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ומשה היה רעה את צאן יתרו חתנו כהן מדין, וינהג את “ 3:1
 ”הצאן אחר המדבר ויבא אל הר האלקים חרבה

“Moshe was shepherding the sheep of Yisro, his 

father-in-law, the priest of Midyan; he guided the sheep far into 

the wilderness, and he arrived at the mountain of Hashem, 

toward Chorev.”  Klal Yisroel were enslaved in Mitzrayim.  Klal 

Yisroel’s freedom from slavery of Mitzriyim was about to begin.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu was about to reveal Himself to Moshe 

Rabbeinu, who would lead Klal Yisroel out of Mitzrayim.  The 

Torah tells us that Moshe was shepherding his father-in-law’s 

sheep.  Why does the Torah tell us that Moshe was a shepherd 

of his father-in-law’s sheep?  Additionally, why does the Torah 

tell us that Moshe took the sheep far into the wilderness?   The 

following Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, and perhaps 

support the P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

י"רש   Moshe Rabbeinu took the – ”אחר המדבר“ 3:1 – 

sheep to graze far into the wilderness so as to keep them far 

away from theft – so that they should not graze in others fields.   

“ Tehillim 11:5 – ”ומשה היה רעה צאן“ 2:2 - שמות רבה   צדיק ' ד
 Hashem examines the righteous one.” How does“ – ”יבחן

Hakodosh Boruch Hu test the Tzaddik? Through the shepherding 

of sheep.  He tested Dovid with sheep and found him to be a fine 

shepherd.  Dovid would bring out the smaller sheep to pasture 

first, so that they would pasture the soft grass.  Then he would 

bring out the aged ones so that they would pasture the middle 

grade of softness.  Finally he would bring out the robust ones so 

that they would eat the tough grass.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu said, 

“One who knows to tend the sheep, each according to its 

strength, shall come and tend to My people (Klal Yisroel).”  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu also examined Moshe Rabbeinu with sheep.  

Once, while Moshe was tending to the sheep of Yisro, one of the 

kid goats ran away from him.  Moshe Rabbeinu chased him until 

it reached a thicket, where the kid goat had found a pool of 

water and was drinking from it.  Moshe Rabbeinu said, “I did not 

know that you were running because of thirst; you must 

certainly be exhausted.”  He thereupon walked back carrying the 

kid on his shoulders.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu said, “Just as you 

possess the requisite compassion to lead the sheep belonging to 

a human, so too by your life, you will tend to My sheep – Klal 

Yisroel.” 

 Hakodosh Boruch Hu – ”ומשה היה רעה צאן“ 2:3 – שמות רבה 

does not grant greatness to a person before He tests him with a 

small matter.  If he passes the test, He promotes him to 

greatness.  

אפרים רבינו   It was because – ”ומשה היה רעה צאן“ 2:3 - 

Moshe took great care with the sheep that he became the 

redeemer of Klal Yisroel. 

 The – ”וינהג את הצאן אחר המדבר“ 2:3 – דגל מחנה אפרים 

Medrash says that it was in the Zechus of Moshe being a 

shepherd of sheep that he was Zoche to be the shepherd of Klal 

Yisroel.  There is a Remez to this in the Posuk.  “ את הצאן וינהג ” – 

Moshe was first a shepherd for sheep – “אחר המדבר” – afterwards 

he became a shepherd for מדבר, those who speak – referring to 

Klal Yisroel.   

 The Medrash says that – ”ומשה היה רעה צאן“ 2:3 - שפת אמת 

once a sheep strayed from the rest of the flock.  Moshe ran after 

it and carried it back on his shoulders.  How did Moshe chase 

after one solitary sheep, while leaving the rest of the flock 

behind?  Unless someone was watching the rest of the flock, it 

would seem irresponsible to act in this manner.  In fact, there 

was no one else watching the flock.  Moshe knew that the unity 

among the rest of the flock would protect them from danger.  

The lost sheep was alone, and was in danger for it was isolated 

from the rest.  In addition, the loss of even one sheep could 

potentially create dissention within the entire flock.  On top of all 

of this, Moshe knew that it was not the poor sheep’s fault that it 

had wandered off; it was the shepherd’s fault.  Unity amongst 

Yidin protects all of Klal Yisroel.  When a Yid leaves the pack, his 

Ruchniyos is in great jeopardy.  Every effort must be made to 

reunite him with his flock.  At the same time, the loss of one Yid, 

undermines the strength of the entire Klal Yisroel.  And a true 

leader of Klal Yisroel takes responsibility for all Neshomos who 

are lost, for it is his responsibility.   

 Moshe – ”וינהג את הצאן אחר המדבר“ 3:1 – העמק דבר 

Rabbeinu wanted to be Misboded, to be one with Hashem.  He 

therefore searched for a place far out, a place where there 

would be no other shepherds, so that he could think and 

contemplate about the Ribbono Shel Olam, and become one 

with Him.  

 Moshe went – ”וינהג את הצאן אחר המדבר“ 3:1 - תרגום אונקלוס 

to find good pasture out in the Midbar.  

