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The Merit of Avraham 
Adapted from a Chumash Rashi shiur given by the Tolner Rebbe shlita, Chukas 5762 

  לע"נ האשה החשובה מרת חוה חיה שרה ע"ה בת הרב נטע אריה ז"ל ת.נ.צ.ב.ה.  
In parshas Chukas the Torah tells us about the battles that Klal Yisrael fought against Og Melech 

Habashan and Sichon Melech Haemori. The psukim say, ( לד-במדבר כא, לג ) “  ויצא הבשן דרך ויעלו ויפנו

 אתו נתתי בידך כי אתו תירא אל משה אל 'ה ויאמר .אדרעי למלחמה עמו וכל הוא לקראתם הבשן מלך עוג

בחשבון יושב אשר יהאמר מלך לסיחן עשית כאשר לו ועשית ארצו ואת עמו כל ואת , And they [Klal Yisrael] 

turned and ascended the Bashan and Og the King of Bashan went out to meet them, him and all 

of his people, to battle in Edrei. And Hashem said to Moshe, do not fear him, for I have given him 

into your hand, and his entire people, and his land, and you will do to him as you did to Sichon 

the King of the Emori who dwelled in Cheshbon.” 

Rashi comments, based on the Gemarah (.נדה סא), “  שמא להלחם ירא משה שהיה - אותו תירא אל

 כדרלעומר שהכו הרפאים מן שפלט עוג הוא הפליט ויבא (, יגיד בראשית) שנאמר אברהם של זכותו לו תעמוד

הרפאים מיתר נשאר הבשן מלך עוג רק כי (, יאג דברים)' שנא קרנים בעשתרות וחביריו , Do not fear him – 

[Hashem said this to Moshe] because Moshe was afraid to battle [against him] lest the merit of 

Avraham would assist him [Og’s], as it says, and the survivor came, this refers to Og who survived 

from the Refaim that were smitten by Kdarlaomer and his allies in [the battle of] Ashteros 

Karnayim, as it says, for only Og king of the Bashan was left from the remaining Refaim.” The 

Mefarshim explain that Moshe was afraid that Og would perhaps receive Divine protection in the 

merit of the fact that he had come to tell Avraham that Lot had been captured.  

Devious Intentions 
There are several questions that arise from this. Foremost the Chizkuni and the Kli Yakar both ask, 

why was Og’s act considered meritorious when we consider the fact that Rashi tells us in parshas 

Lech Lecha ( יגיד, בראשית  ) “ שרה את וישא אברם שיהרג מתכויןו , And he [Og] intended that Avraham 

should be killed in battle [when attempting to rescue Lot] and then he would marry Sarah.” As 

this was his intentions, why would his actions merit any reward at all, let alone to the extent that 

Moshe would be concerned about it?Q1   

The Chizkuni answers that we can learn from here how powerful positive actions are, even when 

they are performed with ulterior motives. The Kli Yakar says that we can see from the fact that 

Og was ultimately killed that in reality his action was not considered a merit, yet Moshe was not 

aware of Og’s devious intentions when he prepared to confront him and he was therefore afraid.A1 

The Merits of Moshe Rabeinu and Klal Yisrael 
Despite the important lesson derived by the Chizkuni about the value of all positive actions, it is 

nevertheless still difficult to understand how Og’s merit could be greater than the collective merits 

of Moshe Rabeinu and all of Klal Yisrael, against whom he was coming to fight?Q2   

The Merit of Og 
Additionally, why did Rashi refer to this ‘merit’ as being, “ אברהם של זכותו , the merit of Avraham,” 

as one would have expected that it be referred to as the merit of the fact that Og helped Avraham 

save Lot?Q3 
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The Answer that ‘That Tzadik’ Received 
The Gemarah (.נדה סא) tells us that Og and Sichon were brothers and asks why Moshe was afraid 

of Og but not of Sichon. The Gemarah answers, “ ו של אותו צדיק אמר רבי שמעון בר יוחאי מתשובת

היה בלבו, אמר שמא תעמוד לו זכות של אברהם אבינואתה יודע מה  , from the answer that that Tzadik 

received we can discern what was his heart’s concern, he was concerned that the merit of 

Avraham Avinu would assist him.” This Gemarah also raises several questions. Firstly, where in 

