
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ושבת עד ה' אלקיך )ל:ב(
And you will return unto Hashem, your G-d (30:2) 

It is brought down in the Sefer ‘Otzer Pisgamim V’Sichos’ that a man once 
came to Rebbe Yisroel of Ruzhin, zt”l, and confessed to him that he had sinned 
and he wanted to do Teshuvah [Repentance]. Rebbe Yisroel told him: “Just do 
it!” But the man claimed: “Rebbe, I don’t know how to do Teshuvah.” The 
Rebbe asked him: “And how do you know about sinning?” To which the man 
replied: “First I sinned, and then I was informed that I had sinned.” The Rebbe 
replied: “Teshuvah is the same way. First do it, regret that you sinned, be 
bothered about the sin, and Teshuvah will come by itself.” (Umatok HaOhr) 

 

Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

 Shabbos Treasures    

A father writes a story that occurred with his son who had recently went off to 

Yeshivah in Eretz Yisroel. “In honor of the Shabbos before Rosh Hashanah, my son’s 

friend suggested that they go and buy something nice to enjoy on that Shabbos. My son 

gladly agreed, and together they went to the supermarket. Before shopping, my son 

checked his wallet and saw that he only had 28 Shekel on him. He made careful choices 

for what he wanted to purchase, making sure he did not go over his budget, and when 

he reached this amount he stopped shopping. His friend, however, suggested that he 

save some money so that he could also buy something in honor of Rosh Hashanah, 

which would begin the next Sunday night. My son immediately said that our expenses 

for Shabbos are not lost and Hashem returns them, therefore, he does not have to worry 

about having money for Rosh Hashanah because by then he will already have the 

money back from what he spends on Shabbos. His friend, amazed at this, wanted to 

know where he learned this from, if it was written in a Sefer or if it was just a rumor, 

but my son replied with certainty, ‘This is how I was brought up and what my father 

has taught me my entire life. Since it comes from my father, I do not have to question it 

or look to see it in a Sefer.’ The friend argued even stronger and said, ‘Even if this is 

true and there is a reliable source for this and Hashem will return the Shabbos 

expenses, you still don’t know when Hashem will return it to you. It could be in a 

month or a year! How do you know that by Sunday you will have the money that you 

are spending now without even thinking about tomorrow?’ While they were discussing, 

they found themselves standing in line to pay when a woman holding her son by the 

hand asked if she could please go ahead of them as she was in a terrible hurry. My son 

gladly let her go ahead and he pushed all his and his friend’s items back to make room 

for her basket. The boys then continued their conversation. When the woman finished 

paying, my son panicked when he saw that the cashier had mistakenly charged his 

items to the woman, and he pointed this out to her. But the woman replied, ‘There is no 

mistake here, I have already paid for you!’ My son asked, ‘But why did you do this?’ 

She answered, ‘Simply because I wanted to’, not hiding her enjoyment. She then 

approached the security guard and showed him the receipt that she had paid for him so 

that he would not be bothered when leaving the supermarket to show proof of payment, 

and she hurried on her way. My son stood in amazement, as he had still not yet taken 

the money out of his wallet, and his friend stood open-mouthed in that he had received 

clear rebuke on the topic of spending for Shabbos in such an immediate fashion! 

Another amazing aspect to this was that the items of my son and his friend were placed 

side by side on the counter, and inexplicably, the woman only paid for the items of my 

son, and not his friend. It was a clear message from Hashem that He covers all Shabbos 

expenses, and that He can be trusted to pay it back immediately!” (Tiv HaHashgachah) 
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                Candle Lighting: 6:21  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 9:13   Gra: 9:49 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:48 

Chatzos: 12:45       Sh'kiah: 6:37 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 7:19 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 7:50  

                                                 (some say 7:59) 
 
 

 
             Next Week: Vayeilech 
              Candle Lighting: 6:10 

We are given the choice between good and life, or 

evil and death, but Moshe recommends that we choose 

life (30:15). Rav Yaakov Galinsky notes that since these 

concepts are contrasted, clearly the choice is not simple, 

and the pros and cons of each side must be closely 

considered. He emphasized this with a metaphor. There is 

no challenge for a soccer player to score a goal when 

there are no opponents. His real ability is defined based 

on his performance when he plays against a challenging 

adversary. So too, our choice of good and life will be the 

greatest when we have challenges, and our choice is not 

very clear. Therefore, we must ask Hashem for direction 

to have the clarity to choose life! 

 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 
 

      By: R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 

       B’Kitzur… 
      A Quick Look at Hilchos Tefilah 

On Monday and Thursday, after the Torah is lifted for 

Hagbah, the Chazzan says the Yehi Ratzons out loud, and 

the rest of the congregation should listen and respond with 

Amein after each one. On days when Tachanun is not said, 

Yehi Ratzon is also not said. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 23:27) 

 

לולא חכ"  
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 Middos     Once, the Baal Shem Tov was sitting with his students and he told them that we have   

to learn Mussar from everything in the world, and that it is even possible to learn good character and 

Mussar from a goy. The students were amazed and thought, ‘How is it possible that lessons of holiness can 

come from a goy, and teach Mussar to Bnei Yisroel?’ Not even a few moments passed when they heard a 

knock coming from outside below the window. When they opened it and looked out, a goy was standing 

there and he asked if there was anything that might need to be fixed. This was common in those days, that 

handymen went around and people would give them their items to be repaired. When they told him there 

was nothing that day that needed his service, he told them, “Surely you have many items that need to be 

repaired. The truth is though, that you don’t want them fixed. Therefore, you should not say that you don’t 

have anything to be fixed, rather, you should say that you do not want to fix them.” Immediately, the Baal 

Shem Tov explained to his students why this had just occurred. It was to teach them that Hashem wanted to 

awaken them through the words of the goy, and Hashem had sent him at that very moment to teach them 

that there is much within ourselves that needs repair. The Baal Shem Tov said, “This should be Mussar for 

us! Even a holy lesson can be presented in the form of a goy, to teach us to correct our ways and ‘utensils’ 

while we are still in this world. If we don’t work on improving ourselves, we should at least be honest and 

not say that we don’t need the improvement, but rather that we don’t want to improve!” The Baal Shem Tov 

taught that nothing occurs in this world by chance, not even the tiniest movement. Anything that we see 

occur was arranged with amazing Providence from Hashem, and it for the purpose to awaken us to 

recognize Hashem, even if the lesson comes from a goy!  
 

