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(רש"י) שיתחזק אדם בהם תמיד בכל כחו - (ברכות לב:) ארבעה צריכים חיזוק   

     A Sichah from Maran HaGaon Rav Gershon Edelstein shlita   Parashas Metzora 5776 

 Shying Away From Publicity  

The Gemara in Sanhedrin (92a) states, “Hevei Kabal 
v’Kayam.” The word “Kabal” in this context means darkness. 
In other words, stay out of the limelight, and be “Kayam,” 
meaning remain alive. When a person performs good deeds 
and does not thrust them into the public forum; he does not 
get damaged by publicity.                   

The Gemara (ibid.) gives an example of how “staying in 
the dark” can be helpful, by citing a law regarding leprosy in 
homes. The law is that a Kohen must inspect any possible 
leprosy in a house, and if it is indeed the type that is impure, 
he must declare the house impure. However, if the leprosy is 
in a dark area of the house, and cannot be seen with natural 
light, it is deemed pure (as the Kohen cannot see it to 
proclaim it impure). We do not say that a window must be 
made close to the possible leprosy in order to allow natural 
light into the room. We also do not say that it should be seen 
by candlelight. This illustrates how “remaing in the dark” can 
help avoid impurity.           

Similarly, if a person does good deeds, he should not 
publicize them. Unfortunately, people do not usually heed this 
advice. They usually like to publicize any good deeds that 
they do, as they want people to know about their good deeds. 
Similarly, people like it when others realize how talented they 
are, or that they know a lot of Torah. Accordingly, it is 
common that people put out Sefarim in order that everyone 
should know that they know a tremendous amount of Torah.            

The truth it is that it is an obligation for a person to write 
his Torah thoughts. This is as the Sefer Chassidim (#530) 
states, “If a person has the ability to write down his Torah 
thoughts and he does not do so, he is stealing from the One 
Who revealed these thoughts to him, as He only did so in 
order that they should be written down.”  

Everyone has an obligation to learn and teach Torah. 
Accordingly, if a person merits having original Torah 
thoughts, he is obligated to teach them to others. However, 
when a person publicizes his Torah thoughts, his intention 
should only be that he is doing so in order to teach Torah 

to the public. His intention should not be that he would 
like people to know that he is a great Torah scholar.  If 
this is a person’s motivation for publicizing his Torah 
thoughts, it is considered haughtiness. If a person 
publicizes his Torah thoughts for this reason, it is not good 
for him or worthwhile for him to do so.     

The Yerushalmi in Berachos (5:1) states, “Whoever learns 
without publicity, will become smart.” This does not mean 
that people should not learn in a Beis Medrash where other 
people can see them. Rather, it means that they should not try 
to publicize how they are such great learners.              

If a person does try to publicize his Torah learning with 
intention that people should give him honor, honor will run 
away from him. The Gemara in Eruvin (13b) states, “If 
someone runs after greatness, greatness runs away from him.” 
Similarly, if a person runs after honor, honor runs away from 
him.       

The same applies regarding a person who wants to be 
appointed to a public post. If he wants to be appointed to the 
post because he knows he can help the public, and would be 
good for them, this is a very honorable and pure motive. Such 
a person will not lose from his appointment, and people will 
indeed appreciate him. However, if he would like to be 
appointed because of the honor and prestige he will gain, 
people will not appreciate him, and greatness will escape him.                

      Being Honest With Money 
The Passuk in Yirmiyahu (17:11) states, “He makes money 

although not through justice, in midlife he will leave it over, 
and the end will be disgusting.” In other words, if a person 
earns his fortune dishonestly, the money will not last. 
However, if a person earns his money honestly and without 
trickery, in a way where he does not cause others suffering in 
order to earn his money, his fortune will last.  

[I remember a certain family from my childhood days in 
Russia. The father was a businessman, and he earned his 
living as a merchant. He passed away in his prime, and his 
wife opened a store in order to support their family. She had 
customers who were both Jewish and non-Jewish. She asked 
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my father the following question. The Halachah is that if a 
non-Jew makes a financial mistake (such as overpaying), one 
does not have to alert him to this mistake, and may keep the 
money. Should she practice this leniency in her business, or 
should she notify any gentile who makes a mistake that he 
overpaid? My father answered that she should notify any 
gentile if he overpays. She indeed practiced business in this 
fashion, and became known as an honest person with whom it 
was a pleasure to do business. She certainly ended up 
profiting from what at first might have seemed like a loss.]                                                                                 

This does not only apply to those who make money 
dishonestly. It also applies to people who act inappropriately 
with their money. If a person does not give charity like he is 
supposed to, such as not giving Ma’aser (tenth) or a Chomesh 
(fifth) of his profits to charity, his fortune will also leave him 
in the middle of his life. In some cases, (such as those 
detailed in Ahavas Chesed 2:20), a person must give more 
than a Chomesh.     