Hashem’s answer to Moshe does one find any hint that he was afraid of Og due to his connection 

to Avraham Avinu?Q4  

Secondly, why does the Gemarah refer to Moshe Rabeinu by using the term ‘אותו צדיק, that 

Tzadik’, instead of simply calling him Moshe Rabeinu?Q5  

Avraham Circumcised Og 
There is an explanation offered by the Zohar Hakadosh (.ח"ג קפד), which sheds new light on the 

parshah. The Zohar says that there are two places in the Torah where the word ‘אותו, him,’ is 

written in its full form, with two ‘vav’s, and in every other instance it is spelled ‘ תֹוא   ’. The first 

place is in our possuk, when Hashem tells Moshe, “ אותואל תירא  , do not fear him,” and the second 

place is regarding the Mitzvah of השבת אבידה - returning lost objects, where the possuk says, 

“ (דברים כב, ב) אותו אחיך דרוש עד , until your brother searches for it.” The Zohar explains that the 

reason why the word is written in full is in order to hint to the fact that a lost object can only be 

returned to its rightful owner if he provides an ‘אות, sign’ that it is his.  

So too in our parshah, explains the Zohar, the word ‘אותו’ was written in full in order to hint to 

the word ‘אות, sign,’ which refers to the mitzvah of Bris Milah. This is because Og Melech 

Habashan, after his escape from the battle field, had remained with Avraham Avinu and became 

a member of his household, as a result of which Avraham performed a Bris Milah for Og as well, 

thus imprinting him with an ‘אות’ of holiness. The Zohar goes on to tell us that when Og saw Klal 

Yisrael approaching he was not afraid of them because he was confident that he would defeat 

them in the merit of his Bris Milah, which had been performed by Avraham long before the 

members of Klal Yisrael had been circumcised. Moshe Rabeinu was also concerned, and he was 

not sure that he would be able to kill Og as by doing so he would destroy the אות that Avraham 

Avinu had made. Hashem therefore assured him that he need not be afraid, as Og had not guarded 

the sanctity of his Bris and it would therefore not offer him any protection, as the Zohar writes, 

“ מעלמא לאתעקרא אתחזי, את להאי דפגים ומאן, דיליה רשימא פגים הוא דהא , for he has defiled his 

Bris Milah [by sinning] and one who defiles the אות of the Bris Milah deserves to be uprooted from 

the world.” 

Although this statement of the Zohar does not seem to have any connection with the statement 

quoted above from the Gemarah, that Moshe was worried about Og having a merit of Avraham 

Avinu, since this statement in the Gemarah was said by Rabi Shimon Bar Yochai who was also the 

author of the Zohar, we will attempt to find a link between these statements. 

That Tzadik 
There are several other instances (.ברכות ט., ב"מ פו:, סנהדרין צו) where Chazal use the term ‘אותו צדיק, 

that Tzadik’, each time in reference to Avraham Avinu. The Bnei Yissaschar in his sefer Magid 

Taalumah writes in the name of the Mekubalim, as does the Chidah in his sefer Midbar K’demos, 
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that the reason why Avraham is referred to as ‘אותו צדיק’ is because he was the first person to 

have a Bris Milah, which is referred to in the possuk (בראשית יז, ט) as an “ ברית ביני וביניכם אות , a 

sign of the covenant between Me and You,” and this fits in very well with the above mentioned 

Zohar that says that the word ‘אותו’ is a remez to the ‘אות’ of Bris Milah. 

 אל תירא אותו
With this we can explain that the Gemarah understood that Moshe was afraid of Og Melech 

Habashan because of the fact that he had been circumcised by Avraham Avinu, just as the Zohar 

explained, and that this is the meaning of the Gemarah’s assertion that Moshe’s fear was clear 

from Hashem’s response, as Hashem told Moshe, “ אותואל תירא  , do not fear him.” The fact that 

Hashem told Moshe not to fear him, singling out Og specifically, as opposed to the rest of his 

nation, even though the Midrash (ילקוט שמעוני תתא) tells us that they were also very mighty, is 

because there was something unique about Og that set him aside from the rest of his nation, 

namely the fact that he was circumcised. This is also hinted to by the fact that the possuk did not 

refer to Og by name, but rather with the word ‘אותו’ which we now know is a remez to Bris Milah.A4  

The Merit of his Bris Milah 
This also explains why Rashi says that Moshe was concerned about Og prevailing in the merit of 

