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This week’s Parsha tells of one of the most emotionally charged dramas in the Torah where 

Yosef finally reveals himself to his brothers. The Pasuk says: 

מָ  ָריְּ צְּ י מִּ תִּ ֶתם אֹּ ַכרְּ יֶכם ֲאֶׁשר מְּ י יֹוֵסף ֲאחִּ ֹּאֶמר ֲאנִּ ָגׁשּו ַוי ׁשּו ָנא ֵאַלי ַויִּ ֹּאֶמר יֹוֵסף ֶאל ֶאָחיו גְּ )מה, ד( הַוי    

Rashi explains the wording of  ַׁשּו ָנא ֵאל יגְּ  and why Yosef asks the brothers to come closer.  

נסוגים לאחוריהם, אמר עכשיו אחי נכלמים, קרא להם בלשון רכה ותחנונים, והראה להם גשו נא אלי: ראה אותם 

  שהוא מהול

Please come closer: He saw them drawing backwards. He said,“Now my brothers are 

embarrassed” (Tanchuma Vayigash 5). He called them tenderly and pleadingly and showed 

them that he was circumcised (Ber. Rabbah 93:10). 

According to Rashi, it seems Yosef was looking to comfort his brother’s after  he observes them 

as feeling uncomfortable and  embarrassed of their past so he calls them to come closer and 

shows them  his Bris Milah. This idea in Rashi needs some explanation. What is Rashi teaching 

us about what Yosef did?  After all, if the brothers were suffering from embarrassment why 

would showing that he was circumcised make them feel any better?
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Perhaps Yosef was going out of his way to show his brothers how serious he was about them not 

feeling embarrassed and guilty of their past. He wanted them to realize that Hashem orchestrated 

these events and it all turned out for the good. Yosef did this specifically by showing that he was 

circumcised. 

Rashi in Miketz (41:55) explains that Yosef commanded all those that came to receive food to 

first be circumcised.  

אשר יאמר לכם תעשו: לפי שהיה יוסף אומר להם שימולו, וכשבאו אצל פרעה ואומרים כך הוא אומר לנו, אמר להם 

תם בר, והלא הכריז לכם ששני הרעב באים, אמרו לו אספנו הרבה והרקיבה, אמר להם אם כן כל אשר למה לא צבר

 יאמר לכם תעשו, הרי גזר על התבואה והרקיבה, מה אם יגזור עלינו ונמות

The Yafeh Toar in his commentary to Midrash Rabbah explains that by mandating circumcision 

on all of the Egyptians, Yosef was preparing for the eventual descent of his brothers down to 

                                                             
1 Most Meforshim understand Yosef showing that he was circumcised to his brothers as the need to prove that he 

was one of them. This leads to many questioning that if Yosef required all the Egyptians to be circumcised what 

benefit would he have by showing them his own circumcision? See Chizkuni, Tzeidah Laderech, and Kli Yakar. 



Mitzraim. Yosef knew that the Egyptians would mock the brothers for being circumcised and he 

therefore, devised a plan to make the Egyptians equal with the brothers by setting circumcision 

as the prerequisite for receiving food. One could argue that Yosef could have been satisfied with 

his brothers being in the position they were in since after all they got what they deserved and a 

little embarrassment paled in comparison to the twenty- two years of Yosef’s suffering and being 

separated from his father and his brother, Binyomin. But Yosef reacts differently and in effect 

says to his brothers “look at my Bris, I am circumcised and I even made all the Egyptians 

circumcise so that you wouldn’t feel different or uncomfortable among them. I’ve made a serious 

effort in sparing you from feeling shamed”. Yosef was serious about saving them from any pain 

and embarrassment and he went the extra mile to put them at ease.  

This showed the brother’s Yosef’s true feelings towards them and that he was sincere when he 

said to them  ֵֶניכ פְּ י ֱאֹלקים לִּ ָלַחנִּ ָיה ׁשְּ חְּ מִּ י לְּ י ֵהָנה כִּ תִּ ֶתם אֹּ ַכרְּ י מְּ ֵעיֵניֶכם כִּ ַחר בְּ ַאל יִּ בּו וְּ ַעָתה ַאל ֵתָעצְּ םוְּ , But now do 

not be sad, and let it not trouble you that you sold me here, for it was to preserve life that 

Hashem sent me before you. Yosef really meant what he said and he proved it with his actions.  

Good Shabbos 

  

 

   


