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The story of the splitting of the sea is known to us as “Krias Yam Suf”; indeed, on Seder 

night we say, in Dayenu:  ָלנּו ֶאת ַהָים ְולֹא ֶהֱעִביָרנּו ְבתֹוכֹו ֶבָחָרָבה ָקַרעִאּלּו . The Torah, however, 

describes the splitting of the sea with the words: ַוִיָבְקעּו ַהָמִים, using the term bekiah rather 

than kriah.  

 

The Yalkut states that the reason the Torah uses this term is that the Yidden merited Krias 

Yam Suf because of Avraham Avinu, about whom it says:  ַוְיַבַקע ֲעֵצי ֹעָלה, he chopped wood 

for the akeidah.  

 

What prompted the Midrash to draw this parallel? 

 

The poskim, in hilchos Shabbos, deliberate whether tearing open an envelope on Shabbos 

is a violation of the issur of koreia, tearing, on Shabbos. Without getting into the practical 

halachah, the Shulchan Aruch Harav says that the melachah of koreia applies only when 

two items are stitched together and you tear them apart. In other words, these are two 

separate entities that are easy to separate, and by tearing them apart you cause them to 

revert to being two unconnected items. According to this opinion, tearing a piece of paper 

or an envelope would not be koreia. 

 

The sefer Ramasayim Tzofim on the Tanna Dvei Eliyahu, citing the Chiddushei Harim, 

explains the words ַוִיָבְקעּו ַהָמִים in light of the view of the Shulchan Aruch Harav. At the 

time of Creation, Hashem made a condition with the sea that it would split for the Yidden 

when the time came, as alluded to in the words: ַוָיָשב ַהָים ִלְפנֹות ֹבֶקר ְלֵאיָתנֹו – the sea returned 

to the original tnai that Hakadosh Baruch Hu made with it. Since this condition was already 

in place, says the Chiddushei Harim, there was no difficulty involved in splitting the Yam 



Suf, and it lent itself easily to splitting. Accordingly, the term “Krias Yam Suf” is quite 

apt, because the Yam Suf was split not the way a paper is torn in half, but the way we tear 

apart two pieces of fabric – which, the Shulchan Aruch Harav says, is the true definition 

of koreia. 

 

In light of this, the Midrash had difficulty understanding why the Torah uses the lashon of 

 :Bekiah is an expression that is understandable with regard to chopping wood .ַוִיָבְקעּו ַהָמִים

the wood is created as one big log, and you chop it up. But how does that expression apply 

to the splitting of the Yam Suf? Indeed, the Targum uses different words to explain ָבְקעּו  ַויִּ

םַהָמיִ   and ֲעֵצי ֹעָלה ַוְיַבַקע .  

 

Owing to the seeming unsuitability of the word ַוִיָבְקעּו with regard to splitting the sea, the 

Midrash explains that the reason the Torah uses this word is to allude to zechus of Avraham 

Avinu’s chopping wood for the akeidah.  

 

What is the connection between Krias Yam Suf and Avraham Avinu’s actions? The 

Midrash is teaching us that when a person uses an opportunity for avodas Hashem, 

Hakadosh Baruch Hu will help him to find further opportunities to continue doing so. A 

person who utilizes the abilities and talents and circumstances that Hakadosh Baruch Hu 

gives him can hope and daven that Hakadosh Baruch Hu will continue to give him these 

abilities and circumstances.  

 

If Hashem gives a person money, and he uses it for the right things, Hashem will give him 

more money, as Chazal say: עשר בשביל שתתעשר. Similarly, the Beis Yosef brings down in 

hilchos Shabbos (siman 242) the Gemara (Shabbos 118a):  כל המענג את השבת נותנין לו נחלה

 someone who uses his money to honor Shabbos is rewarded with an inheritance – בלי מצרים

that has no limits. The Beis Yosef cites the Mahar”i Abuhav who explains that this Gemara 

isn’t referring just to the schar that a person receives. The Gemara is telling us that if we 

honor Shabbos with the resources Hakadosh Baruch Hu gives us, then we can hope and 

daven that He will give us a nachalah bli metzarim to enable us to do the mitzvah again, 

and do it even better.  

 

Opportunity Fulfilled Begets More Opportunity 

This principle is expressed in many places. The Chovos Halevavos (Shaar Avodas Hashem 

3) says that if Hakadosh Baruch Hu gives you something and you appreciate it and thank 

Him for it, then He’ll give you more, to offer you further opportunities to do the same thing. 

