
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

בהעלותךפרשת   – “Rise above!” 

 

 בס''ד

 לר''ש 

 יעקב בן שרה לאה

ַמַ֨ע שְׁ ֶׁ֜ה ַויִּ ת־ָהעָ  ֹמש  ה֙ םא  ֹחָתָ֔יו ֹבכ  פְׁ שְׁ מִּ ִ֖יש לְׁ ֶַ֣תח אִּ פ  ַחר־ַאַ֤ף ָאֳהל֑וֹ  לְׁ ֹאָ֔דה'  ַויִִּּֽ  מְׁ
ֵעיֵנֵ֥י ִ֖ה ּובְׁ ע ֹמש  )יא' י'(: ָרִּֽ  

Moshe heard the people crying about their families, each man by the entrance 
of his tent and Hashem became angry and in the eyes of Moshe it was bad 

 
Rashi explains that the Yidden were crying because of the Parsha of עריות; because of the 

relationships that are forbidden by the Torah.  

How could it be that this generation of Klal Yisroel would be upset with an “inconvenient” 
Issur of the Torah? These Yidden were so great and on such a high level that they were the 
ones who actually received the Torah! Surely they wouldn’t cry about a Parsha in the 
Torah?! 

Harav Elya Lopian explains that before the Torah was given, there were Yidden who were 
married to people who were going to be forbidden to them according to the Torah. And so 
after Klal Yisroel received the Torah, they had to end those relationships as it had now 
become forbidden. We all know how hard it can be when loved ones have to separate and 
especially when a family has to completely split up. 

When Klal Yisroel cried over this Parsha, they weren’t crying because they were upset with 
these “inconvenient” laws of the Torah which were hard for them Chas Vesholom. They 
were crying from their natural pain and grief as they went about breaking up their 
marriages and their families. 

If so, one may ask, why was it wrong of them to be upset? Why does the Possuk describe 
that Hashem became angry with them and that Moshe also thought it was bad?  

Precisely because they were of the great Dor Hamidbor, more was expected of them. Yidden 
who had previously experienced the exalted scene of Kabolas Hatorah and had seen the 
Shechina itself, should have been able to rise above their natural feelings and chosen to do 
the will of Hashem with great joy and Simcha, even though it’s hard for them. 

It was for this reason that Hashem and Moshe were upset. Klal Yisroel should have been 
able to connect to the greater good in what was being asked of them and not simply fall to 
pieces because it was painful. 

Many a story has been told throughout the rich history of Klal Yisroel of great individuals 
who were able to rise above their natural pain and choose instead to be happy to do the will 
of Hashem despite their pain. 

In the book The Warsaw Ghetto Diaries by Hillel Seidman, he writes how when he lived in 
the Ghetto, he worked at the Shultz factory. The manager R’ Avraham Hendel had 
succeeded in employing lots of Yidden to “work” at his factory and thereby save them, at 
least temporarily, from the hands of the Germans Yemach Shemam. Prominent Chassidim, 
Rebbes, Rabbonim and Talmidei Chachomim were among those workers. On one work 
bench sat the Kozheglover Rav Yehuda Aryeh Frumer who had succeeded Harav Meir 
Shapiro as Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivas Chachmei Lublin.  

As he worked, Harav Frumer’s lips moved constantly, as he learnt Torah by heart. And every 
so often he would throw a question to his neighbour, the Piaseczna Rebbe Rav Klonimus 
Shapira and they would begin a whispered dialogue quoting Chazal and Poskim.  

In the words of the author, “The spirits of the Rishonim and Achronim rise above this 
workbench … who worries about the German overseers or the SS? Rapidly they forget the 
continual hunger, the ongoing persecution and oppression… While some succumb to their 
maltreatment, these Gedolim rise to new spiritual heights.” 

This is our Koach as Yidden. We are able to rise above pain and disappointment and instead, 
be happy that we are able to serve Hashem. If we manage this, albeit on our level, we will 
certainly make Hashem proud. 

 


