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Weekdays
Shachris
Sunday                                               6:50 8 & 8:30
Weekdays                           5:50, 6:50, 7:30 & 8:30
Weekday Rosh Chodesh     5:40, 6:40 ,7:30 & 8:30
Sunday Rosh Chodesh                 6:30, 8:00 & 8:30
Mincha                                                             7:40
Maariv                          after mincha, 820 &   9:15

 מבה"ח מחר חדששבת אחרי
Light candles                                              7:39 PM
Mincha                                               7 & 7:49 PM
Shachris                                7:30, 8:50 & 9:00 AM
Mincha                                 1:45, 6:30 &  7:35 PM
Maariv                                                        8:45 PM
Shabos Ends                                               8:49 PM

THESE ZMANIM ARE DETERMINED BY THE 
GABBOIM AND ARE  SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT 

THEIR DISCRETION על-הכפרתהכפרת אשר על-הארן ולא ימות כי בענן אראה יבא בכל-עת אל-הקדש מבית לפרכת אל-פני ויאמר ה' אל-משה דבר אל-אהרן אחיך ואל
 Much of this week's parashah is 
devoted to describing the sacrificial 
service that the Kohen Gadol was 
required to perform whenever he 
entered the Kodesh Ha'kodashim / 
The Holy of Holies. The Torah says 
(16:2), "He shall not come at all 
times into the Sanctuary . . ." Why 
not? Rashi explains: "Because My 
Shechinah is revealed there, Aharon 
should be careful not to enter 
regularly." R' Chaim Shmuelevitz z"l 
(1902-1979; Mirrer Rosh Yeshiva in 
Shanghai and Yerushalayim) 
elaborates, saying: "Habit is the 
greatest enemy of one who wishes to 
feel holy and uplifted. When one 
stands opposite that which is sublime 
and exalted, and in his soul burn 
sparks of a holy fire, habit sneaks in 
and douses the embers one by one 
until the entire fire is extinguished." R' 
Shmuelevitz continues: The prophet 
Yechezkel writes (46:9), "When the 

populace comes before Hashem on 
the appointed days, whoever comes 
in by way of the northern gate [of the 
Temple] to prostrate himself shall go 
out by way of the southern gate, and 
whoever comes in by way of the 
southern gate shall go out by way of 
the northern gate. He shall not return 
by way of the gate through which he 
came in; rather, he shall go out 
opposite it." R' Yosef Yaavetz z"l 
(died 1507) explains that Hashem 
does not want a person to see one of 
the gates twice, lest he equate it in 
his mind with the gate of his own 
house. Likewise, one should not see 
the same wall of the Bet Hamikdash 
twice lest he equate it with the walls 
of his own house. In fact, writes R' 
Yaavetz, this is what caused the sin 
of the Golden Calf, for they took the 
Ohel Mo'ed / Tent of Meeting for 
granted and began to despise it. 
Therefore, after the sin, we read 
(Shemot 33:7) that Moshe 
dismantled the Tent and rebuilt it 
outside of the camp. (Sichot Mussar)
================================Know who you are
[עפ"י ר' שמשון רפאל הירש ז"ל].הקב"ה, מבלי לבקש על זה הוראה מפורשת.מעצמם מה שיש לעשות כדי למלא רצונו של במציאות, והאמינו שהם מסוגלים להבין שחשבו את עצמם קרובים לד' יותר משהיו "בקרבתם לפני ד' וימותו" - חטאם היה בזה, 
===========================

For in the cloud I will appear upon 
the ark-cover (16:2)This teaches 
that we must never despair even in 
the worst of the times, for G-d's 
Presence rested upon Israel 
precisely "in the cloud." No matter 
how dark or hopeless a situation 
appears we must never give up or 
become dejected.(Rabbi Meir 
Shapira of Lublin)
Speak to Aaron your brother, that 
he not come Bchol Eis/ at all times 
into the holy place (16:2) The 
Talmud states: "Who is considered to 
fulfill [the mitzva of] charity "Bchol 
Eis/ at all times"? One who provides 
for his sons and daughters when they 
are small." Nonetheless, lest a 
person think that supporting his 
family excludes him from having to 
give charity to the poor, the Torah 
states, "that he not come at all times 
into the holy place." The perpetual 
mitzva of supporting one's family is 
insufficient to attain the higher levels 
of holiness. (Shaloh)

