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יתבר	' בעזרת ה  

 

A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.
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  KEDOSHIM ~ MOS ACHREI

CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA +    

The Ropshitzer notes in the name of Rashi, “This Parsha was written behakhel
Yisrael were gathered together, as it says, ‘Speak to the entire congregation of Adas Yisrael.’”

, “congregation”, has the same letters as da’as, “attachment” (as in “Odom knew 
4:1). The reason da’as means to attach two things together is because it 

serves as a bridge between thought and action; first we think and then we consider our 
. Afterward, we make up our minds how to act 

on what we were thinking about. We see illustrated how 
bridge, connecting and attaching thought and action. 

Any connection joins two opposing poles or extremes, bridging them and closing the 
gap between them. This is the force of our forefather Yaakov, who was the bridge between 
Avrohom and Yitzchok. (Yaakov represents Tiferes, the attribute that bridges the opposing 

and Yitzchok’s Gevura – translator’s note.) 

yud akev – the heel and the letter yud – because he can connect (even 
the lowliest point in the body (the heel) to the rest of the body and mind represented by 
Therefore, Rav Akiva is quoted as teaching us, Ve’ahavta lerai’acha komocha ze klal godol 
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behakhel when Bnei 
Yisrael were gathered together, as it says, ‘Speak to the entire congregation of Adas Yisrael.’” 

, “attachment” (as in “Odom knew 
means to attach two things together is because it 

serves as a bridge between thought and action; first we think and then we consider our 
. Afterward, we make up our minds how to act – this is da’as. 

on what we were thinking about. We see illustrated how da’as acts as a 

Any connection joins two opposing poles or extremes, bridging them and closing the 
ther Yaakov, who was the bridge between 

, the attribute that bridges the opposing 

because he can connect (even 
the lowliest point in the body (the heel) to the rest of the body and mind represented by yud). 

Ve’ahavta lerai’acha komocha ze klal godol 



2 � Achrei Mos - Kedoshim / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

baTorah, that loving your fellow like yourself is a great principle in the Torah (Yerushalmi 
Nedorim 30:2). 

The Ropshitzer connects the story of Rav Akiva’s talmidim to Yaakov in a most 
wondrous way. We know that Yaakov desired peace and therefore opposed Shimon and 
Levi’s slaughter of the people of Shechem after they had circumcised themselves (see Bereishis 
34:30) This slaughter of the people of Shechem ended up coming back as the deaths of the 
talmidim of Rav Akiva, as Chazal teach us (Yevomos 62b) that they died because they failed to 
honor each other and they lacked togetherness, friendship and a connection to each other. 

[The Megaleh Amukos and the Rama MiFano explain that there were three gilgulim or 
reincarnations of the slain people of Shechem who numbered 24,000, and the corresponding 
number of dead from the tribe of Shimon in Shittim and the same number of students of Rav 
Akiva who died between Pesach and Shavuos. This is why Rav Akiva championed the concept 
of loving each other – ve’ahavta lerai’acha komocha – because he saw the destruction brought 
about when these words were not heeded.] 

The Ropshitzer explains that Rav Akiva’s students died between Pesach and Shavuos 
because it is the time of Sefiras HaOmer, days designated for us to work on ourselves, 
perfecting and correcting our middos (character traits) to refine them and the talmidim should 
therefore have attached themselves to each other.  

This is why the mitzva to count the Omer begins after Pesach, which the pasuk calls 
Shabbos (Vayikra 23:15): “You shall count for yourselves from the day after the Shabbos”, 
because Shabbos encompasses all seven days of the week. Sefiras HaOmer is seen to symbolize 
a gathering together of disparate middos, a connection between opposing traits, a way to 
attach, connect and build bridges between opposing elements. This idea is hinted at in the 
gematria of lerai’acha (your friend) whose gematria (320) is equal to Omer (316 plus the four 
letters of the word), hinting that the Omer is a time for friendship, fraternity and attachment. 
In addition, ve’ahavta lerai’acha komocha is called a klal godol baTorah, and the word klal, which 
means “gather together” or “include”, also alludes to friendship and attachment, because we 
are rectifying our middos and bridging gaps between them; this is the primary avoda in a 
person’s life – to refine, fix and rectify his middos. 

The Ropshitzer comments in the name of Chazal (Yevomos 61a) that only we, the Jews, 
are called by the name Odom (as opposed to Enosh or other terms for humanity). Odom has the 
same gematria as midda – forty-nine – like the forty-nine days counted during the Omer, when 
we count the seven traits times seven, which equal forty-nine combinations of these traits. 
Seven times the value of Odom equals Omer, teaching us once again that to rectify all our 
seven traits during the Omer is what makes us Odom. 

The Ropshitzer concludes that Rav Akiva’s talmidim, who failed to honor and respect 
each other, lacked this connection and therefore died during the time of Sefiras HaOmer 
between Pesach and Shavuos, a time that should be one of unity. This unity is Yaakov’s 
attribute, as Rav Akiva said, “Ve’ahavta lerai’acha komocha is a klal godol baTorah,” connecting 
and attaching all the holy branches of Torah to each other. May we all merit this unity! 

nnn 
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“The gates of heaven opened up and I saw G-dly visions, the Creator of the four corners of the 
earth, and I gazed and meditated upon that which I had permission to, and began to explain at the 
beginning of Hashem’s holy words” Ohr HaChaim, Bereishis 
 

