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“You shall not lend upon interest to 

your brother: interest of money, 

interest of victuals, interest of any 

thing that is lent upon interest.  Unto 

a foreigner you may lend upon 

interest; but unto your brother you 

shall not lend upon interest; so that 

Hashem, your God may bless you in all that you put your hand 

unto, in the land, Land to which you are going to possess it.”  (From 

this week’s Torah portion, Ki Tetzeh, Deuteronomy 23: 20-21)               

The prohibition against lending money with interest is essentially 

the prohibition against enslavement of another person. “You are 

children of Hashem, your G-d”. How does a father feel when one 

son lends money with interest to another? Brothers are expected to 

help each other – not enslave each other.                                     

And how can a banking system work according to this Torah 

directive? It can profit from business and charging for services.        

And who will loan money to individual households?                       

Most of the profits of today’s banks are the products of personal 

overdrafts. In other words, not from positive business activity, 

which turns the wheels of the economy. Instead, banks today profit 

from the enslavement that the Torah attempts to prevent.                 

The solution for private distress must come from outside the 

banking system; from non-profits and aid organizations, which are 

already successful today.                                                                     

And what about mortgages?                                                                

A mortgage is not a loan to allow ordinary consumption. It makes it 

possible to establish a home and build a family. In other words, it 

creates added value.  It will be interesting to see how Jewish law 

will relate to the establishment of a bank that will run according to 

Torah directives.                                                                            

Shabbat Shalom,                                                                         

Moshe Feiglin  

 

                                                                                                       

Israel is the only country in the world where there are more trees in 

the ground by the end of each year than at the beginning! I am 

proud to say, that Baruch Hashem – in my small way, I am a part of 

that reality. How does a boy born and bred in New York grow up to 

help plant over 120,000 new fruit trees in Israel? Let me explain.      

In 1999 I 

received a phone 

call from Ariel 

Ben-Sheitrit 

who lives in the 

beautiful town 

of Yitzhar. He 

had a dream of 

becoming a 

wine-maker and 

wanted to start 

by planting 

4,000 grape trees in the land that was given by Hashem to the sons 

of Yosef Ha’Tzaddik. He had the land, the equipment and the 

strong body to do the back-breaking work. There was one thing 

missing… money to buy the 4,000 young saplings. At that time, I 

was very active with the Yeshiva in Shechem (located at the burial 

site of Yosef Ha’Tzaddik). Ariel studied there and was one of our 

Kollel students. When we spoke he told me how much he wanted 

this and I told him that I would do whatever I could to help him 

fulfill his dream. I made a few calls, sent a few emails and within a 

short time, I had the money he needed! He planted the trees and 

over the years planted 6,000 more and recently won 2 Gold Medals 

in Israel’s wine competition!                                                                    

That initial act of helping Ariel gave me an idea. I’m sure there are 

lots of “Ariels” out there who want to plant fruit trees but need help 

with the funding. I started making calls and – before I knew it – 

became the central address to help young, idealistic Jewish farmers 

fulfill their dreams! I had just two simple rules; 100% adherence to 

Jewish agricultural laws (with no short-cuts) and that no Jewish 

enemy can be involved whatsoever. (Aren’t you proud how 

“politically correct” I wrote those words??)                                          

Since that day, back in 1999, the project I started - called “Israel 

Trees” - has planted a bit more than 120,000 new fruit trees all 

across Israel. This includes: grape, olive, mango, date, fig, 

pomegranate, peach, lemon, plum, almond, apple, strawberry, 

passion fruit, clementine, moringa (very rare tree), guava, avocado, 

argan (used to make a very healthy oil), nectarine, orange and 

cherry!!   In addition to planting all those fruits, it is very important 
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to note where we planted as well. While I won’t list all of the 

places allow me to point us just a few: We planted olives in 

Moshav Tifrach (near Beersheba) where the farmer is the grandson 

of Rav Moshe Feinstein! Ever heard of Mitzpe Ramon with their 

natural, amazing craters? Well, we planted there a few thousand 

argan trees which produce a nut that is used to make very healthy 

oil. Currently, the entire argan oil market is centered in Morocco 

but very soon, thanks to “Israel Trees” many Jewish farmers in 

Mitzpe Ramon will be profiting from this unique product.            