הקב"ה יברך אותם בכל מילי דמיטבשיהיה לזכותם ולזכות כל משפחתםלהמשיך את הגליון עוד הפעם בשנה זועל הסיוע שמושיטים לי בעין יפה לכבוד האי גברא וב"ב הרוצים בעילום שמם ===========================================
בעושר ואושר ואריכת ימים בבריאות 
מיט יידישע נחת  בזה ובבא עבגצב"ב

בגדי-קדש הם ורחץ במים את-בשרו ולבשםעל-בשרו ובאבנט בד יחגר ובמצנפת בד יצנף כתנת-בד קדש ילבש ומכנסי-בד יהיו ==========================================
“He shall don a sacred linen tunic; 
linen breeches shall be on his 
flesh, he shall gird himself with a 
linen sash, and cover his head 
with a linen turban.” (16:4) When 
the Kohen Gadol enters the Holy of 
Holies on Yom Kippur, he does not 
wear the usual “uniform” of the 
Kohen Gadol; rather, he wears 
all-white linen garments. The reason, 
say our Sages, is that the regular 
garments of the Kohen Gadol contain 
gold, which is reminiscent of the sin 
of the golden calf. Wearing them 
would violate the principle of “Ain 
kategor na’aseh saneigor” / “A 
prosecutor [i.e., gold] may not 
become an advocate for the 
defense.”R’ Moshe Leib Shachor z”l 
(Yerushalayim; 1894-1964) notes 
that the principle of “Ain kategor 
na’aseh saneigor” was not derived by 
our Sages from any verse. Rather, it 
is a matter of decency; one person 
should not be prosecuting another 
person unless he is certain in the 
depths of his heart of the latter’s guilt. 
How then could a prosecutor ever 
switch sides?! Furthermore, even if 
the prosecutor now doubts his former 
certainty and believes the accused is 
innocent, the lingering vestiges of his 
past beliefs will limit his effectiveness 
as a defense counsel. That is human 
nature. [While these concerns do not 
literally apply to the Kohen Gadol’s 
garments, the Torah did not “design” 
the avodah / Temple service in a way 
that violates principles of decent 
behavior.] How does a person 
become an effective spokesman for 
the defense of the Jewish People or 
in defense of individual sinners? R’ 
Shachor writes: One can be an 
effective advocate if he has 
previously been in the shoes of the 
person for whom he is advocating. If 
he has overcome certain bad traits, 
he understands the other person’s 
challenges and feels his pain. 
Alternatively, an effective advocate is 
someone who appreciates the beauty 
and unity of Creation as a whole and 
therefore values each of its separate 



parts. He knows that nothing in the 
Universe lacks a purpose; therefore, 
he feels obligated to advocate for 
every person. (Koach Ha’teshuvah)
He shall wear a holy linen coat. 
(16:4) The High Priest wore only linen 
garb in the Holy of Holies, rather than 
the gold clothing which he wore the 
entire year while performing his 
duties. This is because Israel built the 
golden calf, and even a reminder of 
that sin should not be brought into 
the Holy of Holies. (Tz'ena Ur'ena)

==============================
Never too late "[עפ"י הספר "צמח צדיק].להעביר את רוע הגזרה...וממון, והיינו תשובה ותפלה וצדקה, כדי והקדוש צריך עדיין לשלש אלה: צום, קול מאות ושמנה, ומכוון רמז שאפילו הכהן הגדול ממו"ן - שלש תיבות הללו ג"כ ביחד ארבע בגימטריא ארבע מאות ושמנה, צו"ם קו"ל "בזאת יבוא אהרן אל הקדש" - "זאת