Praises For The Holy Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh 

Only One Who has Ruach HaKodesh Can Truly Understand 

The mechaber of Arvei Nachal, Rav Dovid Shlomo Eibshitz, writes that the words of the 
Ohr HaChaim in this Parsha (about Haskolas HaMuskal) can only be truly and fully understood 
by those who possess the faculty of Divine Inspiration known as Ruach HaKodesh. However, 
one who studies them in depth can understand and grasp just a little. (Arvei Nachal Acharei 
Mos) 

n 

Segula for Teshuva 

Rav Chaim Halberstam, a grandson of the Divrei Chaim of Sanz, related that he had a 
tradition from Tzaddikim that there is a segula to study the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh on the 
Parshios of Acharei Mos and Kedoshim, and that whoever studies those Parshios with the 
commentary of the Ohr HaChaim is guaranteed not to die before having succeeded in doing 
teshuva. (Kimu VeKiblu II p. 256) 

nn 

The Holy Lights Of The Ohr Hachaim 

Support Bnei Torah and Do Not Cheat Them or Steal their Parnossa 

“Do not oppress your fellow and do not steal from him” (19:13). 

The Ohr HaChaim sees in this pasuk a hint at the unfortunate practice of some people, 
who cheat Torah scholars and Talmidei Chachomim of their rightful parnossa by denying 
support for them and not sustaining them and their limud Torah. 

The Ohr HaChaim asks why it is that we see that Bnei Torah lack parnossa in this world. 
Why is it that it seems like Hashem, Heaven forbid, does not provide for them? The Medrash 
(Yalkut Mishlei #904) personifies the Torah and depicts her as asking, “Why are my children 
poor?” The Ohr HaChaim answers based on a teaching of the holy Arizal: This material, lowly, 
physical world is simply incapable of holding and containing the bounty of greatness and 
goodness that the Tzaddikim deserve to receive. Hashem therefore sustains the average people 
and gives them parnossa; they, in turn, are supposed to support the Bnei Torah. Says the Ohr 
HaChaim that this teaching from the Arizal tells us that the wealthy and those who have a 
livelihood are a channel through which the blessing and support of the Torah scholars must 
pass through; they serve as a conduit from Hashem to give the Bnei Torah their rightfully 
deserved earnings that this world cannot otherwise withstand. If so, concludes the Ohr 
HaChaim, if they withhold their support for Bnei Torah, they are denying the Torah scholars 

 
OHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIM    
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their rightful parnossa and are little better than cheats and thieves. This is why our pasuk 
admonishes us not to cheat or steal from our fellow, called in our pasuk rei’acha, meaning the 
Tzaddikim and Bnei Torah, as in (Tehillim 122) where we are asked to act lemaan achai verei’ai – 
“for the benefit of our brethren and friends”. 

n n n 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). 
The method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of 
Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 
for a connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit candle on the day 
that a relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 
people would like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only 
true on a yahrzeit but on every Yom Tov as well. 

The author of the Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a 
tefilla. Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 
Ottoman Empire at the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, 
as a public service. 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

� עַ עֵ א יוֹ לֶ �ֶ ל הַ עַ �ַ � ִמ גֵ מָ � הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת �ַ �צַ ְמ נִ ה הַ ילָ פִ ְ	 [ ָ�  ]ד"ד כמוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ� ָר ל 
 

____________ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת )מַ ְ� י נִ יל&עִ לְ ת &חַ נ&ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ  
 ְ�ַרֲחִמי1 ֶ�ְ	ַקֵ�ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ& ֵוא/ֵהי ֶא/ֵקינ& 'ה י-נֶ פָ לְ � ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ  ,____________ת �ַ /��ֵ 

ל 2ֹ ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ�ַמֲע3ֶ  ֵ�י�, ְ�ִדי�&ר ֵ�י�, ְ�ַמַחָ�ָבה ֵ�י�, עו3ֶֹה ֶ��ִני ַהטוֹב ַמֲע3ֶה 2ָל &ְבָרצוֹ�
/ י ִמ ִא / י בִ ל )ה ֶ� מָ ָ� נְ & חַ ר& �פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ �ִ &, לאֵ ָר 3ְ יִ  -ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ� נְ י לִ יל&עִ לְ ת &חַ נ&ְמ לְ ת &כ&זְ לִ 
 .י1יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת �ִ רוֹ ר&1 צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ �פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה ִ	 � ֶ� צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ . ____________יק ִד צַ 

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings. 

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 
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Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS BEGINNING 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeit/Iyar

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

+ 11111111
thththth
    of of of of IyarIyarIyarIyar ~ Begins Motzai Shabbos (

� Rav Naftoli Tzvi Horowitz

(1760–1827). When Rav Naftoli decided to join the 

Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk as his mentor. He subsequently became a dedicated 

the Chozeh of Lublin, the 

Foremost among his talmidim

mechaber of the sefer Zera Yaakov

� Rav Aharon Pfeffer, Rav in South Africa, (5753/1993);

� Rav Yitzchok of Radwill, son of Rav Yechiel Michel, the Zlotchover 

+ 12121212
thththth
    of of of of IyarIyarIyarIyar ~ Begins Sunday Night

� Rav Yehuda Tzvi Eichenstein

� Rav Masoud bar Yaakov Abuchatzera, the father of the 

+ 13131313
thththth
    of of of of IyarIyarIyarIyar ~ Begins Monday Night

� Rav Yosef Neimetz, Av Bais Din

+ 14141414
thththth
    of of of of IyarIyarIyarIyar ~ Begins Tuesday Night

� Rav Meir Ba’al HaNes, (121 CE). A descendant of proselytes, Rav Meir was a 

Rav Akiva, Rav Yishmo’el, and Elisha 

Mishna with Rav Meir’s explanations. His wife was the famous wise woman, Beruria. She 

advised him wisely when neighboring wicked people disturbed him (

when their two sons died she broke the news gently and comforted him. He was one of the 

five scholars ordained by Rav Yehuda 

Kochva Revolt (Sanhedrin

Acher (“the Other”) who entered the 

heretic due to his misunderstanding of what he saw there;