Avraham. It was not the fact that Og had helped rescue Lot per se, which worried Moshe, but 

rather the fact that in response to that action Avraham had taken Og into his household and 

circumcised him. No matter how devious the intentions of Og had been when he informed 

Avraham about Lot’s capture, he was nevertheless now imprinted with an אות of Bris Milah which 

had been performed at the hands of Avraham, and perhaps that would be sufficient to tip the 

scales in his favor.A3 

In line with this explanation, perhaps when the Gemarah stated  “ מתשובתו של אותו צדיק אתה

 from the answer that ‘that Tzadik’ received we can discern what he was afraid - יודע מה היה בלבו

of,” the term ‘that Tzadik’ is in fact not a reference to Moshe Rabeinu, but rather to Avraham 

Avinu and the Bris that he had given Og, meaning to say that from the answer that Hashem gave 

Moshe regarding the Bris that Avraham gave Og one can understand that Moshe was afraid of the 

spiritual power of his Bris.A5  

Such a Giant 
We can now go on to explain why Moshe was so afraid of Og, even though he was going to be 

battling him together with the rest of Klal Yisrael, whose merits would surely have outweighed 

those of Og. The Seforim Hakedoshim discuss the importance of honoring a Tzadik with being the 

Sandak at a bris because the involvement of the Tzadik in the Mitzvah infuses the act with added 

holiness. This concept is illustrated by a story that took place involving the Rebbe Reb Duvid’l of 

Tolna. A brigade of Russian soldiers once passed near the city of Tolna, and among the troops was 

a giant of a man who was a religious Jew. This man had been a Cantonist, one of the many 

unfortunate Jewish children who were forcefully inducted into the Czar’s army, and through 

tremendous Mesirus Nefesh, had managed to stay faithful to his religion. When this soldier paid 

a visit to Reb Duvid’l the Rebbe recognized him immediately, as he had been the Sandak at his 

Bris many years before. Upon seeing him and how large he had grown Reb Duvid’l exclaimed, to 

the confusion of those present. “I don’t know how my weak hands could hold such a big person!”    
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The Elder Chasidim explained that Reb Duvid’l had been referring to fact that the Sandak gives 

tremendous spiritual assistance to the baby who is being circumcised, to the extent that it is as if 

he never puts him down from the time that he holds him in his lap, continually helping him 

overcome the spiritual challenges that he is faced with, and protecting him from the temptation 

to sin. Reb Duvid’l was therefore astounded that he had succeeded in helping this man overcome 

the terrible nisyonos that he had faced during his years in the army.  

We can therefore understand that the fact that Avraham Avinu had personally circumcised Og 

would have given him tremendous spiritual power that could not be matched in this aspect by 

Klal Yisrael, who had not merited to have the direct involvement of one of the Avos Hakedoshim 

in their Bris Milos.A2  

Sanctifying Oneself 
This being said however, even though Og had the potential to derive such tremendous spiritual 

power from the merit of his Bris Milah, Hashem nevertheless told Moshe not to fear him, because 

all of the spiritual potency that a Tzadik infuses during the Bris Milah does not remain effective 

unless the person continues the Avodah of sanctifying himself that the Tzadik began for him. If a 

person allows himself to become tarnished by impure thoughts, speech, or actions, then the 

holiness vested in him becomes defiled, r”l, and it loses its potency.  

At the same time it must be pointed out that even though Og had his own interests in mind when 

he went to Avraham to tell him about Lot, nevertheless this action still qualified to come into the 

category of ‘ וה גוררת מצוהמצ , one good deed brings another,’ and through his contact with the 

Tzadik Hador, ‘אותו צדיק’ who brought the holiness of Bris Milah into the world, he was gifted with 

a tremendous spiritual gift. 

We must learn from here to appreciate the importance of even the smallest act of holiness and 

the potential that lies in even the most minimal connection that one can establish with a Tzadik. 

If we then manage to guard and protect the Kedushah that we have become infused with, it will 

enable us to truly reach great heights in our Avodas Hashem.  

Through protecting ourselves from sin and utilizing our spiritual potential, may we merit to fulfill 

the instruction of the possuk, (משלי ב, כ) “ רתשמ יםצדיק תוארחו יםטוב בדרך תלך ןמעל , to walk the 

path of the good and guard the ways of the righteous,” amen, KY”R. 
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