=============================
“Aharon shall place lots upon the 
two he-goats--one lot ‘for Hashem’ 
and one lot ‘for Azazel’.” (16:8) The 
mitzvah to kill a sa’ir / goat outside of 
the Bet Hamikdash on Yom Kippur in 
parallel with the sa’ir that is offered 
as a chatat / sin offering in the Bet 
Hamikdash undoubtedly is one of the 
most difficult commandments to 
understand. R’ Shlomo Wolbe z”l 
(1914-2005; a leading teacher of 
mussar) offers the following 
explanation, based on the Torah 
commentary of R’ Menachem 
Recanti z”l (Italy; circa 1250-1310): 
When a person sins, he intermingles 
different forces that Hashem created 
for different purposes. In particular, 
he takes abilities that he was given 
for purposes of kedushah / holiness, 
and he uses them for tumah / 
impurity. Atonement for a sin involves 
reversing that process, i.e., making a 
clear break between kedushah and 
tumah. This is what is highlighted by 
taking two identical goats and 
offering one as a korban while 
throwing the second off of a cliff. 
(Shiurei Chumash [unpublished 
manuscript]) R’ Recanti adds to his 
explanation cited above: This is 
alluded to by the meeting between 
Yaakov and Esav, at which Esav said 
(33:15), “Let me assign to you some 
of the people who are with me.” Esav 
wanted his people to mingle with 
Yaakov’s family, but, the verse 
continues, Yaakov rebuffed him. The 
next verse relates, “So Esav started 
back that day on his way toward 

Se’ir.” At this point, Yaakov made a 
clean break from Esav. [Note the 
similarity between sa’ir / goat and 
Esav’s land, Se’ir.] (Peirush 
Ha’Recanti) [Rabbi Shlomo Katz of 
Hamaayan notes: Perhaps this 
explains why we say in the Pesach 
Haggadah, “He (Hashem) gave Esav 
the mountain of Se’ir, and Yaakov 
and his sons descended to Egypt.” 
Why mention Esav in the Haggadah? 
Because the Haggadah tells the story 
of how Yaakov’s family was enslaved 
in Egypt and then freed, all in 
preparation for receiving the Torah 
and attaining a special holy status. 
Esav’s departure for Se’ir and the 
resulting separation from Yaakov was 
a step in that process, as explained 
above.]
And Aaron shall cast lots upon the 
two goats, one lot for the L-rd, and 
the other lot for Azazel (16:8) As 
Rashi notes, "One would be placed to 
his right and the other to his left." Our 
Sages said that it was considered a 
good sign if the "lot for the L-rd" 
came out in Aaron's right hand, 
according to the principle: "The left 
hand should push away, while the 
right draws nearer." This is because 
the goat "for Azazel," which was sent 
into the wilderness, rendered the 
Jews pure from sin, whereas the one 
that was offered as a sin offering 
brought them closer to G-d. (Avnei 
Nezer of Sochatchov)

מבית לפרכתמלפני ה' ומלא חפניו קטרת סמים דקה והביא ולקח מלא-המחתה גחלי-אש מעל המזבח 
And his cupped handful of finely 
ground incense-spices. (16:12) The 
Kohen Gadol is finally prepared to 
appear before Hashem to implore His 
atonement on behalf of Klal Yisrael. 
He has said his Viddui and 
slaughtered his personal Korban 
Chatas. He is now ready to offer the 
Ketores, incense, in the Kodesh 
Ha'kodoshim. The Kohen Gadol 
enters the Holy of Holies once a year, 
on Yom Kippur. The first service he 
performs, the first request he makes 
of the Al-mighty, is to seek 
atonement for the sin of lashon hora, 
speaking gossip and slander. The 
Ketores serves as the vehicle for this 
request. How does the offering of the 
finely ground incense-spices 
symbolize lashon hora? Horav David 
Feinstein offers an insightful 
explanation. He quotes Rashi, who, 
in citing the interpretation of Chazal, 