� Rav Shmuel of Karov. Born in Neustadt, he became a clo

Lizhensk and later the Chozeh

and Wangrob, (5580/1820);

� Rav Leib of Zelikov, talmid

(5586/1826); 

� Rav Yehuda Tzvi of Stretin, (5667/1907);

� Rav Eliyohu Chaim Meisel

became the Rav of the city from 1840 to 1843, and later was 

Prozan (1861–1867), where he showed heroic dedication during a d

Lomza (1867–1879), where he was able to reduce by five hundred a year the number of 
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Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

~ Begins Motzai Shabbos (May 6
th

) 

Rav Naftoli Tzvi Horowitz of Ropshitz, mechaber of Ayala Shelucha

1827). When Rav Naftoli decided to join the Chassidic movement he chose Rebbe 

Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk as his mentor. He subsequently became a dedicated 

of Lublin, the Maggid of Kozhnitz, and Rav Menachem Mendel of Rymanov. 

talmidim was Rav Chaim of Sanz. His son, Rav Yaakov, was the 

Zera Yaakov, (5587/1827); 

in South Africa, (5753/1993); 

will, son of Rav Yechiel Michel, the Zlotchover Maggid

Sunday Night (May 7
th

) 

Rav Yehuda Tzvi Eichenstein of Dolima, (5669/1909). 

Yaakov Abuchatzera, the father of the Baba Sali, (5668/1908);

Monday Night (May 8
th

) 

Av Bais Din Piltz, mechaber of Ma’asei Choshev. 

Tuesday Night (May 9
th

) – Pesach Sheni

, (121 CE). A descendant of proselytes, Rav Meir was a 

Rav Akiva, Rav Yishmo’el, and Elisha ben Avuya. There are 335 halochos

with Rav Meir’s explanations. His wife was the famous wise woman, Beruria. She 

advised him wisely when neighboring wicked people disturbed him (Berochos

when their two sons died she broke the news gently and comforted him. He was one of the 

five scholars ordained by Rav Yehuda ben Bava during the persecutions following the Bar 

Sanhedrin 14). Rav Meir was buried in Teveria. His main teacher was 

(“the Other”) who entered the Pardes (“orchard”) with Rav Akiva and came out a 

heretic due to his misunderstanding of what he saw there; 

of Karov. Born in Neustadt, he became a close Chassid of Reb Elimelech of 

Chozeh of Lublin. From the year 1815, he became 

and Wangrob, (5580/1820); 

talmid of the Chozeh of Lublin and mechaber of 

of Stretin, (5667/1907); 

Rav Eliyohu Chaim Meisel, Av Bais Din of Lodz (1821–1912). Born in Horodok, he 

of the city from 1840 to 1843, and later was Rav of Drazin (1843

1867), where he showed heroic dedication during a deadly epidemic and 

1879), where he was able to reduce by five hundred a year the number of 

Z 
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www.anshe.org 

Ayala Shelucha and Zera Kodesh, 

movement he chose Rebbe 

Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk as his mentor. He subsequently became a dedicated Chassid of 

of Kozhnitz, and Rav Menachem Mendel of Rymanov. 

was Rav Chaim of Sanz. His son, Rav Yaakov, was the 

Maggid, (5592/1832). 

, (5668/1908); 

Pesach Sheni 

, (121 CE). A descendant of proselytes, Rav Meir was a talmid of 

halochos mentioned in the 

with Rav Meir’s explanations. His wife was the famous wise woman, Beruria. She 

Berochos 10a), and 

when their two sons died she broke the news gently and comforted him. He was one of the 

Bava during the persecutions following the Bar 

14). Rav Meir was buried in Teveria. His main teacher was 

(“orchard”) with Rav Akiva and came out a 

of Reb Elimelech of 

of Lublin. From the year 1815, he became Rebbe in Karov 

of Lekutei Maharil, 

1912). Born in Horodok, he 

of Drazin (1843–1861), 

eadly epidemic and 

1879), where he was able to reduce by five hundred a year the number of 
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people called for army service. He was chief Rav of Lodz from 1873 until his petira, 

(5672/1912); 

� Rav Tuvia Goldstein, Rav and Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Emek Halacha in Boro Park, 

(5763/2003). 

+ 15151515
thththth
    of of of of IyarIyarIyarIyar ~ Begins Wednesday Night (May 10

th
) 

� Rav Chaim Meir Yechiel Shapira of Moglenitz (or Moglonitza), “the Saraph of 

Moglenitz”. He was raised and taught by his maternal grandfather, the Kozhnitzer Maggid. 

He married the granddaughter of the Rebbe Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk. He was also the 

talmid of four leading figures of his generation: the Rebbes of Lublin, Peshis’cha, Apta and 

Ruzhin (5th of Iyar, according to others), (5609/1849). 