 ,Generally – ”וינהג את הצאן אחר המדבר“ 3:1 - הכתב והקבלה 

the Midbar is a place that is desolate and is not appropriate to 

take sheep to graze.  Therefore, Onkelos explains that Moshe 

searched out that hard-to-find place in the desert, a place that is 

appropriate to take sheep to graze.   Moshe did this so that the 

sheep would not come to graze in land that was not permitted – 

it kept them away from theft.   

ל דיסקין"מהרי   Why does the – ”ומשה היה רעה צאן“ 2:3 - 

Targum add words to the Posuk  that Moshe went to find “good 

pasture?”  Bava Metzia 36b – If a watchman was negligent in the 

watching of an animal and it escaped to a marsh and dies there 

naturally: Abaya says in the name of Rabbah that the watchman 

is obligated to pay the owner for the animal even though it was 

unavoidable.  Rava said in the name of Rabbah that the 

watchman is exempt.  Why would he be obligated in this 

scenario?  We say that it is possible the foul air of the marsh 

killed it, and therefore the watchman is liable.  Rami Bar Chama 

asked a question according to Abaya.  The Mishna says that if a 

shepherd took an animal up to the top of a steep mountain and 

the animal fell off the mountain and dies, this is not called an 

  .an unavoidable accident, and the shepherd is held liable ,אונס

However if the animal died naturally, this is called an אונס and the 

shepherd is exempt from liability.  This contradicts Abaya, for 

why don’t we say that the air killed the animal, and the shepherd 

should be held responsible.  The Gemara answers that this 

Mishna is referring to a mountain that had a luxurious and 

supreme pasture.  Rashi explains that since the local shepherds 

customarily take their animals to this place to graze, the 

shepherd did not act negligently, and is not liable.  The mountain 

Moshe was on was called Har Chorev, from the Loshon of Chorev 

- being sharp.  The top was sharp and narrow, and therefore 

potentially dangerous.  If so, why did Moshe take the sheep 

there?  Targum is answering this question according to the 

Gemara.  By the fact the Moshe did bring the sheep to such a 

place, it must be that Moshe was taking the sheep to a fertile 

land.  It was a place where it was acceptable for shepherds to 

bring their sheep.   

 Why were – ”ומשה היה רעה צאן“ 2:3 - רבינו יהושע אבן שועיב 

the Avos shepherds?  They would separate themselves from 
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everything and examine and search deep into the G-d of the 

world.  The air of the Midbar is clean and pure and devoid of 

other humans.  In addition, being a shepherd was a way to make 

themselves accustomed with the Midah of Rachmanus.      

 The Medrash says – ”ומשה היה רעה צאן“ 2:3 - באר יוסף 

(Shemos Rabbah 2:3) that Hakodosh Boruch Hu does not grant 

greatness, does not allow one to lead Klal Yisroel, before being 

tested with a small matter.  What is the meaning of this 

Medrash?  Why does Hakodosh Boruch Hu only test one with a 

small matter?  It would seem more appropriate that for one to 

be a leader of Klal Yisroel he be tested with a big matter.  If he 

passes, then he should be allowed to become the leader of Klal 

Yisroel.  The Medrash does not mean that the test was a small 

matter.  Rather it means that he is tested with something that is 

deemed “small” to him, that which is beneath his dignity.  

Although one may be a great individual, the trait to become a 

leader is for one to lower himself to that which is small, that 

which is below him, to ensure that all of his constituents are 

cared for.  Moshe and Dovid were tested to see if they cared for 

each and every sheep, and took care of their every need – 

although it was beneath them.  By their demonstrating this 

Midah, they demonstrated that they were worthy of being 

leaders of Klal Yisroel.   

יודיע  “ Tehillim 103:7,8 – ”ומשה היה רעה צאן“ 2:1 שמות רבה 
ארך אפים ורב חסד' רחום וחנון ד. דרכיו למשה לבני ישראל עלילותיו ” – “He 

makes known His ways to Moshe, and the acts of His rule to B’nei 

Yisroel.  Hashem is full of compassion for His work is ready to be 

gracious, extended patience and abundant in loving-kindness.  

The acts of Hakodosh Boruch Hu are ones of compassion.  It was 

these Middos that Hakodosh Boruch Hu revealed to Moshe, and 

the path to the Keitz.    

