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כי את אשר ישנו פה עמנו עמד “ 29:14

היום לפני ד' אלקינו, ואת אשר איננו פה 

 ”עמנו היום

“But with whoever is here, standing with us today 

before Hashem, our G-d, and with whoever is not 

here with us today.” The Torah is telling us about a 

covenant between Hakodosh Boruch Hu and Klal 

Yisroel.  Klal Yisroel were to accept Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu as their G-d, and Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

to accept Klal Yisroel as His people. Rashi explains 

that “Whoever is not here with us today” refers to 

the generations who are destined to come in the 

future.  The entire Klal Yisroel received the Torah at 

Har Sinai, those who were alive at that time, as 

well as all the Neshomos of all of Klal Yisroel who 

would ever come into this world - the Covenant 

between Hakodosh Boruch Hu and Klal Yisroel 

apply to all future generations. Why does the first 

part of the Posuk need to say, “עומד” standing, and 

why did the Posuk only say by the first part of the 

Posuk –to those who were actually alive then, and 

not the second part of the Posuk to those of Klal 

Yisroel who would be born in the future?  The 

following Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, 

and support the P’shat offered in the closing 

paragraph. 

 Rashi – ”ואת אשר אננו פה“ 29:14 – מזרחי 

explains that this refers to those of Klal Yisroel who 

would be born in the future.  It must be, for it could 

not refer to those who were alive at that time and 

were not there at Har Sinai, for the Torah explicitly 

states in Posuk 9 – “כלכם” – all of Klal Yisroel were 

there.  

“ 29:14 - מנחת יעקב  ה עמנו ואת אשר איננו פ

 When the Posuk says, “Those that are not – ”היום

here with us today”, it cannot be referring to those 

who were alive at the time but were elsewhere, for 

if there were any alive and they were not there 

when they made the Bris, then they would not 

have been included in the Bris, being that they 

were never Mekabel on themselves to do so.  That 

is why the explanation is given that it refers to 

future generations who would be born, and their 

Neshomos were there.  Being that their Neshomos 

were there, they were included in the Bris.   

ואת אשר איננו פה עמנו “ 29:14 – רבנו בחיי 

 The Covenant between Hakodosh Boruch - ”היום

Hu and Klal Yisroel was binding even upon unborn 

generations who were not physically present at Har 

Sinai to enter into it.  The reason is because 

parents and children are like trees and their 

branches.  Just as the future potential of all 

branches is rooted in the tree, so too all of the 

children to come forth from those who were at Har 

Sinai are rooted in those individuals, and therefore, 

all of the progeny of those who were at Har Sinai 

are bound by the Covenant of the parents – the 

tree.   

ואת אשר איננו פה עמנו “ 29:14 - רבנו בחיי 

 All Jewish Neshomos were present at this – ”היום

Covenant, just as they were at Har Sinai when the 

Torah was given.  Although the bodies were not 

born yet, being that their Neshomos were there, 

they too are bound by the Covenant.   

ואת אשר איננו פה עמנו “ 29:14 - גור אריה 

 All future generations were bound by this – ”היום

Covenant based on the principle stated in Megilah 

2a that an inferior court cannot overrule a court 

greater than itself.  So too here, the court of Moshe 

and Klal Yisroel entered into this Covenant that no 

later generation can annul.   

ה"של   ”ואת אשר איננו פה עמנו היום“ 29:14 - 

– The Chachomim tell us that all of the Neshomos 

of Klal Yisroel were present at Har Sinai, and swore 

to uphold the Mitzvos.  How can an oath made by 

the spiritual soul be considered binding on the 

physical body?  At the time of the revelation of the 

Shechina at Har Sinai, Klal Yisroel achieved such an 

exalted state that the body was no longer 

corporeal, and was as spiritual as the soul.  

Therefore, the undertaking of the soul became 

completely binding on the body.    

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר  ואת אשר “ 29:14 - 

 Just as an obligation in a – ”איננו פה עמנו היום

covenantal oath is not limited to certain classes or 

categories of people, so too it is not limited in the 
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duration of its validity.  This obligation applies to all 

people counted amongst the nation of Klal Yisroel, 

at all times.  Over here, the Torah unequivocally 

refutes the false notion that the commitment of 

Torah is only temporary, or that one can release 

himself from his obligation.   

“ 29:14 - העמק דבר  פה עמנו ואת אשר איננו 

 The Torah is telling us that the Bris is – ”היום

eternal, and if so, the punishment for not adhering 

to the Bris is also eternal.  Therefore, all of Klal 

Yisroel must ensure to heed it.   