+ 16161616
thththth
    of of of of IyarIyarIyarIyar ~ Begins Thursday Night (May 11

th
) 

� Rav Meir ben Gedalia of Lublin, mechaber of Maharam on Shas, also known as Meir Einei 

Chachomim. He was invited to the rabbinate of Cracow in 1587, before the age of thirty. In 

1591, he became Rav in Lemberg. In 1613, he became Rav in Lublin and established a 

Yeshiva, (5318–5376/1558–1616); 

� Rav Yechiel Michel Feinstein (1906–2003), born to Rav Avrohom Yitzchok in Uzda, 

Lithuania. At the age of seven, Yechiel Michel lost his father and went to live with his 

grandfather, Rav Dovid Feinstein, the Rav of Stravin, Byelorussia. There he learned with his 

grandfather and uncles, Rav Moshe and Rav Mordechai. After his bar mitzva he traveled to 

Slutzk to learn under Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer. When the Bolsheviks arrived, the Yeshiva 

was forced to flee Lithuania, to Kletzk, Poland. There, he continued his studies with Rav 

Meltzer and Rav Aharon Kotler. After three years, he moved to Mir to learn with Rav 

Yeruchom Leibovitz. He also learned in Brisk, Grodno and Vilna. He escaped Europe for 

America in 1941, traveling together with Rav Aharon Kotler. Upon his arrival he opened a 

Yeshiva in Boston for the talmidim of Yeshivas Mir. Six months later his uncle, Rav Moshe 

Feinstein, summoned Rav Yechiel Michel to serve at his side as head of Yeshiva Tiferes 

Yerushalayim in New York. During a brief trip to Eretz Yisrael in 1946, he married a 

daughter of the Brisker Rav, Lifsha (17th of Iyar, according to Yated 2004), (5763/2003). 

+ 17171717
thththth
    of of of of IyarIyarIyarIyar ~ Begins Friday Night (May 12

th
) 

� Rav Yechezkel Landau, the Noda B’Yehuda (1713–1793). Born in Apta, Poland, he learned 

and served in Brody, then Prague. He also wrote Dogul Meirevova on the Shulchon Aruch 

and Tzelach on Shas, as well as Doresh Tziyon and Ahavas Tziyon. He was able to trace his 

family lineage back to Rashi, (5553/1793); 

� Rav Moshe Chaim Efraim of Sudilkov, grandson of the Ba’al Shem Tov, mechaber of 

Degel Machaneh Efraim (1748–1800). He was born and died in Medzibuzh, and his grave 

is next to that of the Ba’al Shem Tov. His brother was the famous Rav Boruch of 

Mezhibuzh. After the Ba’al Shem Tov’s passing, Moshe Chaim studied under the Maggid of 

Mezritch and Rav Yaakov Yosef of Polnoye, the mechaber of Toldos Yaakov Yosef, 

(5560/1800); 

� Rav Mordechai (“Mottele”) Twersky of Rachmistrivka (~1830–1921). Rav Mottele 

moved to Yerushalayim from Europe in 1908 (or 1906). His father, Rav Yochonon Twersky, 

son of the famous Rebbe Mottele of Chernobyl, was the first Rebbe of the Rachmistrivka 
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dynasty. When his father was niftar in 1895, Rav Menachem and his two brothers shared the 

Rachmistrivka court for eleven years. On the first day of Chol Hamoed Pesach in 1921, Rav 

Mordechai was attacked by a mob of Arabs while on his way to the Kosel. He passed away 

a month later, due to complications caused by injuries sustained during that attack, 

(5681/1921); 

� Rav Pinchas Twersky of Ostilla. The son of Rav Mordechai of Rachmistrivka, both of Rav 

Pinchas’s parents were descendants of the Ba’al Shem Tov’s greatest talmidim, Rav 

Menachem Nachum of Chernobyl (on his father’s side) and Rav Pinchas of Koritz (on his 

mother’s side). After marrying Chana Rochel, the daughter of Rav Yissochor Dov of Belz, 

Rav Pinchas settled and learned in Belz for twenty-three years. In 1923, he became the Rav 

of Ostilla, and after a few years he moved to P’shemish. Rav Pinchas was deported to the 

Belzec Extermination Camp on the 17th of Iyar in 1943. Close to one million Jews were 

murdered at Belzec; it is less well known than other camps since almost no one survived to 

tell of it. No one knows exactly when Rav Pinchas was niftar, so his Yahrzeit was 

established on the same day as that of his father. The only member of his family to survive 

the war was his daughter, who married Rav Yaakov Yosef of Skver. Together, they built 

Kiryas Skver and the Skverer Torah institutions, (5640–5703/1880–1943); 

� Rav Tavi Hirsch Rosenbaum, the Kretchnif-Sighet Rebbe, (5681–5765/1921–2005). 

 

Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
The Maharil, in Hilchos Taanis, teaches us that the reason why there is a custom to visit 

the Bais hachaim on a fast is because “this place is the resting place of the Tzaddikim and is 
therefore sanctified, pure and holy and our tefillos are more readily heard, accepted and 
answered when davened on holy ground. When you daven there, do not make requests of the 
dead who are buried there; rather ask Hashem to answer you mercifully in their merit. Then 
circle around the graves and donate charity before reciting tefillos.” 

בית הקברות הוא מקו� מנוחת הצדיקי� ומתו	 כ	 הוא מקו� קדוש וטהור התפילה נתקבלה 
ת שית� עליו רחמי� בזכות “א	 יבקש מהשי, א	 אל ישי� מגמתו נגד המתי�, ש� יותר

.וית� צדקה קוד� שיאמר התחינות, ויקי� הקברות, הצדיקי� שוכני עפר  
The Zohar in VaYeira page 71 teaches us that if we suffer any calamity or tragedy we have 

the custom to go and daven at the kevorim of Tzaddikim. The reason for this is that we approach 
them with fasting, remorse and repentance, and we have in mind that the departed souls ask and 
daven for us before Hashem on High, as opposed to the prohibition against speaking to the dead 
which is an idolatrous practice where the idol worshippers sought out the impure dead souls and 
bodies using sorcery and witchcraft. Instead, beseech our Tzaddikim who, in gan eden, are truly 
alive, and ask through tefilla and fasting and teshuva alone. 
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Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Naftoli Tzvi Ben Rav Menachem Mendel Horowitz of RopshitzRav Naftoli Tzvi Ben Rav Menachem Mendel Horowitz of RopshitzRav Naftoli Tzvi Ben Rav Menachem Mendel Horowitz of RopshitzRav Naftoli Tzvi Ben Rav Menachem Mendel Horowitz of Ropshitz,    11111111
thththth    of of of of IyarIyarIyarIyar    

