
 

Sponsored ל" זצ שמואל בן יוסף אלחנן צ"הרה נשמת לעילוי  

 פרשת שמינידברי תורה ל

The Greatest And Holiest Shira Is The Song 
That Is In Response To Suffering And Pain 
 
This week’s Parshah is Parshas Shemini, which 
usually (in a non-leap year) falls out on the 
Shabbos after Pesach. We therefore will seek 
to understand the connection between this 
Parshah and the holiday of Pesach.  
 

 The Greatness Of One Who Praises 
Hashem During Difficult Times  

 
The Gemara states (Brachos 52A) that one is 
required to recite a blessing on bad tidings just 
as one recites a blessing on good tidings. This is 
seen in the verse: “And you shall love Hashem 
your G-d with all of your heart and all of your 
soul” – which indicates that one must love 
Hashem even for things that take your soul. 
The Gemara further states (ibid: 60B): One is 
required to recite a blessing on the bad just as 
one does on the good. Rava says that this mean 
that one must accept the bad with joy. Rashi 
explains that one must bless Hashem for bad 
tidings with a full heart.  
We see that the Gemara demands this level of 
acceptance from every individual, not just from 
those who are especially virtuous. 
Rav Yaakov Moshe Schechter shlita, in his Sefer 
Leket Amarim, cites the Gemara in Sanhedrin 
(92B) that states that at the time when 
Nevuchadnetzer threw Chananya, Mishoel and 
Azaria into the fiery furnace, Hashem Yisborach 
told Yechezkel to go and resurrect the dead in 
the Valley of Dura. Once he revived them, their 
bones went and slapped this evil man in his 
face. He asked what they were and he was told 
that Yechezkel, the friend of Chananya, 
Mishoel and Azaria was resurrecting the dead 
in the Valley of Dura. Nevuchadnetzer then 
said the verse (Daniel 3:33): “How great are His 
signs and how mighty are His wonders! His 
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom and His 
dominion is on all generations!”  
The Gemara continues: Rav Yitzchak said: Pour 
boiling gold into the mouth of this evil man. 
Had an angel not come and slapped him in the 
face he would have desired to shame all the 
praises and glories that Dovid said in his book 
of Tehillim.  
Rashi explains that Nevuchadnetzer would 

have shamed Dovid by composing praises to 
Hashem that were even more beautiful than 
his. Had he uttered them, Hashem Yisborach 
would have turned towards them even more 
than towards Dovid’s.  
We may wonder how an angel has a right to 
impede someone from praising Hashem just 
because he would have done so in such a 
glorious manner. 
Rav Schechter answers that the angel’s intent 
was not to stop him from saying praises. His 
real intention was to say that it is no great feat 
to praise Hashem when one is sitting on top of 
the world as Nevuchadnetzer was, with no 
worries, concerns or pains. Perhaps at such a 
time of power and serenity he can compete 
with Dovid in terms of praising Hashem, but let 
us see how he acts when he is made to 
experience a bit of Dovid’s situation.  
Dovid lived a life of turmoil and wandering. He 
was forced to flee to the forests and wilderness 
to escape the wrath of Shaul, who wished to 
kill him. He was attacked by lions and by 
Achish, King of Gas. He lacked food and water 
during his flight in the desert. Later, his own 
son, Avsholom, rose up against him and tried 
to kill him. Despite all his sufferings, he 
continued praising and glorifying Hashem. This 
is seen in the psalm (Tehillim 101:1): “Of 
kindness and justice do I sing to You Hashem, 
do I sing to You.” Chazal (Brachos 60B) explain 
this to mean that Dovid sang praises to 
Hashem both in times of kindness and in times 
of judgment.  
The angel struck Nevuchadnetzer to test 
whether he would continue praising Hashem 
after receiving but a small taste of suffering 
that in no way compared to what Dovid went 
through. Nevuchadnetzer was silenced. He was 
not willing to praise Hashem after a bit of 
suffering.  
Rav Schechter concludes that we can learn 
from here the greatness of Dovid and his great 
level of praising Hashem at all times and in all 
circumstances. 
 

