
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

הפטרה() שובה ישראל עד ה' אלקיך... קחו עמכם דברים ושובו אל ה'  
Return, O Israel, to Hashem, your G-d…  

Take words with you and return to Hashem (Haftarah) 
Why does the Posuk state the words, "שובה ישראל", and then repeat the 

words, "'ושובו אל ה"? The Chofetz Chaim explains that many people come to Shul, 
ask for forgiveness from Hashem, and promise that from this day forward they will 
be good. However, as soon as they close their Machzor and go to their homes, they 
leave all their prayers and promises behind them. Therefore, “Return, O Israel” – if 
Israel truly wants to repent, “Take words with you” – it is on them to take the words 
that they said in Shul with them, and through this they will truly merit to reach the 
level of “and return to Hashem”. (Umatok HaOhr) 
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  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 9:08   Gra: 9:44 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:46 

Chatzos: 12:50       Sh'kiah: 7:03 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 7:45 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 8:16  

                                                 (some say 8:26) 
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 כ"ה אלול
25 Elul 

Moshe forewarns us that even 

after we have strayed, we can choose 

to repent and return to Hashem (30:1). 

Ohr HaChaim explains that 

repentance is not limited to those who 

are generally good and make small 

mistakes. It is available even to those 

who have spent much of their efforts 

sinning, as is evidenced in Moshe’s 

referencing the curses. No matter how 

far we may have strayed, Hashem 

awaits us with open arms. 

 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
One day in the month of Elul, Rebbe Eliyahu Meir Bloch, the 

Rosh Yeshivah of the Telz Yeshivah, entered the old Bais 

HaMidrash to give a Shiur and shouted in a quivering voice, 

“Elul! The walls are trembling!” Just at that anxious moment, 

the largest beam in the room collapsed, but miraculously none of 

the boys sitting there were harmed. It turned out that the beam 

had absorbed water from the steam on the floor above it, which 

loosened the plaster holding the beam in place. One of the boys 

described in amazement that despite the beam crashing down, 

not one of the boys stood up or moved from his place. They all 

waited for the dust to settle and the Rosh HaYeshivah continued 

his Mussar Shiur as if nothing had happened! (Shabbos Tish) 

 

 B’Kitzur… 
Reish Lakish said (Chagigah 12b): 

“Whoever studies Torah at night will 

have a thread of grace extended over 

him during the day, as it says (Tehilim 

42:9): ‘During the day, Hashem will 

command His grace, and at night, His 

song is with me’. Why does Hashem 
command His grace during the day, 

because at night, His song— the Torah, 

is with me.” Others quote Reish Lakish 

as saying: “Whoever studies Torah in 

this world, which can be compared to 

night, Hashem extends over them a 

thread of grace in the World to Come, 

which is compared to the day.”  

(Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 71:1) 

 

                 The Siddur  
                                                     Speaks 

We thank Hashem in Birchos HaShachar for  

not making us a goy or an Eved, a gentile or a slave. 

Rav Shimon Schwab, zt”l, writes that it is a mistake  

for one to view these Brachos as a sign of arrogance or  

superiority, because in fact, they have a deeper meaning. There have been great ‘goyim’ like 

Mesushelach, Noach, Shem and Ever, Yisro, and Iyov. There have also been distinguished Avadim, 

servants, such as Eliezer, the servant of Avraham, and Tavi, the servant of Rabban Gamliel. The 

theme of these Brachos is not to express superiority, but rather to express profound gratitude at being 

granted the opportunity to perform more Mitzvos! The goy has only seven Mitzvos. A servant has 

Mitzvos like a woman does, and is not obligated to perform those Mitzvos which are Z’man Grama, 

bound by time. If a servant would perform the Mitzvos that they are not obliged to perform, their 

reward would be less than that of a person who is commanded to perform them. We can learn from 

this that the reward for doing Mitzvos corresponds to the temptation one has to violate that Mitzvah. 