What about the Israeli farms that border with Gaza? We take care 

of them too! These towns don’t make the news since all the focus is 

on the heavy populated Sderot but these Jewish towns are closer to 

Gaza and many have been hit harder than Sderot. We helped them 

by planting 4,000 clementines and 400 peaches in Moshav Yevul. 

How about the farms on the Jordan Valley? This is another area 

that has been hit hard in many ways and the people there are 

suffering economically. We planted 600 date trees, 400 mango 

trees and 3,000 olive trees in Einot Kedem, a farming community 

of just 4 families who host many teens-at-risk. They teach these 

young teenagers how to work the land and they give them skills to 

make something of themselves. You have to see it to believe it.       

All the way up north, we planted in Kfar Shammai, a Jewish town 

on the Lebanese border and in Moshav Nov, a religious town on the 

Golan Heights. We also planted hundreds of trees in the Galilee in 

a farm called “Derech Eretz” (how’s THAT for a name??). This 

farm is located near the famous Kibbutz Lavi and we helped with a 

major project of new olive trees.                                                        

Many of our farmers produce amazing wine and we planted over 

50,000 grape trees in Bet El, Eish Kodesh, Shevut Rachel, Sde 

Boaz, Bat Ayin, Itamar, Sussya, Otniel, Kochav Ha’Shachar and 

Maale Amos.                                                                                       

Baruch Hashem, the list above is just part of what we have done 

and I thank Hashem each and every day for giving me the 

opportunity to help these great heroes. Today’s Israeli farmers are 

generally young, idealistic men who are not looking for major 

profits. Yes, they have families whom they need to support, but 

their main goal is to build, settle and grow the Land of Israel. They 

work in the blazing sun day after day and come home exhausted but 

very satisfied, knowing that they have conquered and improved 

Hashem’s one and only land.                                                               

I must state that 10 years ago, my dear friend Shloime Walfish 

heard what I was doing and volunteered much of his time and 

energy for this cause. Today, Shloime and his family live in Israel 

and he has become my partner in the “Israel Trees” project. 

Shloime helped take this idea to the international level and I could 

never have reached the numbers I did without his unbelievable 

efforts. It just proves that when you start something for the sake of 

Heaven, you will receive tremendous bracha and hatzlacha.              

I must point out that while typing this article, I received an 

incredible phone call. The call was from a guy named Eldad who 

lives in the Golan Heights. He and his partner, D’vir, just received 

a large piece of land in a place called Tel Farris which is literally on 

the Syrian border. As you know, the Golan Heights was liberated 

by the holy soldiers of the IDF during the 1967 Six Day War. In 

1973, the Syrians desperately wanted the Golan Heights back and 

when the Yom Kippur War began they sent 1,400 tanks and 60,000 

soldiers to attack Tel Farris. The battle was fierce and lasted 10 

days until Hashem’s messengers were able to defeat the Syrians. In 

that exact place of Tel Farris, Eldad and D’vir want to plant a 

vineyard of 22,000 grape trees. They asked if I could help them and 

I told them I would do the best I could. What an honor to be a part 

of Am Yisrael!                                                                                    

Allow me to conclude this article by clarifying the title. Although I 

am definitely from New York… I am not really a farmer. Of the 

120,000 trees that “Israel Trees” has sponsored, I personally 

planted only about 50. That ratio clearly qualifies me as a NON-

Farmer! However, I am proud to have created this project which – 

together with Shloime Walfish – helps REAL farmers get the work 

done! I guess you can call me an “Honorary” Farmer which is a 

title I gladly accept.                                                                               

If you are interested in finding out more about this project or if you 

want to plant trees in Israel, please visit our website: 

www.IsraelTrees.org  

 

 

Former Likud MK and 

founder of the new ‘Zehut’ 

(Identity) party Moshe 

Feiglin predicts Yesh Atid 

chairman Yair Lapid is 

poised to become Israel’s 

next Prime Minister.                                                 

The former Knesset Member spoke Monday morning to Radio Kol 

Hai, elaborating on his prediction, saying Israelis had grown tired 

of Netanyahu and were looking for someone new.                           