Mechaber of Zera Kodesh 

How to Eat a Tefilla 

The heilige Ropshitzer used to 
daven quite quickly, while the Chozeh of 
Lublin, also one of the Ropshitzer’s Rebbes, 
davened more slowly. The Ropshitzer once 
led the Chozeh’s minyan and, as usual, 
despite his best to keep a slower pace to 
match his Rebbe’s, he still finished quickly.  

“Why do you daven so fast?” asked 
the Chozeh.  

As usual, the Ropshitzer answered 
back with wit and jest, “If one likes the 
food, he gobbles it up quickly,” (alluding to 
his love for every word of davening).  

“Ahh, I see,” replied the Chozeh. “I 
too like the fare, but I prefer to savor each 
morsel and draw out the flavor in each 
mouthful!”  

The Ropshitzer, though, would not 
be outsmarted and his retorted jest 
followed. “Rebbe, your food is piping hot 
and so you need to eat it slowly, whereas 
my own…” (Luach HaHillula) 

 

The Rav’s Psak is the Doctor’s Cure 

There was once a shaila (a 
complicated halachic query) about a 
chicken that was brought before the 
Ropshitzer Rav. The Rav ruled that it was 
kosher and his talmidim began to argue 
and dispute the ruling, trying to bring 
support for their decision that the chicken 
was treif and that the Ropshitzer’s psak 
was mistaken. After the discussion went on 
for some time, the Ropshitzer halted the 
talmidim midstride, cut them off and 
announced, “I pasken that this chicken is 
kosher and nothing you say can change my 

words or sway my ruling!”  

Just then, in walked a deathly ill 
man with a kvittel and asked the 
Ropshitzer for a berocha. The Ropshitzer 
replied aloud, “Just now a chicken with 
supposedly the very same ailment as this 
sick Jew was brought before me for a psak, 
and I ruled that the chicken was kosher. 
Therefore, I tell you that you can surely live 
even with such a condition,” and he turned 
to the sick Yid and declared, “Do you hear 
my ruling? I say you can live and so you too 
shall have a refua sheleima!” And he did. 
(Luach HaHillula) 

 

One Final Wisecrack 

The Ropshitzer was well known for 
his wisecracks, in which he hid his divine 
wisdom. But there is one other crack he is 
known for – the crack that stretches across 
his matzeiva in Lanczut where he is buried. 

Before his petira, the Ropshitzer 
commanded his family and followers that 
they should inscribe on his matzeiva – 
Yochid Bedoro Bechochmas Elokim – 
“Unique in his generation in Divine 
Wisdom”.  

The nusach of his matzeiva reads: 
“Here lies the man of G-d, passed away 
with a good name on the 11th of Iyar 5587. 
For this our hearts weep and our eyes are 
darkened. Woe to us because the crown of 
our heads has been removed. Our master 
and teacher, the holy Rav, renowned and a 
scion of prestigious lineage and pedigree, 
unique in his generation in Divine 
wisdom, and other praises we are 
forbidden from writing, as we were 
commanded by him, Rav Naftoli Tzvi, 
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Av Bais Din Ropshitz, son of the renowned 
Rav Menachem Mendel, Av Bais Din of 
Liska, May His Soul Be Bound Up In 
Everlasting 
Life.” (Yud 
Gimel Oros 
Vol. II p. 165) 

They 
fulfilled his 
wishes but not 
completely, 
because he 
also 
commanded 
them not to 
add any other 
praises at all. 

Unfortunately, they did not heed his words 
and added to his name common praises 
and titles, such as “The crown of our 
heads”, “our master and teacher”, “the holy 
Rav”, “renowned and of prestigious 
lineage”, and these words were obviously 
against the Ropshitzer’s wishes. We assume 
so, anyway, because the matzeiva cracked, 
and the crack stretches straight across the 
matzeiva from one side to the other, 
erasing those very words, the extra words 
of praise and the titles that the heilige 
Ropshitzer ordered them to omit! (As seen 
and witnessed by me every time I have 
been there. See photo attached.) 

 

    

Rav Yitzchok Ben Yechiel Michel of RadwillRav Yitzchok Ben Yechiel Michel of RadwillRav Yitzchok Ben Yechiel Michel of RadwillRav Yitzchok Ben Yechiel Michel of Radwill, , , , 11111111
thththth
    of of of of IyarIyarIyarIyar    

Mechaber of Ohr Yitzchok    

Which Avoda Is Better – Mine or 
Yours? 

When he was still a young man 
living in his father’s home, Rav Yitzchok 
used to fast and afflict himself, depriving 
himself of sleep and thus hoping to better 
serve Hashem. He would secretly give his 
daily fare to the servants and he fasted until 
nightfall. He did this for one entire year. 
That year, on Yom Kippur night, as he 
stood before his father, Rav Yechiel Michel 
of Zlotchov, he was so overcome with 
fatigue that he fell asleep standing and had 
a vision. In that vision he wandered the 
heavenly palaces from chamber to chamber 
and there he saw that his avoda and his 

lack of sleep, his deprivation and fasting 
had an unwholesome stench, whereas when 
he observed his father’s beautiful chamber 
and his father’s avoda, all the sleep his 
father slept and the food he ate and drinks 
he drank, Rav Yechiel Michel smelled like 
fragrant flowers and glowed and shone 
with splendor.  