One who does not have to fight with the Yetzer Hara regarding Mitzvos, will not have as great a 

reward for performing that Mitzvah. Since Hashem has given us the opportunity to do Mitzvos, as well 

as the opportunity to battle and overcome the Yetzer Hara to do them, we can earn tremendous S’char 

for each Mitzvah, and it is precisely for this that we express our gratitude to Hashem each morning! 
 

 לרפואה שלימה:

רפאל חיים שאר ישוב בן  

 באבא חיה רבקה

 ר' אהרן יהודה לייב בן

גיטל פייגא   

בתוך שאר חולי ישראל   

 



  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh 
25. Love Hashem with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 

possessions. Whenever you say these words in Shema, be determined to sacrifice 

yourself and your possessions for the holiness of Hashem. In this way you will fulfill 

the words in Tehilim (44:23), “For Your sake, Hashem, we are killed all day long”. 
 

The Peleh Yoeitz writes about love for Hashem that there is no quality or virtue 

better than it, because all service to Hashem, and in fact all of Judaism, is derived 

from it. Loving Hashem is one of the constant Mitzvos, one which can only be fulfilled 

through thought and contemplation, and it results in one’s awareness of how much 

Hashem has given to him, and how much one owes Hashem for it. The Peleh Yoeitz 

explains that love of Hashem has two different forms. The first, which is the most 

natural, is that one loves Hashem because He does so much for us, and one naturally 

loves someone who benefits him. We derive great benefits from Hashem, beginning 

with life itself. Every drop of good that one enjoys, even that which he does not 

realize yet as good, it all comes from Hashem, and this is reason enough to love Him. 

The second form is when one realizes the greatness of Hashem, His perfection, and 

His awesomeness. The more one learns Torah and the deeper one learns, his 

awareness of Hashem becomes more developed, and he has greater love for Him.  

Rav Moshe Pardo, zt”l, was born in Turkey in 1910. At first he became a 

businessman, but he spent hours learning in the Bais Medrash each day, and he was 

very involved in giving Tzedakah and doing Chesed. At the age of forty, Rav Moshe 

Pardo decided to devote his life to establishing Yeshivos, so that the chain of Torah 

would continue through the generations, and that was his endeavor for the next forty-

six years of his life. The Steipler Gaon, zt”l, once said about Rav Moshe Pardo, “It is 

important and well worth trying to see Rav Moshe Pardo in this world, because in 

Olam HaBa, who knows if we will merit to even glance at him with the high Spiritual 

level he has attained?” Whenever an obstacle stood in his way, he pushed forward. He 

would ask himself, ‘Is what I am trying to do for the honor of Hashem? If yes, then I 

must continue on!” When asked how he was able to accomplish so much, he would 

respond, “Whatever I have achieved was purely out of my endless love for Hashem!” 

This is how Rav Moshe Pardo lived and died. His final days were spent in the 

hospital. Shortly before his final moment, he asked his close friend to tell him Divrei 

Torah on the Parshah, because he always sought comfort in the words of Torah. After 

he recited Viduy, he asked this friend how he should spend his last few minutes here 

on earth. His friend replied, “Think about the Mitzvah of loving Hashem.” When he 

heard these words, Rav Moshe Pardo whispered with intensity, “I love Him so much!” 

And with these words, he passed away. 
 

 L’Maaseh      
)ל:יד( וב אליך הדבר מאד בפיך ובלבבך לעשותוץכי קר  

The matter is very near to you, in your mouth, and in 

your heart, to perform it. (30:14) 
A man once had a strong urge to see Eliyahu HaNavi, 

and he went to his Rav to discuss this with him. The Rav 

said, “Next week will be Rosh Hashanah. Travel to a 

certain city and stay by a certain widow, and there you 

will see Eliyahu HaNavi. However, make sure you bring 

along a lot of provisions, since this woman is very poor 

and she is not able to put up guests.” The man was very 

pleased. He loaded a wagon with food and drink and went 

on his way with his wife to that city. When he arrived, he 

asked the townsfolk for directions to the house of that 

certain widow. They told him that there were two widows 

with the same name in that city, one lived alone and the 

other one had four children. The man thought to himself, 

certainly, the Rav meant the widow with four orphans 

since he told me to bring a lot of provisions. The man went 

to the house of the widow and asked to stay with her for 

Rosh Hashanah. “How can I host you?!” replied the 

widow nervously, “I am having difficulty feeding my 

children, how can I feed you?” the man replied, “Do not 

worry. I have brought enough food for all of us.” She said, 

“And where will you sleep? I do not have a bed for you.” 