“The public is tired of Netanyahu and wants an alternative,” said 

Feiglin.  Feiglin referenced recent polls showing Yesh Atid 

overtaking the Likud, including the latest Geocartography poll, 

which shows Lapid’s faction surging to 27 mandates, while the 

Likud drops to just 23.                                                                      

“Yair Lapid will be the next Prime Minister, the poll showing him 

winning 27 seats didn’t surprise me one bit.”  Identity, rather than 

policy, would be of primary importance to voters next election, 

Feiglin argued, claiming that this gives the former journalist Lapid 

an edge.                                                                                              

“Yair Lapid represents the Israeli identity – he offers no proposals, 

just identity. He doesn’t even shy away from appealing to young 

haredim, in contrast to Binyamin Netanyahu and the old guard of 

the right,” Feiglin said.  “Yair Lapid is offering a new Israeli 

identity, and the polls show Israelis are looking for identity, which 

Lapid is giving them, ensuring that the Likud will continue to drop 

in the polls.”                                                                                        

The Likud, however, has downplayed Yesh Atid’s lead in recent 

polls, and pointed to a survey suggesting Israelis still favored 

Netanyahu as Prime Minister.  “The rabbis have taught us that 

Feiglin: Get ready for                      

Prime Minister Lapid                                             
(INN David Rosenberg, 12/09/16) 
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prophecy is given to fools – what Feiglin said, that Lapid will be 

Prime Minister is nonsense,” said Likud MK David Amsalem.    

“The polls themselves are a snapshot in time; the elections are not 

anytime soon, so the [polls] aren’t really that important at this 

point.”                                                                                      

Amsalem added that while individual parties had risen or fallen in 

recent polls, the overall strength of the right-wing and left-wing 

blocs had remained stable, leaving little path for a Lapid 

premiership, even if Yesh Atid won more seats than Likud.            

“If you check the numbers you’ll see that the shift has been within 

each bloc, not between the blocs, so [we] don’t really have a 

problem.” 

 

                                                                                                             

Not only the Twin Towers collapsed on 9/11. An entire concept 

collapsed with them.  The entire idea of the modern nation-state, 

which beheads the king, confines God to the church interior and 

enthrones man and society instead - all collapsed like a house of 

cards to the call of Allah-hu-akbar emanating from the cockpit just 

a second before the impact that shook the world.                              

The president of the one and only world power, the standard-bearer 

of the ideology of liberty and prosperity that had triumphed over 

totalitarianism, communism and fascism, successfully navigated the 

stormy twentieth century and remained alone in the face of the 

collapse of all its competitors – did not know how to respond. The 

blow that he had received did not bear the return address of a nation 

state.                                                                                                     

A culture had attacked him, a religion had attacked him, a nation 

had attacked him. But a territory had not attacked him and neither 

had a state. With no other alternative, George Bush convinced his 

citizens that the state of Iraq was the enemy. He conquered it, hung 

Sadaam Hussein and of course - lost.                                                   

“If you can’t beat them, join them,” said the Americans – and 

elected a president named Hussein who energetically dispensed of 

the remaining values that had built the liberty state.                         

The American public is disgusted with him and is turning to the 

opposite poll; to a vulgar politician who, without Obama’s legacy, 

would not have gotten past the very first primaries.                          

But America will never be ‘great again.’ Like Bush and most of the 

politicians, neither Trump (nor Clinton) understands the problem. 

They do not have the tools to deal with it, if it is at all possible.      

