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PARSHAS KI SITZAI
 ַשֵׁלַּח ְתַּשַׁלּח ֶאת ָהֵאם ְוֶאת ַהָבּנִים ִתַּקּח ָלְך ְלַמַען יִיַטב ָלְך ְוַהֲאַרְכָתּ יִָמים:

Let the mother go, and take only the young, in order that you may fare well and have a long
life. (Devarim 22/7)

One man may not take the mother (bird) with
her chick even to purify a metzora. If, in 
respect to such a undemanding mitzvah, 
which deals with that which is but worth an 
issar [an insignificant amount of money as it 
concerns a bird that was not even his], the 
Torah says: “In order that it will be good for 
you, and that you will extend your days” 
(Devarim 22/7), how much more so [must the
reward be] for the observance of more 
difficult mitzos of the Torah! (Mishna Chullin
12/5)

In order to understand this Mishna there are 
two principles we have to know.

The first one is that a person is not permitted 
to take a mother bird that is sitting on her 
chick in a nest. Rather he has to send the 
mother away and only then he can take the 
chick.

The second one is that if a person contracts 
leprosy he or she is tammai. The halacha is 
that he must stay outside of the camp, when 
they were in the Desert, or any walled city, 

when they came into Eretz Yisroel until he 
goes through a certain purification process. 
This process includes taking two birds and 
slaughtering one of them. He takes the 
second one he sends it away. If he doesn't go 
through this process he stays tammai.

To return to the Mishna.

The first half of this Mishna speaks of a case 
when they came to purify a metzora (a leper) 
but the only bird that they found was sitting 
on its chick. The Mishna teaches us that since
it is an aveiro to take the mother bird that 
was sitting on its chick he is not allowed to 
take that bird and the person remains tamei.

The second part of the Mishna doesn’t teach 
us a halacha per say but teaches us that we 
can learn from the mitzvah of shiluach 
hakain (the mitzvah not to take the mother 
bird away from its chick) the tremendous 
reward that awaits a person who performs 
mitzvos. 

The reasoning goes like this: It doesn’t cost 



any money to perform the mitzvah of 
shiluach hakain. Even so, the Torah writes 
that the reward for performing this mitzvah is
“In order that it will be good for you, and that
you will extend your days”. Therefore, surely
when one  loses money to do a mitzvah, he 
will receive great reward! 

Zera Shimshon asks why did the Tanna of the
Mishna group the halacha that one many not 
take the mother bird from its chicks even to 
purify a metzora with the idea that there is 
great reward awaiting for anyone who does 
mitzvos? Seemingly, this second idea can be 
derived from the general halacha of shiluach 
hakain and not specifically from the halacha 
that it can not be taken to purify a leper!

Zera Shimshon answers that the fact that one 
shouldn't take the bird even to purify a leper 
gives a deeper understanding of the kal 
v'chomer that one who performs even 
slightly difficult mitzvos will be greatly 
rewarded.

Logically speaking, the mitzvah of purifying 
a leper seems more important than the 

mitzvah not to take a mother bird away from 
her child. As long a leper is tammai he must 
stay out of his house. Firstly, this shatters 
shalom bayis. And secondly, his being away 
also eliminates the possibility of having 
children that Chazal considers to be a "very 
important mitzvah". 

This being so, it should follow that if one is 
forced to pick one mitzvah over the other, as 
in the case that the only bird available to 
purify him was sitting on its child, one 
should chose to purify the leper even at the 
cost of canceling the mitzvah of sending the 
mother away.

The Mishna, however, teaches us otherwise 
and the halacha is not to take the bird and 
that the man stays tammai.

From this we understand that we don't grasp 
the true essence and worth of the mitzvos. 
What seems to us insignificant is really very 
important. Therefore surely there will be 
great reward when one performs a mitzvah 
which we understand the importance!

-----------------------------------------2--------------------------------
ְביָה ֵאֶׁשת יְַפת ּתַֹאר ְוָחַׁשְקָּת ָבּה ְוָלַקְחָּת  ִּכי ֵתֵצא ַלִּמְלָחָמה ַעל אֹיְֶביָך ּונְָתנֹו יְדָֹוד ֱאֹלֶהיָך ְּביֶָדָך ְוָׁשִביָת ִׁשְביֹו: ְוָרִאיָת ַּבּשִׁ

ה: ַוֲהֵבאָתּה ֶאל ּתֹוְך ֵּביֶתָך ְוגְִּלָחה ֶאת רֹאָׁשּה ְוָעְׂשָתה ֶאת ִצָּפְרנֶיָה:(דברים כא/י-יב) ְלָך ְלִאּשָׁ

If you go out to war against your enemies, and Hashem, your God, will deliver them into 
your hands, and you take their captives, and you see among the captives a beautiful woman 
and you desire her, you may take [her] for yourself....
Chazal teach us that this halacha that a 
soldier can marry a woman of the enemy, 
aishes yeffas toar, only applies in a optional 
war (milchemmas  reshoos) but in a 
mandatory war (milchemmas mitzvah) we are
commanded to annihilate ALL the citizens of 
those nations. 

