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The passuk in Parashat Emor says about the Yom Tob of Shabuot:
ּוקְרָאתֶם ּבְעֶצֶם ׀ הַּיֹום הַּזֶה מִקְרָא־קֹדֶׁש יִהְיֶה לָכֶם ּכָל־מְלֶאכֶת עֲבֹדָה לֹא תַעֲׂשּו  חֻּקַת עֹולָם 

ּבְכָל־מֹוׁשְבֹתֵיכֶם לְדֹרֹתֵיכֶם:
The Targum, Yonatan Ben Uziel explains: ּוקְרָאתֶם as ותערעון חיין וקיימין חי , declare
this holy day as a day of life forever. Our Rabbis explain that on Shabuot, receiving the
Torah gives us life in both worlds - this world and the next. Rab Yosef (in the Gemara
Pesahim 68b) says, “Prepare a special goat for me to eat for Shabuot. If it wasn’t for this
day, I would be like all the other Yosef's in the world.” (Now I am worthy of Olam Haba
because of the Torah). Rab Sheshat also would sing praises to Hashem every thirty days
after revising his learning, “My soul is overjoyed, my soul is overjoyed, my learning
quenched my soul.” If we remember that Rab Yosef and Rab Sheshat were blind, what
kind of enjoyment could they have had in this world? The greatest happiness for them
was learning Torah, that satiated their souls. Their rejoicing for the Torah was endless
since .כי הם חיינו ואורך ימינו
The Gemara in Nedarim (50-51) relates a story about Rabbi Yehuda Hanassi making the
wedding for his son. The wealth spent for this wedding was, in our denominations,
millions of dollars. Of course the Nassi had to spend this kind of money since everyone
was invited. Of course he also wanted to show the great blessing of Hashem to him,
where Torah and wealth are a blessing. Rebi learned day and night & his wealth did not
hinder him from complete growth and adherence to the complete Torah. There was only
one rabbi not invited to the wedding, Bar Kappara. The reason was that he was an
amusing Hacham and this caused Rebbi Yehuda Hanassi to laugh. He did not want to lose
sight of serving Hashem seriously. Of course Bar Kappara understood this, but to no avail
because he invited himself. But before the wedding, he came to the daughter of Rebi and
told her exactly what was going to occur on the wedding day - that Rebi would dance
around him. She was astonished at his prophecy. The wedding (Continued on page 2)
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Parashat Behukotai/פרשת בחקותי
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Shir HaShirim - ש”הש /  6:45

Candle Lighting -  8:03
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Shabbat Morning /
- קרבנות  8:00
- ה‘ מלך 8:15
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Shabbat Afternoon /
- שיעור הלכה  5:45

- מנחה 7:00
- שקיעה 8:22
- שיחה 8:50
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proceeded as planned and at the height of the dancing came Bar
Kappara moving swiftly up to where the Nassi sat. He threw out a

riddle and a Passuk at Rebi, “What does this word mean?”. Rebi gave some
interpretations but Bar Kappara rejected them. “Please explain it to me”, requested Rebi.
“I will only explain it if you have your wife bring me a cup of wine and you dance around
me”. And so it was, as the crowd now saw in amazement Rebi dancing around Bar
Kappara, but no Hatan involved! Finally, bar Kappara explains the word and the dance
ends. Again Bar Kappara throws another pasuk & Rebi now again is dancing around Bar
Kappara until he gets the explanation. Again for the third time this happens. The
daughter of Rebi was staring in shock as the prophecy of Bar Kappara came true. The
Gemara relates that Ben Elasha, an in law of Rebi left, the wedding since he could not see
the disgrace of the Nassi. Ben Elasha was one of the wealthiest Hachamim & as he left all
of the wealthy men left.

What is this story all about? Rabbi Shalom Shwadron zt”l explains beautifully: Bar
Kappara knew how valuable the words of Torah to Rebi & would do anything at all cost
to get a peshat in a Passuk, even if he would be disgraced. This was his Simhat Hayim,
learning Torat Hashem. Also, Bar Kappara wanted the world to know how valuable each
word of Torah. Of course not to embarrass the Nassi, but to give Kabod to Hakadosh
Baruch Hu & His Torah.

If Rebi went to such an extreme to learn a peshat in the Torah, how much more should
we be willing to forgo our time & worldly enjoyments in order to learn Torah.

Shabbat Shalom          HaRav Ezra Zafrani

(Continued from page 1)

Stories of Gedolim
Hashem gives each Jew unique talents and potential, but unfortunately many
times these lay dormant and are not used for the purpose they were given: to
serve Hashem. But many times Hashem arranges events so that a person can
become aware of his potential and messengers are sent to help reveal it.