כי את אשר “ 29:14 – תרגום יונתן בן עוזיאל 

יוםישנו פה עמנו עמד ה ” – For all of the generations 

from the creation of the world to that point in 

time, all of them were standing there in front of 

Hashem, our G-d. In addition, all of the generations 

that will come to be until the end of the world, 

were also there.   

אור יונתןבי  כי את אשר ישנו פה “ 29:14 - 

 ”עומד“ The Posuk uses the word – ”עמנו עמד היום

in reference to those who had lived previously, as 

well as those who were living at that time – they 

can be called, “standing.”  However, in the second 

part of the Posuk, which refers to those who were 

not created yet, they were with Klal Yisroel at that 

point, though they are not called “standing” for 

they were never alive in this world.   

כי את אשר “ 29:14 – שפתי כהן על התורה 

ואת אשר , אלקינו' ישנו פה עמנו עמד היום לפני ד

 refers to – ”את אשר ישנו“ – ”איננו פה עמנו היום

those who were already “ישנים” – “sleeping” – no 

longer alive.  “איננו פה עמנו היום” – refers to 

Neshomos that were there without a Guf (Shavuos 

39a).  It is the same Gematria as “נשמה לבד” (with 

the two words) – the Neshama alone, without the 

body. 

ואת אשר איננו פה “ 29:14 - שמן אפרסמון 

 This refers to the prior generations – ”עמנו היום

that were no longer alive.  Why did they need to be 

part of this Bris?  The previous generations also 

needed to be part of this Bris and to have the 

Zechus of the Torah.  They would receive the 

Zechus of the Torah through the Kiyum Hatorah of 

their children.  Sanhedrin 104a – “ברא מזכה אבא” - 

“a son is Mezakeh his father.”  The more good 

someone does, it has a profound effect on his 

father, and forefathers.  This is also the meaning of 

the Gemara in Rosh Hashanah 32b – “ ספרי חיים

 The books of life and“ – ”וספרי מתים פתוחים לפני

the books of death are open in front of Me 

(Hakodosh Boruch Hu).”  What does it mean the 

“books of the dead?”  Those who died, their 

Neshomos are judged again based on the actions of 

their children. 

כי את אשר ישנו פה “ 29:14 – ילקוט האזובי 

ואת אשר איננו פה , אלקינו' עמנו עמד היום לפני ד

את אשר “ ,The last letters of the words – ”עמנו היום

 and the last letters of the ”,תורה“ spell ”ישנו פה

words, “ואת אשר איננו פה” also spell, “תורה.”  This 

is to teach us that they all received the Torah. 

כי את אשר “ 29:14 - מלבוש לשבת ויום טוב 

 Targum Yonason says – ”ישנו פה עמנו עמד היום

that even those who were prior to the generation 

of the Midbar were also at this Bris; (see above 

Targum Yonason). We must be speaking about 

people who were not going to be reincarnated in 

the future, for then they would be included in the 

second part of the Posuk which says that all the 

future people who will be born were also there. 

Why did they need to be there when they were not 

going to be alive again?  Moshe Rabbeinu lived for 

120 years for the amount of Yovels (fifty year cycles 

of which the fiftieth year is Yovel) in the six 

thousand years of the world.  It was with the Koach 

of the Torah that Moshe Rabbeinu was Mekabel 

the Torah and brought it down and gave it to Klal 

Yisroel that was a Tikun for the entire world, for all 

generations from the beginning of creation until 

the end of all generations.  This Bris was a Tikun 

even for those Neshomos which had already been 

to this world, but were no longer here.   

כי את אשר ישנו פה עמנו “ 29:14 - חתן סופר 

 This was the generation who went – ”עמד היום

through the Yam and saw the outward miracles of 

Hashem.  In truth, they had Emunah in Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, as they said at the Yam, “ לי-זה א ” - 

“This is my G-d.”  This Bris was really more for the 

future generations, when they would not see the 



L'zecher Nishmas R’ Yehuda Ben R’ Chaim,  R’ Nissan Ben R’ Shmuel, Mala Frimet Bas R’ Yeshaya Menachem / Zechus for a Shidduch for Freidel Shaindel Bas Mindel Miriam                                       ד"בס  

For questions, comments, to purchase the Sefer “Parshah Pshetl”, or to receive a free weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha- Please email: ParshaPshetel@gmail.com  Thank you, Y. Schechter 

open miracle of Hashem.  Perhaps they would 

question Hakodosh Boruch Hu to know if He is truly 

running every aspect of the world and if they 

would accept Him as their G-d.  Therefore, it was 

those who saw the proverbial “Hand of Hashem” 

who accepted upon themselves this Covenant, for 

which they would pass down from generation to 

generation.  The miracles that they saw would be 

passed down so that the Covenant would remain 

intact throughout the generations.   

