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Moshe entered the palace of Paroh and warned him that if he does not send Bnei Yisrael to
serve Hashem then Hashem will bring a plague of arbeh (locusts) which will destroy all of the
vegetation and the fruits and the trees. Paroh was stubborn and refused to listen. Moshe left
the palace, but the servants of Paroh were terribly frightened that this plague would devastate
Missrayim. Moshe was returned to Paroh and he asked Moshe, “Who will be going to serve
Hashem, as you requested?” he said, “Our youngsters our sons and daughters, our sheep and
livestock we will take in order to serve Hashem, since we have a holiday.” Then Paroh saw a
plot to escape and told Moshe, “I see harm is coming to you.” the Midrash says that Paroh saw
in the stars that one of them is called Ra’ah (harm) and will fall upon the Jewish nation in the
midbar (desert), which is a sign of blood and death. In truth the stars were forewarning death
to Bnei Yisrael because of the Egel (Golden Calf) that they would worship. Moshe then stood
in prayer and protested, “Why should the Egyptians say that the star of death came true and
their belief in horoscopes is true.” Hakadosh Baruch Hu reversed the decree, since Bnei Yisrael
made teshuba and exchanged the blood of the decree to the Brit Milah that they then all made.
The Michtab M’Eliyahu (Vol. 1) explains this strange phenomena that stars could foretell the
future. Before explaining this, he tells us how the Torah and nature function in the life of Bnei
Yisrael. The purpose of redeeming Bnei Yisrael from Missrayim was in order to receive the
Torah on Har Sinai. He asks, why couldn’t they receive it in Missrayim and then leave? The
answer is that the Torah can not coexist in a place that is contrary to Torah. Missrayim was
deeply entrenched in believing in all gods of nature, everything was based on false gods and
their power over nature. The Torah is completely the opposite, the Torah is above the laws of
nature and is not dependent on any of these laws. This was the purpose of all the makot, to
show that Hashem governs nature and their laws. True, the laws of nature exist and we live by
using them to serve Hashem, but nature does not control us. Natural events occur only
because of the Torah. Good occurs when we follow the Torah, harm and punishment are a
result of averot, not following the Torah. Hashem promised us that when (Continued on page 2)
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Minha - מנחה /  4:55

Candle Lighting -  5:00
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Shabbat Morning /
- קרבנות  8:00
- ה‘ מלך 8:15
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שיעור חובות הלבבות
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- שיעור הלכה  3:05

- מנחה 4:20
- שקיעה 5:19
- שיחה 5:50
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Young Chaim would not let the Nazis break him. Physically, perhaps, they
could beat and starve him. But they could not take away his deep
connection to Hashem, nor his love for his fellow suffering brethren.
Despite it all, Chaim remained positive, helpful and happy, confident that
he was part of the chosen nation and not the depraved beasts who were
running the concentration camps.

Chaim made sure to help Jews in need, though it came as a great risk to
him. There was one particularly sick person who everyone avoided, lest
they catch his contagious disease. Added to his illness, he has been blinded
by Nazis. The man’s situation seemed hopeless and most despaired of his
recovery. But not Chaim. Determined to help, Chaim tended to the sick
man selflessly and miraculously, the man’s condition improved.

But Chaim’s optimism and upbeat attitude did not escape the Nazi’s attention. The camps were supposed
to be a place of misery and torture and Chaim was not following the script. Chaim had to be disposed of
and one day, he was ordered to be taken outsider the camp and shot. Even on the road to his murder,
Chaim did not give up. He begged and pleaded with Hashem to save him in the merit of the chesed he had
performed with the sick man. And Hashem heard his prayers.

“I’ll shoot into the air and you run into the forest”, the Nazi surprisingly commanded. Chaim couldn’t
believe what was happening, but, sure enough, he heard a gunshot and proceeded to run as quickly as he
could into the nearby forest and was miraculously saved.

Chaim eventually became the great Rov of Antwerp, Rav Chaim Kreiswirth zt”l, and continued to live his
life of emunah, service to Hashem and chesed to his fellow yidden, following the path he had set for
himself in the worst of places and prevailing despite the many evils that had surrounded him.
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we follow the Torah, and the Goyim their seven missvot. He will bring
all of the blessings to the world and to each individual, otherwise the

reverse. As our Rabbis say, it isn’t the snake that kills, but the averot do. What Paroh saw in
the stars was correct according to the natural laws, but according to the Torah all could
change. Definitely the nation could have been wiped out by the sin of the Egel, but the Torah
is superior to natural laws. Teshuba and following Torah eradicates the decree and turns it
into a beracha, the brit milah. That is why the Torah had to be given in the midbar, a place that
no one could survive naturally, in order to show that by following the Torah one could exist
even in a midbar. As we see Rabbi Shimon Bar Yohai and his son lived in a cave for many years
learning Torah and Hashem gave them their substanance all of those years.
The world of Bnei Yisrael exists only by following the Torah and missvot. We must constantly
be thankful to Hashem for granting us such berachot. Giving us Torah institutions, both for
children, youth and young men and women guiding us with Rabanim, morim and morot at all
levels is an unbelievable kindness which enables us to serve Hashem and bring beracha to our
families, community and Klal Yisrael.