If a person does not give charity as he should, either his 
fortune will leave him, or Hashem will give him other 
troubles that will cause him to be unable to enjoy his wealth. 
These troubles can often be far worse than poverty.  

Everything that happens in this world is as judged in 
Heaven. When evildoers have a good life, it is because 
Hashem wants them to have their reward in this world, in 
order that they should not have any reward in the next world. 
Instead, they will be punished in the next world for all of their 
bad deeds. The righteous, on the other hand, prefer to suffer in 
this world in order to atone for their sins. Even righteous 
people sometimes sin, as the Passuk in Koheles (7:20) states, 
“For there is no man in the land that does not sin.” Since they 
suffer to atone for their sins in this world, they will have a 
good portion of Olam Haba in the next world, without having 
to go to Gehinnom. Any type of suffering takes away sin, 
including poverty. If someone does not have any difficulties 
in this world, he should worry that he might have to pay for 
his sins in the next world.    

A person who receives money unjustly, or does not take off 
Ma’aser, will lose his fortune. So too a person who lobbies to 
receive a position that he does not really deserve in order to 
receive honor, will lose that position. Instead of receiving 
honor, he will be degraded. 

             Bein Ha’Zemanim                       

 Now that we have discussed receiving honor and 
indulging in the pleasures of this world, let us discuss another 
topic that is related. It is clear that the smell of Bein 
Ha’Zemanim is already in the air. Perhaps not for some, but 

for others it is clear that at the end of the Zeman they already 
smell Bein Ha’Zemanim.                        

Some people think that there is no obligation to learn 
Torah during Bein Ha’Zemanim. This is a colossal mistake. 
The Rambam (Hilchos Talmud Torah 1:8) states that even a 
person who is afflicted with diseases is obligated to study 
Torah if he possibly can. Of course, if it is too difficult to do 
so, he is not obligated to study Torah. However, everyone is 
obligated to study Torah according to their ability. 

Let us remind ourselves of concepts and Torah obligations, 
that apply equally to the Zeman and Bein Ha’Zemanim. Some 
people think it is merely a Middas Chassidus to study Torah 
during Bein Ha’Zemanim. The Passuk, “And you will study it 
day and night” applies to Bein Ha’Zemanim, just as much as 
it applies to the Zeman.                

Another concept that we must remember applies to Bein 
Ha’Zemanim and the Zeman equally, is taught to us by the 
Passuk in Tehilim (16:8), “Shivisi Hashem l’Negdi Samid” – 
“I place Hashem before me always.” “Samid” means always, 
not just during the Zeman.     

We also must remember the Gemara in Berachos (32b) that 
states that four areas need strengthening. They are: Torah, 
Tefilah, Ma’asim Tovim, and Derech Eretz. Rashi there states 
that these require strengthening always, and with one’s full 
strength. Always means always, including Bein Ha’Zemanim!  

It is said regarding Bein Ha’Zemanim that it was originally 
instituted for the Rebbeim in Cheder who could not maintain 
their teaching schedule while also taking care of their needs 
for Yom Tov. My father told me that it used to be 
commonplace in Russia that six parents would get together, 
and hire a Rebbi. They would each provide for one sixth of 
this man’s living expenses in exchange for him teaching their 
children Torah.  

In the olden days, they did not have the ability to buy 
everything with a Mehudar Hechsher. They had to make their 
own Matzos, including preparing their home to be able to 
bake the Matzos in their oven, make special flour, etc. 
Together with all of the other preparations needed to be done 
for Yom Tov, the Rebbeim were simply unable to teach 
during Bein Ha’Zemanim (at least during the time leading up 
to Pesach). Before Sukkos as well, the Rebbeim needed to 
build a Sukkah, procure a set of Arba Minim, and do other 
preparations for Yom Tov. This took a lot of time, leading to 
their being unable to teach between Yom Kippur and Sukkos. 
All of this has absolutely nothing to do with Yeshivah boys 
not learning during Bein Ha’Zemanim.  

   My grandfather zt”l, the Chidushei Ben Aryeh who was a 
Rav in Russia, composed his entire Sefer Chidushei Ben 
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Aryeh due to Bein Ha’Zemanim. How so? He used to gather 
the Rebbeim during Bein Ha’Zemanim during the one or two 
hours a day that they could spare despite their busy 
preparations, and give over an in-depth Shiur to them. These 
Shiurim were recorded, and eventually called “Chidushei Ben 
Aryeh.”  

The Merit and Obligation 

Everyone must know that the merit that a person receives 
for learning Torah during Bein Ha’Zemanim is very great. 
Since fewer people are learning, it is a time when there is 
more reward received by those who do learn. The Yerushalmi 
at the end of Berachos quotes Rebbi Shimon ben Yochai as 
stating that if you see that people are not learning Torah, stand 
up and strengthen yourself in Torah, and receive all of their 
rewards.  