ם"מלבי  ואת אשר איננו פה עמנו “ 29:14 - 

 Those who were there at that time – ”היום

accepted upon themselves, and on all of their 

progeny, the Bris between themselves and 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  We see this same concept in 

Megilas Esther 9:27 “ קימו וקבלו היהודים עליהם ועל

 The Jews confirmed“ – ”זרעם ועל כל הנלוים עליהם

and accepted upon themselves and on their 

progeny, and all who would join them.”  Why is it 

that they were able to accept things on behalf of 

their progeny, who were not born at that time?  

There is an important Yesod in Emunah that the 

Nefoshos of Klal Yisroel are the Neshomos which 

are there before they enter the body, and also 

exists after the person dies and leaves the body – it 

has eternal existence, unless it gets cut off due to 

sins.  All of those Neshomos that would enter into 

the bodies of Klal Yisroel at some point in the 

future, were all there by this Bris, and they all 

accepted upon themselves to accept the Torah and 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu as their G-d.  Although the 

Neshomos cannot perform the Mitzvos of the 

Torah without the Guf, the acceptance of their 

ancestors to use their bodies in their Avodas 

Hashem, was enough to place an obligation on 

them as well.   

ואת אשר איננו פה עמנו “ 29:14 - תורה אור 

 The Arizal says in his Sefer Gilgulim, that all – ”היום

of the Neshomos of Klal Yisroel are intertwined 

with each other.  The purpose of the Neshomos are 

to bring forth the glory of Hakodosh Boruch Hu in 

this world, and each Neshama has many branches 

and leaves from which many other Neshomos 

come into this world – though they are all 

connected at their roots.  The six hundred 

thousand Yidin at Har Sinai encompassed all of the 

Neshomos that would come into this world for 

eternity.  Therefore, when they accepted the 

Torah, and the Bris, it was an acceptance of the 

core Neshomos, which automatically was an 

acceptance on all the subparts.   

א"גר  כי את אשר ישנו פה עמנו עמד “ 29:14 – 

 for this is – ”עומד“ ,Here the Torah says – ”היום

referring to the physical bodies that were there.  In 

the second part of the Posuk, it does not say, 

 for it is referring to the Neshomos of the – ”עומד“

future people of Klal Yisroel who would be born, 

and they were not seen standing there.  

 Yeshaya 61:10, Haftorah – ברכת חיים 

Parshas Nitzavim – “ תגל נפשי ' שוש אשיש בד

כחתן , באלקי כי הלבשני בגדי ישע מעיל צדקה יעטני

 I will rejoice“ – ”יכהן פאר וככלה תעדה כליה

intensely with Hashem, my soul shall exult with my 

G-d, for He has dressed me in the garments of 

salvation, He has cloaked me in a robe of 

righteousness – like a bridegroom who dons 

priestly glory, like a bride who bedecks herself with 

jewelry.”   “ 'שוש אשיש בד ” – This is going on the 

Posuk in Tehillim 19:9 “ ם משמחי לבישרי' פקודי ד ” – 

“The orders of Hashem are upright, gladdening the 

heart.”  As Dovid Hamelech says in Tehillim 

119:162 “ כמוצא שלל רב, שש אנכי על אמרתך ” – “I 

rejoice over Your word, like one who finds 

abundant spoils.”  There is a double Loshon of joy, 

“ יששוש אש ” for one is going on Torah Shebiksav 

and one on Torah Shebal Peh.  “תגל נשפי באלקי” – 

This refers to the Mitzvah of Tzedakah, which 

creates a Tikun for one’s soul.  “כי הלבשני בגדי ישע” 

– Due to Limud Hatorah, one will receive the  חלוקא

  .the cloak of Rabbonon for the Neshama ,דרבנן

 One who learns Torah crowns – ”כחתן יכהן פאר“

himself with a priestly glory which is always with 

him.  “וככלה תעדה כליה” – Like a bride wearing her 

jewelry – a bride wears her jewelry on Shabbos and 

on weekdays, as opposed to other women.  One 

who rejoices in the Words of Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

– in the Torah Hakdosha, he will be cloaked with 
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the חלוקא דרבנן, and will at all times be crowned 

with Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s Glory.   