questions the need for emphasizing 
that the incense-spices were finely 
ground. Ketores was brought every 
day in the Bais Ha'mikdash, and it 
was finely ground. Why should it be 
different on Yom Kippur? Chazal 
conclude that while it is mandatory to 
finely grind the spices during the 
year, on Yom Kippur it is essential 
that they be exceptionally fine. 
Consequently, the spices are ground 
again on the day before Yom Kippur. 
Ketores was offered twice daily, in 
the morning and in the afternoon. 
These offerings served to atone for 
the sin of lashon hora. The 
recurrence of this sin is noted by the 
twice daily offering of Ketores. On 
Yom Kippur, something more than 
the average Ketores was needed. On 
this day, when Klal Yisrael must 
receive atonement for all sins, it was 
essential that focus be brought on the 
form of lashon hora that is the most 
subtle and most common - avak 
lashon hora, dust of lashon hora. 
This "innocuous" form of lashon hora 
is like fine dust, very elusive, at times 
even sophisticated and well-meaning, 
but lashon hora no less. It affects the 
majority of people. Thus, Klal Yisrael 
must atone for it on the day when 
everyone stands in prayer begging 
for forgiveness. Avak lashon hora is 
the source of most sin. Many sins 
begin with a simple derogatory 
remark about someone which 
becomes magnified over time. This 
"humble" beginning can lead to the 
most unspeakable forms of behavior. 
It is, therefore, especially appropriate 
that we grind up the incense a 
second time, so that we make it as 
fine as possible, symbolizing the "fine 
dust" of lashon hora. (Peninim Al 
Hatorah)
“Aharon shall lean his two hands 
upon the head of the living he-goat 
and confess upon it all the 
iniquities of Bnei Yisrael, . . . and 
send it with a designated man to 
the desert. The he-goat will bear 
upon itself all their iniquities to an 
uninhabited land, and he [the 
messenger] should send the 
he-goat to the desert.” (16:21-22) 
The Mishnah (Yoma 66a) teaches 
that, even though it was Yom Kippur, 
there were way-stations where food 
and drink were offered to the man 
taking the se’ir lazazel to the desert. 
However, says the Gemara (Yoma 
67a), the person never needed the 



food or drink. This illustrates the 
principle that “one who has bread in 
his basket is not like one who does 
not have bread in his basket,” i.e., a 
person who has the ability to fulfill a 
particular desire generally does not 
desire that thing as strongly as does 
one who does not have the ability to 
fulfill that desire. Rabbeinu Nissim 
z”l (“Ran”; 14th century; Barcelona, 
Spain) writes that this is the same 
principle which states that a mitzvah 
performed by one who is obligated to 
perform that mitzvah merits greater 
reward than does the same mitzvah 
performed by one who is not 
obligated to perform that mitzvah. 
When one is obligated to do a certain 
good deed, the yetzer hara resists. 
One who is not obligated does not 
experience that resistance, just as 
someone “who has bread in his 
basket” is immune from the whiles of 
the yetzer hara. Ran continues: 
There is another reason why a 
mitzvah performed by one who is 
obligated earns greater reward than 
does the same mitzvah performed by 
one who is not obligated. If G-d 
commands that a certain mitzvah be 
done by a certain category of people 
or in certain circumstances, and not 
others, it is because that is the only 
way the “secret” behind that mitzvah 
can be actualized. Even though a 
person who is not commanded may 
still be permitted to do that particular 
mitzvah, his actions do not 
accomplish the cosmic purpose of 
that mitzvah. (Derashot Ha’Ran: 
drush chamishi, nusach bet) 
Elsewhere, Ran offers a third reason 
for why a mitzvah performed by one 
who is obligated merits greater 
reward than does the same mitzvah 
performed by one who is not 
obligated. If G-d needed our mitzvot, 
then there would be no difference 
between one who is commanded and 
one who is not, for each would have 
given G-d exactly the same thing. In 
fact, however, G-d does not need our 
mitzvot; rather, they were given to us 
in order bring us merit. That merit, 
however, can come about only by 
following G-d’s instructions, not by 
doing things He did not command. 
(Derashot Ha’Ran: drush shevi’i)
כי-ביום הזה יכפר עליכם לטהר אתכם מכל 
חטאתיכם לפני ה' תטהרו
For on that day shall [the High 
Priest] make an atonement for you 
(16:30) The Jewish people are 

likened to a walnut. A walnut is edible 
even if it falls into dirt and filth. All one 
must do before eating it is wash it off, 
for the inside meat remains unsoiled. 
The same may be said of the Jewish 
people. No matter how sullied they 
become by their misdeeds a whole 
year, Yom Kippur comes and 
"washes" them off. A sin affects only 
the external part of the Jewish soul; 
the inner essence is always 
untouched and pristine. (Midrash 
Rabba)

