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Did you Know? 
The Midrash relates that the nasi, the 
prince, of the Tribe of Yehuda had it 

easy as he was allowed to bring 
whatever offering he wanted.   

That left the next nasi, Nesanel ben 
Tzuar with a dilemma.  What should he 

bring as a korban?  If he brought a 
different offering, each succeeding nasi 

would feel compelled to bring a greater 
offering than the one before him, 
causing spiraling expenses, fighting, 

discord, and Lashon Hara. 

Nesanel therefore did a tremendous 

thing and decided to offer the exact 
same korban as Nachshon ben 

Aminadav.  His message was that 
everyone has equal footing in the eyes 

of HaKadosh Boruch Hu, and he set the 
tone for the offerings of the nesi’im.   

What was HaShem’s response to this? 

Normally, a korban yachid may not be 

offered on Shabbos.  However, because 
these korbanos now reflected a spirit of 
unity and community, they were infused 

with the essence of a korban tzibur and 
HaShem said, as it were, “To me, they 

are communal offerings” and they may 
be brought on Shabbos.  

We see the tremendous importance of 
communal peace and what HaShem’s 

response is to one who does things to 
promote such peace, unity, and 

harmony.  

- Based on a speech by R’ Yissachar Frand Shlit”a 

Thought of the week: 

If you only judge a book by 
its cover you will miss a lot 
of worthwhile stories. 

(W:H RBDMB) „.AWHH wPNH HMwAW ÂHB LEM LEML ODAH TAUX LKM WsEY YK HwA WA wYA...‰ 
“A man or woman who shall commit any sin of Man, to trespass against the 
Lord, and that soul shall be guilty...”(Numbers 5:6) 

If one steals from a convert who has no family, and the victim dies, the thief must confess 
his sin and give the money to the Kohanim plus a penalty.  

If we look carefully, we will find that this posuk uses various terms to describe people. It 
uses ‘Ish’ and ‘Isha,’ man and woman. It uses ‘Adam,’ another term meaning Man, and 
finally the word ‘Nefesh,’ or soul, to refer to the individual. 

These terms each have their own nuances, and because of this we find great hidden 
meaning in the posuk. Ish is a term used to describe Man in his growth state. He is 
expected to work on himself and constantly grow. 

Adam, on the other hand, refers to Man created in the image of G-d. Numerically, Adam 
has a value of 45, the same as the name of HaShem when the letters are spelled out. 
Kabbalistically-speaking, Adam is the ultimate perfection for Man. 

Finally, the word nefesh, or soul, refers to a life force found not only in people but in 
animals as well. A person who acts in a way that he earns this moniker has acted similar to 
the animals of the world. 

The Torah here teaches: When a person who is trying to grow in his or her service to 
HaShem, but commits a sin of Man, which R’ Samson Rafael Hirsch explains to mean, 
“against man,” that soul shall be guilty. 

Because this person failed to see the tzelem Elokim, the godly aspect of his fellow man, he 
had no compunction about wronging him. However, by doing so, he betrayed G-d Himself 
Who created people in his image. 

When one does this, he is reduced to the base and animalistic description of ‘nefesh,’ a 
being which acts instinctually for its own pleasure. Even to a convert, with no family, with 
perhaps no long-standing ties to Judaism, one must be respectful and loving. 

What an appropriate message to come right after Shavuos when the Jewish People, men 
and women, from the loftiest leaders to the humblest maids, received the Shechina, the 
Divine Presence of HaShem. Each of us has been instilled with greatness, and if we don’t 
recognize it in each other then we should be ashamed of ourselves. 

R’ Tzvi Pesach Frank z”l, served on the Bais Din of the Eida HaChareidis for over 60 years, 
eventually becoming the Av Bais Din and Rav of Jerusalem. He possessed the courage of 
a lion as he fearlessly ruled Halacha the way he saw it, despite giving the utmost respect to 
preceding poskim.   

R’ Tzvi Pesach earned lofty titles such as Posek HaDor, Adjudicator of the generation, yet 
when it came to dealing with the populace, he had a heart of soft gold. When a poor person 
brought him a chicken to check and he found it was not kosher, he would take money out 
of his pocket and tell him to buy another one.   

Once, a poor woman came with a treif chicken.  He knew she would be insulted if he gave 
her money so he walked into the kitchen and asked his daughter if they had any freshly 
slaughtered chickens, which they did.   

He disposed of the treif chicken, replacing it with his own.   He then brought the new one 
out to the woman and told her that after examining her chicken, he ruled it Kosher.  
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Mazel Tov to Rabbi and Mrs. 

Ari Jacobson 

of Monsey, NY upon 

Menachem’s Bar Mitzvah. 
May you and Klal Yisrael have 

much Nachas D’Kedusha from 

him and your entire family! 
 

Show your love for 
Torah and others! 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   

E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 