When he awoke from his vision, his 
father, the Tzaddik Rav Yechiel Michel of 
Zlotchov, turned to him and said, “So 
whose way of serving Hashem is better – 
mine or yours? My eating and sleeping or 
your fasting and afflictions?” (Kisvei 
Kodesh Rav Moshe Midner) 

    
Rav Masoud AbuchatzeraRav Masoud AbuchatzeraRav Masoud AbuchatzeraRav Masoud Abuchatzera, , , , 12121212

thththth
    of of of of IyarIyarIyarIyar 

The Stain of Sin 

On the day when Rav Masoud 
passed on and was buried, a terrible thing 
occurred: the local goyim, jealous of the 
honor and respect accorded the Rav at the 
large levaya, opened his freshly dug grave 

and dishonored the body. Needless to say, 
the family was greatly upset and disturbed. 
That night, Rav Masoud appeared to his 
son Rav Dovid in a dream and told him, 
“Know, my son, that you should not be 
troubled by this. The reason this occurred 
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was because among those people who 
attended to me after I died was a Jew 
whose name was such-and-such, and he 
washed my feet during the tahara. On that 
day, he had engaged in such-and-such a sin 

and its stain besmirched me and caused 
this to happen.”  

After the dream, Rav Dovid 
researched the matter and the dream was 
revealed to be true. (Malchei Rabbonon) 



Rav Yosef NeimetzRav Yosef NeimetzRav Yosef NeimetzRav Yosef Neimetz, 1, 1, 1, 13333thththth    of Iyarof Iyarof Iyarof Iyar    

Mechaber of Ma’asei Choshev 

What’s in a Name? 

“I named this sefer Ma’asei Choshev 
in order to purify and refine my thoughts 
and in order that none shall be left behind 

and continue on to the next eternal world.” 
(Intro to Ma’asei Choshev on Gemora 
Maseches Shavuos) 

 

Rav Eliyohu Chaim MeiselRav Eliyohu Chaim MeiselRav Eliyohu Chaim MeiselRav Eliyohu Chaim Meisel,,,,    11114444
thththth
    of Iyarof Iyarof Iyarof Iyar    

Av Bais Din Lodz 

 “Be slow and cautious to judge” (Avos 1:1) 

Rav Ovadia Yosef used to illustrate 
our Mishna using the following story: 

 

A Silver Snuffbox and a Sneaky Thief 

A merchant approached Rav Eliyohu 
Chaim Meisel of Lodz and complained, “I 
came from Lomza to conduct business here 
in Lodz and stayed at a local inn. When I 
headed to the train station, I realized that I 
had forgotten my wallet and watch back at 
my hotel room under my pillow. However, 
when I came back to the hotel, the 
proprietor claimed he did not find them. 
Rav, I know I left them under my pillow – 
what am I to do?”  

Rav Eliyohu Chaim knew that the 
innkeeper was untrustworthy when it came 
to money matters, and that his reputation 
was none too good. He called him in and 
presented the arguments and accusations 
of the visiting merchant, but the innkeeper 
stood his ground and emphatically declared 
his honesty. Taking out his silver snuffbox 
and taking a pinch, he declared, “Rav, I tell 
you he made a mistake. I didn’t find any 

wallet or watch in his room.”  

“May I have a pinch of snuff?” asked 
the Rav.  

“Of course,” agreed the innkeeper.  

As the Rav took the silver snuffbox 
and began to take snuff, he asked the two 
litigants two wait outside while he 
deliberated, and he called in his attendant. 
“Quick, hurry down to the inn, give the 
innkeeper’s wife this silver snuffbox and 
say, “Your husband asked me to pick up the 
watch and the wallet he found in the room. 
Here is his silver snuffbox as proof that he 
sent me.”  

The attendant ran off to fulfill his 
errand and soon came back with the watch 
and the wallet. Rav Eliyohu Chaim called in 
the merchant and asked for identifying 
simonim on the watch, how much money 
was in the wallet and in what 
denominations. He then returned them to 
their rightful owner, called in the 
innkeeper, returned his snuffbox and sent 
him home. (Anaf Etz Avos p. 4) 

“Rav Shimon ben Gamliel said: The 
world stand on three things – on judgment, 
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truth and peace” (Avos 1:18). 

 

Rav Ovadia Yosef used to illustrate 
the judgment and justice in our Mishna 
using the following stories: 

 

Whitewashed and Stolen 

There once came before Rav Eliyohu 
Chaim Meisel and his court two women 
who were neighbors and had a dispute. 
They had both laundered their families’ 
respective clothing and hung out the wash 
to dry in the yard. Thieves passed by and 
stole all the laundry hanging on the line 
from one family and left the wash on the 
second laundry line untouched. It so 
happened that the laundry was white and 
basically identical, so that each neighbor 
claimed that hers had been spared and the 
other’s stolen!  

“Your clothes were stolen and mine 
have been left behind!”  

“No, it’s yours that were stolen and 
mine that were spared!” 

Rav Eliyohu Chaim asked that the 
clothes be brought before him. When the 
laundry was brought in, he asked the ladies 
to leave the room. Once the neighbors had 
departed, he called in his own wife and 
asked her to add some of their own white 
laundry identical to the clothes laid out. He 
then called in one of the ladies and asked 
her, “Can you recognize which articles of 
clothing are yours among this pile of 
whites?”  

“Yes, Rebbe, I can,” answered the 
woman.  