Since one can receive more reward if he learns during 
Bein Ha’Zemanim, the obligation to learn when one can, 
is even greater than it is during the Zeman. This is as the 
Sharei Teshuvah (3:16) states, that one can determine how 
much of a punishment one receives if he does not do a 
Mitzvah, based on how much reward he receives if he does 
perform the Mitzvah.       

He notes that Korban Pesach and Bris Milah are two 
Mitzvos that are positive commandments. However, one who 
does not perform them receives Kares. This is unlike other 
positive commandments, regarding which one does not 
receive a mandatory punishment by Beis Din when they are 
transgressed. The reason for this, the Sharei Teshuvah 
explains, is because Pesach is a main commemoration of our 
exodus from Egypt. Similarly, the Gemara in Nedarim (31b) 
states, that there were thirteen covenants that Hashem made 
with us when he gave us the Mitzvah of Bris Milah.              

Unfortunately, it is well known that there have been many 
tragedies that have happened during Bein Ha’Zemanim, 
Rachmana Litzlan. The worst Bein Ha’Zemanim is often 
during the summer, when people go on dangerous hikes. 
However, other types of accidents occur as well. It is clear 
that the reason for this is a lack of Torah learning. The 
Gemara in Sotah (21a) says that Torah protects and saves us. 
Since Klal Yisrael has less Torah protection during Bein 
Ha’Zemanim, it is unfortunately a time when more accidents 
can occur.                  

Therefore, we must strengthen ourselves in Torah learning 
during Bein Ha’Zemanim. Everyone must keep in mind that 
they must learn as much as they can during Bein 
Ha’Zemanim, and that there is no leniency to be Mevatel 
Torah during Bein Ha’Zemanim. The additional Torah 

learning will be a tremendous merit for the entire public. May 
we all merit Siyata Dishmaya!       

Remarks at a Siyum Ha’Shas at 
the Shloshim of the Rosh Yeshiva, 
Hagaon Rav Chaim Shlomo zt”l     

When we make a Siyum for the Neshamah of a person who 
has passed away, it is usually in order to add merits to this 
person. However, we must ask ourselves. Is it possible to add 
merits to Moshe Rabeinu? Doesn’t he already have all the 
merits he needs?  

The answer is that there is an infinite amount of reward 
that Hashem can give. This is apparent from the Mishnah in 
Avos (5:18) that indeed attributes the merits of the masses to 
Moshe Rabeinu. In other words, this shows that it is indeed 
relevant to Moshe Rabeinu that he is constantly receiving 
merits from Klal Yisrael due to his bringing them the Torah.                

Therefore, we can similarly make a Siyum l’Iluy Nishmas 
the Rosh Yeshivah, Rav Chaim Shlomo Leibowitz zt”l. Even 
though he was a Gaon, Tzaddik, Ba’al Ma’asim Tovim, and 
more, he too will receive more merits and reward due to the 
people who contributed to finishing Shas today in his 
memory.    

We often recite on Shabbos the Tefilah of Av 
Ha’Rachamim (before Ashrei). In this Tefilah, we ask 
Hashem to elevate the souls of those who have passed away 
Al Kiddush Hashem. This also shows us that we are referring 
to exceptionally pious people who not only lived their life Al 
Kiddush Hashem, but also died Al Kiddush Hashem. Even so, 
there is still more reward that Hashem can give them. We 
Daven that Hashem should continue to give them tremendous 
reward in the next world, and elevate them even further.          

Accordingly, everyone here must realize that they indeed 
are doing a tremendous favor to the Niftar by increasing 
merits in his memory. This is certainly the case here, as Shas 
has been completed several times in the memory of the Rosh 
Yeshivah. I am certain that the Rosh Yeshivah zt”l is well 
aware of the identity of every single person who learned in his 
memory, and he will be a loyal advocate on their behalf in 
Heaven.  

There is a great happiness when people finish Shas. On a 
day like this, we realize that it is not only a great happiness 
when we understand the depths of a Gemara, but it is also a 
great happiness to have learned all of the topics covered in 
Talmud Bavli.        

May all of those who have contributed to this Siyum, and 
all of those who learn Torah, have Siyata Dishmaya! This is 
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as we recite on Shabbos a special Yekum Purkan for the 
people who learn Torah and their students. May all those who 
learn Torah be blessed with all of the blessings that the Torah 
gives to those who learn Torah!      

         

     

   .                             

    

               

 

 
 

(This discourse was delivered in Adar II 5776.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Dedicated by the Kroll Family, Los Angeles 
 להצלחת בניהם ובנותיהם בתורה וביראת שמים

For donations or dedications of the Hebrew and English flyers, or to receive the sichos to your email, please 
contact: darkei.hachizuk@gmail.com 

The sichos are transcribed and translated from a weekly va’ad in Rav Gershon Edelstein’s home.  