“ Shemos Rabbah 2:1 – אמרי שפר  רעה צאןומשה היה  ” – The 

Medrash says that Moshe was a shepherd and connects it to 

Pesukim in Tehillim, which say that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is 

compassionate and that Hakodosh Boruch Hu revealed to Moshe 

the path to the Keitz, the end of Golus and the coming of 

Moshiach.  Klal Yisroel were not worthy on their own merit of 

being saved from the plagues that afflicted the Mitzriyim.  They 

were spared only by the mercy of the Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

Shabbos 151b – One who has mercy on others, will receive 

mercy from Shomayim.  Klal Yisroel are a nation with 

Rachmanus, and therefore Hakodosh Boruch Hu had Rachmanus 

on them.  In truth, even Klal Yisroel did not yet exhibit the Midah 

of Rachmanus at that point in time.  Klal Yisroel is one nation and 

each individual is a part of the entire Klal Yisroel, and one Yid 

from Klal Yisroel can represent the entire Klal Yisroel.  Moshe 

Rabbeinu had a tremendous amount of Rachmanus.  However, 

just having the Midah was not enough.  Moshe needed to exhibit 

that Midah.  Moshe was a shepherd so that he should actually 

perform acts of Rachmanus.  It was by Moshe performing these 

acts that Klal Yisroel were Zoche to be spared the afflictions the 

Mitzriyim experienced.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu told Moshe the 

great secret that Klal Yisroel would be Zoche to Moshiach.   

 Moshe went there – ”ויבא אל הר האלקים חרבה“ 3:1 – ספורנו 

alone to be Misboded and to be Mispalel to the Ribbono Shel 

Olam.   

 Remez – The – ”וינהג את הצאן אחר המדבר“ 3:1 - דברי ישראל 

shepherding of the sheep represents one’s toiling in Parnassah.  

 which represents the words of – דיבור is from the word – מדבר

Torah and Tefilah.  וינהג את הצאן – one has to work on his 

Parnassah – אחר המדבר – only after he has worked on his Torah 

and Tefilah.   

 Moshe Rabbeinu is – ”ומשה היה רעה צאן“ 2:3 - עמק תפלה 

one of seven shepherds of Klal Yisroel, and is called the  רעיא
 the faithful shepherd.  Moshe was called as such for he ,מהימנא

was the one who gave sustenance of having Emunah in 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.   

“ 2:3 - עוד יוסף חי  צאןומשה היה רעה  ” – Moshe was Zoche to 

be the shepherd of Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s sheep, Klal Yisroel, for 

he was a faithful shepherd of Yisro’s sheep.  “אחר המדבר” – It was 

through דיבור, his Tefilos, that he led Klal Yisroel in battle. 

“ 2:3 - נחל קדומים  ןומשה היה רעה צא ” – This is a Remez that 

Moshe Rabbeinu was a Gilgul of Hevel, who was a shepherd, as it 

says in the Posuk, “ויהי הבל רועה צאן”. 

 – ”ומשה היה רעה את צאן יתרו חתנו כהן מדין“ 2:3 - חכמת התורה 

Why does the Torah need to identify Yisro as a priest of Midyan, 

when telling us that Moshe was the shepherd for his sheep?  

When Klal Yisroel are in a Tzarah, Hakodosh Boruch Hu is only 

with them if they cry out to Him to be with them.  At that point 

in time, Klal Yisroel were not crying out to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, 

and therefore Klal Yisroel were devoid of the Shechina.  Moshe, 

being part of Klal Yisroel, first needed to be in a Makom Tzarah, 

to feel pain, and then he would be able to bring Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu down to be with Klal Yisroel.  The reason that the 

Posuk tells us that Yisro was a priest of Midyan is to tell us that 

Yisro was a wealthy individual.  If so, why did he have his son-in-

law be his shepherd?  Yisro easily could have hired someone; 

however, Moshe requested the position.  Moshe had Yisro place 

all of his shepherds on leave, which made his work exceedingly 

difficult.  (Although we know that Moshe’s wife, Tziporah, was a 

shepherd and met Moshe that way – that as well was set up by 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu - for Yisro’s daughter would generally not 

have been a shepherd).  In addition, the Posuk tells us that 

Moshe went to the Midbar, a place of desolation.  Moshe sent 

himself to Golus so that he should feel Klal Yisroel’s pain.  Once 

Moshe was in this position, he called out to Hashem on behalf of 

Klal Yisroel to help them.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu came down, and 

this was the beginning of Klal Yisroel’s path to freedom.  

 Perhaps now we can understand the significance of 

Moshe being a shepherd, and why he took the sheep to the 

Midbar.  A true leader must possess certain qualities in which he 

is capable of taking care of all those he leads.  The Medrash is 

telling us that both Moshe Rabbeinu and Dovid Hamelech had 

the uncanny quality of understanding the needs of each 

individual of Klal Yisroel, and helping them.  The test of the 

sheep is to see if the shepherd can take care of each individual 

sheep amongst all the others.  No two sheep are alike, and all 

the more so, no two people are alike.  Moshe Rabbeinu needed 

to go through the act of tending to the sheep in preparation for 

tending to Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s sheep – Klal Yisroel.  

Additionally, in preparation of Hakodosh Boruch Hu coming 

down to be with Klal Yisroel, Moshe went out into the Midbar to 

be Misboded about Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  At times, people go 

from one chore to the next without taking the time to think what 

it’s all about - to think about Hakodosh Boruch Hu, His Greatness, 

and what our role is in this world.  May we be Zoche to be 

Misboded, and bring Hakodosh Boruch Hu here with us to take us 

out of this Golus במהרה בימינו אמן! 