(Continued from page 1)

Stories of Gedolim

Shabbat Shalom                   HaRav Ezra Zafrani
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THE FROG FISH
Frogfish live in many different shallow sea areas. They are called
frogfish because they have a wide mouth and face like a frog. In
addition, their front fins are on the ends of what appear to be very fat
frog legs. Yet they also have a fleshy lure, suspended on sort of a pole
called an esca, coming out of their forehead, like the deep water angler fish. And like the angler,
the frogfish uses this bait to lure lunch close to its mouth.

Frogfish move very slowly but ironically, frogfish have the fastest strike speed of any other animal
on earth. They ambulate by gulping water with its massive mouth. Then forcing the water through
it’s gills the frogfish moves about the reef or bottom. The body move’s very little as the frogfish
huffs and puffs its way through the water column

The unusual appearance of the frogfish functions to conceal it from predators and sometimes to
mimic a potential meal to its prey. In the study of animal behavior, this is known as aggressive
mimicry. Their unusual shape, color, and skin textures disguise frogfish. Some resemble stones or
coral, while others imitate sponges or sea squirts with dark splotches instead of holes. Some
frogfish are covered with algae or hydrozoa. Their camouflage can be so perfect, that sea slugs
have been known to crawl over the fish without recognizing them.

For the scaleless and unprotected frogfish, camouflage is an important defense against predators.
Some species can also inflate themselves, like pufferfish, by sucking in water in a threat display.

Many frogfishes can change their color. The light colors are generally yellows or yellow-browns,
while the darker are green, black, or dark red. They usually appear with the lighter color, but the
change can last from a few days to several weeks. What triggers the change is unknown.

Frogfishes eat crustaceans, other fish, and even each other. When potential prey is first spotted,
the frogfish follows it with its eyes. Then, when it approaches within roughly seven body-lengths,
the frogfish begins to move its fins in such a way that its lure mimics the motions of the animal it
resembles. As the prey approaches, the frogfish slowly moves to prepare for its attack; sometimes
this involves approaching the prey or "stalking", while sometimes it is simply adjusting its mouth
angle. The catch itself is made by the sudden opening of the jaws, which enlarges the volume of
the mouth cavity up to 12-fold, pulling the prey into the mouth along with water. Slow-motion
filming has shown that the frogfish sucks in its prey in just six milliseconds, so fast that other
animals cannot see it happen. The water flows out through the gills, while the prey is swallowed
and the esophagus closed with a special muscle to keep the victim from escaping. In addition to
expanding their mouths, frogfish can also expand their stomachs to swallow animals up to twice
their size.

Like the platypus, the frogfish unites very different characteristics of several creatures into one.

The frogfish is yet another dramatic testimony to the fact that Hashem has created all the
creatures all singing, “Mah Rabu Maasecha Hashem!”

Rabbi Eliyahu Tobal

נפלאות הבורא
Hashems Amazing World
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הלכות למעשה
Weekly Halachot

Maran states (Shulhan Aruch YD 113, 1) “Any food that is not eaten raw, and is brought upon
the table of a king whether as a spread for bread or as a desert, that a non-Jew cooked even if
it was cooked using Jewish pots while in the home of the Jew the food is considered forbidden,
because it was cooked by a non-Jew.” This is referred to as Bishul Akum.

In many companies, the method for dealing with the issue of Bishul Akum is to have the
Mashgiah light the pilot light of the boiler. For the Sefardim who follow Shulchan Aruch this
method is unacceptable. Even for the Ashkenazim most poskim hold that the method using
a pilot is not ideal (see Aruch Hashulchan and Kaf Hahayim).

Officially, the kashrut agency known as OU is lenient with canned products based on a heter
from Harav Moshe Feinstein zt”l, that items cooked in a factory with special machinery are
not under the prohibition of Bishul Akum. Furthermore the Maharit Sahalon says that there
is no prohibition for Bishul done for sale. In addition, most canned goods are steamed
cooked which according to the Zer Zahav is permitted. (See Daf Hakashrus dec. 2008)
The problem with all these reasoning’s is that they do not fit with the basic laws of Bishul
Akum. The Hida strongly refuted the Maharit Sahalon. The Hazon Ish and many others hold
that steaming is also forbidden and the hidush of Rav Moshe was not accepted by most
poskim. The OU themselves agree that these are leniencies, and for restaurants they require
the mashgiah to turn on the fire and not to rely on the pilot.

How then do we eat canned goods? The basic law of Bishul Akum is only with food essential
enough to be served to important guests. It has been told that the white house never uses
canned goods, neither do high-end caterers. I do not believe this is enough for us to
comfortably deem all canned goods permissible. However, foods that are not served to
important guests are certainly permitted such as canned corn and chickpeas. Foods that are
edible raw are also permitted such as tomato sauce. Canned Tuna fish is cooked not
steamed. The company Dagim says that a Jew cooks all the fish.

The OU are lenient with regard to simanim and allow the fish to be processed without
supervision this is not acceptable for any g-d fearing Jew.
Officially, the star k under Rav Heinemann allows any heating element such as a hot roller or
even a light bulb that produces heat. The poskim do not agree with this. Yet I discussed this
with one of star k head mashgichim and he said that all the companies he works with use a
pilot that is sealed and only the mashgiach can relight it.

In conclusion, the best option is to only eat fresh wholesome food cooked by a Jew. Yet in a
pressing situation canned food is permissible.

Rabbi Michael Levy

Bishul Akum - Canned Foods


