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Noach 
The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Reggio, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 

 לזכר נשמת
ל"צז מיכאל נחמב רב  שמשו� חיי� רבינו  

א"יעז הזרע שמשו�בעל   
ר שיתקיימו בנו ברכותיו של אותו צדיק"ויה  

 לזכר נשמת
בנימי�' ריעקב יצחק ב�   

 לרפואה שלימה
 רוני דינה בת סימי
 דוד ב� שרה

 לזווג הגו� במהרה
 אלישבע נעמי בת רחל

 להצלחת
ר נחו� צבי בו רחל ומשפחתו"הג  
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And Noach found favor in the eyes of Hashem (6:8). 

These are the children on Noach, Noach was a righteous, a perfect man etc.

Last week’s parsha ends off with the Torah saying that Noach 

the eyes of Hashem and it was because of this that he was saved from the flood. The 

Zera Shimshon asks that being that Noach’s children were also saved, the passuk 

should have really said, “And Noach - and his children -

The Zera Shimshon offers the following two explanations. 

Before the flood, one had to be one hundred years old to be 

actions. Before this age, a person was considered a ‘minor’ and would 

punished for his wicked deeds. Still, we find that all the people, even t

one hundred years old, perished in the flood. Only the children of Noach were 

saved. This obviously was only in the merit of their righteous father, Noach. 

they are not included in the passuk and only Noach is mentioned since it 

was in his merit that his children were saved.  

The Zera Shimshon offers another possibility.  

Noach’s children were saved in their own merit since the Gemara (Brachos 

One can tell a well rooted sapling from the beginning stages of its growth.”

the Gemara uses as an allegory to young children under the age of accountability, 

nevertheless, one can tell from their actions in which direction they are generally 

So too, Noach’s children, although they were not yet accountable 

thereby punishable for their actions, their leaning to be good was clear. 

the children of the rest of the inhabitants of the earth showed bad leanings and were 

therefore eradicated. 

However, the fact that Noach’s children were righteous 

that the fact that as their father, Noach’s actions guided and illuminated the proper 

path for them. This is why the passuk only mentions that 

shem, because although his children were also 

righteousness that they were also righteous. 

The Zera Shimshon uses this explanation to attribute

to Rashi’s comment at the beginning of the parsha. 

The parsha begins by saying, “These are the children of Noach”

on to enumerate Noach’s righteous ways. Rashi explains that a T

children are his good deeds. This is why the Torah mentions Noach’s good deeds 

after saying, “These are the children of Noach.” 

The Zera Shimshon understands these words of Rashi

the Tzaddik raises righteous children not by preaching good deeds but 

rather by serving as a live example. Hence - “a Tzaddik’s real children are his good 

means that a Tzaddik’s children grow to be righteous by seeing their father

deeds by live example.  
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אלה תולדות נח נח איש צדיק תמי� היה וגו

, Noach was a righteous, a perfect man etc. (6:9). 

ng that Noach found favor in 

and it was because of this that he was saved from the flood. The 
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saved. This obviously was only in the merit of their righteous father, Noach. 

they are not included in the passuk and only Noach is mentioned since it 

Noach’s children were saved in their own merit since the Gemara (Brachos 

One can tell a well rooted sapling from the beginning stages of its growth.” This, 

the Gemara uses as an allegory to young children under the age of accountability, 

nevertheless, one can tell from their actions in which direction they are generally 

So too, Noach’s children, although they were not yet accountable and 

for their actions, their leaning to be good was clear. In contrast, 

of the earth showed bad leanings and were 

righteous was due, largely, to 

father, Noach’s actions guided and illuminated the proper 

path for them. This is why the passuk only mentions that Noach found favor in the 

shem, because although his children were also righteous, it was due to 

attribute a deeper understanding 

“These are the children of Noach” and then goes 

ways. Rashi explains that a Tzaddik’s real 

his is why the Torah mentions Noach’s good deeds 

rds of Rashi to be a lesson in 

children not by preaching good deeds but 

“a Tzaddik’s real children are his good 

children grow to be righteous by seeing their father’s 
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