Zera Shimshon asks that what is the reason 
for this difference?  Chazal say that ideally a 
soldier should not marry this lady. However, 
Hashem recognizes the monstrous strength of
our yetzer horro and that if it was forbidden 
to marry this woman, the yetzer horro of that 

soldier in battle would push him to marry her
anyways! Hashem therefore permitted it so 
that he will marry her with permission 
instead of illicitly. What then is the difference
between an optional war and a mandatory 
war? Is there less yetzer horro in a mandatory
war than in an optional one?

He answers in light of another mitzvah. The 
mitzvah to annihilate all the inhabitants of 
Eretz Kenaan only started after Bnei Yisroel 
started the first war. Before the beginning of 
that war they were still able to make peace 
with Bnei Yisroel and be spared being killed 
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out.  Why is this, asks Zera Shimshon? If 
Hashem wants us to annihilate those nations 
why should the mitzvo only begin after we 
started the war and not beforehand?

He answers that it is to teach US an 
important lesson. Bnei Yisroel were meant to 
learn from the fact that the heathen 
inhabitants of Eretz Kenaan had to make 
peace right away, before the war began. If 
they procrastinated to make the peace treaty 
until after the war began, even if they tried to
make peace later on, it was already too late. 

It is  the same with Bnei Yisroel after they 

settle in Eretz Yisroel.  Eretz Yisroel does not 
tolerate sins and after the decree is made 
there is no way of annulling it. Therefore we 
have to  do teshuva right away, before it is 
too late!

Concludes Zera Shimshon that this is reason 
that a soldier is prohibited  to marry an aishes
yeffas toar in the mandatory war of capturing
Eretz Yisroel. There is no time for these 
soldiers to be involved in such marriages 
(even if it would be permitted). Bnei Yisroel 
had to perfect themselves and do teshuva 
right away, before it was too late. 

-----------------------------------------3--------------------------------
ִּכי יִָּקֵרא ַקן ִצּפֹור ְלָפנֶיָך ַּבֶּדֶרְך ְּבָכל ֵעץ אֹו ַעל ָהָאֶרץ ֶאְפרִֹחים אֹו ֵביִצים ְוָהֵאם רֶֹבֶצת ַעל ָהֶאְפרִֹחים אֹו ַעל ַהֵּביִצים ֹלא

ִתַּקח ָהֵאם ַעל ַהָּבנִים: ַׁשֵּלַח ְּתַׁשַּלח ֶאת ָהֵאם ְוֶאת ַהָּבנִים ִּתַּקח ָלְך ְלַמַען יִיַטב ָלְך ְוַהֲאַרְכָּת יִָמים:(דברים כב/ו-ז)

If a bird's nest happens to be before you on the road, on a tree or on the ground- young birds 
or eggs- and the mother is resting   on the young birds or the eggs, you shall not take the 
mother with the young. You shall surely send away (shalayach t'shalach) the mother and take
the young for yourself, so that it will be good for you and you will prolong your days. 
(Devorim 22/6-7)
The Mishna in Berachos (33/b) writes, "If 
someone prays and says "Y.u (Hashem) are 
merciful, and Y.u (Hashem) have mercy on a 
birds nest to send away the mother" we 
silence him." 

The reason that we silence him, according to 
one explanation in the Gemoro, is because 
(by his saying this) he depicts Hashem's 
mitzvos as acts of mercy while, in truth, they 
are really only decrees."   From here it seems 
that this mitzvo does not stem from Hashem's
kindness but rather it is simply a decree from 
Hashem that we have to carry out.

Zera Shimshon asks that   seemingly the 
Medrash in this week's parsha condradicts 
this. The Medrash writes, "Just like 
HaKodesh Baruch Hu is full of kindness on 
animals, so too H. is full of kindess on birds. 
From where do we know this? As it says, If a 
bird's nest happens before you....".   How can
we reconcile the Gemoro with the Medrash?

