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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Gittin 59b) derives from the word u,aseu that an 
obligation exists to put a Kohen first, for all matters of Kedusha, 
such as receiving an Aliyah, reciting HaMotzi, Zimun etc.. The 
Rambam even holds that it is D’Oraisa, while other Rishonim 
disagree. The Shulchan Aruch (s”uh 354) rules that if two bodies 
are waiting to be buried, the one that died first should be buried 
first. What if the second one is a Kohen ? Should u,aseu give the 
Kohen precedence here ? The Gemara (Berachos 46b) relates that 
when R’ Zeira was ill, R’ Avahu promised to arrange a Seudah if 
and when he got better. At the Seudah, R’ Avahu honored R’ 
Zeira to say HaMotzi and distribute the bread. R’ Zeira demurred, 
citing R’ Yochanan’s opinion that the host should do it. Later, R’ 
Avahu asked R’ Zeira to lead the Zimun, and again R’ Zeira cited 
an opinion that the one who said HaMotzi should lead the Zimun. 
The Gemara explains that R’ Avahu disagreed with that opinion, 
holding that the host should say HaMotzi so as to provide bread to 
everyone generously, but the guest should lead  Zimun in order to 
bless the host. If so, why did R’ Avahu ask R’ Zeira to say 
HaMotzi, if it is for the host to do ? The Rashba answers that 
since the meal was in R’ Zeira’s honor, R’ Avahu deemed him the 
host. The Aderes (jrut rcug 167) asks, why did the Rashba have 
to give such a “ejus” answer ? He should have simply pointed out 
that R’ Zeira was a Kohen, as indicated in the Yerushalmi 
(Berachos 3:1 23a) and as such, R’ Avahu was obliged to honor 
him. The Aderes answers that the Yerushalmi which characterized 
R’ Zeira as a Kohen was referring to R’ Zeira prior to the incident 
recorded in the Gemara (Megilah 7b) where Rabbah and R’ Zeira 
ate a Seudas Purim together, and Rabbah killed R’ Zeira while 
intoxicated. Although R’ Zeira was “resurrected” the next day, he 
could not reclaim his status as a Kohen, losing u,aseu at death, 
and as such, was not a Kohen when dining with R’ Avahu.             

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Who needs a Talis for an Aliyah on Shabbos, but does not need 
one on Monday or Thursday ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(What mitzvos can be performed by writing a letter ?)  
When writing a letter, if one dates the letter by writing: 1) the day 
of the week, e.g. ,cak ‘d ouh, he fulfills ,cav ouh ,rhfz; 2) the 
Parsha, he confirms ohnav in vru,; 3) the year, he testifies as to 
.rtu ohna ,thrc.  (SHuT Divrei Yoel 15)   

DIN'S CORNER:  
Sefiras HaOmer may be counted in any language, as long as one 
understands what is being said. Even if one counts in Lashon 
HaKodesh, one will not be tmuh if he/she does not understand the 
words. Although one can be tmuh by listening to someone else, it 
is preferable for each person to count themselves. Even if one 
missed and can no longer say the brocho, it is still a mitzvah to 
count each night. (MB 489:5,36)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Yoma 12b) states that after the substitute Kohen 
Gadol performed the Avodah on Yom Kippur because the “real” 
Kohen Gadol was temporarily Posul, he remains unfit to serve as 
a Kohen Gadol to avoid hostility from the real Kohen Gadol when 
he resumes his duties, and unfit to serve as a regular Kohen, since 
that would be a demotion. Tosafos notes that a Kohen Gadol who 
was appointed may also be removed from his position. This 
seems to run counter to the Yerushalmi (Sanhedrin 2:1) which 
states that even a sinning Kohen Gadol may receive lashes, but 
will not be removed. The Turei Even opines that Tosafos means to 
say that a Kohen Gadol could theoretically be removed, but since 
the operative rule is: ihshrun ihtu asuec ihkgn, it could not happen 
in reality. This is supported by the Gemara (Horios 9b & 12b) 
which states that a Kohen Gadol who is no longer serving still 
offers a Kohen Gadol’s Korban and may not marry a widow. 
However, other Acharonim concede that a Kohen Gadol can be 
removed, and his special Dinim lifted. The Chasam Sofer (s”uh 5) 
distinguishes between a Kohen Gadol that was anointed with 
vjanv ina (cannot be removed) and one that was consecrated 
“manually” by donning the eight garments of the Kohen Gadol 
(can be removed). This is also implied by the Rambam’s Peirush 
HaMishnayos (Horios) which states that an anointed Kohen 
Gadol who developed a blemish or was too old to serve still 
remained with his Kedusha and all the laws of a Kohen Gadol 
continued to apply, except those that referred specifically to the 
vsucg, which he could no longer perform. The GRaCH suggests 
that among all the Dinim that pertain to a Kohen Gadol, some are 
the result of his appointment to the position, while others are 
based on his anointment with vjanv ina. If an attempt is made to 
remove the Kohen Gadol, even though a Kohen Gadol that was 
anointed cannot be removed, as the Chasam Sofer said, still, those 
Dinim that were based on his appointment, but not the result of 
his having been anointed, may very well no longer apply to him. 
What Dinim are based on anointment ? Those that apply to a 
vnjkn juan ivf. As such, Tosafos and the Yerushalmi may be 
talking about different Kohanim Gedolim, as is the Turei Even.      
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
There was a popular spa in Europe near Marienbad. Many Gedolim 
frequented the area to take advantage of the curative powers of the local 
water. Once, when the Yeitev Lev was there at the same time as the 
Ksav Sofer, the Ksav Sofer came to visit, bringing a silver Kiddush cup as 
a gift. The Yeitev Lev refused to accept the gift. The Ksav Sofer tried to 
insist that the Rebbe accept it but the Yeitev Lev kept refusing, and he 
asked the Ksav Sofer why it was so important to him that he accept the 
gift. The Ksav Sofer replied that he wanted the Rebbe to remember him. 
The Yeitev Lev said that he need not be concerned over that, and 
pointed out to him that the Gemara (Chulin 75b) states that when a 
combination of two extraordinary events takes place, everyone takes 
notice and remembers. In this case as well, the Rebbe continued, there 
are two very unusual events: 1) That a Rav presented a gift to a Rebbe, 
and 2) That the Rebbe refused to accept the gift. The memory of this 
double-wonder will be sure to remain with him for a long time.  
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Sorscher family.  


