
 

 

 

 

 

You are all standing this day before Hashem, your God. 
 

Weekly parsha Nitzavim begins with these words: “ You are all standing this day before the Lord, your Hashem 

the leaders of your tribes, your elders and your officers, every man of Israel, your young children, your women, 

and your convert who is within your camp both your woodcutters and your water drawers, that you may enter 

the covenant of the Lord, your Hashem, and His oath, which the Lord, your Hashem, is making with you this day, 

in order to establish you this day as His people, and that He will be your Hashem…” (Dvarim 29:9-12). These 

verses refer to the day of Moshe Rabbeinu’s death, when he gathered all the people in order to bring them into 

the covenant with HaShem: Hashem promises that Jews will be His people, and in turn warns them not to 

worship idols. 

These verses raise several questions: Why does Torah begin with the words “you all”, when almost immediately it 

lists the groups of Jews, such as heads of the tribes, elders, officers etc.?  What is the meaning of the words 

“standing” and “today”?  Why do we read parshah Nitzavim on Shabbos immediately preceding Rosh Hashana? 

We’ll try to understand the answers with the help of the following story: 

Reb Yirmiyahu was a close follower of reb Meir, Rebbe from Premishlan.  Reb Yirmiyahu was a descendant of 

close disciples of Baal Shem Tov, very righteous Jews.  He was a big talmid chacham in his own right and an 

example for many.  Reb Meir regarded reb Yirmiyahu very highly, treated him as an honored guest, and paid him 

close attention. 

However, one day everything turned around.  Reb Yirmiyahu came to Premishlan as usual to meet with his 

Rebbe.  Gabbai ran to inform Rebbe of his arrival.  To his astonishment, however, Rebbe waved his hand and 

said, “Tell him to return home.  I don’t want to see him.”  Gabbai thought that Rebbe misunderstood him and 

repeated, “Should I invite reb Yirmiyahu to greet the Rebbe?”  But Rebbe replied, “I just told you to send him 

away.  I don’t want to see him.”   

Reb Yirmiyahu wasn’t one of those, who hurry with accusations.  Maybe Rebbe didn’t feel well?  Maybe 

something terrible happened, Hashem forbid?  He decided to wait by the door. To his great astonishment, reb 

Meir purposefully turned his head away from reb Yirmiyahu and walked by him, completely ignoring his 

presence. 

Reb Yirmiyahu felt pain and resentment rising, but decided to remain for Shabbos.  He took his usual seat close to 

Rebbe’s chair.  Reb Meir entered the dining hall, looked over all the guests and, staring directly at reb Yirmiyahu, 

loudly declared, “Since when do we extend special honor to descendants of righteous Rabbis?  They may pat 

themselves on the back, priding themselves of their own greatness, but Meirel says that they are just arrogant!”  

All throughout the meals reb Meir talked only about pride and hautiness of the descendants of tsaddikim. 
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After Shabbos reb Yirmiyahu decided to leave right away.  Never in his life did he live through such disgrace, and 

he didn’t want to say a minute longer.  He will join another Chassidic court.  Even if he won’t get the same 

recognition, at least he wouldn’t be publicly humiliated.  He was already climbing inside the coach, when Rebbe 

Meir’s son-in-law, reb Chaim Avraham from Mikoleb, came over.  He asked why reb Yirmiyahu was in such a 

hurry, and hearing his tale of woe tried to stop him.  He wanted first to go to Rebbe Meir and ask for the 

explanation.  But there was no stopping of reb Yirmiyahu.  He ordered the coachman to ride as fast as possible, 

away from this detestable place.   

However, unexpected happened on the road.  Horses were galloping up the steep hill, but couldn’t stay on the 

narrow path and tumbled down, crushing reb Yirmiyahu to death.  Coachman, miraculously surviving with just 

minor scrapes, hurried back to Premishlan to tell what happened.   

Upon hearing the horrible news, reb Chaim Avraham ran into Rebbe Meir’s study.  But before he uttered a single 

word, reb Meir said with a deep sigh, “You think that I don’t know what happened to our dear friend reb 

Yirmiyahu?  I learned of a terrible decree against him in Heaven and wanted to annul it by submitting him to 

public humiliation.  You should know that a small amount of shame in this world saves years in Gehinnom.  But 

Yirmiyahu didn’t understand that.  He got angry at me.  If only he remained humble and believed that whatever I 

am doing is only for his own good!  Then maybe he would have remained alive.  But now all his suffering was in 

vain.” 

With the words “you all” Torah teaches us that all Jews are equal, regardless whether they are leaders of the 

tribes or simple woodcutters.  The word “standing” hints that we are standing in prayer.  “Today” – on Rosh 

Hashanah. On Rosh Hashana we fulfill our part of the covenant: we acknowledge Hashem as our Master, we 

crown Him as our King.  When we see ourselves as part of a whole, decrease our importance compared to other 

Jews, we learn to humble ourselves before HaShem. 

We read parshat Nitzavim on Shabbos preceding Rosh Hashanah in order to prepare ourselves for the most 

solemn day of the year.  Solemn, because on this day HaShem determines our fate.  Our prayers have to be 

directed solely to crown Hashem as our King.  When we pray, we must focus only on HaShem’s greatness, give 

Him all the honor.  Then HaShem will become “your God,” will turn to us, like a Father turns to His children, and 

we can hope for favorable judgment. 

Wishing You All An Uplifting Shabbos! 

To donate or receive our parsha sheet email to lifeoftorah@gmail.com 
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