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6:14   -       ÂA OWY TWRN TQLDH 

6:32   -                                       HEYQw 

9:10  -                                 A‰M w‰QZ 

9:50  -                               A‰RG w‰QZ 

10:48 -                    HLYPT IMZ FWS 

6:31   -                                       HEYQw 

After 7:12   -   ÂB OWY TWRN TQLDH 

6:11   -        TBw TWRN TQLDH 

6:29  -                            Q‰w  HEYQw 

7:09*  -                    OYBKWKH TAC 

7:40  -                                      72 TAC 
ERUV TAVSHILIN 

* Based on Emergence of 3 Stars  

Times courtesy of MyZmanim.com  

Now You Know 
On Shabbos Chol HaMoed Sukkos, most 

congregations read Koheles, 
Ecclesiastes. 

This book contains the wisdom of 

Shlomo HaMelech and eschews pursuit 
of the physicality of this world, 

preferring a focus on spirituality and 
knowledge of HaShem. 

Reading it on Shabbos during the 

festival at harvest time combines these 
concepts, reminding us to seek the 

spiritual even while in the midst of the 
physical enjoyment of our crops. 

The Netziv in Harchev Davar tells us that 

on Sukkos, all the nations of the world 
would gather in Jerusalem to celebrate 
the festival and pray for the rains.   

They did this in the days of Dovid and 
Shlomo and will do so again when 
Moshiach is here.   

This means that the nations were there 
when Shlomo HaMelech spoke his words 

of Koheles. For this reason, G-d’s name 
of justice, “Elokim,” is used exclusively 

in it, because the nations do not know 
more of Him. Only Klal Yisrael merits 

knowing G-d’s name of mercy, His 
attribute of “HaShem.” 

Thought of the week: 

Do you know why we have to 
go outside on Sukkos? 
Because our homes are so 
full of blessing there’s no 
more room! ☺ 

“Take for yourselves on the first day…” (Lev. 23:40)(M:GK ARQYW)  „...IWwARH OWYB OKL OTXQLW „ 

One of the primary mitzvos of Sukkos, we are commanded on the first day of the festival to 
take four species, the lulav – date palm, hadasim – myrtle branches, aravos – willow 
branches, and esrog – the highly-prized citron, and bind them together. 

Unlike other mitzvos, one only makes a bracha the first time each day. If one put on 
Tefillen, then took them off and later put them on again, he would make a new bracha 
because he is fulfilling a new mitzvah. Not so with the lulav. If one picks the species up 
again later in the day, he does not make a new bracha, and it is not a fulfillment of the 
Biblical mitzvah to take the arba minim.  

(This is why some people wait to make a bracha on lulav until they are about to say Hallel, 
so they keep the original mitzvah going longer as they hold and wave the lulav during that 
prayer too.) 

What can we learn from the unique mitzvah of “taking” the lulav and esrog? While we find a 
command to “take” a sheep for Korban Pesach, that is a preparation for the mitzvah of the 
korban. Here, the taking is the entire mitzvah! 

Perhaps we can suggest that this mitzvah occurs at harvest time. We’ve reaped what 
we’ve sown and can feel good about the honest effort we put in and the results we 
attained. Now we take the lulav and esrog. We pick them up, and then move them in each 
direction, the four points of the compass, up and down, before bringing them back close to 
our hearts. 

Maybe what we are supposed to realize is that these wavings, representative of G-d’s 
mastery of the world in the four directions, above and below – hence EVERYWHERE, 
remind us that we don’t really “take” anything. Rather, no matter from whence it comes, 
everything we have is “given” to us by HaShem. Once we realize that, we can’t “take” the 
species again that day. We would have to feel that we were gifted. 

The joy we feel on Sukkos is in realizing that we are not just constantly benefiting from 
HaShem’s grace, but that we are not able to fail. HaShem is guiding our every move, and 
ensuring we have what we need. 

Rabbeinu Bachya says that when it says G-d opens His hand and gives each creature 
‘ratzon,’ the word ‘ratzon,’ desire, is defined as – “what I would want if I knew what was 
best for me.” This is what HaShem does, and this is commemorated on Sukkos. 

We go out into our Sukkos. Though we make our efforts, we do not have solid roofs 
because it is G-d’s choice whether it will rain on us or not. Or walls must be strong enough 
to withstand a normal wind, but though an abnormal one might come and destroy them, 
that’s not our problem. On Sukkos we remind ourselves that whatever we do, it is HaShem 
Who truly controls the world and constantly showers us with blessing. 

A couple became engaged and paid the customary gift to the shadchan, the matchmaker. 

Some time later, they had a falling out and broke the engagement, until another fellow 
intervened and helped them reconcile. He asked for the honorarium for making the match. 

R’ Aryeh Levin z”l was asked to advise on the matter and he said the man was not entitled 
to payment as if it were a new match. “A sukkah built on Chol HaMoed,” he explained, “is 
not Kosher for it must stand all seven days. If it was built before but fell down, one may use 
it because putting it back together constitutes using an “old” sukkah, not making a “new” 
one. The same reasoning would apply here.” 
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Sponsor an issue of the Migdal Ohr for 
only $36.  Reserve your week by e-

mailing info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 

Going outside? Why not 

go the extra mile? 
Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others.  You’ll be glad 

you did.   

E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 

 