“Be careful to select only your 
clothing and not to make a mistake,” he 
warned her.  

She began to select from the 
laundry. “This one is mine, and this, this 
other one, no, that’s not mine.” And so she 
selected all her laundry and left the Rav’s 
on the other pile. The Rav thanked her, 

asked her to step out again, called the other 
neighbor and asked her to do the same.  

“This is mine, and this, and this one, 
in fact they are all mine!” the second lady 
declared.  

The Rav rebuked her sharply. “You 
are not telling the truth – this laundry 
belongs to your neighbor!”  

 

The Poritz and the Wallet 

Another case that came before Rav 
Eliyohu Chaim of Lodz was that of a man 
who found a wallet: “About a month ago, as 
I walked down the street I found a wallet 
and picked it up. At home I counted the 
money and discovered that it contained a 
thousand rubles,” he told the Rav. “The 
next day I read in the paper that the Polish 
nobleman had lost his wallet and offered a 
reward for its return. I promptly returned 
the wallet but the Poritz grew enraged and 
yelled at me, ‘Jewish thief! This wallet 
contained thousands of rubles and you give 
it back with only one thousand!’ He began 
cursing and threatening me, and now he 
has sued me in secular court. Rav, what am 
I to do?! Please help!”  

The Rav calmed him down and 
asked if he had a lawyer to represent his 
case. “Yes, I do,” answered the finder.  

“Please ask him to meet with me,” 
requested the Rav.  

The day of the trial arrived and in 
the court stood the nobleman, who stated 
his case before the judge. “I lost my wallet 
containing thousands of rubles and this 
Jew found it and returned it with only one 
thousand rubles!”  

The Jew tried to defend himself and 
declared that the wallet he had found 
contained only one thousand rubles. The 
defense attorney tried to defend his client 
by presenting a logical argument: “Your 
Honor, if someone finds a lost object and 
returns it, why would he proceed to steal 
some of the money? He could just as easily 
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have kept the entire wallet and no one 
would have been any the wiser!”  

“Your Highness,” the defense 
attorney turned to the Poritz, “can you 
swear that you lost a wallet containing 
thousands of rubles?”  

“Of course!” declared the nobleman 
and at once he swore to the effect before 
the judges and took an oath.  

“Your Honors, surely the Poritz’s 
oath must stand and be accepted as truth. 
Well, then, this surely proves that the 
wallet my client found must be in fact a 
different wallet and not the one belonging 
to the Poritz at all. It is logical and sound to 
assume that he who returns a lost object is 
a truthful, honest man. Thieves and cheats 
wouldn’t return the money at all, and if this 

wallet only contained a thousand rubles it 
is reasonable to assume it is not the wallet 
that the Poritz lost – but a different wallet! 
I ask the Poritz to return the wallet to my 
client, since his own oath proves that it is 
not his!”  

The Poritz’s face flushed. The judges 
concluded that he must have lied under 
oath and, not daring or wishing to accuse 
him of having sworn falsely, they accepted 
the attorney’s line of defense and ruled in 
favor of the Jew. The wallet containing one 
thousand rubles was returned to the Jew, 
he was released, the case closed. Rav 
Eliyohu Chaim Meisel’s advice had brought 
about justice once again. (Anaf Etz Avos p. 
65–66) 

 

Rav Yechezkel LandauRav Yechezkel LandauRav Yechezkel LandauRav Yechezkel Landau, , , , 11117777
thththth
    of Iyarof Iyarof Iyarof Iyar 

Mechaber of Noda B’Yehuda 

 “He who increases charity increases peace 
(Avos 2:8). 

Rav Ovadia Yosef used to illustrate 
our Mishna using the following story: 

One cold, stormy winter night, as a 
great storm raged outside, Rav Yechezkel 
Landau of Prague, mechaber of the Noda 
B’Yehuda sat and studied in his room, 
when he was startled by the sounds of loud 
weeping outside. When he hurried to see 
what had happened, he found a small, non-
Jewish boy sitting on a rock, shivering and 
crying in the rain.  

“What is the matter?” asked the 
Rav.  

The boy explained, “I am orphaned 
from my mother, and my father, the baker, 
remarried a wicked, cruel woman. My 
stepmother forces me to sell bread all day 
and to collect the money and hand over the 
profits each night before I am allowed 
home to eat, drink and rest. I sold all my 
bread and on the way home I realized that 
somehow I lost all the money! What shall I 

do? If I go home, she will beat me 
mercilessly, and so I stayed here – but it is 
cold and I am hungry,” he ended miserably.  

The Rav asked how much money he 
had lost and gave him the amount as a gift, 
including a few coins to satiate his hunger 
and buy bread. 

About thirty years later, on Shevi’i 
Shel Pesach, there was a knock on the door 
of Rav Landau, the Noda B’Yehuda. He 
opened the door and a gentile man asked to 
tell him a secret, claiming that the matter 
was one of life and death. “I remember 
your kindness from many years ago. Never 
will I forget how you saved me from my 
wicked stepmother’s wrath, and fed me and 
cared for me. I am here to repay you by 
saving your life and the lives of all of the 
Jews of Prague! There is a wicked priest 
who called all us bakers to a meeting and 
hatched an evil plot. He urged us all to 
poison the breads we bake after the holiday 
when the Jews come and purchase our 
bread. He promised us eternal heavenly 
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reward and to absolve and forgive all of our 
sins. Rav, I am here to warn you and save 
you and the innocent Jews of Prague from 
his evil, nefarious plot!” 

