
3   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

מב(-ולקחתם לכם ביום הראשון... בסכת תשבו שבעת ימים )כג:מ  
You shall take for yourselves on the first day… you shall dwell in 

Sukkos seven days (23:40-42) 
Since the Torah mentions the Mitzvah of the four species before the 

Mitzvah of Sukkah, why does the Mishnah in Masechta Sukkah begin with 
teaching about Sukkah first, and does not reach the four species until the 
third chapter? The Netziv explains that even though the building of the 
Sukkah must begin days before Sukkos and is only a preparation for the 
Mitzvah, some consider it a Mitzvah unto itself and actually recite a blessing 
over the building of the Sukkah. Therefore, since the Mitzvah of taking the 
Lulav is on the holiday itself and the building of the Sukkah is before the 
holiday, the Mishnah teaches the laws of Sukkah first. Additionally, one needs 
the Sukkah at night while the Lulav is not taken until the next morning.  

(Rebbe Yosef Shalom Elyashiv, ztvk”l, as brought in Mesukim MiDvash) 

 

Parashas Emor offers us another 

reminder of the sanctity of Shabbos 

(23:3). Rebbi Akiva teaches us that a 

needy person should make his Shabbos 

like a weekday and avoid having to 

rely on other people to help him make 

Shabbos (Shabbos 118a). Why does he 

say that a person should make his 

Shabbos like a weekday, and not that a 

person should just make Shabbos like 

a weekday? Rav Yosef Chaim of 

Baghdad (Ben Yehoyada, Pesachim 

112a) explains that there are two 

aspects to Shabbos: taking pleasure in 

Shabbos, and avoiding the prohibitions 

of Shabbos. If we were directed to 

make Shabbos like a weekday we 

would make the mistake to think that a 

person should violate the prohibitions 

of Shabbos in order to avoid having to 

rely on others. However, since we are 

told that he should make his Shabbos 

like a weekday, we understand that it 

is only his pleasures of the day that he 

should limit, so that he can avoid 

relying on others. 
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                Candle Lighting: 7:53  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 8:37   Gra: 9:13 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:27 

Chatzos: 12:53       Sh'kiah: 8:12 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 9:01 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 9:25  

                                                 (some say 9:54) 
 
 

 
                Next Week: Behar 
              Candle Lighting: 7:59 

Jewish mothers around the world Daven for their children’s growth in Torah and Mitzvos. 

We can never underestimate the power of a mother’s prayers! Moshe was 10 years old and he 

was struggling in school. He tried very hard to pay attention and follow what was being taught 

in class, but he just wasn’t getting it. Why was it so easy for his friends to learn Torah, and for 

him it was so hard? Why couldn’t he understand what the Rebbi was saying? Moshe’s parents 

did what they could for him. They hired private tutors, consulted with teachers and educational 

specialists, but nothing helped him. Moshe just wasn’t succeeding, until sometime in the 

middle of the school year, when Moshe’s Rebbi noticed some positive changes. Moshe 

suddenly seemed to be able to sit and listen. A few days later, he asked a question on the 

lesson, and a week later, he answered one. Was all the extra help that Moshe was getting 

beginning to pay off? The Rebbi called Moshe’s parents to share the wonderful news of their 

son’s progress and find out what had finally made him turn the corner. Moshe’s mother 

explained the miraculous turnaround in her son’s learning. She said, “For months, Moshe came 

home crying, pouring out his heart to me. He wanted so much to learn Torah, to understand 

what was being taught, but nothing seemed to help him. How long can a mother see her son in 

such excruciating pain? I knew I had to do something for him. A few weeks ago, I told Moshe 

that when a mother lights candles on Erev Shabbos, there’s a special Zechus in her Tefilos for 

her children’s achievements in Torah study. I explained that I had always Davened for his 

success, but that from now on I would Daven with even greater concentration and intensity. I 

suggested that the next time I lit Shabbos candles, he should stand next to me, and we would 

Daven together, in the hopes that both of our Tefilos would be heard by Hashem. The next 

Friday, when it was time to light the Shabbos candles, Moshe stood by my side. We then began 

to Daven together, and I heard Moshe, my little 10-year-old Tzaddik, cry out to Hashem, 

pleading for success in his learning. Moshe’s Tefilos and tears mingled with mine as we 

Davened together to Hashem, and pleaded for His help. This has been going on for the last few 

weeks, and Baruch Hashem, our Tefilos are being answered!” (Barchi Nafshi, vol. 4, p. 352). 