Since the Twin Towers collapsed, the modern nation state has been 

collapsing, as well. The values built by the nation-states are not 

capable of dealing with the challenge of Islam. The first to collapse 

were the Middle-Eastern states that really never were nation states 

to begin with. The greater Arab nation is rapidly returning to its 

natural, pre-Sykes-Picot tribal formation.                                           

It doesn’t stop there, however. The nation states of Western Europe 

cannot stand up against the Moslem offensive. They have become 

unrecognizable and their fate is shrouded in uncertainty.                  

Judaism is the only identity that inherently combines nationality 

and religion. Our nationality is Jewish – and so is our religion. One 

can be an Arab Israeli. But it is impossible to be an Arab Jew.          

“In Judaism, G-d is not the focal point and neither is man. The 

dialogue between them is the focal point.” (Rabbi Uri Cherki)      

This unique integration gives the Jewish State (exclusively) the 

basis to deal, as a modern state, with the challenge that has 

propelled an entire shaken civilization into collapse before our very 

eyes. 

 

 

People tell me that they are going to vote 

Zehut because they believe in “Live and 

let live,” and that I am actually a 

libertarian. I must be honest and clarify 

that despite the fact that at the bottom line, 

Zehut is the closest thing that you will 

find in Israeli politics to “live and let 

live,” the liberty that we advocate comes 

from a different place, much more 

foundational and deep.                                     

Liberty in the foundation on which Judaism exists. Liberty is not 

the end, but it is the means to the end, which is Judaism. The State 

of Israel was not built for ‘Live and let live.” It was established to 

realize an all-encompassing national aspiration. Neither medieval 

scholar and poet Rabbi Yehudah Halevi nor Binyamin Ze’ev Herzl 

dreamt of “Live and let live.” (In truth, democracy was also not 

their dream). Both were motivated by values. Values are what 

coalesce and motivate a nation.                                                        

There always has been and there always will be disagreement over 

those values. But the absolute answer is not in anyone’s pocket. 

Rather, it is in the dialectic between all parts of the nation that 

provides the answer.                                                                        

Zehut believes that after 3300 years of wondrous history, those 

values have become part of our DNA. Each of us holds a piece or 

two of the giant puzzle that we must build here. Therefore, ‘Live 

and let live.’  It is precisely state intervention, precisely the loss of 

liberty, precisely the attempt to use the ‘pistol’ called ‘the State’ in 

order to attempt to create a picture with only those pieces of the 

puzzle that are in the pocket of those who have managed to grab the 

gun (coalition majority, Supreme Court) that distance us from the 

actualization of those values and the national vision for which the 

State was established.                                                                         

Public Transportation on Shabbat and 

Jewish Values: By Moshe Feiglin 

9\11: The Collapse of Civilization        

By Moshe Feiglin 
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That is why questions like public transportation or open 

supermarkets on Shabbat should not be presented to the State. 

These are topics for which the final decision must come from the 

community. The Bavli neighborhood in Tel Aviv will have to 

decide if its supermarket is open on Shabbat. Jerusalem’s Romema 

neighborhood will have to decide if the Gay Parade is appropriate 

on its streets. And everyone will have to decide if he/she wants to 

marry according to Jewish law, or in another manner.                      

In my personal opinion, public desecration of the Shabbat is 

detrimental to one of our most basic values. The Shabbat preserved 

us and eventually brought us home to Israel.                                       

This is not a matter of faith. Instead, it is a matter of understanding 

that the Shabbat is certainly a part of that foundation of values that 

built us as a nation. It would be terribly wrong to uproot it. But as 

long as the ‘pistol’ remains in the middle of the room – we are all 

busy fighting instead of listening.                                                            

 

 

Professor Yehuda Hiss, 

former head of the 

National Institute of 

Forensic Medicine, 

gave over his testimony 

today (Thursday), 

regarding the case of 

Elor Azariya.                                                     

Hiss testified on behalf of the defense, explaining that the terrorist 

on the site of the terror attack on Hevron did not die from Azariya's 

shot. "I don't know when the terrorist died. I know that when the 

bullet hit him, he was [already on his way to being] dead. There 

were no head injuries [sustained] that could have caused his death," 

he said.                                                                                                 

Professor Hiss dealt with the other opinions as well, explaining 

that, "It cannot be that a bullet which goes through a person's brain, 

does not leave any bleeding, or anything else reliable."                     