אתכם שמה לא תעשו ובחקתיהם לא תלכותעשו וכמעשה ארץ-כנען אשר אני מביא כמעשה ארץ- מצרים אשר ישבתם-בה לא 
"Do not perform the practice of the 
land of Egypt in which you dwelled 
. . ." (18:3) The Midrash on this verse 
comments: "Thus it is written (Shir 
Ha'shirim 2:2), `Like the rose 
[maintaining its beauty] among the 
thorns, so is My faithful beloved 
among the nations.' This [says the 
Midrash] refers to Rivka who lived 
with her deceitful brother Lavan and 
among other deceitful people, but 
she maintained her righteousness." 
R' Akiva Yosef Schlesinger z"l 
(Hungary and Yerushalayim; died 
1922) writes that this verse is 
warning us not to feel as if we have 
settled comfortably in our place of 
exile and must act like the other 
nations in an attempt to gain equal 
rights. That is what the Jewish people 
did in Egypt, and only one-fiftieth 
(2%) of the nation survived spiritually 
and took part in the Exodus, 
according to one opinion among the 
Sages. Says the verse: "Do not 
perform the practice of the land of 
Egypt." What was that practice? "In 
which you dwelled . . ." That you 
settled comfortably there. Rather, see 
yourself like a rose among the thorns, 
standing out in your uniqueness and 
beauty, just as our Matriarch Rivka 
was among her own family members. 
(Torat Yechiel)
אתם האדם וחי בהם אני ה'ושמרתם את-חקתי ואת-משפטי אשר יעשה 

“You shall observe My decrees 
and My laws, which man shall 
carry out and by which he shall 
live . . .” (18:5) Onkelos translates: 
“By which he shall live - in the 
World-to-Come.” R’ Yisrael Meir 
Kagan z”l (the Chafetz Chaim; died 
1933) explains: All created things 
need sustenance from Hashem in 
order to exist. This is true of spiritual 
beings just as it is true of physical 
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beings. Of course, the sustenance of 
spiritual beings in not like our 
sustenance; it is spiritual, the “food” 
of angels. Like other creations, the 
neshamah / soul needs sustenance. 
As long as the neshamah is hosted in 
a person’s body, Hashem enables it 
to be sustained by the physical food 
that sustains the body. When the 
neshamah leaves the human body 
and moves on to the spiritual world 



(i.e., when a person passes away), it 
still needs sustenance, but it no 
longer can be sustained by physical 
food. Firstly, how would the 
neshamah take in physical food? 
Also, physical food can sustain only 
for a limited time, whereas the 
neshamah lives forever in the 
World-to-Come and needs 
sustenance that will sustain it forever. 
Therefore, writes the Chafetz Chaim, 
Hashem, in His great compassion, 
created something that can sustain 
the neshamah in the World-to-Come. 
That sustenance is Hashem’s 
decrees and His laws, “which man 
shall carry out and by which he shall 
live - in the World-to-Come.” Indeed, 
only through observing Hashem’s 
decrees and laws can a person live 
forever. (Mishnah Berurah: 
Introduction)
You shall observe My decrees and 
My judgments, which man shall 
carry out and live by them (otam) 
(18:5) In this verse the word "otam" 
(alef-tav-mem) is written without a 
vav, leaving the same three letters as 
the word "emet," meaning truth. From 
this we learn, by way of allusion, that 
a person who reveres the truth and is 
always honest with himself and 
others can rest assured that he will 
"live by them" - be blessed by G-d 
with a long life. (Degel Machane 
Efraim) 

אני ה' אלקיכםהתועבת אשר נעשו לפניכם ולא תטמאו בהם ושמרתם את-משמרתי לבלתי עשות מחקות 
 In one of the last verses in our 
parashah, the Torah warns, (18:30) 
“You shall safeguard My decrees 
and My judgments, and not 
commit any of these 
abominations- -the native or the 
proselyte who lives among you. 
For the inhabitants of the Land 
[Eretz Yisrael] who are before you 
committed all these abominations, 
and the Land became 
contaminated. Do not let the Land 
disgorge you for having 
contaminated it, as it disgorged 
the nation that is before you.” R’ 
Moshe ben Nachman z”l (Ramban; 
1194-1270; Spain and Eretz Yisrael) 
asks: The mitzvot referred 
to--refraining from immoral 
relations--are laws that involve one’s 
self, not the Land [unlike most of the 
agricultural laws that are dependent 
upon being in Eretz Yisrael]. Why 

