
 

 

Last week’s Question: 

What are the four prayers that were instituted on behalf of 

latecomers (hint this includes Shabbos davening as well)?  

Answer: 

1.Baruch Hashem L’olum Vamen  

2. Beracha M’en Sheva 

3. Bameh Madlikin  

4. Barachu after mariv on Friday night 

This week’s Question:  

How is it possible? To perform a mitzvah in one 

way, however if he preforms the same in a 

different location he receives five times that 

reward? 

This section is sponsored anonymously as a 

zechus for their children to grow up into 

Yidden that bring Hashem tremendous 

nachas. 

 רבות מחשבות

R’ Moshe Feinstein wondered why 

the miracle of Yaakov being victorious 

over the malach is remembered with 

a negative commandment. As we 

know,  the reason behind the Gid 

Hanasheh, which we are not allowed 

to eat, is to remember this battle. All 

other miracles that Jews 

commemorate are done through 

positive commandments. R’ Moshe 

answers that, even if one will be 

strong enough to face the test of the 

yetzer hara and galus, we would 

prefer not to have been put to the 

test in the first place. As we say every 

day in davening (birchos hashachar) 

“we shouldn’t come to a nissayon”.  

We also don’t want the galus, and 

that is why we are always davening 

for the geula. Now we can understand 

why this miracle is remembered 

through a negative commandment of 

not eating the Gid Hanasheh. Even 

though winning this battle is an 

amazing feat that carries with it 

tremendous reward, we would still 

prefer to never have been tested in 

the first place.  

Negative Reminder 

The Weichholz family in memory of  Mr. Naftali Trauring ה  “ע נפתלי חיים בן משה צבינ “לע  

Renov Family ה  “ע רב יוסף בן אליהונ ה“לע  

The Farbman  family in memory of  ה “נ מרדכי לייב בן ישראל אנשיל  ע“לע  

פרשת  וישלח        

The Whole Torah 

Rashi writes as follows: "I lived with Yaakov" - The word "גרתי!“ has the 
numerical value of 613. That is to say: I (Yaakov) lived with the wicked Lavan, 
but I kept the 613 commandments, and I did not learn from his evil deeds.” R’ 
Yissachar Frand shlit’a points out that Yaakov seems to be repeating himself. 
Of course, if he kept all the mitzvos in the house of Lavan, then he obviously he 
did not learn from the evil ways of Lavan. That would have been a violation of 
the Torah! He quotes his Rebbi, R’ Yaakov Yitzchok Ruderman zt”l who 
explains that Yaakov is teaching us a great principle. One can keep all Taryag 
mitzvos in the Torah, and still live a Lavan lifestyle! One can do mitzvos - but 
not follow the ways of the Torah. It is possible to eat kosher - but think treif! To 
dress modestly - but live excessively! One can make a wedding where all the 
guests are dressed with tznius - but the lavish and immodest display of excessive 
Gashmius is exposed. One can daven in a shul where the mechitza is high - but 
the volume of the discussion during davening and krias haTorah is even higher! 
We must be extremely grateful for the explosion of Yiddishkeit and Torah study 
in our circles, but we must also look deeper into our lifestyles. Is our Torah 
observance achieving the goal of coming closer to Hashem, or not? Are we 
keeping all the laws but exposing our flaws as we strive towards raising the bar 
in our materialism rather than raising ourselves up in true avodas Hashem? 
Yaakov Avinu is telling us that he kept the entire Torah - but he also did not 
learn and copy the evil ways of Lavan, a man whose goal in life was to climb the 
ladder of material success and fulfill all his base desires. We, too, must look at 
ourselves and make sure that our lives are not a contradiction! We must be 
observant - but we must be deeply religious too! (Torah Tavlin) 



 Before Yaakov meets Eisav he sends him gifts. Along with the gifts, he sends a message, “I have lived with Lavan from when I left our fathers 

house until now, and I have amassed wealth. I am sending these things to find favor in your eyes.” What was Yaakov thinking in showing off his 

wealth to Eisav? Didn’t he think that this would cause anger in seeing that the brachos which were stolen are coming to fruition?   

The Dubno Magid answers with a mashal. Take the case of a poor person who leaves his home and returns after many years as a wealthy man. 

When he returns, everyone will ask him what his secret is. He will tell them there is no secret just a lot of hard work. Should a different man 

leave for a shorter time and also comes back wealthy, he will say that there were no secrets it was an open miracle. A third person leaves for a 

long time but did not amass any wealth but on his return trip a miracle happens and he becomes wealthy. When he gets home everyone 

assumes he was like the first guy who was away for a long time and worked very hard for his money.  Therefore, he needs to tell everyone that it 

was also a miracle. Yaakov was telling Eisav I was in Lavan’s house for a long time, remained poor, and only right before I left did a miracle 

happen and I became wealthy. Therefore, don’t think that the brachos of our father came true, but rather an independent miracle.  

 There was once a young man in the Torah Vodaas Yeshiva who was not coming to Minyan [prayers]. The faculty tried all kinds 
of threats to force him to come to Minyan, but it was not helping. They finally went to the Rosh Yeshivah, Rav Yaakov 
Kamenetsky, of blessed memory and asked him whether they could expel the boy from the dormitory. Rav Yaakov gave them 
permission, so they told the boy that he was barred from the dorm until he started to come to Minyan. The faculty Rabbis also 
told him that Rav Kamenetsky wanted to see him before he left. The boy figured, “Now I am really in trouble.” When he 
appeared before Rav Kamentesky, the Rosh Yeshiva asked him: “I understand that you have been thrown out of the dormitory…
where are you going to sleep?” The boy told him that he did not have any alternate arrangements. Rav Yaakov told him, “I want 
you to sleep in my house.” The boy was shocked and asked the Rosh Yeshiva to explain why on the one hand, he was throwing 
him out of the dormitory, but on the other hand, he was inviting him to stay with him. Rav Kamenetsky explained to the young 
man: “Your grandfather used to give money to the Kovno Kollel (Torah learning center) where I learned in Europe. Since I was 
a beneficiary of your grandfather’s support to that Kollel, I owe you a favor and am glad I have the chance to pay it back in this 
fashion. True, I cannot let you sleep in the dormitory because you refuse to come to Minyan, but you can sleep in my house, out 
of appreciation for what your grandfather did for me.” 

 What’s Your Name? 

After the fight with the malach, Yaakov is given a new name. When, he asks the malach what is your name he doesn’t receive an answer to the 

question. R’ Schwadron explains that Yaakov knew that this malach was the satan, but he wanted to know his essence, which is hidden in his name. 

How are you so successful in tricking people into sinning? The malach answered him by saying “Lamah zeh tishal lishmi- why do you ask my name”. 

My secret is that I tell people not to ask questions like “why I am here or what am I supposed to do with my life?” This is the secret to my success, to 

have a person live without accountability; then he is in my hand.  

Rav Schwadron brings this out with a powerful mashal. A simple villager comes to the big city and enters a theater, when the lights get turned down 

and he sits in the back. He struggles to see the show in the dark. He takes out his matches and lights a fire so he can see better. Everyone in the 

theater turns around and tells him to put out the light, he is ruining the show. He answers that he can’t see in the dark. Then someone tells him ‘you 

don’t understand in this place we see better if we stay in the dark’. Rav Schwadron  concludes the satan’s goal is to keep us in the dark and to make 

sure we don’t make any light. However, we have to ignite the light of Torah to be our guiding light through the darkness of this world. This was the 

answer of the satan that ‘my essence is I don’t ask any questions, I just continue blindy on with life’.   

 פרשת   וישלח  
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