 L’Maaseh       
Rav Elimelech Biderman 

relates a story. A distinguished 

guest once arrived in Golders 

Green, London. On Erev Shabbos 

he went to Rav Chuna Halperin, 

zt”l, and said, “I am a professional 

Baal Tefilah. Can I be the Chazzan 

for Mussaf in your Shul this week?” 

Rav Chuna replied, “You will have 

to ask permission from one of the 

wealthy members of our Shul, 

because he has Yartzeit next week, 

and he was planning to daven 

Mussaf. If he is ok with it, then it is 

fine with me as well.” The man 

went straight to this wealthy 

individual, and explained that since 

he has a very sweet voice, he wants 

to Daven Mussaf by the Amud. The 

wealthy man decided to let the 

guest have his way, and allowed 

him to be the Chazzan. The guest 

then said, “Since I am such a 

special Baal Tefilah, it would be 

proper that you pay me for this 

service.” The wealthy man was 

tempted to tell this guest that he 

changed his mind, and he wouldn’t 

give him the honor. He was 

outraged. First this stranger begs 

for the Amud, and now he is asking 

to be paid for it as well?! What 

Chutzpah! However, the wealthy 

man controlled his emotions and 

his anger, and as politely as he 

could, he asked, “How much do 

you charge for this service?” The 

man asked for a large sum of two 

hundred pounds. The wealthy man 

contained his anger once again, and 

agreed. This conversation occurred 

on Friday morning. Later that day, 

the wealthy man checked his stocks 

and discovered that his stocks had 

somehow tripled their value! He 

attributed this gain to his ability to 

control his anger, and for holding 

back from saying anything mean. 

He reflected on a teaching he once 

heard that just as embarrassing a 

fellow man is a very severe 

Aveirah, refraining from doing so 

reaps great reward! 
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 בס"ד

Rav Yisroel Reisman comments about the Pasuk in Hoshea (2:21) V’Eirastich Li L’Olam, where 

Hashem says that we will be engaged to Him forever, which we say as we wrap the strap of the Tefilin Shel 

Yad on our finger. The Sfas Emes asks, what does it mean to be engaged forever? Why are there no plans to 

get married? Rabbi Reisman says that this is a very strange Shidduch. The Sfas Emes answers that when a 

person gets engaged there is a newness and a certain excitement. There is a special way a Chosson and 

Kallah talk to each other, and put special thought into how they interact with each other. The Sfas Emes 

says, however, the engagement period doesn’t last forever, because the couple moves on to Nisuin and get 

married. Even so, the couple can carry that newness with them into their marriage, and keep it feeling new 

forever. This is what the Pasuk is teaching, that we should always feel like we just got engaged in our 

relationship with Hashem. The same is true for every Bar Mitzvah boy when he starts putting on Tefilin and 

says this Pasuk, that the excitement of putting on Tefilin should always remain with him. The Sfas Emes 

expresses a similar thought on a Pasuk in Tehilim (27), L’Dovid Hashem Ori. We say Shivti B’veis Hashem 

Kol Yimei Chayai, and we ask Hashem to live in His House all our lives, U’Livaker B’Heichalo, and visit 

His Sanctuary (יָכלֹו ר ְבהֵּ  This sounds like Bikur Cholim, visiting the sick. Why do we ask to just visit .(ּוְלַבקֵּ

Hashem? We just asked Hashem if we could live by Him forever! The Sfas Emes explains that when 

someone comes to visit for the first time, there is a certain excitement and joy. For example,                

Rabbi Reisman says, someone who is a tourist and he is visiting a new city for the first time, he looks with 

his eyes wide open, because he is excited. We are asking Hashem that we should always be able to live by 

Him with the same excitement as if it were our first visit!  
 

       The Siddur Speaks 

A Closer Look at Davening 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
The Kotzker Rebbe used to teach how any accomplishments that one has is only because Hashem has 

allowed him to accomplish. One may never think that anything comes from his own efforts. One who 

thinks that he can accomplish by the power of his own hands, his eyes are closed to reality. He doesn’t 

see the truth that everything comes from Hashem. The Kotzker would discuss a common situation, that 

for many people, their income doesn’t match their expenses. It is very common for people to work hard 

and do all the Histhtadlus, the effort that is necessary, but still, not earn enough money to cover all of 

their expenses. Why is this? The Kotzker Rebbe answered that this particular situation helps people 

recognize Hashem. If their weekly paycheck would cover all their expenses, they could easily fall into the 

trap of thinking that they work, earn money, and cover all their bills and expenses. It would seem as if 

they are managing on their own. They would not have any reminder that Hashem is the One Who does it. 

Therefore, Hashem arranged this situation for many people, that they don’t have enough income, yet 

miraculously, everything still works out well! Somehow, Hashem helps that everyone’s needs are met. It 

isn’t always easy, as there are some moments of stress and worry, but this eventually passes and Hashem 

helps everyone manage. When this occurs, people know without any doubt, that Hashem is supporting 

them. This situation trains people to recognize that everything that we have comes from Hashem! 
 


