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Writing on the Wall 
 

One of the reasons Mrs. Berger enjoyed her 

husband's antics was because every once in 

while he invented something special just for 

her alone. A three day Yom Tov was fast 

approaching, and the tension in the Berger 

kitchen was palpable. Mrs. 

Berger always managed to 

outdo herself by 

preparing lavish 

menus. Along with 

some new recipe 

for an appetizer 

and some exotic 

soups, there were 

always numerous 

side dishes and 

various desserts. The 

main course was truly a 

cuisine to behold. With great 

sensitivity, Rabbi Berger noticed that Mrs. 

Berger was struggling to organize all the Yom 

Tov meals for the upcoming Yom Tov. Rabbi 

Berger and his wife sat down together to plan 

the elaborate menu. There were just too many 

dishes to rely on memory alone to remember 

which things to serve at which meal. Rabbi 

Berger typed up the menu and verified the final 

draft with his wife. He then retreated to his 

study/workshop and set to work on his newest 

gadget. The family saw flashes of light, smelled 

burning accompanied by the strangest noises 

were emanating from their father's study.  

"What could Totty possibly be doing in 

there?" they all wondered.  

When he finally emerged he was 

holding an exquisitely 

designed plaque with the 

inscription 'Bruchim 

Haboim Mishpachas 

Berger'. Why did 

Rabbi Berger go to 

such lengths a 

mere 

few 

days 

before 

Yom Tov 

to make 

such a 

gadget? Was it so 

important to have a new 

'Welcome' sign on their 

front door? 

 

Reading a menu, you ask? What could 

possibly be problematic about that? One 

opinion in the Gemara (Abbaye on Shabbos 

Can the menu be read on Shabbos or 
Yom Tov? 



C
o

n
c
lu

s
io

n
 

149a) holds it is prohibited to read (even with 

just your eyes [Rema 307:12]) a menu because 

a person may come to read business 

documents (Shulchon Aruch 307:12). There is a 

prohibition against reading business 

documents on Shabbos and Yom Tov (Mimtzoi 

Cheftz'cha)  since it is obvious from his actions 

that he is thinking about doing business on 

Shabbos (Shulchon Aruch Harav 307:21-22). 

Chazal were afraid that if we allow you to read 

menus you may confuse all documents and 

transgress the prohibition of reading business 

documents. However, if a 

menu is written on a wall it is 

not going to be confused 

with a business documents 

which are meant to be 

transportable (Mishnah 

Brurah 307:49). 

The other opinion (Rav 

Bibi) holds that a menu is 

prohibited to be read on 

Shabbos because you may 

come to erase an item on the 

list while analyzing the paper 

(Mishnah Brurah 307:47). 

However, if the words on the 

list are engraved, then it is 

permissible to read the 

menu. Since an engraving is difficult to erase, 

before attempting to rub it out it, you'll 

remember it is Shabbos (Shulchon Aruch Harav 

307:22). 

In light of the fact that the halacha follows 

both reasons, is there any way then to read a 

menu on Shabbos and Yom Tov? Therefore, in 

order to be on the safe side of the law, you 

should engrave the menu on a tablet attached 

to the wall (Shulchon Aruch 307:12). (There are 

other options offered by the Poskim [Sefer 

Shtarei Hedyotos 3:7], but this seems to be the 

most optimal. One is allowed to read a doctor’s 

advertisement to find his address, because for a 

body need the prohibition of Shtarei Hedyotos 

doesn’t apply [Sefer Shtarei Hedyotos 9:19]. 

One is also permitted to read an advertisement 

for a sefer, because for a mitzvah the 

prohibition of Shtarei Hedyotos doesn’t apply 

[Sefer Shtarei Hedyotos 8:16:46])  

Rabbi Berger spent his 

precious time before Yom 

Tov in order to invent a 

specialized laser engraver. He 

typed the menu for all seven 

seudos on his computer. 

Then he plugged in a USB 

cable designed that hooked 

up to the engraver. The laser 

could now convert the 

information and instantly 

engrave it on the tablet he 

had attached to the wall.  
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