuses).

All  these people became apikorsim because they did not wish to believe,  we must believe that

Hashem helps us both in this world and will help us in the Next World.
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