then does the verse connect these 
mitzvot to our ability to possess the 
Land? He explains: Hashem created 
the entire world and gave each land 
to a nation, and he appointed an 
angel to serve as an “officer” over 
each land. Eretz Yisrael, however, is 
Hashem’s special land in which He 
takes a direct interest; there is no 
“officer” overseeing the affairs of 
Eretz Yisrael. This is the meaning of 
the verse (Shmot 19:5), “You shall be 
to Me the most beloved treasure of 
all peoples, for the entire Land is 
Mine.” [But what makes the Jewish 
People special and fit to inhabit 
Hashem’s special land?] He has 
sanctified the people that reside in 
His land with the sanctity of moral 
relationships and with other mitzvot 
that set us apart. Therefore it says 
(Vayikra 20:22), “You shall observe 
all of My decrees and all of My 
ordinances and perform them; then 
the Land to which I bring you to dwell 
will not disgorge you.” Furthermore it 
says (20:24), “So I said to you, ‘You 
shall inherit their land, and I will give 
it to you to inherit it, a land flowing 
with milk and honey,’ I am Hashem, 
your Elokim, Who has separated you 
from the peoples.” As these verses 
indicate, Eretz Yisrael cannot tolerate 
idolatry or adultery. (Peirush 
Ha’Ramban Al Ha’Torah)
R' Menachem Mendel z"l of Shklov
R' Menachem Mendel ben R' Baruch 
Bendet was one of the leading 
students of the Vilna Gaon and the 
publisher of many of the Gaon's 
works. R' M.M. was born in 
approximately 5510 / 1750 and he 
died on Rosh Chodesh Adar 5587 / 
1827. He wrote of himself in the 
introduction to his work Sha'ar 
Ha'tzimtzum: I am an ignoramus 
among men; what is man that You 
should acknowledge him? However, 
Elokim saw my lowliness and my 
suffering, and He brought me to the 
house of "Admor" / our master, our 
teacher and our rabbi, the Gaon / 
genius and Chassid / pious one, the 
rabbi of all the sons of the diaspora, 
in Vilna. Hashem gave me favor in 
his eyes and I served him with all my 
strength. For all of the two years 
minus one third that I was with him, I 
did not move from him, I held him 
and did not let go, and I did not leave 
his tent day or night. Where he went, 
I went; where he slept, I slept; and 
my hand did not leave his at all. He 

opened for me the door to wisdom 
[apparently referring to Kabbalah], 
and he told me several things which 
serve as valuable doorways; also 
what he said to others, I heard and 
understood . . . His merit and the 
merit of my righteous ancestors 
stood by me to bring me to the Holy 
Land to make my home in the holy 
city of Tzefat, may she be built and 
established speedily in our days, and 
there, with G-d's help, I established 
study halls full of books for Torah 
study and prayer. However, this was 
a small matter in His eyes, and He 
brought me to Yerushalayim, the city 
of our holy Elokim, and there, too, the 
Holy One Blessed Is He and those 
who fear Him aided me, and with 
G-d's help, I established a study hall 
and a shul for Torah study and 
prayer.R' M.M. continues, explaining 
that he has the opportunity to rebuild 
one of the old Ashkenazi shuls of 
Yerushalayim and that he is 
publishing a sefer to raise money for 
that effort. In the above excerpt from 
R' M.M.'s writings, he alludes to his 
settling in Eretz Yisrael in 1807 at the 
head of a sizeable contingent of the 
Vilna Gaon's students and their 
families. A non-Jewish traveler who 
visited Eretz Yisrael in 1824 refers to 
R' M.M. as the Chief Rabbi of the 
Ashkenazic Jews and writes, "We 
must praise his great love for G-d, 
even though he does not share our 
beliefs." This traveler also describes 
how, during his stay, Arabs jailed and 
tortured R' M.M. and other Jews until 
the Jewish community paid a ransom 
of 4-1/2 bags of silver. (Gedolei 
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