 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 

 
 
 

      R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 

       Shabbos Treasures  
      The Precious Gift of  Shabbos 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Middos       
Rav Chaim Kanievsky was once asked, if someone had agreed to a certain Shidduch and a 

better prospect came along, would it permissible to cancel the original date with the first person 

and pursue the second person that came along? Rav Chaim answered, “This is absolutely not 

allowed to be done.” Rav Chaim related, “There was once a case like this and a Bochur 
cancelled a date with a girl he agreed to out with, in order to go out with someone else, and the 

Shadchan called him later and told him that the second date had cancelled for him. Just as you 

do to others, so will happen to you. There was also another case where someone wanted to take 

revenge on a Bochur, and pretended to set him up on a date, while in reality there was never a 

date arranged. The boy showed up at the girl’s home at the ‘prearranged time’, and the girl’s 

father asked him what he was doing there. He responded that he was there for the date with his 

daughter, and the father told him that no such date was ever set up. Seeing how confused and 

embarrassed the boy was, the father felt bad for him and invited him inside. They had a 

conversation and spoke in learning and shared a few Divrei Torah. The boy was unaware that 

the man’s daughter happened to have been in a different part of the house listening to the 

conversation, and she was impressed by how the boy spoke with her father, and she told her 

father that she was interested in dating this boy. In just a short while, the Shidduch actually went 

through, and this couple became engaged! The “Shadchan” was playing a nasty revenge trick 

and Hashem ‘paid him back’ by making the Shidduch work out. The “Shadchan” had the 

audacity to ask for Shadchanus, and he wanted to get paid for setting this couple up!”            

Rav Chaim said, “His Shadchanus should be two slaps across the face, but not money!” 
 

 L’Maaseh  

Yeshivah Chachmei Lublin was founded 

by Rav Meir Shapiro, and only accomplished 

Talmidei Chachamim were accepted to the 

Yeshivah. In order to be allowed in the 

Yeshivah, a Bachur had to have mastered 

over 200 pages of Gemara. Rav Shmuel 

HaLevi Wosner was a Talmid in this 

Yeshivah, and he once related a story from 

his days as a student in the Yeshivah.       

“One year, one of the Bachurim approached 

Rav Meir Shapiro, the Rosh Yeshivah, and 

asked him what present he would like for his 

birthday, which was approaching in a few 

days. Rav Meir thought for a moment and 

responded, ‘I would like Shas for my 

birthday.’ The student was perplexed and 

told his Rebbe that he already had several 

sets of Shas, and asked why he wanted 

another set? Rav Meir said, ‘I don’t want a 

new Shas, I would like every boy in the 

Yeshivah to learn Shas for my birthday.’ The 

boy realized that this was a huge undertaking, 

as learning Shas would take quite some time, 

and the Rosh Yeshivah’s birthday was in just 

a few days, but he got right to work. He went 

into the Bais HaMedrash and announced at 

the Bimah that the Rosh Yeshivah would like 

Shas to be learned for his birthday, and the 

Bochur asked everyone to come forward and 

sign up to learn as much Gemara as they 

were able to in order to finish Shas within a 

few days. Everyone got caught up in the 

excitement of completing Shas, and even the 

Rebbeim got involved in the learning. The 

walls of the Yeshivah vibrated with the sound 

of Torah, while the boys were bent over their 

Shtenders all day and night. The Rosh 

Yeshivah sat in his usual place at the front of 

the Beis Medrash. His eyes shone and it was 

obvious that his heart was full of Nachas. It 

was close to nightfall on Rav Meir Shapiro’s 

birthday when we finished the entire Shas. 