He answered, “Don’t worry. My wife and I will sleep on 

mattresses on the floor.” The widow agreed and for the 

first time in their lives the children celebrated the holiday 

with much splendor and the joy was immense. This is how 

they spent Rosh Hashanah. After Yom Tov, the man went 

home, went back to his Rav, and said, “I did as you 

instructed, now how can I be able to see Eliyahu HaNavi?” 

The Rav was amazed and said, “What?! The entire time 

you were there you did not see Eliyahu HaNavi? If this is 

so, Yom Kippur is approaching. Pack your things and go 

back to her, then on Yom Kippur you will certainly merit 

to see Eliyahu HaNavi!” So once again, the man loaded 

his wagon with much food and drink and went to the 

house of the widow. When he arrived at the house, he 

overheard the four orphans asking their mother, “How will 

we be able to fast on Yom Kippur? We are hungry, and it 

has already been a week since we ate.” Their mother 

replied, “My dear children, On Rosh Hashanah, HaKadosh 

Baruch Hu sent us Eliyahu HaNavi, and he brought much 

food with him. Perhaps for Yom Kippur as well we will be 

worthy and Eliyahu HaNavi will come back and bring us 

food for the Seudah Ha’mafsekes.” Just at that moment the 

man opened the door and went in. He then understood an 

amazing thing, you do not have to go far to look for 

Eliyahu HaNavi. The secret is that Eliyahu HaNavi is 

hidden within every person and can be seen with how one 

interacts with his fellow man. The Posuk mentions three 

things, mouth, heart, and deed. Eliyahu HaNavi can be a 

part of us in all of these ways. By saying the right thing at 

the right time, one can make someone feel better. By 

thinking of another at the right time, he can be considerate 

of another. By doing something for others he can help 

another person. This is how the Torah and Eliyahu 

HaNavi can be a part of us in speech, thought, and deed!       

  (B’Nifleosecha Asicha) 
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 בס"ד

 Working on our Middos 
The Torah instructs us to walk in the ways of Hashem (Devarim 11:22). What are 

Hashem’s ways? Rav Reuven Grozovsky, zt”l, explains that Hashem’s ways, are the 

constant performance of only good. That is, unrestricted, free acts of Chesed without 

ever a thought of being paid back, to every creature. Hashem is unstoppable Chesed. 

Just like Hashem’s nature is to constantly perform Chesed to everyone, we should try 

to emulate Hashem, and act in a similar way. Our kindness to others should be natural 

and without hesitation. Rav Yerucham Levovitz, zt”l, was once traveling by train. As 

the door was about to close, prior to the train pulling out of the station, he accidentally 

dropped his glove. As he saw it fall down to the ground, he realized that he would 

have no chance of getting it back since the door of the train car was closing. Rav 

Yerucham, without any hesitation, immediately took his other glove and threw it out 

the door as well, just before it closed shut. The train then picked up speed and departed 

from the station. His student observed what took place and was bothered by what his 

Rebbe had done. He asked his Rebbe why he threw away a good glove, just because 

the other was lost? Rav Yerucham’s reply displayed the real meaning of doing Chesed 

instinctively. He said, “I thought to myself that it is impossible to get back the glove 

that fell and I have no use for a single glove. I might as well throw the second glove 

next to the first one so that when someone finds them, he will have a pair of gloves to 

wear!” The student realized that his Rebbe did not take time to think this out. It was an 

immediate, split-second reaction to the situation, and it showed that Rav Yerucham’s 

instinct was to act with Chesed to others whenever the opportunity came about! 

 