 Shir Hashirim Is Considered The Holiest 
Song Because Of The Difficulties It 
Represents 

 
Chazal say (Yalkut Shimoni Shir Hashirim 980):  



 

 
 
 
 
“All shiros, songs, are holy. Shir Hashirim is the 
holiest of the holy.” We may ask how Shir 
Hashirim is holier and superior to the Shiras 
Hayam, which was sung after the nation passed 
through the sea and reached incredible high 
spiritual levels, and how is it greater than then 
song of Devorah and Barak that also was sung 
about the greatness and awesomeness of 
Hashem Yisborach.  
Hagaon Rav Yaakov Neiman zt”l, Rosh Yeshivas 
Ohr Yisroel, explains that there is a great 
difference between these songs and Shir 
Hashirim. When the Jews saw the downfall of 
Egypt and sang shira by the sea, they still did 
not reach the level that Shlomo was on when 
he said Shir Hashirim because it is only natural 
that one sings praises to Hashem after 
receiving such an abundance of goodness. They 
had just crossed the sea in 12 paths with 
luscious fruit growing in the water. Their 
enemies had drowned in the sea in front of 
their eyes and a great bounty of spoils had 
risen up to them. They saw the image of 
Hashem before their eyes and realized it was 
an amazingly auspicious time. It was only 
natural for them to open their mouths in songs 
and praises to Hashem.  
So too, Devorah and Barak sang shira after 
Hashem granted them a great military victory 
over their enemies.  
Shir Hashirim, on the other hand, is a synopsis 
of the pain and suffering of the nation in times 
of exile, as is seen in the verse (1:13) that 
Chazal explain to mean that even when we are 
besieged and tortured we still are close to 
Hashem. Chazal further explain other verses 
(such as 5:8) to mean that the nation praises 
Hashem and speaks of our love for Him even 
while in exile and faced with terrible suffering. 
When the nation says shira at times of pain and 
suffering, it truly shows their genuine love of 
Hashem. This is the holiest form of shira. 
 

 One Must Greet The Honored Guest 
Known As “Suffering” With Music And 
Joy 
 

This concept of praising Hashem even in times 
of suffering is seen in this week’s Parshah. 
Chazal say (Pesikta Zutrasa, cited in Lekach Tov 
Shemini page 27B): When Aharon heard that  

 
 
 
 
his sons had died in sanctification of Hashem’s  
Name, he immediately was silent. How great is 
silence! Aharon was rewarded for it.  
Also, Dovid said (Tehillim 37:7): “Be silent to 
Hashem ‘v’hischolel’, and wait for Him.” Yalkut 
Shimoni (Tehillim 729) explains this to mean 
that if Hashem sends suffering one should be 
silent and accept them like a musical 
instrument.  
Hagaon Rav Dan Segal shlita explained that the 
word “v’hischolel” can be translated to mean a 
musical instrument. This means that if one is 
faced with challenges and sufferings he should 
greet them with song and joy. This was how 
Dovid accepted suffering. 
How do we know that Aharon also accepted 
the difficult decrees he faced with joy? Chazal 
tell us that the reward Aharon received for 
remaining silent was having Hashem speak 
directly to him. Since we know that “the 
Shechinah does not dwell in a place of sadness 
(Shabbos 30B)”, we can be sure that Aharon 
was in a state of joy.   
In the introduction to Sefer Ma’alos HaTorah, 
written by the gaon and chasid Rav Avrohom of 
Vilna (brother of the Vilna Gaon), it is related 
that the author was very ill for several weeks 
before his passing. He suffered terribly during 
this final illness, but he was never heard to 
groan in pain.  
His son, Rav Eliyahu, Av Bes Din of Shungit, saw 
him in this condition and began to cry. Rav 
Avrohom became angry at him and said: “Why 
are you crying about this great gift that 
Hashem Yisborach has granted me? If I had the 
strength I would dance and play music to thank 
Hashem for this great gift of suffering.” He did 
not stop expressing his joy until his soul left his 
body. 
This power of accepting suffering with joy is 
found within the essence of every Jew. It was 
seen in all generations as Jewish people faced 
pogroms and persecution with song and 
praises to Hashem. It was revealed specifically 
during the terrible times of the Holocaust when 
Jews went happily to their deaths in 
sanctification of His holy name.  
This idea is hinted at in Parshas Ha’azinu, which 
is replete with much words of harsh rebuke 
and strict prophecies of impending suffering 
but is cloaked in a song. It is written in the form  