 Yeshaya 61:10, Haftorah - אדרת אליהו 

Parshas Nitzavim – “ תגל נפשי ' שוש אשיש בד

מאן דאכל דלאו “ – Yerushalmi Orlah 3:1 – ”באלקי

בהיל לאסתכולי באפיה, דיליה ” - The Neshama 

comes down to this world, for one who eats that 

which is not his is embarrassed and cannot look at 

himself.  The Neshama comes to this world so that 

he can amass Torah, Mitzvos, and Ma’asim Tovim, 

and then the Neshama will be able to have Hana’ah 

from the splendor of the Shechina due to the 

reward it receives for its actions – and will not be 

embarrassed.  The main reward one receives for 

the performance of Mitzvos is due to the Simcha, 

the joy, he has when performing the Mitzvos.  We 

are slaves of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and slaves are 

not entitled to any reward for doing the command 

of their Master.  However, a slave is not required to 

serve his master with joy.  Therefore, if we perform 

the Mitzvos of Hashem with joy, something which 

we are not obligated in, we receive reward for the 

joy.  “ 'בה ששוש אשי ” – Through the Simcha that we 

have in our Avodas Hashem and our performance 

of Mitzvos, then “ נפשי באלקי תגל ” – we will exult 

with Hakodosh Boruch Hu in Olam Habah, for we 

will receive reward in Olam Habah, and not be 

embarrassed for receiving the reward.  Without the 

Neshama being sent down to this world, “ כי הלבשני

 Hakodosh Boruch Hu dresses the – ”בגדי ישע

Neshama in garments of salvation, “ מעיל צדקה

 however, it is embarrassing, for it is – ”יעטני

Tzedakah, that which was not earned.  Now, that 

the Neshama is sent down to this world, and has 

the opportunity to serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu with 

joy, and is entitled to reward for that, “ כחתן יכהן

 one can be proud with the royalty he – ”פאר

receives, and, “וככלה תעדה כליה” be like a bride 

who bedecks herself with jewelry. All brides have 

jewelry, however it is only a splendor and honor to 

a wealthy bride, for it is known that the jewelry is 

hers.  For the poor bride, it is not an honor or glory, 

for all know that she borrowed it and it is not hers.  

One who serves Hakodosh Boruch Hu with joy is 

entitled to the reward, like a bride who bedecks 

herself with jewelry – and not that others are 

bedecking her.   

 Perhaps now we can understand why the 

Posuk only says, “עומד” in the first part of the 

Posuk.  All of Klal Yisroel were there, when Klal 

Yisroel made a Bris with Hakodosh Boruch Hu that 

He will be their G-d, and they will be His people.  

“All of Klal Yisroel” includes those who had passed 

away prior to this Bris, as well as those who will be 

alive in this world in the future.  While they were 

all there, it was only the ones who were physically 

there, those who were “standing” there that had 

the opportunity to receive reward and not be 

embarrassed.  We must take great pride and joy in 

being the Chosen Nation.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu is 

the G-d of the world, but at the same time He is 

our exclusive G-d – we are His nation.  We must be 

proud to wear it as a crown upon our heads. This is 

not to be looked at as a Bris that was made that we 

now have to keep, rather but to be seen as a great 

privilege and honor.  We must not only keep the 

Bris and serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu, but we must 

also serve Him with great joy.  As the Yomim 

Nora’im approach, we must take the time to reflect 

on what our purpose is in this world.  Do we 

recognize the great privilege that we have, and do 

we take advantage of it, or are we negligent?  Do 

we serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu and learn Torah and 

perform Mitzvos the way it was given to us – and 

most important – do we do so with joy, or do we 

do so because we feel that it’s our obligation, like a 

yoke upon our shoulders?  If we are to realize the 

wonderful opportunity we are given – we would 

certainly fulfill our obligations properly.  We would 

certainly do Teshuva for our past iniquities, as well 

as regret our not serving Hakodosh Boruch Hu with 

joy – and make a firm commitment to do so in the 

upcoming year.  May we accept upon ourselves 

that this coming year we will serve Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu with great joy, and in this Zechus be 

Zoche to a  טובהכתיבה וחתימה . 