The Noda B’Yehuda thanked him 
and proclaimed a warning in all the shuls of 
Prague. The Rav had ruled and forbidden 
any Jew in the city to buy bread from the 
gentile bakers. Everyone heeded the ruling 
and was saved! (Anaf Etz Avos page 108) 

 

 

Following is a remarkable story told 
by Rabbi Nachman Seltzer. One day, a man 
who was friendly with Reb Shlomo 
Carlebach saw him on the street, and Reb 
Shlomo invited him to a wedding that was 
taking place in his shul that night. He said 
that it would be a big mitzva to attend this 
wedding, as there was a special story 
behind it. The man happily agreed and 
stayed to the very end. At that point, Reb 
Carlebach sat him down and told him the 
following story. 

A while back, he was on a flight and 
got up to ask one of the flight attendants 
for a drink. To his amazement, he saw the 
stewardess standing in the back, praying 
intensely with a siddur in her hand. After 
she finished the Amidah, he said, "I guess 
you were praying. I never met a religious 
stewardess before." She said, "Actually, I 
converted to Judaism," and she proceeded 
to tell Reb Shlomo her story. She was very 
sincere and had a real passion for religion. 

A short while later, she approached 
Reb Shlomo's seat and asked him if he 
could possibly help her. After she had been 
Jewish for some time, her friend set her up 
with a nice religious man. After a few dates, 
it was obvious that they were perfect for 
each other. However, when his parents 
found out that she was a convert, they 
forbade their son from seeing her anymore. 

Reb Shlomo said, "I feel very bad. 
What could I do to help?" She replied, 

"Maybe if you give his father a call, you 
could change his mind." When he called, 
the father heard the suggestion and 
immediately responded, "It is not subject to 
discussion. I have only one son, and being 
that I went through the war, I have a 
responsibility to my family who perished to 
carry on the tradition in the best way. This 
does not include my son marrying a girl 
who just became Jewish a few months ago. 
I don't know her intentions. I just want my 
son to marry a Jewish girl from a regular 
Jewish family like us." Reb Shlomo tried 
his best to convince the father, offering to 
verify that she was truly sincere. 
Nonetheless, he was not successful. It 
seemed that the case was closed. 

Several months later, Reb Shlomo 
received a phone call from the stewardess, 
explaining that there were some new 
developments. Two days before, she 
received a phone call informing her that 
her mother was on her deathbed. They had 
not been in touch since she made the 
decision to change her life, and she did not 
even know that her mother was sick. When 
she arrived, her mother made a strange 
request. "Please promise to bury me in 
Jewish cemetery." It did not make any 
sense. She asked her mother, "Why? And 
why are you asking me? Ask Dad to do it." 
The mother replied, "I can't trust him to do 
it. You see, we never told you, but really, we 
are Jewish. After we survived the Holocaust 
and made it to America, we made a firm 
commitment never to reveal that we were 
Jewish. Your father was always worried 
that there would come a time when it 
would happen again here. We raised you 
the way we did, because we thought it 
would be for your benefit. However, it 
ended up being a mistake. Please, bury me 
like a Jew." 

Now, she asked Reb Shlomo to 
please call back that father and explain to 
him that she was, in fact, Jewish from 
birth. Reb Shlomo called, but the father 
was very skeptical. "She's making this 
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whole thing up just to marry my son. I'm 
not falling for this." "Please," said Reb 
Shlomo, "Let's be reasonable. What if I 
come to your house with her and her 
father? This way you will be able to meet 
them and I am sure you will be convinced." 
The father agreed and the three of them 
arrived at the house.  

When the door opened, the two 
fathers looked at each other in shock. 
"Yaakov is that really you?" the 
stewardess's father whispered. "Moshe?" 
whispered the boy's father. Suddenly, they 

were in each other's arms, laughing and 
crying, hardly daring to believe what had 
just transpired. These two men had been 
childhood friends who grew up together in 
the same shtetl. "Yaakov," said Moshe, "Do 
you remember our pact?" "Remind me." 
"We promised one another that when we 
get married and have children of our 
own..." Reb Shlomo concluded, "That is 
how we ended up dancing at this wedding 
tonight. 

Hashem brings people together in 
wondrous ways. Never give up!! 


Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day: 

Based on Chovos HaLevavos - Duties of the Heart ~ Sha 'ar HaBitachon - the Gate of Trust 

There are 7 qualities that Hashem has that can strengthen our trust in Him: 

 1.  Hashem loves me. 

2.  Hashem is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me. 

3.  Hashem is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find solutions  to 

any problem there is – even if it may seem impossible. 

4.  Hashem knows what is best for me, better even than I myself can know. 

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall help  me 

again. 

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides Hashem who controls 

everything over the entire world. 

7. The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with chesed – loving 

kindness more than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine. 



Sponsor the Sponsor the Sponsor the Sponsor the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiur    on on on on leil shishileil shishileil shishileil shishi    in in in in Eretz Eretz Eretz Eretz Yisrael!Yisrael!Yisrael!Yisrael!    
 

As we have been publicizing, many Tzaddikim teach that learning the sefer Ohr 
HaChaim HaKodosh is a segula for parnossa, Emunas Hashem, Yiras Shomayim, refua sheleima, 
yeshuos and zera shel kayoma. If you would like to sponsor a shiur in Eretz Yisrael, please 
contact Rabbi Tal Zwecker at tal.zwecker@gmail.com for further details, and I can help 
arrange this for you. 

This week’s learning is sponsored by one of the founders of the Me’Oros Ha’Tzaddikim 
in honor of the illustrious and distinguished tzaddikim whose yahrzeits are this week. May the 
merit of the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh coupled with the learning zechus for the tzaddikim always 
intercede on behalf of Klal Yisrael. 

    
    
    
    