Conversely, if Hashem gives you an opportunity and you don’t use it, then He will 

withdraw the opportunity and won’t grant it to you again. 

 

An example of this is the famous story of Navos. The wicked King Achav set his heart on 

the vineyard belonging to his neighbor Navos, and his wife Izevel told him that she’d 

arrange it for him. She employed witnesses to deliver false testimony that Navos cursed 

Hashem, and the beis din accepted this testimony and killed Navos, enabling Achav to take 

possession of Navos’s vineyard.  

 



The story continues that the navi came and admonished Achav:  ֲָהָרַצְחָת ְוַגם ָיָרְשת – do you 

think you can kill Navos and then also take his vineyard?  

 

What the navi doesn’t explain is why Navos met such a terrible fate. What did he do to 

deserve to be killed by the beis din as if he were a low person who cursed Hashem?  

 

The Midrash relates that Navos was blessed with a beautiful voice, and every year when 

he was oleh regel, he would use this talent for avodas Hashem. One year, he decided not 

to go; he wasn’t interested in inspiring the Yidden in their tefillah. For that, he was killed. 

He didn’t use his vocal chords for the right thing, so Hakadosh Baruch Hu paid him back 

by having two witnesses come and utilize their gift of speech against him.  

 

The meforshim explain that Hakadosh Baruch Hu granted Navos a talent, and each year 

that he used it for avodas Hashem, Hakadosh Baruch Hu granted it further and enabled him 

to use it again the next year. But when the year came that he couldn’t be bothered to use 

the gift he had been given, Hakadosh Baruch Hu took it away from him, and he was killed.  

 

We shouldn’t, chas v’shalom, put ourselves in a situation where Hakadosh Baruch Hu 

withdraws the talent and opportunities He previously granted us, as happened to Navos.  

 

 

Finding Your Calling 

Rav Moshe Feinstein expresses a similar idea in his sefer Darash Moshe. When Betzalel 

was entrusted with the responsibility of building and overseeing the construction of the 

Mishkan and its contents, Hashem introduced him to Moshe with the words: ְרֵאה ָקָראִתי ְבֵשם

  .See, I have called the name of Betzalel ben Uri ben Chur – ְבַצְלֵאל ֶבן אּוִרי ֶבן חּור

 

When did Hashem call on Betzalel? We find no earlier mention of Hakadosh Baruch Hu 

speaking directly to Betzalel or speaking to Moshe Rabbeinu about Betzalel. How, then, 

can he be introduced as someone whom Hashem has already called?  

 

Rav Moshe explains that Betzalel was naturally a master craftsman and was endowed with 

unique talents in this regard. If a person sees that he has a specific ability, he should realize 

that Hakadosh Baruch Hu gave it to him because He wants him to use it for avodas Hashem. 

When Betzalel developed his abilities as a craftsman, he recognized that these were God-

given talents that were meant to be used for Hakadosh Baruch Hu.  

 

He didn’t know where and how he was going to do this, but he did know that Hakadosh 

Baruch Hu had a job for him to do. This is what Hashem was expressing to Moshe 

Rabbeinu when He said, “See, I have called the name of Betzalel.” Betzalel had already 

been given his calling – now, Hashem was going to explain the specifics of what exactly 

He wanted him to do. 

 

Perhaps we can extract a similar lesson from the story of Krias Yam Suf and Avraham 

Avinu’s chopping wood for the akeidah. Avraham displayed mesirus nefesh on behalf of 

the Ribbono Shel Olam, and the Ribbono Shel Olam paid him back when Klal Yisrael 



needed to be saved, in order to enable them to continue doing avodas Hashem. Hakadosh 

Baruch Hu helped them in a miraculous way by splitting the Yam Suf, and the Torah uses 

the lashon of ַוִיָבְקעּו ַהָמִים to tell us that Hakadosh Baruch Hu gave us this opportunity 

because Avraham Avinu did his part in using his abilities for the sake of the Ribbono Shel 

Olam. Hakadosh Baruch Hu paid us back for the mesirus nefesh of Avraham Avinu, just 

as He pays back for the mesirus nefesh of someone who gives tzedakah or honors Shabbos.  

 

In the zechus of Avraham Avinu and in the zechus of Krias Yam Suf, may we use our God-

given talents, abilities, and opportunities, and may Hakadosh Baruch Hu then grant us 

further opportunities in avodas Hashem.  

 