 

 
 
 
 
of all shiros, with the lines overlapping each 
other like bricks. This teaches us that the 
greatest shira is the one that is said in times of 
suffering. And this is why Shir Hashirim is 
considered the holiest of all songs of praise to 
Hashem.  
Rav Shimshon Pinkus zt”l, in Sefer Nefesh 
Shimshon Shar Ha’Emunah, relates a story on 
this topic involving Rav Nosson Adler zt”l: 
Someone once told the Chasam Sofer that his 
teacher, Rav Adler, was an angel. The Chasam 
Sofer responded, “No angel ever reached the 
level of my teacher!”  
He then related a story that depicts how Rav 
Adler was greater than an angel. A certain city 
was once struck with many tragedies. They 
sent a letter to the Chasam Sofer asking him to 
pray for them at Rav Adler’s gravesite. In his 
reply letter to the people of that city, the 
Chasam Sofer describes his teacher’s 
greatness. He had an only daughter who was a 
very righteous and virtuous woman. She 
passed away at a young age, before she had a 
chance to marry. When Rav Adler said the 
blessing of “Blessed is the true judge” he said it 
with great joy. The Chasam Sofer said that he 
never saw his teacher in such joy besides for on 
Simchas Torah during the hakafos! Throughout 
the seven days of mourning, he never cried and 
displayed no pain. The only exception was on 
Shabbos.  
Rav Adler was accustomed to receiving an 
aliyah to the Torah every Shabbos, and 
therefore was required to receive an aliyah on 
this Shabbos as well, even though he was in the 
middle of the seven days of mourning, in order 
to not transgress the prohibition of public 
mourning on Shabbos. He received the aliyah 
of Maftir, and as he said the blessings on the 
Haftorah one tear drop fell from his eye. He 
immediately composed himself, and this was 
the only expression of pain that anyone saw 
him emit. He was silent and did not cry out. 
The angels, however, did cry when they saw 
the binding of Yitzchak as he was being 
prepared to be sacrificed as an offering. 
Therefore, stated the Chasam Sofer, it must be 
said that Rav Adler was clearly on a higher level 
than the angels. 
   

 How Does One Attain This Lofty Level?  

 
 

 
 
Through EMUNAH and BITACHON! 

How does one reach this level of being even 
greater than an angel?  
The yomtov of Pesach teaches us to strengthen 
ourselves in the attribute of bitachon, faith in 
Hashem, and to trust in Hashem with 
simplicity, without worrying about the future.  
One who does this merits Heavenly assistance 
in all his dealings and actions.  
Hagaon Hatzadik Rav Tzvi Hirsh of Rimanov 
would say, “Believe me that the ‘she’aino 
yodea l’shoel’, the son who does not know how 
to ask, truthfully understands more than the 
other sons.” His intent was that this son is on a 
higher level as he knows not to ask any 
questions or have any complaints, and he 
accepts that everything that occurs is from 
Hashem and is for his benefit.  
Part of this concept is always believing that 
one’s livelihood comes solely from Hashem and 
not from one’s own talents and skills. The 
efforts one must expend to earn a living are 
only a medium for the Heavenly abundance to 
reach him. When one realizes this, he won’t 
place too much importance on any business 
deal. Rather, he will pray to Hashem for his 
livelihood and will thus be successful.  
It is also fundamentally important to 
remember that every minute detail that occurs 
is a result of divine providence. This is seen in 
the verse (Shemos 13:2): “Today you are going 
out, in the month of the springtime.” Rashi asks 
why the verse finds it necessary to tell us that 
they left in the springtime. He answers that it is 
teaching us that Hashem did a kindness for us 
by taking us out in the most pleasant season, 
when it is neither hot nor cold.  
One may wonder why this makes a difference. 
The nation was leaving slavery for freedom, 
darkness for great light. Did the people really 
care about the weather? We see that every 
detail in the world is arranged for our benefit, 
even seemingly insignificant ones. 
That is the connection between this Parshah 
and Pesach. After we experience the yomtov of 
Pesach and internalize that everything is from 
Hashem and all that He does is for the good 
and is solely for our benefit, we can learn the 
lessons of the Parshah that relates the story of 
Aharon’s silence and his acceptance of the 
decree with joy.                    