Once Rav Aharon Kotler zt”l, was speaking to a group of young boys growing up
on a kibbutz in Eretz Yisroel. One day a boy raised his hand to ask the Rosh Yeshiva
a question. Impressed by the question posed, R’ Aharon responded “A boy that
asks such a question should be learning in a Yeshiva”. The young boy took the
Rosh Yeshiva’s kind, positive words to heart and decided to begin to learn Torah.
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THE NEED FOR SNAKES

The Creator created everything with
wisdom and perfect balance. Sometimes
man thinks that he can improve the system,
however he soon learns that he was greatly
mistaken.

It seemed like a good idea at the time. A worker at a Florida dog kennel noticed dozens
of snakes living in the rafters and crevices, and decided the reptiles had to go. Working
systematically, he killed until none were left.

However, within a short time he had a plague of rats.

“The rat population exploded,” a state biologist reported later. “It took two years,
hundreds of people-hours, and thousands of dollars to get control of the rats and repair
the structural damage.” This does not include the hundreds of pounds of dog food that
the rats ate and contaminated. The economic cost of removing the rats’ natural
predators was obvious.

Snakes are often hated and feared. Many are killed for no good reason. But there are
good reasons to keep the long sliders around. They can keep pests, such as rats and mice,

in check. And some species that are harmless to
people prey on poisonous snakes, reducing the
chance of a deadly encounter.

This is only one example of millions of instances
of perfect balance in the creation.

Rabbi Eliyahu Tobal

נפלאות הבורא
Hashems Amazing World

Stories of Gedolim cont… This  boy made beautiful progress and eventually
became the famed Mashgiach Rav Don Segal.

R’ Don Segal was known to daven with intense concentration, and his recital of
Hallel was a sight to behold. Upon reaching the verse “Hodu L’Hashem ki Tov Ki
Le’olam Chasdo” Praise Hashem for He is good forever is His kindness, Reb
Segal’s immense gratitude to his  Creator was clearly apparent for all to see. One
positive remark said to a little boy, the result: a life devoted to the service of
Hashem
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הליכות עולם
Weekly Halachot

Selecting from a Mixture (Week 1)
The melacha of Borer is one of the thirty-
nine melachot that is forbidden on
Shabbat. The fundamental concept of
borer is the act of separating a mixture. In
the preparation of baking bread, one
must first ensure that the flour is clean.
The general method is to sift the wheat
and flour from all impurities. Therefore,
any mixture that you separate is called
Borer.
Borer is the most common and relevant
melacha since it is pertinent in preparing
food and extends to even sorting out
cloths, books and toys. The conditions
that allow Borer are detailed, so it is
necessary for the God fearing Jew to
study and constantly review the laws of
borer.

Separating waste from a mixture of food
ברירת אוכל מתוך פסולת
The prohibition of Borer is the act of
separating unwanted waste from a
mixture of food. Therefore, one may not
remove waste from a mixture either with
ones hands or with a sifter, sieve, strainer
or filter. Removing only a small portion of
waste is also forbidden even if one
intends to eat the food immediately after
removing it.

Examples:
a. When preparing a serving plate of food
such as spare ribs or chicken, one may not
remove the bones from the meat on
Shabbat.

b. One may not remove an inedible piece
of lettuce or any other rotten food from a
salad on Shabbat. Even a slightly inedible
piece of lettuce that some people would
eat, if most people would not eat it in that
condition, then it is forbidden to remove
from a mixture.
c. A cluster of grapes that has some
rotting grapes that most people would
not eat, it is forbidden to discard the
rotting grapes from the cluster rather one
may remove the edible grapes to eat
without delay.
d. One may not remove rotten fruit that
was mixed with other fruit. However, a
fruit that part of it was rotting; one may
remove that part in order to eat it
immediately.
e. One may not use an olive pitter to
extract the pit of an olive on Shabbat.
Similarly, an apple corer may not be used
on Shabbat.
f. A saltshaker that has some rice kernels
mixed in to help prevent moisture may be
used on Shabbat. However, according to
some poskim, it is forbidden.
g. One may not remove a shell or any type
of waste from a bag of sunflower seeds.
h. One may not remove a piece of hair that
fell into ones food.
i. If an insect was found mixed into ones
food it is forbidden to remove it on
Shabbat. Yet if it was found floating on
top of a drink or bowl of soup, some
poskim allow one to remove the insect on
Shabbat.

-Rabbi Michael Levy