In his testimony, Hiss claimed that the autopsy done on the terrorist 

was not professional, and did not take the proper samples necessary 

to allow additional checks in the future.                                            

As you may recall, the written report which Professor Hiss sent the 

army court, stated explicitly that the death of the terrorist whom 

Azariya shot, was caused by, "A severe respiratory failure 

combined with an air embolism to the heart and brain, as a result of 

injury to the right lung," and was, therefore, not caused by 

Azariya's bullet.                                                                                   

In his full written report, Hiss wrote, among other things, that, "On 

the basis of the facts derived from the autopsy, and taking into 

consideration the conclusions of Professor Dov Shimon, it can 

reasonably be assumed that the death of this man was caused by a 

severe respiratory failure, combined with an air embolism to the 

heart and brain, and caused by injuries to the right lung from two 

bullets. The injury caused by the bullet to his head, it is almost 

certain, happened after his death."                                                 

Even if Hiss' testimony is accepted by the panel of judges, it can 

only influence the indictment, and does not necessary vindicate 

Azariya entirely. This is because what is being judged is, in 

essence, the very fact that Azariya shot a bullet. 

 

 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s Likud Party’s recent free 

fall in the polls could create an opportunity for former Likud MK 

Moshe Feiglin’s new party, Zehut, Feiglin told The Jerusalem Post 

Tuesday.  Three polls broadcast over the past two weeks have 

found that if elections were held now, former finance minister Yair 

Lapid’s Yesh Atid would surpass Likud as the largest party in the 

next Knesset. Feiglin said he hopes that as the voters get to know 

Zehut, they will see it as a more logical fit.                                      

“The more disappointment there is with the Likud, the better we 

will do in the next election, because there will be tens of thousands 

of Likud voters who are looking for a new nationalist, nonreligious 

party to be their new political home,” Feiglin said.                          

“Zehut can take the votes of Likud voters away from Yesh Atid. 

We talk about distancing religion and state as much as possible, and 

many of our top activists are atheists.”                                                

While polls taken by media outlets have never included Zehut, a 

poll sponsored by the party in April found that 86% of its potential 

voters defined themselves as right-wing or center-right. The 

remaining respondents who said they would seriously consider 

voting for the party defined themselves as centrist, center-left, left 

or other.  Surprisingly, the overwhelming majority of potential 

Zehut voters were not religious-Zionist like Feiglin.                           

Forty-five percent defined themselves as traditional, 26% as 

secular, 18% as religious Zionist and 11% as haredi (ultra-

Orthodox). While 37% voted for Likud and 26% for Bayit Yehudi 

in the last election, 10% voted for the Zionist Union and 10% for 

Kulanu.  The Ma’agar Mohot poll of 500 respondents, representing 

a statistical sample of the adult Israeli Jewish population, found that 

Zehut could win 12 seats. The poll did not question Arabs and 

automatically gave the Joint List nine seats, even though almost 

every poll shows it maintaining its current 13 mandates if the four 

Arab parties on the list run together again.                                        

“When we got results, we realized that the public would not accept 

them, so we decided not to advertise them,” Feiglin said. “Twelve 

mandates are just potential. What matters is that the people who 

said they would vote Zehut mirror the Israeli population.”              

Feiglin left Likud and formed Zehut after he was not reelected in 

the last Likud primary. He said voters will be attracted by his 

party’s agenda of keeping the entire land of Israel and advocating 

for a free economy, smaller government and vouchers for 

education.  He predicted that the next election would be held in less 

than a year.  “The combination of personal freedom and Israeli 

sovereignty from the Jordan River to the Mediterranean gives 

different groups of people what they want,” he said.

Expert testimony: Azariya's bullet 

didn't kill the terrorist (INN 9/15/16) 

Feiglin to Take Advantage of Likud's 

Weakness to Promote His New Party                                              

Gil Hoffman, Jerusalem Post 9/14/16 


