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Vayigash 5777-Dot to Dot 
  

 In this week’s parsha we find Yosef's life has turned 

around drastically for the better. He has reconciled with his 

brothers and is playing a leadership role within his nuclear 

family and on a global level too. This was a role for which 

his father had been grooming him twenty-two years earlier. 

As the Seforno tells us (Beraishis, 37:3) that Yaakov made 

for Yosef a kesones kasim-colorful tunic- as a sign of 

leadership “In the house and in the field”- house being his 

family, and field being the world.  
 Back in parshas Vayaitzai when Yaakov headed up to 

Charan to find a bride, he spent the night out in the open. 

To protect himself from wild beasts, the Torah tells us, he 

took from the nearby stones and made himself a makeshift 

barrier. Rebbi Yehudah (one opinion cited in Beraishis 

Rabbah, 68:13) tells us he took 12 stones, prophetically predicting he was going to sire the 

12 Shevatim-Tribes- of Bnai Yisrael. We know that 11 of the 12 tribes were born in parshas 

Vayaitzai and the last one (Binyamin) in parshas Vayaishev. Interestingly, stones are 

mentioned in parshas Vayaitzai 11 times and Vayaishev once, linking the the Shevatim to 

avanim-stones. 
 Perhaps we can suggest that the episode of Yosef with his brothers is hinted to by 

King David when he says (Tehillim, 118:21) “"אֹוְדָך ִּכי ֲעִניָתִני ַוְּתִהי ִלי ִליׁשּוָעה- “I will give 

thanks to you, for you have answered me, and been to me a salvation”. Yosef is praising 

Hashem for being with him during his painful episode in Mitzrayim. That episode began 

when, ֶ ָּנהּפֶ רֹאׁש לֶ ְיָתה הֶ ּבֹוִנים הֶ ֲאסּו מֶ ֶבן א" ” - “The stone that the builders rejected became 

the chief cornerstone”. The builders of the nation of Bnai Yisrael are the Shevatim,. They 

rejected one stone -Yosef- when they sold him as a slave, never expecting to hear from him 

again. But eventually not only did Yosef make his way back as a part of the structure of 

Jewish history, but he became the chief corner-stone - the viceroy of Mitzrayim, and the 

firstborn of the Shevatim. [Note that David calls Yosef in Tehillim (Chapter 81) יהוסף. The 

numerical value of this version of his name is 161. The Rashai Taivos-first letters- of each 

of the words in this verse also equal 161, hinting that this passuk having an allusion to 

Yosef.] 
 And lest you wonder how Yosef was able to move on, holding no animosity to his 

brothers, King David addresses this in the next sentence, when he says ‘ ֵמֵאת ה ָהְיָתה"
 This was from Hashem...”  Yosef was able to realize that everything that had“ -ּזֹאת...."

transpired was Hashem’s plan, the brothers being nothing more than carriers used by Him 

with which to execute His plan. As Yosef says to the brothers in this parsha (Beraishis, 

ֹ "ְוַעָּתה לֹא ַאֶּתם ְׁשַלְח  :(45:8 ִהים"-ֶּתם ֹאִתי ֵהָּנה ִּכי ָהֱאל - “Now (understand) that you did not 

send me here (Mitzrayim) rather The G-d”.  



  We too, have episodes in life of hardships and challenges, where, if we are 

lucky, all the dots suddenly connect and the Yad Hashem-Orchestrations of Hashem- 

become evident, a light-bulb goes off, and our faith crystalizes into a reality. David 

continues and tells us how we should react:  

 Tis wondrous in our eyes” We should recognize that we“ -"ִהיא ִנְפָלאת ְּבֵעיֵנינּו"   (1  

are experiencing such a wondrous and vivid interaction with Hashem, tis as if it were “in 

our eyes” - something we can actually see.  

 This day Hashem has made; we will rejoice“ -"ֶזה ַהּיֹום ָעָׂשה ה' ָנִגיָלה ְוִנְׂשְמָחה בֹו"   (2 

and be glad in it”. We have just had an experience where the whole puzzle with all its 

pieces has been completed, and we now see how each piece by itself, though awkward 

looking, jagged, and seemingly unable to fit in anywhere, suddenly has a perfect place in 

the bigger picture. The challenge as a Yid is to take it to the next level in our faith of 

Hashem, where, “this day” - just looking at one puzzle piece by itself- one day of our lives- 

is, too, a day upon which “we will rejoice and be glad in it”. 
 These moments when everything make sense, are precious in the life of a Yid, for 

they can (and should) be used to improve our relationship and appreciation of Hashem. 

Perhaps this is why when we say Hallel we repeat these verses. As Rashi tells us (Beraishis, 

22:11) when an angel of Hashem called Avraham saying, “Avraham, Avraham” the 

doubling of his name was a sign of love. Similarly, after reciting this episode of Yosef 

found in these verses, a story of everything making sense, something we all have 

experienced in our own lives if we were but to connect the dots, we then read it again.  
 For they are precious, very precious. 
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