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Tazria 
The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Rigyov, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 

 לזכר נשמת
ל"צז מיכאל ב רב נחמ שמשו� חיי� רבינו  

א"יעז הזרע שמשו�בעל   
ר שיתקיימו בנו ברכותיו של אותו צדיק"ויה  

 לזכר נשמת
 יעקב יצחק ב� שושנה אסתר

 לרפואה שלימה
 רוני דינה בת סימי
 דוד ב� שרה

 לזווג הגו� במהרה
 אלישבע נעמי בת רחל

 להצלחת
ר נחו� צבי בו רחל ומשפחתו"הג  

 

  )'ב, 'יג( הובא אל אהר הכהו

And he shall be brought to Aharon the Kohen

Zera Shimshon asks why is it the Kohen that decides if the T

? Shouldn’t it be done by a Rav or a Talmid Chacham who usually

decide the Halacha? 

As well, the Medrash (Rabbah 15:8) says that when Moshe Rabbeinu heard 

that Aharon was going to have to check Tzra’as, he was very 

it was below Aharon’s dignity to be checking other people’s 

to Moshe Rabbeinu, “Does he not benefit from the twenty four gifts that 

the Kohen receives? 

On this Medrash, the Zera Shimshon asks - how was Moshe Rabbeinu’

concern about Aharon’s honor addressed by Hashem’s answer

Zera Shimshon answers this as follows: 

ra’as primarily comes as a result of speaking lashon hara. When someone 

speaks lashon hara about another’s shortcomings and flaws

that very deficiency that he is trying to bring out about his friend. This is taught in 

the Gemara (Kiddushin 70a) that says, anyone who invalidates another, does so

subconsciously) with a flaw that he himself has. As well, the Gemara says (ibid 71b) 

a person is constantly quarreling with others it is a sign that there is a flaw in 

 

The Gemara (ibid) says that Hashem only rests his divine presence on families 

that have a pure lineage. The Rambam (Terumos 6:2) rules

eaten by a Kohen that has a known, pure lineage. 

This is why the Kohanim were the ones that were nominated to check T

Being that the Kohanim had to have a pure lineage in order to be able to eat 

and Kodshim, Hashem wanted them to know who it was that got T

is a symbol of someone who is at ills with other which itself is a sign of an 

impure lineage. By knowing who comes from impure lineage, the Kohanim can stay 

marrying them and thus keep their families pure

This also sheds light on Hashem’s answer to Moshe Rabbeinu who claimed 

that having to check other’s Tzra’as is below Aharon’s dignity. To 

responded, “Does he not benefit from the twenty four gifts that the Kohen receives?

Simply, it would seem that Hashem was saying that Aharon had to earn the 

twenty four gifts, and checking Tzra’as was one of the ways

Based on the above however, the Zera Shimshon explains that Hashem meant 

tell Moshe Rabbeinu that since Aharon ate from the twenty four different gifts and 

only the Kohanim of pure lineage were allowed to eat from these gifts, he (and his 

desendants) had to be the ones to check for Tzra’as. By doing so

who did not have a pure lineage (the quarrelers that were afflicted with T

would keep away from marrying those families. In turn, their own families of pure 

lineage who would be able to eat from the twenty four gifts received by the Kohen.
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And he shall be brought to Aharon the Kohen (13:2). 

Kohen that decides if the Tzra’as is pure 

Rav or a Talmid Chacham who usually are the 

As well, the Medrash (Rabbah 15:8) says that when Moshe Rabbeinu heard 

ra’as, he was very distressed. He felt that 

people’s leprosy. Hashem 

to Moshe Rabbeinu, “Does he not benefit from the twenty four gifts that 

how was Moshe Rabbeinu’s 

concern about Aharon’s honor addressed by Hashem’s answer?  

lashon hara. When someone 

shortcomings and flaws, in reality, he himself has 

he is trying to bring out about his friend. This is taught in 

, anyone who invalidates another, does so 

As well, the Gemara says (ibid 71b) 

it is a sign that there is a flaw in 

that Hashem only rests his divine presence on families 

, that Teruma may only be 

This is why the Kohanim were the ones that were nominated to check Tzra’as. 

Being that the Kohanim had to have a pure lineage in order to be able to eat Teruma 

and Kodshim, Hashem wanted them to know who it was that got Tzra’as since 

f someone who is at ills with other which itself is a sign of an 

By knowing who comes from impure lineage, the Kohanim can stay 

marrying them and thus keep their families pure! 

