
 

 

  חוקת פרשת
Week #107 

To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com 
                                                     This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly. 
 

If a door knob or window handle broke off before Shabbos, is it permissible to 
reconnect it on Shabbos and use it to open or close a door or window? 
 
It is permissible to use the knob or handle to open or close turn a door/window only if 
there was intention to use the knob/handle in this manner before Shabbos.  In the 
absence of prior intention, the broken knob/handle is Muktze. 

Note that even in the case of prior intention permitting the use of the broken 
knob/handle with no issue of Muktze, caution must be taken not to reconnect it (due 
to the Melocha of Boneh) it should just be used in a temporary way to open the door. 

Similarly, if a toilet seat or cover fell off before Shabbos and there was specific intent to 
use it in its normal function on Shabbos, it may be used as long it is not permanently 
fixed. 1 

Is it permissible to handle a pocketbook or knapsack that has Muktze items in it? 

If the pocketbook or knapsack contains non-Muktze items that are of equal value to the 
Muktze items, or if the non-Muktze items will be used on Shabbos (even if the non-
muktzeh contents are of less significance/value), the bag may be handled if it is 
necessary to move it. However, it is preferable to shake out the Muktze items, unless 
by doing so they may get ruined or cause inconvenience.  

Is it permissible to handle seashells and sand on Shabbos? 

Seashells and sand located on a beach are Muktze. However, sand in a child’s sandbox 
is not Muktze. 

Is it permissible to handle children’s games or toys that are forbidden to play with on 
Shabbos? 

On the topic of children’s toys, “Boggle” and “Scrabble” may not be played with on 
Shabbos even without the use of writing.2 “Play-Doh” may not be used to form shapes 
or pictures. It is forbidden to use whistles, “graggers”, and horns on Shabbos. The 
abovementioned items are Muktze and may only be handled for the purpose of their 
use or place. Dolls and toys that have a noise-making button but are regularly played 
with independently without using the button to produce noise are not considered 
Muktze, and may be played with on Shabbos.  
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