To answer this question Zera Shimshon 
quotes an interesting Medrash. The Medrash 
asks, "What does it mean "Shalayach 
teshalach" (the Torah repeats the word 
shelach -"to send" twice). (The Medrash 
answers) "If you will perform the mitzvo of 
"sending" (away the mother) you will hasten 
the coming of Meshiach that concerning him 
it is written "Behold I will "send" to you 
etc.". Zera Shimshon asks how do we 
understand the connection between sending 
away the mother bird and the hastening of the
coming of Mashiach?

He explains   in light of   a third   Medrash 
(quoted in Sha"ch Al HaTorah). The Medrash
describes that after a person sent away the 
mother bird, she (the mother bird) is very 
worried and troubled about her child. She 
moves back and forth and because of her 
intense pain she wants to kill herself. When 
her assigned malach sees her pain he asks 
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mercy for her from Hashem. 

Hashem accepts the malach's request and 
also becomes full of mercy. H. then   says to 
himself, "If this malach asks mercy for his 
subject, shouldn't I, who am the source of all 
mercy, have mercy and compassion on my 
children. Oy, that I destroyed the Bais 
HaMikdash...."   What caused all of this? The
person who performed the mitvo of sending 
away the mother bird."

From here, explains Zera Shimshon, we 
understand that the bringing of Mashiach 
isn't a direct result of sending the mother 
bird; Person sends bird away, Hashem sends 
Mashiach to us.   Rather it is the result of a 
long chain of event; we send the mother bird 
away, which, as result of this, the mother bird
has pain. 

As a result of this, its malach approaches and
asks Hashem to have mercy on her.

As a result of this, Hashem sees the mercy 
that the malach has on the mother bird.

Finally, as a result of this, Hashem makes a 
kal v'chomer (a logical inference) that H. 
should have mercy on us (and send 
Mashiach). 

According to this, reasons Zera Shimshon,   
we can now understand that the Gemoro (that
maintains that the mitzvo of sheliuch HaKan 
is does not stem from Hashem's mercy) does 
not contradict   the Medrash (that says that 
Hashem has mercy on the mother bird). 

It is true that there is an aspect of mercy in 
this mitzvo. However this only comes after a 
whole chain of events (the mother has pain, 
her malach feels her pain etc.) If this mitzvo 
would stem from Hashem's mercy then there 
would not be so many elements of pain and 
suffering. Therefore, even though that in the 
end Hashem does show compassion for the 
mother bird (and for us),   if one says that the
root of this mitzvo is Hashem's mercy we 
silence him!

Zera Shimshon adds another point. According
to the Medrash that in the merit of sending 
away the mother bird we hasten the coming 
of Mashiach we can understand another 
puzzling Medrash; that in merit of this mitzvo
a person merits giving birth to children (like 
the posuk concludes, "and the child take for 
yourself)! 

He explains this Medrash in light of the 
Gemorro (Yevomos 62/a) that Mashiach will 
not come until all of the neshamos leave 
HaGuf (a place in heaven next to Hashem's 
Throne that all neshamos are stored until they
are put into newborn children).

Therefore, reasons Zera Shimshon, since 
through this mitzvo we hasten Mashiach's 
coming, and a prerequisite of his coming is 
having children (in order to clear out HaGuf 
from the neshamos) therefore one who 
performs this mitzvo also merits having 
children!

HaRav Shimshon Nachmaini, author of Zera Shimshon lived in Italy about 300 years ago in the time of the Or 
HaChaim HaKodesh.

The Chida writes that he was a great Mekubal and wrote many sefarim including sefarim about " practical
kabbolo" but asked that all of his sefarim be buried after he passes away except for Zera Shimshon and Niflaos
Shimshon on Avos.

He had one child who died in his lifetime (hence the name "Zera Shimshon") and in the preface he promises for
people who learn his sefarim after he dies “... And your eyes will see children and grandchildren like the
offshoots of an olive tree around your tables, wise and understanding with houses filled with all manner of good
things… and wealth and honor……”

These d’vrai Torah are dedicated to Esther Yenta Bas Chana Chassia. In the
merit of the learning Zera Shimshon’s divrai Torah, Hashem should answer her
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prayers and she should quickly find her proper match along with all the other
members of Clal Yisroel who are also looking for their zivug hagun.
If you are interested in buying your own copy of the Hebrew version of Zera
Shimshon
Call 05271-66-450 in Eretz Yisroel 
or
347-496-5657 in the U.S.A. 

You can now  HEAR shiurim of Zera Shimshon on Kol Halashon:
In E. Yisroel: 073-2951-727 or 03-617-1111 and then press 1,1,3,24
In U.S.A. (718) 395-2440 and then press 2,6,4,24
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