This also sheds light on Hashem’s answer to Moshe Rabbeinu who claimed 

is below Aharon’s dignity. To this Hashem 

fts that the Kohen receives?” 

it would seem that Hashem was saying that Aharon had to earn the 

ra’as was one of the ways of earning them. 

explains that Hashem meant 

that since Aharon ate from the twenty four different gifts and 

only the Kohanim of pure lineage were allowed to eat from these gifts, he (and his 

y doing so, they would know 

(the quarrelers that were afflicted with Tzra’as) and 

their own families of pure 

lineage who would be able to eat from the twenty four gifts received by the Kohen. 
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Firstly, the Gemara (Ned
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the word Tzara’as as 

with Tzara’as 

person. As such, his very life is danger.

This is the meaning of the passuk

death are in the hands of the 
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explains that the passuk also teaches that the speaker of Lashon Hara himself, 

endangers his life.
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Metzora 

The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Rigyov, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 

 לזכר נשמת
ל"צז מיכאל ב� רב נחמ� שמשו� חיי� רבינו  

א"יעז הזרע שמשו�בעל   
ר שיתקיימו בנו ברכותיו של אותו צדיק"ויה  

 לזכר נשמת
 יעקב יצחק ב� שושנה אסתר

 לרפואה שלימה
 רוני דינה בת סימי
 דוד ב� שרה

 לזווג הגו� במהרה
 אלישבע נעמי בת רחל

 להצלחת
ר נחו� צבי בו רחל ומשפחתו"הג  

 

Medrash (Rabba 16:2) brings the well-know story

proclaimed that he had the ‘potion of life’ for sale. R’ Yanai approached him and 

asked him to buy some. The peddler responded by showing him the passuk in 

(34:13, 14) that says, נצור לשונ� מרע' מי האיש החפ� חיי� וגו

life etc. guard your tongue from speaking evil.” R’ Yanai said that until this peddler 

explained him this passuk, he never fully understood it. 

Zera Shimshon asks the obvious question 

understand about this passuk? And what did the peddler explain to R’ Yanai?

The Zera Shimshon explains that R’ Yanai was bothered by a different 

passuk. The passuk says (Mishlei 21:23), ת נפשושומר פיו ולשונו שומר מצר

watches his mouth and tongue, watches himself from the suffering of his soul.”

Medrash (Tanchuma, Metzora 2), says that the passuk should 

, suffering of his soul, rather it should be read as – צרעת נפשו

that will plague his soul. 

R’ Yanai was bothered that the passuk should really say that by watching 

ones mouth he watches himself from the Tzara’as of his body, not of his soul, 

since it is the body that is afflicted with the Tzara’as? 

The Zera Shimshon explains that the peddler answered R’ Yanai’s question 

announced, “Who desires life?” When R’ Yanai heard this, he realized 

ra’as is not only an affliction to the body but it is also a danger to one

irstly, the Gemara (Nedarim 64) teaches that one with Tzara’as is 

considered dead. The Zera Shimshon further explains, that the Targum translates 

the word Tzara’as as סגירו, which means, locked out. T

th Tzara’as is locked away from any spiritual influences 

As such, his very life is danger. 

This is the meaning of the passuk (Mishlei 18:21), 

in the hands of the tongue”. This passuk is simply understood to mean that 

by mere words, one can affect someone else’s life. However, the Zera Shimshon 

that the passuk also teaches that the speaker of Lashon Hara himself, 

endangers his life. 

This is the lesson that R’ Yanai learned from the peddler

him ask, “Who wants life?” 

As well, he now understood the passuk that says, 

mouth and tongue, watches himself from the suffering of his soul”

suffering of his body. Based on the above, Tzara’as is indeed suffering of the soul 

and not only the suffering of the body, since Tzara’as endangers ones v
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story about a peddler that 

proclaimed that he had the ‘potion of life’ for sale. R’ Yanai approached him and 

responded by showing him the passuk in 

 The person that desires“ ,מי האיש החפ� חיי� וגו

R’ Yanai said that until this peddler 

 

the obvious question - what was so hard to 

nd what did the peddler explain to R’ Yanai? 

R’ Yanai was bothered by a different 

 One who“ ,שומר פיו ולשונו שומר מצר

suffering of his soul.” The 

says that the passuk should not be read as,  צרת

 from the Tzara’as ,צרעת נפשו

R’ Yanai was bothered that the passuk should really say that by watching 

ra’as of his body, not of his soul, 

answered R’ Yanai’s question 

hen R’ Yanai heard this, he realized 

ra’as is not only an affliction to the body but it is also a danger to one’s 

64) teaches that one with Tzara’as is 

that the Targum translates 

This is because someone 

is locked away from any spiritual influences that bring life to a 

 Life and“ ,החיי� ומות ביד הלשו� ,

This passuk is simply understood to mean that 

owever, the Zera Shimshon 

that the passuk also teaches that the speaker of Lashon Hara himself, 

This is the lesson that R’ Yanai learned from the peddler, when he heard 

As well, he now understood the passuk that says, “One who watches his 

suffering of his soul”, instead of – the 

. Based on the above, Tzara’as is indeed suffering of the soul 

endangers ones very soul.   
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