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G-ds Truth Part II

The attribute of Notzer chesed l’alafim is that 
Hashem retains the memory of good deeds 
for 2000 generations. Avraham Avinu, the first 
Jew, was willing to sacrifice his life for 
Hashem. Four thousand years later, we are 
still benefiting from his original good deed. 
This middah of Hashem is a wonderful 
kindness. It teaches us to have long memo-
ries for good things. We too must keep the 
vision of our children’s good deeds alive 
within us. In this way we will be continuously 
rewarding them for all their good actions and 
the love this generates will help us overcome 
their present failings and transgressions. The 
Torah tells us, “Zacharti lach chesed 
ne’uraiyich…” Hashem says, “I remember the 
kindness of your youth.” Thousands of years 
ago the Jewish people left Egypt and followed 
Hashem into the desert for 40 years. Today 
we are still accruing benefit for this. Hashem’s 
memory is as strong as if it happened today. 
“V’halachta b’drachov.” We too must go in 
Hashem’s way.  If a child does a good deed, 
remember it, cherish it, act upon it. One of the 
key messages of Rosh Hashana is Zichronot. 
Hashem has a long memory for good deeds. 
“V’ein shikcha lifnei kisei kevodecha,” nothing 
is forgotten before Hashem. We too must 
keep the memories of the good things our 
children did alive and in turn continuously do 
good for them.

Hashem says about us, “Im yeled 
shashuim…I remember you as playful 
children.” We too have to remember our adult 
children as cute, loveable, young children. 

Then there was no hatred. How can one 
harbor resentment against sweet little 
children? So too if your 25 year old son does 
something spiteful, why should you feel ill will? 
Remember him as a two year old. It’s the 
same child. Remember the good things. 
Remember him as the curious, spirited, young 
child. Keep the warm feelings of love alive. 
This is the way of Hashem and the way to 
raise our children -inculcating within them the 
attribute of having a long range memory for 
good deeds. 

The next middah is “Noso avan v’pesha 
v’chata.” Hashem accepts all of our sins- 
inadvertent sins, negligent sins, and even 
conscious, spiteful, sins. Hashem is forbear-
ing. He can tolerate insults and not respond. 
He has a bigger agenda than getting offended 
by our ungratefulness and insolence. His goal 
is to raise His children to be good people and 
patience is the key element. We too must have 
patience. The Gemara says children are born 
with eitza ra, evil tendencies. It takes a long 
time for a child to mature and learn to control 
that. He needs a lot of Torah and Mussar and 
a lot of love and patience. We must train 
ourselves to have to have that level of 
patience. Perhaps a child isn’t acting the way 
you would like him to. Love, tolerance, and 
forbearance will eventually make him return. 

The final middah is, “V’nakeh.” Hashem 
forgives those who do teshuva. We have to be 
able to let bygones be bygones and start 
afresh. Hashem who is a nosso avon waits a 
long time for the sinner to repent and when he 

finally does, v’nakeh, Hashem helps become 
perfectly clean so he can begin again with a 
fresh slate. Repentance out of love turns willful 
sins into merits. Hashem is so pleased that the 
sinner had the will power to change, that not 
only does he wipe out his sins, but he converts 
the evil to good. In a retroactive sense, it’s an 
otherworldly kindness. Hashem elevates the 
sinner and returns him to his pure essence. 
This is what we have to do with our children. 
Children may disappoint parents numerous 
times. If a parent holds a grudge against his 
child it’s an absolute tragedy, a destruction of 
the relationship. Never do that. We have to 
give our children the ability to start anew 
through the power of teshuva. 

V’nakeh is the last and perhaps the highest 
and most important middah. The Torah states 
that there is a special prohibition not to remind 
a baal teshuva that he was once a sinner. His 
past is gone. His sins were converted to good 
deeds. So too should we deal with our errant 
children. Always keep the door open. Never 
lock a child out. Always love the child who is 
now a baal teshuva. View him as one who with 
tremendous sacrifice has started anew. 

