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Parshas Ki Sisa 

Perceiving Hashem’s Guiding Hand

A friend of mine related the following personal story. 

“When I got engaged, my shver undertook to support 

me for a specific amount of years. He had every 

intention of keeping his promise; however, after a 

few years he found himself in a dire financial state 

that did not give him the ability to fulfill his word. 

Thus, I found myself without much needed support. 

A short time later my wife’s boss called her in to the 

office and gave her a significant raise. The increase 

in salary was the precise amount that I had been 

receiving from my shver until this point. Hashem is 

the one who runs the world. 

When things are working out, it is important to 

realize that it is straight from Hashem. We must put 

our trust in Him, not in the current source of our 

success. 

The Torah states that counting people can cause an 

epidemic. What is the reason for this? Rabeinu 

Yonah offers a fascinating insight. When Klal 

Yisrael counts and realizes just how many people 

they have that are army worthy, they are at risk of 

feeling confident that they could fight wars based on 

their numbers. Thus they put their confidence in their 

own abilities instead of placing their hope in 

Hashem. This has the ability of placing their lives in 

jeopardy. Only with Hashem’s help are we able to 

succeed. He helps us when we place our trust in Him 

and only Him. 

We have to realize that it is always Hashem 

orchestrating our lives; whether according to the laws 

of nature it makes sense, or whether we are in need 

of a miracle that defies nature.  There is no such 

thing as things just happening; it is always Hashem. 

Someone who is cognizant of Hashem’s guiding 

hand every step of their life is indeed worthy of 

reward. On Purim I had the following question. We 

know that whenever it says המלך in the megilah it is a 

reference to Hashem. The Posuk, after relating that 

the king read the story of Bigsan and Seresh in the 

royal chronicles says, מה נעשה יקר וגדולה  המלך ויאמר

 It seems as if Hashem was demanding .למרדכי על זה

that Mordechai gets paid for this worthy act. Why 

would this be considered a commendable act towards 

Hashem that it would earn him reward from Him? 

The רוקח says a fascinating, yet cryptic answer. He 

says that ‘על זה’ is a reference to the Posuk of  זה קלי

 What is the connection of this Posuk to here? I .ואנוהו

believe the explanation is as follows. By Krias Yam 

Suf, Klal Yisrael clearly saw the Divine Hand and 

declared “This is my G-d”.  Praiseworthy is one who 

on a regular day can point at random occurrences and 

say, “This is my G-d”. This was Mordechai’s 

specialty; he was cognizant of Hashem’s 

orchestration at all times. As I explained last week; 

the reason Mordechai reported Bigsan and Seresh’s 

plot was because he realized that Hashem had 

arranged for him to overhear it in order for him to do 

something. This occurrence wasn’t random; it was 

Hashem’s orchestration. He was able to point at all 

events and declare, “This is my G-d”. Seeing this, 

Hashem affirmed that he deserves to be honored  על

 If we .זה קלי for his living with the Emunah that ,זה

live with this Emunah, we too will be worthy of such 

reward. 

When what is happening doesn’t make sense and 

seems counterintuitive, it is hard to be cognizant that 

it is Hashem’s hand. Yet, we must believe that it is 



 

To subscribe: email rjosilowski7@gmail.com 
For questions or comments please call 773-578-3620 

 

all part of the Master Plan and one day we will be 

able to understand it. 

R’ Fischel Schachter relates the following 

unbelievable tale. There was once a Bachur who 

lived in Yerushalayim who unfortunately was having 

a difficult time with shiduchim. He had been on the 

market for many years, and had not yet met the right 

one. One day he was suggested a girl from Monsey. 

Figuring that he had nothing to lose, he undertook 

the long journey to the states. 

As luck would have it, his flight was delayed. He 

realized that he would not have enough time to finish 

the trip before Shabbos and would be stuck for 

Shabbos in London where he had a stopover. Not 

being familiar with his new location, he had a cab 

drive him to the Jewish neighborhood. He 

approached the first frum man he saw and asked if he 

could stay by him. The man graciously invited him 

for Shabbas and he said, “I am heading home soon. 

First though I will be stopping for a visit by the 

Kever of the Shatzer Rebbe Zt”l, would you like to 

tag along?” The bachur figured he could use any 

zechus that he could get, and so he went to the Kever 

to daven. While there, his host mentioned that it is a 

segula to be mekabel to do something, and then to 

daven. The bachur thought long and hard. He 

realized that he had a hard time with kabalas 

Shabbos; he always seemed to be running last minute 

on Erev Shabbos. And so, he accepted to refrain from 

melacha, from the time of hadlakas neiros. 

After spending almost a week in London, he finally 

arrived at his final destination; Monsey. It was Erev 

Shabbos fifteen minutes before Shekiah when he 

removed his bekeshe from his suitcase. To his great 

dismay he realized that his toothpaste had leaked and 

had left a large stain on his Shabbos attire. He looked 

at the clock and noticed that it was already past lict 

benchen. He was not ready to compromise on his 

kabbalah and so he realized that he would have to 

wear the bekeshe as is. 

Arriving in shul, he grabbed the closest sefer and 

held it close to his chest in an attempt to cover the 

stain. He inconspicuously took a seat in the front 

corner of the shul so that there wouldn’t be anybody 

in front of him to notice the stain. Many times during 

davening people came over to welcome him. Being 

that he wanted to avoid the spotlight, he did not 

respond; he merely nodded his head. After davening 

he stayed by his seat learning a sefer waiting until the 

last person left so that he can leave without being 

observed. 

Motzei Shabbos he gets a call from the Shadchan, 

“The Shiduch is off. The family decided that it was 

not for them”. What a disappointment. He went 

through this whole ordeal seemingly for naught. 

Minutes later there was a call from another Shadchan 

with a different idea. To make a long story short; the 

vort took place less than two weeks later. 

By the vort, the shver related the following. “In 

reality we were not yet looking for a shidduch for our 

daughter. Yet, what I saw on that Shabbos changed 

my mind. One thing that I cannot tolerate is people 

talking during davening. That Shabbos I saw how our 

chassan refrained from making conversation during 

davening. I saw as well that he stayed to learn until 

he was the last one left. Seeing this I said that I 

cannot forgo this opportunity; this boy is for me.” 

That which he thought was the greatest calamity was 

in essence the source of his salvation. Hashem was 

guiding him every step of the way. From the delay to 

the kabbalah to the toothpaste on his bekeshe; it was 

all part of Hashem’s master plan. 

Moshe Rabeinu requested from Hashem ‘Let me 

understand Your ways’. Hashem replied, ‘you may 

see my back, but my face you shall not see. The 

Chasam Sofer explains, what Hashem was saying 

was in retrospect you will be able to understand my 

ways, but while the story is transpiring, you will be 

unable to perceive my intent. 

Indeed Hashem is running our life every step of the 

way. It is our job to point at every part and declare, 

 This is my G-d.” one day we will“ ,”זה קלי“

understand; for now we must believe. 