The intensity of our joy was beyond 

description. One of the Bachurim,” recalled 

Rav Wosner, “was an incredible Iluy, a 

genius. In one day, he learned 176 pages of 

Gemara! His eyes never left the open pages 

and he just learned continuously! When 

everyone reported that they had finished what 

they pledged to learn, the Bochur who 

organized the learning approached the Rosh 

Yeshivah and said, ‘Rebbe, we have finished 

learning Shas for your birthday. Would you 

please come to the Bimah to say the 

Hadran?’ With tremendous Simchah,        

Rav Meir Shapiro walked to the Bimah and 

said loudly, ‘Hadran Alach Talmud Bavli!’” 

Rav Wosner said, “That day in Yeshivah was 

a day that no one would ever forget!” 

 

 

 
 

Sponsored as a Zechus for Shmuel & Bonnie Winzelberg and for Louis & Elaine Palgon 
May Hashem bentch them with good health, Brachah, Hatzlachah, and Nachas always!  

  

These Divrei Torah are available weekly by email and sponsorship opportunities are available.  
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  Siddur בס"ד

At the end of Birchas HaMazon we say the Pasuk in Tehilim (34:11), “V'Dorshei Hashem Lo 

Yachsiru Kol Tov”, “Those who seek Hashem will not lack any good”. How is it that we see many 

great Tzadikim who not only don’t have excessive good, but rather they have almost nothing at all? 

Rav Matisyahu Salomon says in the name of the Sh”la Ha’kadosh, that it doesn't mean that the 

Tzadikim will have all abundance at their disposal, but it means that they will not feel deprived of 

any good, for they have no use for the pleasures and luxuries of the world. Their lives are complete 

without any of that. Rav Matisyahu Salomon cites a Mashal from Rav Elya Lopian. A person was 

once visiting his friend, and when he left his friend’s house, he sighed in sadness for his friend, 

because he noticed that he didn’t see even a single medicine in his home. Rav Elya Lopian says that 

this man is a fool. If his friend was sick and didn’t have the proper medication, then it would be sad. 

However, his friend is in perfect health and has no need for any medicine. Instead of feeling sorry 

for his friend, he should be happy for him and his good health! Similarly, when one visits a true 

Talmid Chacham and sees that his home lacks all of the luxuries that we are accustomed to, and 

feels bad for the Tzadik, wondering what kind of sad life the Tzadikim have. This line of thinking is 

foolish, because it is far from the truth. On the contrary, the Talmid Chacham leads a wonderful life 

and has no need for all the silly materialism that we think make our lives complete. The Tzadikim 

truly have everything and lacks nothing at all! Once, a rich businessman traveled to visit the Chofetz 

Chaim in his home, in Radin. The man was utterly shocked at the plain and simple way the Chofetz 

Chaim lived. There was hardly any furniture— only a table and some long benches. In his surprise, 

he asked the Chofetz Chaim where all his furniture was? In reply, the Chofetz Chaim asked the man 

where his furniture was. The rich man said, “I am only visiting, and I'm staying in a hotel. My 

furniture is at home since I am only passing through.” “I too,” said the Chofetz Chaim, “am just 

passing through. I am only visiting this world for a few short years, and then I will return home. Just 

as you are traveling without your furniture, so am I!”  
 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Rav Moshe Feinstein, zt”l, used to write his Torah Chiddushim and insights in many different 

notebooks. He would always continue writing until he finished the notebook and had to get a new 

one, and he would keep on writing his thoughts. What was interesting about this was that  

Rav Moshe did not end his notes with a thought and start a new notebook with a new thought. 

Rather, he would write, and if he finished the notebook in the middle of a sentence, he would begin 

the next notebook by continuing his sentence! His notebooks would always start and end  

mid-sentence!  Rav Moshe Meir Weiss learned a lesson from this, that Torah is a non-stop and 

unending pursuit of life. Torah learning doesn’t stop just because we’ve run out of paper, or 

because some other issue has come up. Torah is continuous and always on-going, and if we run out 

of notebook space or some other distraction occurs, we just pick up where we left off,  

even if it’s in the middle of a sentence! 

 