If we incorporate the 13 middot into our 
parenting, we will be fulfilling what Hashem 
said about Avraham, “L’maan asher yetazava 
et banav v’et beisav acharav v’shamru derech 
Hashem, for he commands his children and 
his children after him to follow the ways of 
Hashem.”  
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Opening The Gates of the Machzor: Malchiyot
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Money Matters: Types of Theft- Part II

The chazzan prefaces the Mussaf of Rosh 
Hashana with the prayer of Hineni he’ani 
m’maat. The word hineni means, “I am here.” 
It’s the quintessential expression that 
Avraham Avinu used to express his complete 
subjugation before Hashem. What we are 
trying to accomplish on the awesome day of 
Rosh Hashana is to live in the moment, to be 
conscious, to be aware that we are standing 
in front of the King of kings and anointing Him 
King. What does it mean to be ready? It 
means recognizing that all of our plans are in 
His hands and all of our desires are His will. 
When we say Hineni we are saying, “I am 

here, I am present, ready, and willing to serve 
You.”

The shofar, the central mitzvah of the day, was 
born out of disillusioned plans, so to speak.  
Avraham Avinu came to sacrifice his son 
Yitzchak. He said, “Hineni, I am here.” At the 
climax, as he lifted the knife to offer up 
Yitzchak, Hashem commanded him to stop. 
The Midrash writes how Avraham pleaded, 
“Please let me do something to show that I 
was ready to do Your will. Let me at least make 
him bleed a little.” Hashem forbade him.  
“V’hinei ayil echad…” And then Avraham saw a 

ram whose horns were stuck in the branches 
of a tree. He understood that it would be the 
sacrifice instead. The shofar which is the tool 
with which we proclaim Hashem’s dominion in 
the world came from Avraham Avinu who was 
the quintessential servant of Hashem. “You 
want me to sacrifice my son, hineni. You want 
me not to do it, hineni, I won’t do it.” This is the 
shofar. Hineni, the word with which we start 
the Mussaf prayer is meant to arouse us to 
focus on these awesome moments, to 
contemplate the lofty messages of the day, 
and to be ready to bend our will in favor of the 
will of the King of kings.

In Jewish law, a corporation is considered a 
partnership made up of joint shareholders. 
Stealing from a corporation is considered theft 
although one might think one is only robbing a 
miniscule amount from every shareholder. 
The same applies to public property. Although 
one might be stealing a negligible amount 
from every person, it is still considered theft. 
Pressuring someone to sell you something is 
considered a form of theft. You can ask the 
seller to sell it to you, but you can’t badger 
him to do so until he agrees, just to get rid of 
you. 

There are two types of thieves. One is called 
a ganev, someone who steals secretly and 
the other is called a gazlan, someone who 
steals openly. A ganev must return double 
while a gazlan must only return what he stole. 
By stealing covertly, the ganev is stating that 

he’s more afraid of people than of Hashem 
and that is why he gets fined. However in our 
times, the batei din don’t have the power to 
force the ganev to pay. The thief does not 
need to pay for using stolen property unless 
there was wear and tear or damage. If he stole 
a car and it’s clear that he caused the owner a 
loss he has to pay for it. For example, if it was 
a rental car, the thief must reimburse the 
person for the money he spent to rent it. If the 
owner had to take taxis while the car was 
stolen, it’s considered indirect damage (grama) 
and beit din can’t make him pay but perhaps 
he has a moral obligation to do so. 

If you stayed in someone’s apartment without 
permission, you would have to pay rent, but 
there’s a condition. If the owner normally 
doesn’t rent out the property, then charging 
you would be considered Midat Sedom as he 

didn’t suffer any loss through you. But if you 
caused him even a minor loss, that is enough 
that he could now charge you the full amount 
of rent for the time you stayed there. A thief 
must pay for any extraordinary damage to 
stolen moveable property. If you stole a car, 
you’re responsible if lightning strikes it. A thief 
is not responsible for extraordinary damage to 
immoveable property,  however he is respon-
sible for normal damages. 

If there’s a path going through your property 
that’s become a public road, you may not take 
it away from the public. This is on condition 
that they had permission to start going across 
your land in the first place. If they didn’t, it can 
be taken away. If it can’t be proven that they 
didn’t have permission, then it’s presumed 
they did.


